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What a great success our annual 
Vacation Bible School was 
last month! We met from Aug. 

13 to Aug. 17 in the evenings, enjoying 
Daniel’s visits to the marketplace, play-
ing great games in the playground, and 
joining in celebration every night. An 
average of 30 children, 30 adults, and 20 
volunteers attended each session. 

A big thank you goes to all of our won-
derful kitchen staff that served dinner 
nightly—you did an awesome job!

And, of course, thanks to all the won-
derful VBS helpers; we could not do this 
each and every year without you! 

—Debbie Pratt
Preschool and  

VBS 2012 Director

‘Babylon’ brought Bible to life 
Kids and adults enjoyed August's annual 
Vacation Bible School, where they explored both 
the prophet Daniel and the ancient city.

CLARION
is a publication of

St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
18631 Chapel Lane
Huntington Beach, ca 92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org

. EDITOR/DESIGN DIRECTOR
Kent K. Steinbrenner

. PHOTOGRAPHY & ILLUSTRATION
Cover: “Luminous Path” by Kurt Weston.

. CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME
To submit articles for the Clarion, please 
submit all information either in Microsoft 
Word or Apple’s Pages word-processing for-
mats, or else as text in the body of an e-mail. 
Please e-mail all articles to terry@stwilfrids 
church.org.

. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist Adult Formation
7:30 and 10 a.m. 8:45 a.m.

Nursery, 8:30–11:30 a.m. (Room 1)

Children’s Christian Formation: 
. Sunday School
    9:45–10:45 a.m., Level I (The Sheepfold, 

ages 3–6), Level II (The Vineyard, ages 
6–9)  and Level III (The Golden Thread, 
ages 9–11)

. Youth Bible Study
    8:45 a.m., Grades  6–8
. Confirm Not Conform
    8:45 a.m., High school grades
. Sunday School Exploration Time
    8:45–9:45 a.m., Atriums open to kids

 Healing Service
Third Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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ENJOYMENT: Above the article, Carissa and Timmy Cherpes get into the spirit of things 
at this summer’s Vacation Bible School. Below the article, kids and teachers dance next 
to the Babylon Marketplace, which featured scenes of daily life in the ancient city. 
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C
ommitment. It is a word 
we use at various times 
to describe the nature of 
our relationship with all 
manner of people, places, 

and things. I might say that I am com-
mitted to my family, to my favorite 
sports teams, to my mortgage. I might 
say that I am committed to principles, 
doctrines, theologies, diets, programs, 
institutions, causes, restaurants, 
brands . . . the list can go on and on. 

We beg out of activities, citing “prior 
commitments.” We hold potential sig-
nificant others at a distance because 
we fear commitment, suggesting 
that, at a heart level, we really do 
understand that commitment is a 
serious word, though using it so fre-
quently and indiscriminately dilutes 
its meaning.

The following quote, attributed to 
Abraham Lincoln, helps me better 
view commitment with the serious-
ness it deserves:

“Commitment is what transforms a 
promise into reality. It is the words that 
speak boldly of your intentions, and the 
actions which speak louder than the 
words. It is making the time when there 
is none. Coming through time after time 
after time, year after year after year. 
Commitment is the stuff character is 
made of; the power to change the face 
of things. It is the daily triumph of 
integrity over skepticism.”

The triumph of integrity over skepti-
cism: True commitment requires faith, 
and faith acts with hope in the face 
of skepticism and fear. How fitting 
that faith and commitment rely upon 
each other. You can’t truly have one 
without the other. Faith apart from 
works (commitment) is dead.

All of this leads me to share where 
commitment to the work of bringing 
God’s kingdom to earth as it is in 
heaven has brought me. Though much 
of my life is lived out before you in 
sermons and lessons, what it means 
to truly commit to this kingdom work 

has been difficult to share... in part 
because it is still an unfolding under-
standing. 

God’s kingdom is so broad and there 
are so many ways to participate, how 
do I know where to start? Where and 
how are my talents and resources 
best engaged in the work? Where 
should my commitment to building 
the kingdom of God fall in my list 
of commitments? I know Jesus said, 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness . . . ” but what does that 
look like in the real world?

Let me hasten to say, there is not a 
universal answer. Where God leads 
you may well be different from where 
God leads me. I share with you where 
God has led me in order to be account-
able, but also in the hope that it might 
encourage you to seek God’s direction 
for your own committed life of faith.

1) Commitment has its greatest 
impact when lived out in commu-
nity. I tried being the lone ranger, 
the rugged individualist, the self-
made man. That led me to near self-
destruction, alone and defeated. That 
battered and bruised man the St. Wil-
frid’s community and a relentlessly 
gracious Bishop Jon Bruno nursed 
back to health. You were the Good 
Samaritan to me. No one of you could 
have redeemed me, but a community 
committed to unconditionally share 
God's love did. 

2) Though not the only place 
where God's love is shared, St. Wil-
frid’s is where my life of bringing 
God's kingdom to earth is focused. 
As you will see in the narrative budget 
that our stewardship committee has 
produced, commitment to St. Wilfrid’s 
is more than a self-serving commit-
ment. As we invest in each other, we 
invest in works that impact lives at 
home and abroad. I encourage you to 
read it carefully, as I have, and give 
thanks for the works of grace and 
compassion that flow through this 
community.

3) My commitment to St. Wilfrid’s 
includes the giving of my talents, 
energies, and influence. In addition 
to fulfilling the role that you have 
entrusted to me with the talents and 
energies God provides, I want my 
influence beyond this place to bring 
others to experience St. Wilfrid’s and 
join in our sharing of God's love with 
the world. With God’s help, you will 
see new faces in 2013 through that 
influence.

4) My commitment to St. Wilfrid's 
includes the faithful giving of my 
resources. The spiritual discipline of 
the tithe has long proven a discipline 
that God honors—not because God is 
a cosmic accountant, but because God 
loves to bless our acts of committed 
compassion beyond our expecta-
tions. The Archer household pledge 
for 2013 will reflect that one-tenth of 
every dollar we earn will go to keep 
the vision of St. Wilfrid’s thriving. 
Our household cannot alone fulfill 
the vision, but we will do our part 
together with you to further the future 
of that vision. 

Additionally, I am painfully aware 
of how the passing of much loved 
members of the parish impact us all. 
Knowing that my time will come one 
day, too, I want to do my part to keep 
the loving vision of St. Wilfrid's touch-
ing lives beyond my time on this earth. 
I am taking steps presently to support 
my family beyond my lifetime, and 
to model faith commitment to them 
by leaving a tithe of my estate to St. 
Wilfrid’s . . . hopefully many, many 
years from now.

Commit ment—“T he power to 
change the face of things.” I believe 
that the Good Samaritans of St. Wil-
frid’s can make a meaningful differ-
ence in this world for generations to 
come. I hope that you will prayerfully 
join me in a faithful commitment to 
this Christian community, seeking 
to know and unconditionally share 
God's unfailing love.

Commitment: The power to 
change the face of things
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mission and family life

St.Wilfrid of York
The Episcopal Church in Huntington Beach

How do we live out our vision in our 
personal lives and in our homes?

By the Rev. Allison Rainey English

O
ur life in the church is 
meant to transform our 
day-to-day lives. Every 
week we come together 
to hear the Good News 

proclaimed in scripture. We gather 
around the altar and celebrate the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. We believe that in 
our hearing of scripture, in the breaking 

of bread, and in the sharing of the cup, 
Jesus Christ is present in us and among 
us. God’s grace is in our midst. God is 
transforming us. 

By now many of you have taken to 
heart our vision at St. Wilfrid’s: We are 
a Christian community who seeks to 
know and unconditionally share God’s 
unfailing love. But how does this relate 

to your day-to-day life? If we believe 
that transformation happens in us and 
among us during worship, certainly the 
Spirit of God continues to work in our 
lives at home and among our families.

Here are some ways we can live out 
our vision and transform it into the 
mission of our daily lives as Christians 
in our home and family life:

‘God sightings’: Experience Christian community beyond church walls 

n Seek to find the face of Christ in all whom you meet. Be on the lookout for “God sightings” in the people 
you meet, and then remember one instance to share at home. Where might Christ be present in an 
unexpected person?

n Share your God-sighting over dinner with your family. If you eat dinner alone, take some time after 
dinner to journal about your God-sighting. 

n Say this prayer with those at your dinner table as a reminder that God is present, both among the people 
of your everyday life and in you as well: 

 O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that 
in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Book 
of Common Prayer, p. 125, from Evening Prayer II)

Pray and read the Bible: Seek to know God more fully 

n Pick up a copy of the devotional Forward Day by Day in the literature racks in our church narthex (entry-
way to the church). Read the short devotional each day. Have the oldest child or youngest adult in the 
family look up the accompanying scripture verse in a Bible and invite him or her to read it aloud.

n Use the Book of Common Prayer’s Daily Devotions. There is one each for morning, noontime, early eve-
ning, and close of day; they are found on pp. 137–140 of the Book of Common Prayer. Do you have a 1979 
Book of Common Prayer at home? They are available at amazon.com for a reasonable price, or you may 
borrow one from St. Wilfrid’s. Just ask a clergy member.

n Read the Bible as a family. A great place to start is by reading the Gospels. Choose one—Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John—and read 
one chapter out loud each night. Allow time for family members to ask questions about what you have read together.

Mission starts at home: Sharing God’s unfailing love

n Who in your family’s life needs encouragement? Write a short card and send it to that person. Is the 
person a member of St. Wilfrid’s? Pick up a CareNet Encouragement card from the pew at church to write 
and send your message.

n Commit to a family volunteer day. Easy ways to share God’s love include volunteering together at the 
Orange County Food Bank (ocfoodbank.org), bringing trash bags and cleaning up the beach, or offering 
to plant flowers in an elderly neighbor’s yard.

n Forgive and uplift each other. Make a “Love Box.” If you see a family member do something especially 
kind or helpful, let them know on a note put in the box. If you find yourself doing something unloving 
to someone else in the family, write a message of apology.  Each month, open the box together and read the messages aloud. .
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BRINGING 
IT HOME 
. continued

It’s not just 
about 
Sunday 
mornings

 We find in 
the first 
chapter 
of James 

a reminder that living 
as Christians beyond 
Sunday morning is 
vital to our spiritual 
lives: 

“Do not merely listen 
to the word, and so 
deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says. Anyone 
who listens to the word 
but does not do what 
it says is like someone 
who looks at his face 
in a mirror and, after 
looking at himself, goes 
away and immediately 
forgets what he looks 
like. But whoever looks 
intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, 
and continues in it—not 
forgetting what they 
have heard, but doing 
it—they will be blessed 
in what they do.” 

May your life be a 
reflection of the uncon-
ditional love you expe-
rience in hearing God’s 
word and sharing the 
feast of God each week 
during worship. And 
may we all be “doers 
of the Word,” blessed 
in all that we do. 

D
o you remember where you 
first learned about God? I have 
strong memories of the Sunday 
mornings of my childhood. My 
parents would make sure we 

woke up and put on our Sunday best. Sunday 
School started early—before church. But I still 
remember the Bible stories, the songs, snack 
time, the friends with whom I grew up, and 
most importantly, knowing that Jesus loved 
me. 

And my parents kept bringing me to church. 
I could count on my parents to wake up and 
drive me to Sunday School before worship 
began, and I continued to journey to adult-
hood in the Christian faith. 

Perhaps you have similar memories, or 
maybe you learned about God and faith at a 
later age, or maybe you still have a lot of ques-
tions and wish someone would have taken 
you to Sunday School as a kid. I believe that 
Sunday School is one of the most vital ways 
we impart our faith to our children. But kids 
only learn if parents are willing to make the 
effort to get up and bring their kids to church!

At St. Wilfrid’s we offer a comprehensive 
Sunday School program. Beginning with 
children aged 3 and up to high school, our 
Sunday School teachers impart to each child 
the foundation of the Christian faith and the 
traditions of the Episcopal Church. Our new 
Sunday School program begins with teach-
ing children the basics of our tradition and 
Scripture. 

Preschool-aged and elementary-school 
children learn in their appropriate age levels. 
Children gather in an “atrium,” a room pre-
pared for them, which contains simple yet 
beautiful materials they use to help them 
absorb the most essential proclamations of 
the Christian faith.

Parents have options: The full program 
begins at 8:45 a.m. with time for your child 
to fully explore their faith. Additionally, all 
children will be welcome to a special presen-
tation time—a time for your child to enter into 
the stories of the people of God. This will take 
place during the first 40 minutes of 10 a.m. 
worship each week.

Once children begin middle school, they 
graduate to our Youth Bible Study. By this 
age, it is important that teenagers remain 
in worship to engage the Scripture and hear 
the sermon. Our Sunday School class meets 
from 8:45–9:45 a.m. We explore the readings 
from the Bible that we hear in church every 
week, known as the lectionary. Teens learn to 
connect with the Bible and find meaning in 
the application of the scripture to their lives.

Once teens have reached high school, they 
are then ready for our confirmation class, 
“Confirm Not Conform.” This class develops 
the student’s burgeoning logical and moral 
reasoning and helps them to think critically 
for the first time about their faith, the tradi-
tions of the church, and Scripture. This course 
concludes with each student making their 
own decision, answering for themselves, 
“Am I ready to make a mature affirmation of 
my faith?”

“Confirm Not Conform” graduates have 
to-date graduated to become young leaders 
and faithful members of the church. Many 
plan to return to the Youth Bible Study and 
serve as mentors and assistant teachers to 
the middle-school students. Participation in 
the early levels of Sunday School is critical to 
participate in the later “Confirm Not Conform” 
course. 

The road from early childhood to adoles-
cence happens fast. Are you willing to make 
the commitment to your child’s life of faith? 

Sunday School starts this year with Rally 
Day on Sept. 9, and continues until May. 
Check out the schedule and see where your 
child or teenager fits into our program.

Shaping the next 
generation of faith
Learning about the Christian life through Sunday School
By the Rev. Allison Rainey English

n Nursery Care (infants to age 3) :  Avail-
able from 8:45–11:45 a.m.

n Sunday School- Level I (ages 3-6); Level 
II (ages 6-9);  Level III (ages 9-11): Explo-
ration Time, 8:45 –9:45 a.m.; program 
begins at 9:45 a.m. and continues into 10 
a.m.worship

n Youth Bible Study (11-18 y.o.): 8:45–9:45 a.m.

n “Confirm Not Conform” (High-schoolers 
not yet confirmed): 8:45–9:45 a.m.
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I
magine a service 
of worship so full 
of reverent majesty 
and awe that you 
are overcome with 
an unbounded sense 

of supplication and love 
toward God. That is precisely 
the purpose of Evensong, a 
truly magnificent act of wor-
ship unique to the Anglican 
tradition. Perhaps you’ve 
had this experience, at West-
minster Abbey in London, or 
at Grace Cathedral in San 
Francisco, or even here at St. 
Wilfrid’s. Evensong has been 
celebrated in name around 
the world since the 16th 
century; however, the roots 
of this service look back to 
the medieval English mon-
asteries, to the first-century 
Apostles before them, and 
to ancient Jewish synagogue 
worship that predates Christ. 

During the reigns of King 
Henry VIII and Edward VI, 
Archbishop Thomas Cran-
mer sought to simplify the 
two monastic offices of Ves-
pers and Compline into Eve-
ning Prayer. The name of 
the service is an English 
amalgamation of the words 
evening and song—hence, 
Evensong. But you may ask, 

“Where did the monks get 
their services?” The services 
used in monasteries for the 
preceding 1,200 years were 
drawn from the earliest age 
of the Church. The Apostles 
themselves had services 
consisting of psalms, scrip-
ture readings and prayers, 
out of which formed the first 
liturgy. But where did the 
Apostles get their services? 
These were the very services 
that they had attended in 
the company of Christ in the 
synagogues at Capernaum 
and elsewhere. And if we 
push our inquiries still fur-
ther back, we reach a time 
when the Jews were exiled to 
Babylon, far away from their 
temple, and learned to sing 
the Lord’s song in a strange 
land, without an altar or sac-
rifice. Of course, the Church 
gave a Christian turn to the 
old Jewish worship, but the 
framework is the same. The 
Eucharist that Christ bade us 
do in remembrance of him 
is the greatest possible act 
of worship, but Evensong 
(along with the morning-
prayer service of Matins) 
must be reverenced and 
loved because these are a 
modern form of the worship 

that Christ and his Apostles 
offered to God. 

Evensong conta i ns a 
remarkable transition of 
spirit from penitence to 
approaching the Most High 
God. We begin in the dark-
ened church as daylight 
fades. The organ voluntary is 
a musical offering to God that 
establishes the reverence of 
the service. The people enter 
as they are into the house of 
God, sitting in silence, pray-
ing, and placing their weari-
some hearts in the hands of 
the Almighty. The ministers 
enter the nave of the church 
in procession and rever-
ence the altar. Cranmer’s 
poetic words are sung in the 
Preces, bidding us to praise 
the Lord. We answer that we 
will—“The Lord’s Name be 
praised.” 

We proceed w it h t he 
psalms. They are precious 
and holy to us because they 
were the songs that Jesus 
sang, and can never be 
superseded. As centuries of 
Church life have proved, they 
contain the indefatigable 
variety of human emotion 
and need. Yet they come 
from the Old Testament, not 
the New, and so we end each 

with the Christian doxology 
(the Gloria Patri) to show that 
we interpret it in a Christian 
sense. An Old Testament 
lesson follows, and through 
it we see how God prepared 
the way for Christ. 

Each Evensong brings 
before us God’s plan of sal-
vation: we begin with the 
Old Testament lesson, which 
looks forward to Christ. Next 
comes the first of two ancient 
canticles, the Magnificat, 
which links the two testa-
ments. It is the splendid 
song of the blessed Virgin 
Mary before Jesus was born, 
and has been adopted by the 
Church as the great hymn of 
the Incarnation, in which 
God on high stooped so low. 
Let us remember this in sing-
ing the Magnificat – that we 
are celebrating God’s coming 
to earth. 

After this the second lesson 
is read, from which we learn 
about Christ’s life on earth, 
or else how his Spirit worked 
in the first disciples. With our 
minds fixed on Christ and all 
he means to us, we join the 
aged Simeon in his hymn of 
praise, the Nunc Dimittis: 

“Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace.” 

My soul 
doth 
magnify  
the Lord

EVENSONG: 
What it is, and 
why we do it

By Chris Gravis
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We now pause and see 
how far we have come. After 
penitence we began with the 
Old Testament, and then, 
after watching our Lord’s 
coming and giving thanks 
for it, we now stand and 
chant the Apostle's Creed 
together. This is the Church’s 
summary of the truths we 
have been learning about. 
It is the custom to face the 
same way (toward the altar) 
as we say the creed. The 
service draws to an end with 
the versicles, responses, and 
collects. 

Before we conclude with 
the prayers, there is a valu-
able incident we are apt 
to miss: the cantor sings 

“The Lord be with you,” and 
we answer, “And with thy 
spirit.” This serves to remind 
us that divine worship is not 
solo. Priest and people each 
need the other’s goodwill 
and prayers, and the dignity 
of Christ resides in each of 
us. The service ends as it 
began, in prayer, as the choir 
sings a motet dedicated to 
the blessed Virgin Mary. 

Through this act of divine 
worship we connect with 
centuries of faithful people—
that great cloud of witnesses 
to whom we owe such a 
mighty and inspired offering. 
Evensong is truly a magnifi-
cent thing to behold, a rich 
tapestry of music, poetic 
beauty, and worship, in 
which we bring our brightest 
and best, even amid our own 
human frailties. We experi-
ence through sight, smell, 
and sound the redemptive 
power of our Lord, and we 
are renewed in God’s sacred 
covenant to his people. This 
year the Music Guild at St. 
Wilfrid’s is supporting a 
monthly service of Evensong 
on the first Sundays of each 
month from October through 
May (excepting January). I 
invite you to join us each and 
every month as we raise our 
voices in song. 

An Evensong FAQ
n Why celebrate Evensong?  
 Evensong offers to us the opportunity to gather and spend time in prayer while 

listening and participating in music that is specially chosen to bring us into deeper 
understanding of the mysteries of our faith.  

n How long does Evensong last?
 Approximately 45–55 minutes.
n What should I expect at Evensong?
 Hymns, readings, Anglican chant settings of psalms and canticles, anthems sung 

by the choir, incense, and candlelight.  
n Will there be a sermon?
 No.
n Why does the choir sing so much at Evensong?
 In choral Evensong the choir sings on behalf of the congregation.  The settings of 

the canticles of Mary (Magnificat) and Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) are always sung by 
the choir alone. The suffrages (prayers) and responses between the officiant and 
people are also sung on behalf of the people. This allows the congregation time 
to meditate and enter into deeper prayer through words and music.  

n What does the congregation do at Evensong?  
 Evensong is highly participatory. The congregation stands in reverence for the 

Gloria Patri, the canticles, and the hymns. The people join in the singing of hymns, 
and in chanting the Apostle’s Creed. They kneel in silent meditation for the prayers.  

n How will I know what I should do during the service?
 A service sheet with directional rubrics is available for every Evensong.  
n Why is there a reception following Evensong?
 As important as it is for us to reflect and ponder the mysteries of our lives, it is 

important that we have fellowship with those in our community.  The reception 
gives us a chance to share with those who have celebrated with us.   

n Anglican Chant—choral settings of bib-
lical texts, particularly the Psalms, set in 
four-part harmony and sung by the choir.  
n Anthem—the English term for an elabo-
rate musical setting sung by the choir.
n Canticle—a hymn, song, or other song 
of praise appearing in scripture (i.e.: Song 
of Mary)
n Cantor—a singer who leads the choir and 
congregation in chant.  
n Collect—a short prayer.  
n Compline—the final office of the day in 
the tradition of canonical hours.  
n Cope—a ceremonial liturgical cape, open 
in the front and clasped at the breast, worn 
by clergy.
n Crucifer—person who carries the cross 
in procession. 
n Gloria Patri—the doxological statement 
“Gory be to the Father…”
n Magnificat—the Latin name for the Song 
of Mary.  
n Matins—the canonical hour that ends 
at dawn.
n Motet—the Latin word for a musical set-
ting of a biblical text, similar to an anthem.  
n Nave—the main part of the church where 

the parishioners sit.  
n Nunc Dimittis—the Latin name for the 
Song of Simeon.  
n Office—from the Latin officium, meaning 
duty or obligation.  
n Preces—plural, from the Latin prex, mean-
ing prayers, and consisting in two parts of 
the versicle and response.  
n Responses—the consequent iteration to 
the versicle, symbolized thusly: Rx.
n Solemn—marked by the observance of 
full ceremony, including the use of incense.  
n Suffrages—prayers.    
n Thurifer—the person who carries the 
thurible—the vessel containing burning 
incense.
n Torchbearers—acolytes who carry the 
flame.  
n Verger—Master of liturgical ceremonies 
who leads the procession with the verge (a 
ceremonial staff).  
n Versicles—the antecedent iteration to 
the response, symbolized thusly: V.
n Vespers—the sunset evening prayer of 
canonical hours.  
n Voluntary—a piece of music, free in style, 
offered before and after the service. 
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NEWCOMER CLASSES
Are you new to St. Wilfrid’s?  We warmly invite 
you to join us. Fr. Michael and Rev. Allison will 
offer a 3-part introduction to the faith, life, and 
worship of the Episcopal Church.

n Sundays: Sept. 23 and 30, and Oct. 7
Room 11
8:45–9:45 a.m 

ADULT FORUMS
IN SACQUETY HALL 
Every Sunday
8:45–9:45am 

n Sept. 16: “The Missing Psalm?”  Parishioner Dr. 
Bill Yarchin shares his research findings after his 
most recent Hold Land trip.

n Sept. 23: Rwanda, Part 1: “History, Geography, 
and Politics of the Great Lakes Region.” 
Parishioner Dr. Donovan Chau connects us to the 
realities of life in this region of Africa.

n Sept. 30: Rwanda, Part 2: “Insights from the 
Ground: A Missionary in Rwanda.” Join Adrienne 
Archer, daughter of Fr. Michael Archer, from 
Rwanda via Skype. 

n Oct. 7: Rwanda, Part 3: “Coming to Terms with 
Africa: Rwanda, the Great Lakes Region, and 
America.”  The series concludes with Dr. Donovan 
Chau.

n Oct. 14: St. Wilfrid’s Feast Day Brunch: No 
Adult Forum

n Oct. 21: “Election 2012—A Roundtable 
Discussion, Part 1.” (We will not meet on Oct. 28 
due to the Ministry Fair.)

n Nov. 4: “Election 2012—A Roundtable 
Discussion, Part 2.”

n Nov. 11: “Planning for the Future—Your Legacy 
at St. Wilfrid’s.” 

CONTINUING ADULT EDUCATION

n Rector’s Bible Study
Wednesday mornings, 11 a.m.
Room 11

Join this lively group as Fr. Michael leads 
everyone in exploring Biblical texts from the 
Revised Common Lectionary, the set of readings 
that guides the worship and preaching each week 
at St. Wilfrid’s.

St. Wilfrid’s Adult-Education Calendar

T
hanks to the ef forts 
of May Breault, St. Wil-
frid’s Episcopal Church 
has participated in the 
Vons Card and Ralphs 

Rewards card rebate programs for the 
last few years. A percentage of the 
amount purchased by those from our 
parish who are enrolled in the program 
is returned to the church and the funds 
received are earmarked for the Build-
ing/Grounds Fund. 

St. Wilfrid’s scrip program, though, is 
about to become even bigger and easier 
to participate in. We will be working 
with the Great Lakes Scrip program in 
addition to the Vons Card and Ralphs 
Rewards programs to provide parish-
ioners with additional options for sup-
porting St. Wilfrid’s. This new program 

will allow all of us to purchase scrip 
(cash cards for various stores, restau-
rants and other vendors). The beauty 
of this program is that it allows us to 
shop at stores and restaurants where 
we normally shop and spend what we 
normally would spend and still give 
back a percentage to the church. All 
proceeds from this new component will 
also be earmarked for the Building/
Grounds Fund.

Do you currently participate in the 
Vons and Ralphs loyalty-card pro-
grams? We need you to continue to do 
so. Remember that all supporters need 
to re-authorize their support each Sep-
tember for both the Vons and Ralphs 
programs. If you don’t currently partici-
pate in one or both of these programs, 
you are encouraged to sign up to do so!

We are asking everyone to partici-
pate in the new addition to our scrip 
program. We will be available after 
the 7:30 and 10 a.m. Sunday services 
to answer questions and enroll you in 
the programs. We also look forward 
to discussing our scrip program with 
you during our Ministry Faire on 
Oct. 28.

Participating in one or more of the 
components of our scrip program is 
a way for all parishioners to support 
St. Wilfrid’s above and beyond their 
annual stewardship without impact-
ing their family budget. 

If you have specific questions, don’t 
hesitate to speak with one of us on 
the Scrip Committee—Ann Bailey,         
John Bailey, May Breault, Cynthia 
Grennan, or Roger Leachman.

Scrip program now has extra ways to give
With the addition of Great Lakes Scrip, our Building/Grounds fund benefits even more.
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Join us for 

   October 28, 2012
  With Food, Fellowship, and Fun

JESUS ASKED, “Which of these three people was a  
neighbor to the man who was beaten by robbers?” 

THE TEACHER ANSWERED, “The one who 
demonstrated compassion on him.” 

JESUS SAID, “Go and do likewise.”

— Luke 10:36-37 —
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 Fall 2012
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M
oney, next to evange-
lism, is the second-
worst thing that Epis-
copalians hate to talk 
about. Yet the church, 

like any other household, has to pay its 
bills, salaries, health care insurance 
and all the other things that we all do. 
The biggest difference is that the money 
given to the church to support all of its 
work is completely voluntary. So why 
should you give the church money if 
you don’t have to? In my opinion it all 

boils down to a redefinition of family. Fr. 
Michael has taken us far down the road 
to follow the direction we were given: 

“To love one another as I have loved you.” 
The acts of compassion and love I have 
seen at St Wilfrid’s are countless and 
make me proud to be a member. I can 
only tell you from my own story what I 
believe the answer is. I have attended 
Episcopal churches around the world 
and in most of the states, and I have 
never even considered tithing, yet that 
changed at St Wilfrid’s. I do tithe now 

because what we are doing makes a real 
difference—not just in our own lives, 
but also in those outside of our church 
who have been touched by our acts of 
compassion and love. I am not asking 
all of you to run out and tithe, because 
that was a long journey for me; what I 
am asking is that everyone give what 
they can in a meaningful, disciplined 
way, because it is the best investment 
I have found in this world. Start with 
making a pledge this year on Commit-
ment Sunday.

'What we are doing makes a real difference’
SENIOR WARDEN’S CORNER  » BOB DeJONG

T
he foundation of this 
year’s giving campaign 
is Jesus’ parable of the 
G ood Sa ma r ita n.  In 
the story a priest and a 

layman walked right past an injured 
and dying man on their way to Jeri-
cho.  But the Samaritan, also passing 
by and seeing this same man, has 
compassion on him and chose to give 
his time, energy, and resources to the 
man in need. 

Jesus asked his listeners, “Which of 
these three people was a neighbor to 
the man who was beaten by robbers?” 
They answered, “The one who dem-
onstrated compassion on him.” Jesus 
said, “Go and do likewise.”

That same voice of Jesus now calls 
us to “Go and do likewise”—to have 
compassion on one another and 

compassion for the hurting, hungry 
and homeless in the world around us.  
Doing exactly that is the heart of all 
ministries at St. Wilfrid’s.  

We invite you to be part of our fall 
stewardship campaign. When you 
make your pledge of support for the 
ministries of St. Wilfrid’s, it is one 
small way in which you are stopping 
by the roadside to help the distressed, 
heal the hurting, care for the dying, 
comfort the grieving and provide edu-
cation for the hungry in spirit.  

Please give serious and thoughtful 
consideration to what you can do with 
your pledge to continue to expand the 
ministries at St. Wilfrid’s. We encour-
age you to join us on Celebration 
Sunday, Oct. 28, when we will come 
together to celebrate our blessings and 
bless our giving.  

Like the Good Samaritan, let 
our compassion show forth

FREEZE FRAME

Babylonian dance 
revival at VBS

CELEBRATION: Admittedly, we don’t 
really know about the terpsichorean tal-
ents of the residents of 6th-century B.C.E. 
Babylon, but the attendees at August’s 
Vacation Bible School (above) kicked up 
their heels in nightly celebrations while 
learning about life in that time.
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SEPTEMBER
16th: Christian Formation Begins
 Newcomers’ Reception:  

11:45 a.m., room 11
 Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
19th:  Mommy & Me ministry begins: 

9:30 a.m., Youth Center, every 
Wednesday

           Social Justice Meeting: 7 p.m., 
Sacquety Hall

21st:  Red Cross Blood Drive: 1:30 p.m., 
Sacquety Hall

23rd:  Newcomer Class: 8:45 a.m.,  
Room 11 

29th:  Music Guild Wine, Cheese & Silent 
Auction: 6 p.m., Sacquety Hall

30th:  Newcomer Class: 8:45 a.m.,  
Room 11

           Blessing of the Animals: 4 p.m., Church 
Patio

OCTOBER
7th:   Flu Clinic: 8:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
        Newcomer Class: 8:45 a.m., Room 11
         Coming-Out Service: 5 p.m., St. Luke’s 

Church in Long Beach 
9th:  Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall        
13th:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8:00 

a.m., Sacquety Hall
14th:  Feast of St. Wilfrid’s Brunch: 8:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
          Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 am, Sacquety 

Hall
17th:  Social Justice Meeting: 7 p.m., Sacquety 

Hall
20th:  Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 am., 

Sacquety Hall
21st:  Acolyte X Games: 11:30 am, Helm Park
           Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
28th:  Celebration Sunday and Ministry Fair

NOVEMBER
4th:  Daylight Savings Time ends.
 EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety 
Hall

        All Saints’ Services: 7:30 and 10 a.m., 
Chapel and Church

        Music Guild Evensong: 6 p.m., Church
10th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 

a.m., Sacquety Hall
11th:  Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety 

Hall
12th:  Veterans’ Day Holiday: Church Office 

Closed.
13th:  Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
17th:  Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
18th:  Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church
21st:  Preschool Thanksgiving Feast: 11 .a.m, 

Sacquety Hall
22nd & 23rd: Thanksgiving Day: Church Office 

Closed.
25th:  Alternative Christmas Market: 8:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall

DECEMBER
2nd: Advent Wreath-Making: 8:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
 EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety 
Hall

 Music Guild Lessons and Carols: 6 p.m., 
Church

St. Wilfrid’s 
Calendar
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno 

Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org

Associate Priest 
The Rev. Allison English
allison@stwilfridschurch.org

Parish Administrator 
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org

Preschool  
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org

Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Klein

Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob De Jong

Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Wesley

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Derek Wimmer

Building & Grounds. . . . . . . . . . Dick Sneary  

Sexton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Grace

18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

www.stwilfridschurch.org   

Phone:  (714) 962-7512

Fax: (714) 962-4538

Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           

Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

T
his Oct. 14, the St. Clare 
Chapter of the Daughters 
of the King are inviting 
any interested women 
to participate in discern-

ment leading to membership in the 
Order.

Founded in 1885, the Daughters of 
the King is a religious order for women 
in the Episcopal Church. Each member 
undertakes a Rule of Life, pledging 
herself to a lifelong program of prayer, 
service and evangelism, dedicated to 
spreading the Word of Christ’s King-
dom, especially among women, and 
to the strengthening of the spiritual 
life of her parish.

In the last few years, the chapter 
has successfully raised 
money with their Spring 
Tea f u nd ra iser,  ben-
efitting summer youth 
missions and BCIS. In 
addition, members are 
involved in all aspects 
of the parish life at St. 
Wilfrid's and the Diocese 
of Los Angeles.

What is the Order of the Daugh-
ters of the King?

The DOK is a spiritual, praying order 
for women who are communicants 
of the Episcopal Church or churches 
in communion with the Episcopal 
Church.

What is the Mission of the Order?
The mission of the Order is evange-

lism. We desire, through our Rule of 
Prayer and through service, to encour-
age in ourselves and others a deeper 
relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Daughters continually renew their 
baptismal vows to follow Jesus as their 
Savior, to work, to pray, and to give for 
the spread of his kingdom.

How does the Order differ from 
other church organizations?

The disciplines of the Order perme-
ate a member’s entire life. By using a 
common rule, Daughters are aware of 
growing toward Christ, together with 
their sisters in Christ.

How will being in the Order help 
me deepen my life as a woman?

The Order can help by pointing the 
way to a stable grounding in Christ 
through prayer, study and fellowship. 
Daughters are not called to do but to be.

Besides the good works done for 
St. Wilfrid's, the national Order has 
several funds such as the Self-Denial 
Fund that supports mission, ministers 
and missionaries in our own country 
as well as in Africa, Asia, and Central, 
and South America. The Master’s Fund 

assists Daughters or 
other women to attend 
college or graduate 
school as they prepare 
for missionary or other 
church-related work.

The Order is closely 
allied with the Broth-
erhood of St. Andrew. 

Our members can be identified by the 
emblem of the Order, a silver Greek 
cross. The Latin words inscribed on 
the cross broadly translate, “With 
heart, mind, and spirit, uphold the 
cross.”

The Daughters meet the second 
Sunday of every month, immediately 
following the 10 a.m. service. Our 
meetings are a great time for social-
ization, prayer and sisterhood. This 
fall we shall be studying the Anglican 
Rosary at our meetings; we will be 
making our own rosaries, and ones for 
friends and those in need.

We welcome all who are interested in 
joining us; please feel free to ask any 
member for information. All interested 
women are also welcome to come to 
our meeting on Sunday, Oct. 14.

For prospective 
Daughters, discernment

By Patti Nunn

On Oct. 14, all women are invited to learn more 
about the Daughters of the King, and whether they 
are being called to become members.

Let thy blood in 
mercy flow . . .
Help those in need of 
blood transfusions by 
coming to the Red Cross 
Blood Drive on Sept. 21.

As the Red Cross never ceases 
to remind us, “the need is 
constant,” and blood donors 

are always sought. St. Wilfrid’s will 
be hosting another American Red 
Cross–sponsored Blood Drive from 
1:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 21 in 
Sacquety Hall. There will be sign-ups 
after services on the patio on Sunday, 
Sept. 16, or you may contact Suzanne 
Jennings at 714.686.3331 for more 
information.


