
Back to the Basics 
Knowing God: The Habit of Reading Scripture 

 
What is the Bible? 
The Bible is a collection of writings divinely inspired by God and authored by several people that provides a history 
of God’s interaction with humanity – primarily Israel in the Old Testament and the Church in the New Testament.  
The Bible is important because – as a whole – it gives us a trustworthy understanding of God and his desire to exist 
in loving relationship with humanity.  When a person has decided to investigate or worship God, that person has to 
begin with some basic elements.  The Bible tells us everything we need to know about God, such as: 

 Who God is. 

 What He’s like. 

 Why He created us. 

 What His plan is. 

 How he interacts with creation. 
The Bible is our highest and most important source of authority when it comes to knowledge about God or 
humanity.   
 
Knowing God 
What few people understand about God is that he isn’t just some impersonal, inactive force.  God is a person with a 
personality.  He thinks and feels and relates and plans and lives, just like you and me.  In fact, we can tell a lot about 
God just by looking at ourselves – because we are created in His image (Genesis 1:26).  So when we read about 
God in the Bible, we read about something that is real and can be experienced in personal relationship.  And that’s 
exactly what we’ve been invited to do. 
 
The Starting Place 
It’s important to understand reading scripture forms a foundation, but it isn’t the whole building.  The eventual goal 
of reading scripture is learning to apply it in the greater context of an active and growing relationship with God. 

 Reading leads to understanding. 

 Understanding leads to trust. 

 Trust leads to obedience. 

 Obedience leads to experience. 

 Experience leads to community. 

 Community is the goal of salvation. 
 
Applying This Habit with Psalm 23 & Romans 8:31-39 

1) Ask the Holy Spirit to be with you, illuminate this passage to you, and show you how you can apply it to 
your life. 

2) Slowly read the passage to yourself two times. 
3) Slowly read the passage out loud once. 
4) Close your eyes for a moment and sit in silence. 
5) Answer these answers on a separate sheet of paper or in a journal: 

a. Through whom did God write this? 
b. What would the passage have meant to the original audience? 
c. Is this a stand-alone passage or is it part of a larger story? 
d. What things do you notice about the passage?   
e. What does this passage reveal about God? 
f. What is the main idea of this passage? 
g. Considering the previous two questions, what is one way you can apply this passage practically in 

your life? 
6) Slowly read the passage out loud one final time. 
7) Ask God to continually help you apply this passage in your life.  


