
Restoring The Church 
of the Transfiguration’s
South Wall and

Historic Stained Glass

God Bless 
The Little Church 



The Church of the Transfiguration is anEpiscopal church located at One East

29th Street, between Fifth and Madison

Avenues, in New York City.  Its motto is

“Fides Opera” (Latin for “Faith and

Works”), which embodies the church’s

commitment to putting faith into action to

serve the community.  The church pro-

vided sanctuary to African Americans dur-

ing the Civil War and in the 19th century

opened its doors to members of the acting

community at a time when the profession

was considered socially disreputable.  In-

spired by its story, thousands of couples

chose to be married at the church, with

their numbers reaching a peak of several

thousand per year during the Second

World War.  Today the church continues its

ministry both near and far, providing food

for the homeless in Madison Square Park

and supporting AIDS orphans in Tanzania. 



Houghton Window
The memorial window to the Rev. Dr. George
Clarke Houghton, rector of the parish from
1897-1923 and nephew of the church’s first
rector, was given to the church by Dr.
Houghton’s only daughter.  The central panel

The church is a historic landmark and
contains many beautiful and inspiring
works of art.  We are currently seeking to
raise funds for the restoration of the
church’s south wall and for the stained
glass windows located along this wall,
which were given to the church in the late
19th and early 20th centuries.  Gifts of any
amount are gratefully received.



depicts Dr. Houghton celebrating Mass in the
Mary Chapel during the 1920 Anglo-Catholic
Congress in New York.  

Surrounding Dr. Houghton are seven saints
connected with the seven Sacraments:

Baptism: St. George (top left), the name
saint of Dr. Houghton and the patron saint 
of England and of soldiers.

Holy Eucharist: St. Barnabas (top center),
a first century apostle described in the Bible 
as “a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of
Faith” (Acts 11:24).

Holy Matrimony: St. John the Evangelist
(top right), on whose feast day Dr. Houghton
and his wife were married.

Confirmation: St. Dunstan (bottom left),
a Benedictine monk and Archbishop of Can-
terbury who in the 10th century restored 
organized monasticism in England after it had
been destroyed by the Vikings.

Holy Orders: St. John Chrysostom
(bottom center-left), a famed preacher who as
Archbishop of Constantinople in the late 4th
and early 5th centuries pursued reform and
attacked the misuse of wealth and power.   

Penance: St. John of Nepomuk (bottom
center-right), a 14th century priest and the
patron saint of Prague, who according to leg-
end gave up his life rather than violate the seal
of the Confessional.  

Holy Unction: St. Stephen Harding
(bottom right), the English saint who in the
12th century founded the Cistercian Order,
noted for its austerity, simplicity and high
ideals.

The Houghton Window has a large inward
bulge centered at the spring point of the wood
frames’ arch between the panels to the south
side of the window. There are also holes 
between the window and the sill, and the 
exterior wood sill is rotted. The estimated
cost of restoring this window is $23,000.
($3,000 raised as of July 31, 2015)



St. John the Baptist 
and Christ Child Windows
Leonard Kip Memorial Window 

and Edwin Hollis Low Memorial Window

These windows portray St. John the Baptist
and the Christ Child.  St. John the Baptist
stands on the right, wearing animal skins and
holding a staff which proclaims Christ with
the words “Ecce Agnus Dei” (“Behold the

Lamb of God”) appearing on the banner.  
The Christ Child sits on the left wearing a red
robe.  A lamb stands next to each child. 

The St. John the Baptist window was given



in memory of Leonard Kip, who died on Jan-
uary 21, 1901, and the Christ Child window
was given in memory of Edwin Hollis Low,
who died on July 18, 1903.

Both the Christ and St. John windows are
bulging where they meet at the top of the di-
viding frame. The St. John the Baptist window
is also bulging above the ventilator on the east
side of the window. In addition, the paint of
the lamb standing by St. John is failing to the
point that only clear glass is visible.  
The estimated cost for restoring these 
windows is $23,000. ($10,000 raised as of
July 31, 2015)

Knight Window
Richard Mansfield Memorial Window

This window was
given in memory of
the noted actor
Richard Mansfield,
who was known for
his performances in
Shakespeare plays, in
Gilbert and Sullivan
operas, and in the
title roles of “Dr.
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.”
When he died in
1907, the New York
Times stated that as
an interpreter of
Shakespeare, “he had
no living equal in his
later days…. He was
the greatest actor of
his hour, and one of
the greatest of all
times”.
The window shows

a knight in plate



armor and a cape, holding a sword, and was
given to the church by Mrs. Mansfield. The
bottom pane of the window contains these
words:

“God is Light—God is Love”
“One who never turned his back, 

but marched breast forward, 
Never doubted clouds would break, 

Never dreamed though right were worsted
wrong would triumph, 

Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better,
Sleep to wake.”

The perimeter wood frame around the
Knight window must be replaced or restored,
and the exterior protective glazing of the win-
dow must be replaced.  In addition, the colors
in the bottom glass pane of the Knight win-
dow must be restored to coordinate with the
rest of the stained glass. The estimated cost
of restoring this window is $15,000.

Lychgate Window
Joseph Jefferson Memorial Window

The Lychgate window commemorates the 
incident that gave The Church of the Transfig-
uration its popular and beloved name of The
Little Church Around The Corner. The win-
dow was given by the Episcopal Actors’ Guild
of America and its friends in memory of
Joseph Jefferson and was unveiled on Febru-
ary 20, 1925, the anniversary of his ninety-
sixth birthday. 

When the actor George Holland died in
December, 1870, his close friend Joseph Jeffer-
son called upon the rector of another church
in the area to make arrangements for the 
funeral.  The clergyman demurred on learning
that the funeral was for an actor, but added
that there was “a little church around the cor-
ner where they did that kind of thing.” Hear-
ing this, Joseph Jefferson fervently exclaimed
“God bless the little church around the corner!”



The funeral was performed on December 22,
1870, by the first rector, Dr. George Hendric
Houghton.  

The window shows Jefferson, clad in the
tatters of his famous role of “Rip Van Winkle,”
leading George Holland, wrapped in a shroud,
toward the friendly Lychgate of the Church,
where the figure of the Savior awaits them
with outstretched arms.  A scroll beneath
bears Jefferson’s benediction:  “God bless the
little church around the corner.”  The smaller
scenes above and below the main figures de-
pict portions of the story of Rip Van Winkle. 

The perimeter wood frame of the Lychgate
window must be replaced or restored, and the
exterior protective glazing of the window



must be replaced.  In addition, the current 
finish on the interior surroundings of the
window must be removed and replaced with
new drywall, and the metal framing support-
ing the stained glass must be refinished. 
The estimated cost for restoring this 
window is $23,000. (100% of funds raised)

The South Wall
Restoration work is also needed for the
south wall of the church where the 
stained glass windows described above 
are located. 

The exterior brick requires a thorough 
repointing, and in certain areas the exist-
ing brick must be replaced with new
brick. The plaster finish on the inside wall
must be removed and replaced with dry-
wall. The wood paneling at the wall and in
some ceiling areas also requires restora-
tion due to water damage. The estimated
cost of this work is $105,000. ($60,000
raised as of July 31, 2015)
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Additional South Wall Windows
The Angel Window, the St. John the Evangelist
Window and the Hope Window, also located
along the South Wall, have been fully funded.



To contribute to the restoration of the south wall 
and its historic stained glass windows, 

please complete this card and return it to the
church at the address below.

Donation Levels:

I/We would like to direct my/our contribution to:
$_____the Houghton Window
$_____the St. John the Baptist and 

Christ Child Windows
$_____the Knight Window
$_____the Stained Glass Windows in general
$_____the South Wall Restoration 

Project in general
(including the Stained Glass Windows)

$___________Total

I/We would like to make the contribution
in honor of______________________________

in memory of_______________________________  

Contributions of $500 or more will be recognized 
on a plaque. I/We would like to be recognized as:

_____________________________________________
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•�Cherub  . . . . . . . . . .$25

•�Angel . . . . . . . . . . . .$50

•�Guardian Angel  . .$100

•�Archangel  . . . . . . .$250

•�Virtue  . . . . . . . . . .$500

•�Cherubim . . . . ..$1,000

•�Seraphim  . . . . . .$2,500

•�Saint . . . . . . . . . .$5,000

•�Other  . . . . . . . . .$____

Send checks payable to:
The Church of the Transfiguration
South Wall/Stained Glass Windows

1 East 29th Street   New York, NY 10016

Thank you for your support!
The Church of the Transfiguration 

is a 501(c)(3) organization. 
All gifts are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations.

To donate by credit card 
and for updates on the South Wall campaign, go to

http://littlechurch.org/#/support-us/south-wall-restoration


