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Summary

Religion plays a significant role in both encouraging and discouraging HIV and AIDS prevention.  Religious beliefs, attitudes, teachings, and practices can contribute both negative and positive dimensions to efforts aimed at promoting HIV and AIDS prevention. The challenge is to recognize how restrictive or judgmental religious tenets and tendencies may complicate efforts to eradicate the disease, and to discern how theological and ethical convictions combined with compassion can contribute to protecting the well-being of persons and promoting the goal of an AIDS-free world. No world religion has a monopoly on either creating or eliminating obstacles to promoting HIV and AIDS prevention.    Each religious tradition must be challenged to draw from its own rich resources of faith and to play a key role in addressing programs of prevention and becoming partners in the struggle to conquer HIV and AIDS.

Speakers:

Zahid Hussain, (President of Sustainable Resource Foundation (SURF), Pakistan), "Religion and HIV/ AIDS: Do we communicate to integrate or alienate?"
Youngsook Charlene Kang, (District Superintendent, the United  Methodist Church,USA), “Women and HIV-AIDS Prevention Challenges"
Lok Praksh, (National MSM Task Force , India), “Yogic way of life - an effortless living”
Donald E. Messer, (Executive Director, Center for the Church and Global AIDS, Colorado,USA), “People of Faith As Partners In Preventing HIV and AIDS”
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