
THE LITTLE FAMILY
Then and Now

A while ago we invited members of Transfiguration's "Little Family" (i.e., all the couples who were married here) to
share some of their life experiences with us. We were thrilled to receive so many responses, especially from couples
married here in the 1940s and 1950s, but also from other decades, even the new century. We quickly realized that we
would have to devote more than one newsletter to our "alumni." We hope you enjoy this latest installment!

July 1, 1961 ~ Priscilla H. and Wan K. Chew

Priscilla Rogers met Wan Kong Chew when he
was an architecture student at Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute in Troy, New York, where Priscilla lived with
her family. When Wan picked her up for their first date
(Ingmar Bergman's "Wild Strawberries"), he arrived with
some "chaperones": seven to ten of his male friends, who
accompanied them to the film and then went with them
for ice cream. The friends, all perfect gentlemen,
accompanied Priscilla and Wan on several more dates
before leaving the couple to themselves.

"Our wedding was small, but perfect" remembers
Priscilla. Priscilla's mother discovered Little Church as
she was sightseeing one day and fell in love with it. She
thought her daughter should be married there, and
Priscilla agreed. On their wedding day, Priscilla's father
was so happy for his daughter and new son-in-law that he
cried loudly during the whole wedding service. After the
ceremony, the couple and their guests attended an
elaborate Chinese banquet reception at a restaurant not
far from the church.

Shortly after their marriage, Priscilla and Wan
moved to Hawaii, believing that its multi-cultural
diversity provided a better place to raise their children.
Priscilla, who had been studying at the Fordham Hospital
School of Nursing in the Bronx at the time they were
married, completed her nursing training, going on to
work in a number of doctors' offices and doing volunteer
work with developmentally disabled children. Wan had a
long career as an architect, working for many years on
projects for the notable Vladimir Ossipoff, who was
famous for creating the style known as "Hawaiian
Modern."

The couple has two sons, Clifford, 49, who lives
in Hawaii, and Calvin, 47, who lives in Florida, and three
grandchildren, a girl and two boys, ages 14, 11 and 9.
Priscilla and Wan recently moved to Ewa Beach, a mixed
community on Oahu, and are in the process of
researching retirement communities.

September 9, 1972 ~ Jane and William "Terry"
Murray, Jr.

When her friend Henry asked for her assistance
in hosting a cocktail party, Jane Sheridan was pleased to
help. Little did she know that she was about to embark
on a whirlwind courtship that would change her life
forever. At the cocktail party, she met Henry's friend
Terry, who promptly asked her out. They dated for 30
straight days. On the 30th day, Terry proposed.

Terry had been brought up in Atlanta as a Roman
Catholic, while Jane had grown up an Episcopalian in
Pittsburg. They wanted to be married in New York City,
where they both worked, and originally sought to have
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the wedding at St. Patrick's Cathedral. When the
Cathedral would not agree to have a wedding co-
officiated with an Episcopal priest, Terry remembered the
Little Church, where he had recently attended a wedding.
Three months after he proposed, Terry and Jane
exchanged vows in the chapel of the Little Church at a
service co-officiated by a priest from Transfiguration and
a local Roman Catholic priest.

Jane and Terry had wanted an intimate church
wedding, but had planned a huge outdoor reception at the
Tavern on the Green. This plan was jeopardized when a
hurricane was forecast to hit New York in early
September! Happily, the storm dissipated by their
wedding day, and their reception was held under bright
and sunny skies.

After their wedding, Jane and Terry stayed in
New York. Terry continued to work in banking, and Jane
pursued careers in a variety of fields, working in real
estate and as a fashion editor and running her own
business selling designer clothes. Jane and Terry have
one son, William "Tripp" Murray, who continued the
family tradition of Little Church weddings (see story
below).

We wish Jane and Terry a very happy 40th
wedding anniversary!

April 23, 2005 ~ Melissa and William "Tripp"
Murray III

Melissa Opper met William "Tripp" Murray III at
a birthday party for a mutual friend, and it was love at
first sight. Tripp was tall, handsome, charming, and most
importantly, a gentleman. However, as an investment
banker, Tripp was working long hours, and so it was
difficult to find time to go on proper dates. Even though
they both lived in New York City, Tripp and Melissa
ended up conducting quite a bit of their courtship by e-
mail!

When they became engaged and decided to get
married in New York City, they knew immediately that
they wanted to have their wedding at the Little Church.
In addition to the fact that Tripp's parents had been
married at Transfiguration, the inclusive nature of the
church was especially important to Melissa and Tripp.
They were impressed by the way the church welcomed
everyone, and were delighted that Melissa's aunt, a

Unitarian minister, was able to co-officiate at the
ceremony with Father Warren Haynes.

On their wedding day, Melissa was suffering
from laryngitis, and when she repeated her vows, only
Tripp could hear her. Melissa also remembers being
grateful that the aisle was not longer, since her niece and
nephew, who were serving as flower girl and ring bearer,
got scared and had to be carried down the aisle by
Melissa's sister, the maid of honor!

After the wedding, the Murrays went by rickshaw
to their reception, which was held in the National Arts
Club in Gramercy Park.

The couple now live on the Upper East Side with
their two children: William T. Murray IV ("Liam"), who
is five years old, and Elizabeth Sheridan Murray, who is
almost three. Both Liam and Elizabeth were baptized at
Transfiguration by the current Rector, Andrew St. John.
The Murrays still attend services at the church when time
permits, and look forward to many more happy occasions
to be celebrated at the Little Church.


