Dear Friends,
There is a great bible passage that describes how important we are to God, and how much he has
blessed us in his son, Jesus Christ. “For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus
Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will…” (Ephesians 1:4-5)
The staff and students all enjoyed our annual Teen Challenge of the Dakotas men’s retreat
recently in nearby Minnesota. This is always a wonderful time where we all can relax, and enjoy
good food, fellowship and worship. Our special speaker this year was Pastor Charlie Sanders from
Sioux Falls. He shared his personal story about God’s healing and forgiveness, and his old days of
football glory also.
The signature theme song throughout the powerful chapels and worship time was, “Who You
Say I Am.” Some of the verses in the song were as follows: “There’s a place for me,” “I was lost but
He brought me in,” “I’m a child of God, yes I am.” “I am chosen, not forsaken.” We all praised God
and lifted our hands towards heaven, and sang these choruses and verses with volume and intense
passion. We asked the students to write down some of what they learned and experienced during
that special weekend. So you can see how much everyone was blessed and impacted as you read
some of their comments below.

“I had some
amazing talks
with staff and
students that
showed me a
lot about who I
really am.”

“I learned
just how
powerful
worship is.”

“Honestly, it was
probably the
greatest weekend
of my life.”

“I left the retreat
feeling sure that I
had experienced
God, and confident
that I had
witnessed others
experience God
as well.”

“I’m no
longer
afraid.”

“I loved the
comradery and
the brotherhood
and the unity. I
loved it all.”

“I learned
that my words
impact others, as
well as my walk
with God.”

“I’ve learned
that there is true
healing in being
vulnerable.”

“I learned
that I
need to
forgive.”

staff and student retreat

“I feel more at peace with
myself and am excited about
the future.”

“To see that I wasn’t
alone in areas of my
testimony gave me
more hope.”

“I learned that
His anointed
leaders are full
of His love. This
is remarkable.”

Jesus said in John’s gospel, “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love.
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” (John 15:9 & 11)
With your help of financial gifts and prayers, we are enabled to share God’s truth, grace and love here
at TCD. Thank you and God bless you richly for your faithfulness.
For changed lives,

Rev. Mike Gilmartin
Executive Director

