
December 2011

Dear Parishioners and Friends of Transfiguration,

The leaves are down, the Christmas decorations are up, but the weather tells of another 
season! However Thanksgiving is past; Advent is underway; St Andrew has been duly 
celebrated; and the Christmas preparations well advanced. It is a wonderful time of year 
despite its inherent busyness. Each year I appreciate the counter cultural feel of Advent 
with its notes of seriousness and long term anticipation and preparation. At its heart is 
the truth that God has promised us a future and that that future is in Godʼs hands. For 
that reason we wait in hope. The Christmas message of Christʼs birth gives us the basis 
for our hope. God loves us so much that he becomes one with us.

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN: Our Pledge Campaign for 2012 formally concluded in late 
November. So far the results have been most encouraging with last yearʼs total amount 
already achieved. However there are still many pledges outstanding. It would be great 
to get as many pledges as possible in before the yearʼs end. Also for those who have 
not made a pledge before or are “sitting on the fence” about pledging it is not too late to 
make that pledge. There are pledging brochures readily available.

LYCHGATE APPEAL: The vestry decided earlier in the year that the next major 
restoration project to be undertaken would be the Lychgate, our unique entrance to the 
church grounds. It was decided that this would be paid for by public appeal. The aim is 
to raise $200,000 so this can be done in accord with its Landmarks status. I am pleased 
to say that over a quarter of this sum has already been raised through several 
significant gifts. I enclose the attractive appeal brochure for your consideration and 
hopefully generous response. The Lychgate, given in 1896 by Mrs. Franklin Delano, is 
certainly part of our identity.

CARPENTERʼS KIDS: As a parish we have been supporting the Carpenterʼs Kids 
project (a partnership between the New York Diocese and the Diocese of Central 
Tanganyika to enable Aids orphans in Tanzania to attend school) for the past 5 years. 
Through your generosity you have enabled 50 orphans a year, through the provision of 
uniforms and books, to attend school. To complete our 5 year obligation we need to 
raise a further $2,000. Already some $500 has come in so we can do it. It would make a 
great Christmas gift to really appreciate kids! The vestry has agreed with the Social 
Action Committeeʼs recommendation to continue this funding for another 5 years.

NEW VESTRY: At the Annual Parish Meeting last Sunday the following were elected to 
the vestry: Alex Ellwood is the new Warden replacing Rob Caruano; and Alissa Abrams, 
Elizabeth Carr, Bucky Farnor, and Caroline Palmour were all elected to the vestry. They 
have our best wishes and prayers as they take up office.

MASS FOR ALL AGES: The next one will be on Sunday, December 18 at 11:00 a.m.: In 
place



of the childrenʼs address that day there will be a childrenʼs musical presented suitable to 
the season: HAIL HAIL HAIL: THE IMPOSSIBLE! A new musical adapted from Luke 
1:26-38. This has been specially written for the occasion by two gifted parishioners/
musicians, Anna
and Aaron Jones.

THE PLAY OF DANIEL: Friday, December 16 at 7:30 p.m.: This 13th Century liturgical
drama, as well as Medieval Christmas music, will be performed in a fully staged and
costumed production.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS, GREENS AND MUSIC: Every year we look forward to the 
beautifully decorated church and splendid music at Christmas. Donations to make this 
possible are most welcome and may be given in memory of loved ones. Please indicate 
clearly in whose memory donations are made so that those names may be included in 
the Christmas bulletins and also whether the gifts are for flowers or music.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES: 
Christmas Eve (Saturday, December 24) 4:00 p.m. Childrenʼs crèche service; 10:00 
p.m. Christmas Music; 10:30 p.m. Midnight Mass
Christmas Day (Sunday, December 25) 11:00 a.m. Sung Mass. Although it is a Sunday 
this year we will only have the one service instead of the normal schedule.

I trust that you all experience something of the Advent hope and longing as well as the 
joy and peace of the forthcoming Christmas season. 

With my loving and prayer-filled good wishes and blessings,

+Rector

                                                                     

                                                                           

                                                                     


