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2014 Summer Camp
Registration Form

Be Transformed.

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think. —Romans 12:2

Save some time! Sign up now at www.tallturf.org
Who We Are and What We Do:
Camp Tall Turf, a program of Tall Turf Ministries, is an intentionally diverse Christian camp that was founded
in 1968. At Tall Turf, we pursue God’s vision of wholeness and unity for all people. In our efforts to chase this
vision, we teach kids about the importance of being reconciled to each other, to ourselves, to God and to nature. Annually, Tall Turf serves around 500 youth through summer camp sessions and year-round programming opportunities. Summer camp takes place on the shores of Lake Campbell in Walkerville, MI, while
school year programs take place at our 816 Madison location in Grand Rapids.
Camp Structure:
During each session of camp, cabins (groups of eight campers and a counselor) spend five to eight days together eating, playing, sleeping, praying and learning new skills.
While the children will spend most of their time with this cabin
group, each day also provides supervised free time for campers to
pursue their own interests. All campers are carefully supervised 24
hours-a-day.
A Typical Day at camp:
Youth Camp (Ages 8 to 13)—A day at youth camp includes cabin activities, independent camper-chosen activities, and special evening
programs. Our program director plans and coordinates these activities with the counselors to ensure that each camper can experience
a variety of camp’s activities. Some of our activities include: swimming, archery, arts and crafts, an overnight campout, canoeing, cookouts, drama, dance, fishing and outdoor
sports.
Staff:
Each summer, our staff is carefully selected and trained during an intensive 10-day orientation. The training
equips staff to help children learn about themselves, others, nature, and God through the camp experience.
All applicants must pass two background checks and a central registry clearance as required by the State of
Michigan before they are eligible for employment. The counselor to camper ratio is 1 to 8 while the overall
staff ratio is 1 staff to 4 campers.
Licensing & Accreditation:
Camp Tall Turf is licensed by the State of Michigan as well as accredited by the American Camp Association
(ACA). ACA accreditation means a camp undergoes a thorough review of its operation—from staff qualifications and training to emergency management. In collaboration with experts from the field, ACA works to assure that current practices at camp reflect the most
Each registration must include:
up-to-date, research based standards in camp
operation and programming.
A registration form
Proof of age
A non-refundable deposit
Summer food service program form

Contact Information:
Tall Turf Ministries
816 Madison Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI
Phone: (616) 452-7906

49507

(Birth Cert or Shot Records)

Camp Tall Turf 2014

Camp Tall Turf’s Parents Need to Know
Please keep this sheet for your records.
If you have additional questions contact us at: (616)452-7906

Session

Session Dates

Final Payment Due*

Session 1 (ages 8—13)

June 28—July 5

June 23

Session 2 (ages 8—13)

July 7—11

July 2

Session 3 (ages 8—13)

July 19—July 26

July 14

Session 4 (ages 8—13)

August 8—August 15

August 3

Session 5 (ages 8—13)

August 18—August 22

August 13

July 28—August 2

July 23

Adventure Camp (ages 14—17)

*Final payments must be completed by the above dates. No payments will be accepted on the day of registration.
2013 Camper No Shows:
Any camper who registered but did not show for camp last summer must pay the full amount before their spot will be reserved.
Refunds and Cancellation
If the cancellation occurs one or more weeks before the first day of camp, then all the fees except the deposit will be refunded.
If the cancellation occurs less than one week before the first day of camp, no refund will be provided.

Before sending your child to camp
Medical Information*
If your child takes medication for ADD, ADHD or other behavioral related medicines during the school year, their medication
must be sent with your child to camp.
All medications must be sent in their original containers. Failure to do so may result in your child being unable to attend camp.
If your child is not to take their year-round medication during their stay at camp, you must submit a physician’s statement to
us before the first day of camp.
If a camper has lice, he/she will be sent home immediately. Please check your child before coming to camp.
*To prevent West Nile Virus, the Center for Disease Control recommends everyone wear long sleeve shirts and pants, apply bug spray with DEET to clothing and exposed skin,
and curb outside activity during dawn and dusk. Tall Turf will do its best to minimize campers’ exposure to mosquitoes, but we cannot prevent mosquito bites entirely.

What to Pack*
A bathing suit (no two piece suits)
Clothes for both warm and cool days
Tennis shoes
Towels

Sleeping Bag/Blankets and a pillow
Toiletries (shampoo, soap, toothbrush & paste, deodorant, comb or hair brush)
Bug Spray
Sunscreen

*Your child will be outside all week, so their clothes will get dirty. We advise that they pack clothes that can get dirty. Please label each of these items with your child’s name.

What to leave at home
Cell phones, iPods, MP3 players, other electronic devices
Pets

Money or other valuable items
Food or candy (these will be provided)

Sending your child to camp
Registration Day:
See the dates above for which day your session will start.
Plan to arrive at 1:30pm for every session’s registration at our Grand Rapids location (816 Madison Ave. SE)
The check-in/registration process will include:
Paperwork check
Check-in with the Head Cook and Health Officer
Drop off with your child’s counselor
Campers will then stay with their counselor until the buses are loaded and leave for camp.
Campers will be given specific rules while on the bus, such as no standing, be quiet at railroad crossings, etc.

While your child is at camp
Contacting your child:
We do not allow outgoing phone calls as they interrupt camp schedule and affect camper morale.
If you need to contact your child because of an emergency, call our office at (616) 452-7906 and we will contact camp as
needed.
You are welcomed and encouraged to write your child at camp. Information on how to do so will be available at registration.
More information:
The possession or use of alcohol, illegal drugs or weapons is prohibited.
If there is reason to believe that a camper is in possession of stolen item(s), camp staff may search for the item in the presence
of the camper. If the item(s) are found, parents/guardians will be notified and the child may be sent home.
Any camper sent home for discipline reasons will forfeit his/her fees.
In case of any emergency, physical or otherwise, the Directors will notify the parent or guardian immediately.

Picking your child up
Grand Rapids Pick Up:
See the camp dates on the reverse side for pick-up dates.
Campers will return to 816 Madison around 11:30am on the last day of camp.
You must provide photo identification in order to pick up your child.
In case of a transportation delay that may impact arrival or departure times, Tall Turf staff will contact your primary phone
number. If you are unable to be reached at this number, we will contact the designated emergency contact number given on
the registration form.
Honors Campfire Pick Up:*
On the last day of camp, parents/guardians have the option of attending Honors Campfire at Camp (7:30pm-7:45pm). If you
wish to join us for this event, pick up directions at registration or contact us at (616) 452-7906.
You may take your child home after Honors Campfire once you have checked your child out with the Director. You will be
asked to provide photo identification at camp before you leave with your child.
*Transportation is not provided for parents who wish to attend Honors Campfire

For Emergencies or Questions:
In case of an emergency at camp, the Directors will notify you immediately. If there is an emergency at home and you need to contact your child, please call us at (616) 452-7906 or email camp@tallturf.org. We check our voicemail and email regularly and will
return your message as soon as we are able.

We look forward to seeing you soon!
Tall Turf Ministries
816 Madison Ave. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
Phone: (616) 452-7906
Fax: (616) 452-7907
Email: info@tallturf.org

Is your paperwork complete?
Each registration must include:
A registration form

Proof of age
A non-refundable deposit
(Birth Cert or Shot Records)
Summer food service program form

