Your Gaze
I was about 12 years old, living in ‘small
town’ America (population 364). I had gone
with my dad to our garden spot a few
miles out of town on a long dusty gravel
road, literally out in the middle of nowhere.
On our way back home I courageously
blurted out in my Arkansas twang, “Can I
drive?”
Dad squeezed himself next to the driver’s
side door and let me scoot across the
wide bench seat in behind the steering
wheel. Giving me a few brief instructions,
we were off . . . S—L—O—W—L—Y.
I was driving!
A moment later dad saw a bright red cardinal perched in a tree to the right of the
road ahead. He pointed to the bird and I
looked at it.
The next thing I knew dad jerked the
steering wheel to the left to get us back
on the road. Driving lesson over.
I had become a perfect example of what
‘not’ to do. Having no prior experience, I
naturally steered the car in the exact direction I looked. I saw the bird in the tree
and I unconsciously adjusted the steering
wheel toward the bird, the object of my
gaze.

Let your eyes look directly ahead,
And let your gaze be fixed straight in
front of you.
--Proverbs 4:25
This might be a good proverb for any inexperienced driver, but Solomon was
warning about one’s gaze as it applies to
life. Observing that we are all on a spiritual journey he encourages us to give careful attention to our path, not turning to
the right or left. In this way the wise will
avoid evil.
It is true in our physical lives and in our
spiritual lives: We will walk along a path
according to the gaze of our eyes.
Therefore, since we have so great a
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance,
and the sin which so easily entangles
us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before
Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
--Hebrews 12:1-2
Upon what is your gaze?
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