
 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

A place of  beginning, becoming, and belonging! 

Weiner Roast & Hayrack Ride 
Wednesday, November 8 

5:30pm—8:00pm 
 

Don’t miss out on the fun!  There will be hot 

dogs & marshmallows to roast, hot chocolate 

and caramel apples too!  Don’t forget to bring 

your lawn chairs, and to wear something warm 

for the hayride.  Hope to see you there! 

Thursday, November 9  

@ 7:00 PM 

This is a FREE concert at Sugar Creek (A 

love offering for the group will be taken).  

Look for more info coming soon!   

To listen to their music, and learn more 

about This Hope, check out their website at 

www.thishope.org. 

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks back on 

November 5 at 2 a.m. 

Tues. November 21 
7:00 p.m. 

Community 
Thanksgiving Service 

This special service will be held at Sugar Creek 
with a time of fellowship after the service.  
Drinks and cookies will be served. 

The Missions Team is hosting a Trivia Night at 

Sugar Creek with all proceeds benefiting the       

Panther Pack Backpack Ministry.  The cost is 

$10 per person, and everyone is welcome to 

join in the fun! 

Sunday, November 12 
5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m. 

$10 per person 



It’s annual Charge Conference time again!  We will 
have a combined meeting with Chatham United 
Methodist Church, where the meeting will also be 
held (104 W. Chestnut St., Chatham).  Everyone is 
welcome to attend Charge Conference, and we ask 
that ALL team chairs be present. 
 

The Conference is officiated by our District Super-
intendent, Rev. Sylvester Weatherall.  The primary 
responsibilities of the  conference is to review and 
evaluate the total mission and  ministry of the 
church, receive reports, and adopt objectives and 
goals recommended by the church council/
leadership.  Please contact the Church  Office 
(office@sugarcreek.org or 483.2270) if you have 
any questions. 

Thursday, November 16 
7:00 p.m. 

1st   Dale Boyd 

2nd   Rachel Shea 

2nd   Justin King 

5th   Wayne Ealey 

8th   Chuck Frazee 

10th   Jennifer Smith 

11th   Terry Daugherty 

12th   Lucy Anderson 

15th   Donna Behl 

15th   Linda Stelte 

16th   Connor Mobley 

22nd    Glen Garrels 

24th   Kevin Jones 

27th   Steve Hedinger 

29th   Chub Hough 

30th   Brent Bearden 

11th     Tom & Judy Lowary 

23rd     Ed & Mary Ellen Gaffney 

27th     Gary & Gloria Tuxhorn 

29th     Carl & Amanda Kessler 

The United Methodist Men have a special program scheduled 

for this month!  All Sugar Creek men (and their friends) are 

invited to join us at the Church on Monday, November 13 

at 6:00 p.m.  Former state-wide newscaster, Ben Kiningham, 

and John Anderson will share stories from their life-long 

Amateur Radio hobby.  Ben will weave into their presentation 

how his Amateur Radio experiences led to his broadcasting 

career starting at WTAX to being carried on over 50 radio  

stations in IL. and MO. as Dean of Reporters at the Illinois 

State  Capitol.  Pizza is what’s on the menu! 

Pat Wright is Retiring! 
The Midwest Mission Distribution Center Board of Directors and Staff invite 
you to join them in celebrating the retirement of the Executive Director, Pat 
Wright and to meet their new Executive Director, Chantel Corrie. 

 

Saturday November 4, 2017 from 12—4 p.m. at Sugar Creek UMC 
 

Please RSVP by November 2 to cchase1253@gmail.com.  If you are unable to 
attend, cards may be sent to MMDC—please indicate “Pat’s Retirement” on the envelope and they will be given to 
her at the party. 
 

What are you thankful for? 



All these gifts have a common origin, but are handed out one 
by one by the one Spirit of God. He decides who gets what, and 
when. – 1 Corinthians 12:11 

Have you ever gone to the grocery store or a restaurant with an 
overwhelming taste for a particular kind of food, only to discover 
that the food you desired was no longer available? I know I have. 
In fact, my family says that I have what they’ve come to call “The 
Dinges Curse.” My family has discovered that whenever we go 
out to eat at a restaurant, they need to ask me what food I have a 
taste for and am planning to order. When I inform them of the 
choice I’ve made, they then avoid ordering that same menu item, 

because they know the odds are high that the item I chose will no longer be available. It’s “The Dinges 
Curse!” Often, whenever I have a real taste for something, the restaurant will sure to be out of it. 

Janie Cheaney had a similar experience when she had a taste for peaches in mid-September. She 
said her mouth was watering for the delicious taste of peaches as she pulled up to the “sale shed.” She was 
greeted, however, not by the sweet smell of peach nectar, but the “cidery scent of apples.” The clerk gave 
her the disappointing news that they were out of peaches and only had early apples and pumpkins avail-
able. Cheaney settled for buying a small bag of “Jonalicious” apples instead of the peaches she so desired. 

Her experience reminded her “about the nature of God’s gifts . . .” This being November and with 
Thanksgiving just around the corner, I want to share with you Cheaney’s thoughts regarding the nature of 
God’s gifts to us. Her words were written in the November 13, 1999, edition of World magazine, under the 
heading, “The Fruit Basket: Lessons learned from changes of season.” 

Cheaney was reminded of three things in particular: “First, they are unearned. Certain fruits humble 
me as nothing else can – so bountiful, so wonderful, so direct from God’s hand. [. . .] The first handful of 
red berries, picked off our own plants at the end of a hot day, overwhelmed me with their freshness and  
flavor: What did I do to deserve this? The answer, of course, is nothing. Nothing we do could earn even the 
simple pleasures of being alive, much less the eternal weight of glory for which God is preparing His people 
in their time on earth. 

“Second, God’s gifts are particular and specific. We often thank [God] generally for His ‘many bless-
ings,’ and indeed they number far too many to name. But each blessing has its own character. [. . .] To the 
child of God all things are blessings in their way, because all are used to conform us to the image of Christ. 
Each has its own flavor, whether delicate as a strawberry or heavy as a watermelon or sour as a lemon, and 
each should be appreciated for what it is, not denigrated for what it is not. 

“Third, no earthly blessing will last. Most of us prefer one season over another, but God accom-
plishes His purpose in all of them. [. . .] Pleasures are scattered on us like rays of dawn, and just as quickly 
fade. We hate to let the peaches go, but can no more hold on to them than the Israelites could store manna 
from heaven. Hothouse fruit offered in January may tempt, but it always disappoints. Seeking to indulge 
an unseasonable desire will pull the desire itself out of proportion and warp the soul.” 

Cheaney concludes her thoughts by addressing the important subject of being thankful, particularly 
during Thanksgiving. Read her words slowly and meditate on their profound message in this season of       
giving thanks! 

“Thanksgiving is a time for thanking God not so much for His last blessing, but because He is God 
who has new surprises in store for us. Rather than holding on to blessings whose time has passed, or seek-
ing more where they came from, a Christian looks ahead to what the Lord brings next, with open hands 
and a sense of expectation. Let the peaches go, and enjoy the apples and the pears. Let the harvest fruits 
wither, and embrace the warm tea cup on a cold winter night. Cherish happy moments, but accept sorrow 
with thanksgiving, knowing that in God’s economy nothing is futile. And hold to no gift but Christ, who 
holds you.” Just a thought. 

 

Pastor Paul 

...JUST A THOUGHT 



Come start your Christmas shopping with us! 

Christmas at Sugar Creek 
Saturday, November 25, 2017 

10am—3pm 

OVER 60 VENDORS 

Tastefully Simple 

Signature Home Styles 

Gifts of Wood 

Chloe & Isabel 

Touchstone Crystals 

Don's Candy 

Marj Schwager Designs 

Warm Wishes Stitches 

Beaded Halo Designs 

Jewel-ry Patch 

Purplemoon Creations 

Hand-Painted Silk Scarves 

by Carolyn & Shellie 

Perfectly Posh 

Eldion's Birdhouses 

Kim's Crafts 

Proceeds benefit the Sugar Creek Youth Mission Trips. 

Afghans, knitted & crocheted items, jewelry, 
purses, wood art, soaps & lotions, pet items, 
clothes, home decorations, home-made  
candies, and much, much more! 

Come early, and stay for lunch.  We will 
have homemade sloppy joes, hot dogs, 
and even a bake sale! 

Look for Christmas at Sugar Creek on 

Facebook for a full list of vendors. 

Please bring a non-perishable 

 food item for the Chatham  

Food Pantry. 

Save A Life Give Blood 
Central Illinois Community 

Blood Mobile will be on site 

from 10am to 1p.m.   

 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church—1022 New City Rd, Chatham, IL. (across from Ball Elementary) 
office@sugarcreek.org/www.sugarcreek.org/217.483.2270 



NOVEMBER 12 
ALL SERVICES! 

 

Don’t forget on Sunday, November 5 to bring in 

your non-perishable food donations for the       

Chatham Community-wide Food Drive sponsored 

by the Chatham Ministerial Alliance, Ball Chatham 

Food Pantry and Ball-Chatham School District’s     

Titan Fuel program.     

The Junior High Youth are selling 

baked goods in the Fellowship 

Hall during the Cookie, Coffee,   

& Conversation Times (9:15 & 
10:35) Sunday, November 5.  

Please stop by and purchase some 

goodies.  Proceeds going towards 

the purchase of new carpet in 

the Jr. High Youth room. 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
12:00 P.M.—4:00 P.M. 

Do you have a few hours to spare to help get the 

church ready for the Winter/Advent season?  The 

Sugar Creek Trustees are encouraging EVERYONE to 

get involved.  Remember many hands make light 

work.  Please bring a covered dish to share for a 

time of food and fellowship immediately following 

the third service on November 5.  Cleaning will     

begin after lunch!  Don’t forget to wear something 

casual to church! 

The Church Office will 

be closed on Thursday, 

November 23, and      

Friday, November 24. 

Wonderful Wednesday 
There will not be a meal or small 

groups on Wednesday, Nov. 22. 

Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, turn routine 

jobs into joy, and change ordinary opportunities into blessings. 

Staff Pastor Parish Relations 
Tuesday, November 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Education Meeting 
Monday, November 13 at 6 p.m. 

 

Trustee Meeting 
Tuesday, November 14 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Leadership Meeting 
Monday, November 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Missions Team 
Tuesday, November 28 at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Worship Team 
Thursday, November 30 at 6:30 p.m. 

MAKES THE 



 

We’ve set the date for the Sugar Creek Cookie Walk.  Mark your calendar for Saturday, 

December 2 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  We will need a variety of cookies, so please plan now 
to help with baking cookies and bringing them to the church on or before  Friday, December 
1.  We will be baking and decorating cookies on Thursday, November 30 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
in the Church Kitchen.  Join us!  Don’t forget to stop by the Cookie Walk and pick up some 
deliciously decorated Christmas cookies. 

YOUR MONEY 

FUNDING GOD’S MINISTRY 

But just as you excel in everything - in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

earnestness and in your love for Him - see that you also excel in this 

grace of giving. 2 Corinthians 8:7 

November’s Stewardship Scripture is our 

way of encouraging everyone to become a 

better steward.  Giving is an act of faith! 

Sharing our joy in Christ Jesus by 

reaching out to show God’s Love. 

General Fund 
 Contributions 
  Expense 
  Missions & Benevolence 
  Conference Obligations 
  Program Expense 
  Salaries (Pastor & Staff) 
  Utilities, Cleaning, Moving 

Total Expense 

Net Income (-loss) 

Building Fund 
  Contributions 

September 2017 
$18,223 

 
$1,479 
$2,136 
$1,078 

$13,710 
$2,902 

$21,305 

($3,082) 

 
$6,051 

Year to Date 
$182,989 

 
$13,603 
$19,224 
$12,498 

$103,271 
$30,595 

$179,191 

$3,798 

 
$24,242 

The Atchison family would like to 
thank everyone that provided a  
covered dish for the funeral lunch-
eon in memory/honor of  Steven  
Atchison (John’s son).  We deeply 
appreciated all of the cards, calls, 
and prayers we received from our 
Sugar Creek Church Family.   
 
John Atchison & Family 

 United Methodist Men 

Christmas Banquet 
Monday, December 11 at 6 p.m. 

The cost is just $10 per adult, which includes a catered 
meal and live entertainment!  Questions?  Contact Gail Cannedy 
(217.519.0618) for more details! 

POINSETTIAS FOR ADVENT SEASON 

Would you like to help with the purchase of poinsettias 
for the Advent Season?  With every $15 donation your 

name will be listed in the December church bulletins along with the 
name of the person you are honoring, remembering, and/or cele-
brating.  The poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary. Order 
forms will be available this month in the church foyer or office.  
Please contact the church office (office@sugarcreek.org or 697.4643) 

for more information. 

DECK THE HALLS 

We will be decorating the church for 
the Christmas season on Wednesday 
November 29. Dinner will be served at 
5:30 p.m. followed by decorating!  
Come join in the fun and fellowship. 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 

One Morning Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Family Service at 5:00 p.m. 

Communion & Candlelight Service at 11:00 p.m. 


