
THE LITTLE FAMILY
Then and Now

A while ago we invited members of Transfiguration’s “Little Family” (i.e., all the couples who were married here) to
share some of their life experiences with us. We were thrilled to receive so many responses, especially from couples
married here in the 1940s and 1950s, but also from other decades, even the new century. We quickly realized that we
would have to devote more than one newsletter to our “alumni.” We hope you enjoy this latest installment!

Betty and Arthur Mix ~ December 25, 1943

Arthur Mix, a 23-year-old naval aviator
stationed in Rhode Island, had no idea that he would
soon meet the love of his life when he headed to New
York City for a short leave in July of 1943. Arthur’s
plane commander set him up on a blind date with Betty
Johnson during his weekend in the Big Apple, and so
began a whirlwind romance! After three more dates
over the next few months (when Arthur had leave to
visit New York), Arthur proposed, and Betty accepted.

Betty wanted to be married at the Little Church
because she had been there a few times before and
liked the Rector, Father Randolph Ray. Because travel
was difficult during the war, the bride’s and groom’s
parents were not able to make it from Missouri and
Arizona, respectively. However, about fourteen people
attended the wedding, including Betty’s aunt and uncle
and a number of her friends.

The wedding date was scheduled for Christmas
Day because that was the only day that Arthur could
get off. However, there was almost a hitch: on
Christmas Eve, everyone was recalled from their
leaves, as a German submarine attack on New York
City was expected! Arthur’s boss covered for him,
saying that they couldn’t find him so that the wedding
could proceed. Betty and Arthur then enjoyed a four-
day honeymoon in the Poconos before heading back to
Rhode Island.

After the war, Arthur continued in the navy,
while Betty stayed home to look after their growing
family. In 1963, Arthur retired from the navy and
began working for Computer Sciences Corporation
(CSC) in Virginia. Several years later, with their four
daughters needing less of her time, Betty began
working for United Airlines as a reservation agent. In
1989, Betty and Arthur decided to retire and moved out
to Redding, California.

Sadly, Betty passed away in August of 2012,
after almost 69 years of marriage. Arthur continues to
live in the house that she helped to design. He has four
grandchildren and is expecting his fifth great-
grandchild.

Lucy and Henry Kehrli ~ June 20, 1953

Henry Kehrli first met Lucy Davies at a
wedding rehearsal—for his sister and Lucy’s brother.
The first thing Lucy’s father said to Henry was “Are
you married?” Lucy was outgoing and lots of fun, and
she and Henry began dating, often spending Saturday
afternoon seeing a play and then going to the Village to
eat. They kept in touch when Henry was posted
overseas for work, and after he returned, they decided
to get married.

Lucy and Henry Kehrli, June 20, 1953
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Lucy’s parents had been married at the Little
Church in 1919 and Lucy and Henry decided to marry
at Transfiguration as well. They had a small family
wedding and then held a reception at the Fifth Avenue
Hotel. Afterwards, they headed to Cape Cod for their
honeymoon, but did not reach their destination until
midnight, as they first had to stop to shop for some
stockings!

After the wedding, Lucy moved into Henry’s
apartment in New Jersey, but kept her job at Otis
Elevator. The two commuted to work together, taking
the train to Hoboken, where Henry took the Fulton
Street ferry and Lucy took the Christopher Street ferry.
Several years after they were married, their son was
born; their daughter followed in 1960.

In 1988, Lucy and Henry moved to Greensboro,
North Carolina, where both of their children were
living. Sadly, Lucy passed away in January of 2012,
after 58 years of marriage. Henry continues to live in
North Carolina, close to his two children, six
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He swims
four days each week, plays chair volleyball three days
each week and plays the cheesebox in the River
Landing band (videos available on YouTube), which
travels all over North Carolina playing hymns, marches
and showtunes.

Misty and Ryan Yard ~ June 9, 2007

Misty Stafford did not expect to fall in love
with Ryan Yard when she approached him in the UT
San Antonio computer lab one evening to help her
complete a project that was due the next day. Ryan
graciously offered his assistance, and Misty, in
gratitude, offered to buy him a beer. So began a
beautiful romance.

After graduation, Misty and Ryan moved to
New York City, arriving shortly before the September
11 attacks on the World Trade Center. Needless to say,
their first few months in New York were difficult, but
it was a time of growth for both of them.

Unlike Ryan’s grandparents, Betty and Arthur
Mix, who were married at the Little Church within six

months of first meeting, Misty and Ryan proceeded to
the altar at a more leisurely pace. Several years after
moving to New York, they became unofficially
engaged over dinner at a lovely restaurant in Mexico
with a view of the ocean when Ryan, swept up by the
romance of the moment, spontaneously proposed.
Misty told him that of course she would marry him, but
the couple agreed that they would not be “officially”
engaged until Misty had an engagement ring.

Misty and Ryan Yard, June 9, 2007

Back in New York, the official engagement
was some time in coming. After waiting a number of
months, Misty called a photographer friend of hers to
take engagement pictures. The morning of the photo
shoot, Ryan told Misty that her outfit was missing
something, and presented her with an engagement ring.

The couple chose to be married at the Little
Church because of the connection with Ryan’s family
and their appreciation of the church’s history. Misty
was baptized and confirmed at the church before the
wedding, and when their son Juaquin was born in
September 2011, he was baptized at Transfiguration as
well. In the spring of 2012, the family moved back to
Texas in search of a home with a backyard. They are
expecting their second child in July. They keep a
special place in their hearts for New York City, and
especially for the Little Church Around the Corner.


