
THE LITTLE FAMILY 
Then and Now 

A while ago we invited members of Transfiguration’s “Little Family” (i.e., all the couples who were married here) to 
share some of their life experiences with us.  We were thrilled to receive so many responses, especially from couples 
married here in the 1940s and 1950s, but also from other decades, even the new century.   We quickly realized that we 
would have to devote more than one newsletter to our “alumni.”  We hope you enjoy this latest installment! 

September 25, 1944 ~ Eleanor and Lawson Stevenson 

Eleanor Ann Kaihlanen and Lawson Stevenson 
met in 1940 at the local public high school in Ashtabula, 
Ohio, when Eleanor was 14 and Lawson was 17.  They 
dated throughout high school but though deeply in love, 
Eleanor was still too young to marry. Lawson eventually 
entered the army while she remained to finish school.     

When his training in California came to a close, 
Lawson knew he would soon be joining his unit overseas.  
Before he left, he wanted to make the girl of his dreams 
his wife. So knowing that Eleanor was approaching her 
18th birthday, he asked her to marry him before he 
shipped out. She happily agreed, but when would they be 
able to wed? Lawson could not return to Ohio, but he 
would not be swayed.  Knowing his unit would have a 
brief stop-over in New York City, he asked Eleanor to 
travel by train and meet him outside of Grand Central 
Station. Eleanor conscribed her good friend Dona Olson 
to accompany her and they met Lawson as he called out 
to her from Grand Central’s balcony.   

Eleanor and Lawson had a wonderful wedding at 
Little Church, with Dona Olson serving as witness and 
maid of honor.  After a sad farewell with Lawson, the 
new Mrs. Stevenson returned to Ohio to await his return.   

After the war was over, Eleanor and Lawson 
lived in Ashtabula.  Eleanor became a grade school 
teacher and Lawson a rural mail carrier.  Lawson 
designed and helped build their dream home on the 
Stevenson family farm, and they raised three wonderful 
children.  After retiring in 1972, they enjoyed travelling, 
especially to Maine and out West to the Grand Tetons.  
Lawson, a well-known model train builder, has his prized 
model railroad exhibited at the Ashtabula Maritime 
Museum.  Eleanor, a writer, had several articles 
published by the Ashtabula Star Beacon.   

Though Lawson passed away in December 2009, 
Eleanor continues to live in their home filled with the 
happy memories of a wonderful married life that began at 
the Little Church. 

February 4, 1961 ~ Ute and Roy Tellini 

Ute Thrum had recently moved to the United 
States from Germany when she decided to attend an 
outing to Jones Beach hosted by a German social club, 
the “Liederkranz.”  There she met Roy Tellini. Although 
Ute had to return to Manhattan early and missed the 
dancing and other festivities that night, Roy asked her for 
her phone number before she left.  She was overjoyed 
when he called the next morning. 

Ute and Roy chose to be married at the Little 
Church because Roy was a Roman Catholic and Ute was 
a Lutheran.  Although neither went to church regularly, 
when they did, it was to the Little Church Around the 
Corner.   

 
Ute and Roy Tellini on their wedding day 



 
 
 

The Church of the Transfiguration is grateful for the continuing support of all its donors.  Ways to give include annual pledging, 
gifts to mark life’s special milestones, and donations for specific capital campaigns required to maintain the beauty of the church for 
future generations. 

For information, please go to our website: www.littlechurch.org or call the church office: (212) 684-6770 

All gifts are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations 

Ute notes that no one who attended could ever 
forget their wedding, partially because the snow on their 
wedding day was horrendous!  As she was getting 
dressed in the boarding house on 11 West 10th Street 
where she lived, Ute wondered how she was going to get 
to the church. Miraculously, the limousine arrived and 
Ute put plastic bags over her satin shoes and tip-toed 
down the front steps into the car. At the Little Church, a 
path had been shoveled but it did not accommodate Ute’s 
wide hoop skirt. So she was carried into the church by her 
brother-in-law, who had been able to get to the church by 
subway.  After the wedding in the little chapel, officiated 
by Father Orin Griesmeyer, Roy carried Ute back to the 
car and on to the reception at the Fifth Avenue Hotel 
down near 9th Street.  

After their wedding, Roy worked as an 
administrator for a large New York law firm, and Ute 
became an art historian and taught at Rutgers University.  
They had two children, Thomas and Susan.  In 2007, they 
moved to New Hampshire to be closer to Susan and their 
two grandchildren.   

In retirement, Roy attends the University of New 
Hampshire, studying literature, music, theology and 
history.  Ute is still keenly interested in art history and 
gives lectures once in a while, but mostly enjoys being a 
grandmother. 

 June 22, 1998 ~ Melinda and Robert Lissauer 

Melinda Dopper had no idea what adventures 
were in store for her when she agreed to write a fan letter 
to Robert Lissauer, author of Lissauer’s Encyclopedia of 
Popular Music, on behalf of a man she was dating.  By 
the time Robert received her letter and called her, she and 
her boyfriend had broken up.  But a new romance began 
that day:  she and Robert spoke for over an hour.  After a 
telephone courtship of four or five months and a few trips 
to visit each other in their respective home states, 
Melinda moved from California to New York City in 
October of 1997.  She and Robert announced their 
engagement on New Year’s Eve. 

Melinda had always dreamed of a church 
wedding.  But there was a hitch:  Robert had already been 
married four times.  Robert was a parishioner at 
Transfiguration as well as a member of the council of the 
Episcopal Actors’ Guild and they went to see Father Catir 

about their dilemma.  He suggested they have a wedding 
at The Players, and then come back to the Little Church 
for a blessing. 

 
Melinda and Robert Lissauer, June 22, 1998  

Melinda and Robert took Father Catir’s advice 
and made plans to be married at The Players by a family 
friend from Michigan who was a federal judge.  Just four 
days before the wedding, however, their friend 
discovered that she could not legally perform the 
wedding in New York!  Fortunately, she was able to 
arrange for a fellow judge in New York City to perform a 
quickie ceremony the next day.  Three days later, 
Melinda and Robert had another ceremony at The Players, 
and three weeks later Father Catir blessed their union at a 
service at the Little Church. 

After their wedding, Melinda and Robert spent 
time travelling.  In 2004, Robert (who was almost 40 
years older than Melinda) passed away, and Melinda 
moved to New Jersey.  However, she notes that her life is 
still in New York City!  She loves the theatre and serves 
on the council of the Episcopal Actors’ Guild.  


