
Humility Versus Pride 
Proverbs: Lesson 9 !

INTRODUCTION: 
• Pride - “The love of one’s own excellence.” - Augustine 

• “Pride is regarding oneself as the most important person around…Pride manifests itself in too high 
self esteem or two low self esteem.” 

• “A proud man is always looking down on things and people: and, of course, as long as you are looking 
down, you cannot see something that is above you.” CS Lewis, Mere Christianity. 
• “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than 

he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned.” Romans 12:3 

• “Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who are commending 
themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare themselves with one 
another, they are without understanding.” 2 Corinthians 10:12 

• “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit” - Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is 
your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to 
say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil.” James 4:13-16 !

• Humility - “Finding one’s worth so securely in God’s unearned favor that one is not very 
concerned about self-esteem at all. 
• “He must increase, I must decrease.” John 3:30 
• “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less.” CS Lewis 
• “Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what most people call “humble” 

nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person who is always telling you that, of course, he 
is nobody.  Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who 
took a real interest in what you said to him. If you do dislike him it will be because you feel a little 
envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he will 
not be thinking about himself at all.” CS Lewis, Mere Christianity 

• “Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.  
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interest of others.” Philippians 2:3-4 !!!

I. The pride of Adam 
a. Rather than trust in God’s word, Adam desired to have his own eyes opened and to be like God. 
b. Sin 1: not intervening when the serpent began to pervert God’s word to Eve. Adam was 

consumed with worshipping the creation, and he ignored the creator. 
c. Sin 2: the desire to be wise in his own eyes.  Adam thought he knew what was best. (Romans 

12:16) 
d. God’s will is that we worship him. “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.” Romans 1:25 
e. “The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.”  God desires that we seek Him for wisdom 

(James 1:5) 



!
II.  The pride of Babel 
 a. They aim to build a city,  build a tower in the city, make a name for themselves, and to not  
 disperse all over the earth. These aims are all in direct disobedience to God’s command for them  
 to be “teem on the earth and multiply on it.”  
 b. Sin 1: the love of human praise. We don't like to be disapproved of.  We want to make a name  
 for ourselves.  
 c. Sin 2: the love of security.  We build a wall and we want to make sure our lives are secure. 
 d. God’s will is not that we find our joy in the praise of men, but we find out joy in the praise of  
 Him. 
 e. God’s will is that we find our security in Him, not locks and walls.  !
III.  The humility of Jesus 
 a. Jesus was tempted, in the wilderness, with the same sins of pride as Adam and the people of  
 Shinar. 
 b. Temptation 1: the love of self in turning stone to bread.  Jesus denied his own hunger and the  
 temptation to elevate his own power. 
 c. Temptation 2: the love of self in testing God’s word. Jesus denied the temptation to put God’s  
 word to the test in making his own name great. 
 d. Temptation 3: the love of self in power and authority.  Jesus denied the temptation to worship  
 the creation rather than the creator. 
 e. “Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the  
 form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing,  
 taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form,  
 he humbled himself to become obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”    
 Philippians 2:5-8 !!!
What did we learn? How is our learning impacting our living? 

• What are some specific ways that we are prideful today? 
• How is pride related to the rest of our sin?  
• How does pride affect our witness to the gospel? 
• What is the best tool for crushing pride in our lives?  !!


