
 

 

 

May 2014 

 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Church of the Transfiguration, 

I am pleased to report that our Holy Week and Easter services all went well. Bishop Lindsay Urwin’s 

preaching was much appreciated; the music was great; the Easter flowers abundant and beautiful; and the 

various liturgies well attended and conducted. In fact we had a record attendance (170) at the Easter Vigil 

and approximately 240 attending on Easter Day at 11am. This was all very gratifying. Of course all this 

only happens because of the commitment, dedication and hard work of a lot of people, staff and 

volunteers. Thanks to the many people who contributed to Easter music and flowers. Thanks for all who 

helped prepare the church for the Holy Week and Easter with cleaning and polishing. Thanks to all who 

assisted with ushering, acolyting, reading, and counting! Bill did a magnificent job with the programs 

with help from some great volunteers. As ever Claudia produced remarkable music. It was a thrill to have 

the combined Men and Boys, Girls, and Camerata Choirs singing at the Easter Vigil. The Hallelujah 

Chorus was memorable. Easter Day begins the Easter Season, often known as the Great Fifty Days when 

we continue to celebrate the Risen Christ. That season culminates with the Ascension and Pentecost. It is 

traditional for the Easter Candle to burn in the middle of the Chancel until Pentecost reminding us of the 

presence of the Risen Christ. 

We look forward very much to welcoming Bishop Andrew Dietsche, 16
th
 Bishop of New York, for his 

first visit to Transfiguration as Bishop on Ascension Thursday, May 29. At the 6.30pm Solemn Mass 

that day he will preside and preach and administer Baptism, Confirmation, Reception and Renewal of 

Baptismal Vows for those desiring those rites. Following that service there will be the usual reception and 

bar-b-cue in the Courtyard. 

The Bishop’s visitation is a good opportunity to regularize your relationship with the church. If you are 

considering being baptized and/or confirmed; if you would like to be formally received into the Episcopal 

Church from another denomination; or if you have recently returned to the fold and would like to make a 

public act of renewal of your baptismal vows, now is the time to act. I already have 5 names of people 

seeking all these ministries and would be happy to talk to or answer questions from others who may wish 

to avail themselves of this opportunity. To assist this process I will be conducting 4 preparation classes 

(Rector’s Basic Faith Series) on the 4 Sundays of May at 12.45pm following the 11am Solemn Mass.  

Saturday May 17 is a big day both for the Diocese of New York and for this parish. At 11am on May 17 

our new Suffragan Bishop, Father Allen Shin, will be consecrated as a Bishop in the Church of God 

at the Cathedral. You will remember he was elected last year. I look forward to welcoming him here at 

Transfiguration. He is no stranger to this parish having known both Father Catir and Father Miller in past 

years. 



In the evening of May 17 the annual Choir Benefit will take place between 7-9pm in the Grand Hall 

on the 2
nd

 floor of Transfiguration House. This is always a wonderful evening of food, conviviality and 

fine music and raises important funds for scholarships and the annual camp for both the Boys and Girls 

Choirs. I do encourage as many parishioners as possible to support and enjoy this lovely event. 

Recently some important roofing work was completed which hopefully will deal with some long term 

leaks. Shortly scaffolding will be erected on the Rectory to enable the replacement of many of the 

windows and to restore the brownstone façade. The good news is that we are able to fund this important 

maintenance of our historic landmarked structures. 

Most of us I suspect are ready for some warmer weather after the long cold winter. I trust it will come 

soon. 

This comes with my blessings and best wishes for the Easter season. 

 

The Rt Rev. Andrew St .R. St. John, 

Rector 


