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St. Wilfrid’s has faithfully sup-
ported Beach Cities Interfaith 
Services for many years. Through 

our donations of food, clothing and 
hygiene items we have helped people 
in need get back on their feet. Often we 
coordinate food drives, donate money 
in the baskets at the altar that are set 
aside for BCIS, or remember their cli-
ents at Thanksgiving or Christmas, but 
it’s easy to forget that BCIS must meet 
the needs of low income and homeless 
clients every week of the year. As our 
economy struggles, more and more 
families need our help . 

Recently, BCIS found themselves with 
no food on the shelves, and had to turn 
away people who showed up at their 
door. An appeal went out to our parish, 
and those who were able responded. But 
in order for BCIS to be a reliable source 
of aid for the people who need them 
most, St. Wilfrid’s must do all it can to 
consistently support their work. 

There are several ways to help. 
. First, each time you shop, add a 

few items to your list: peanut butter, 
canned goods, pasta, pull-tab cans of 
meat and fruit, or hygiene items. Bring 
them to church Sunday and add them 

to the shopping baskets located at the 
church entrance. 

. Second, remember to drop a small 
cash contribution into the BCIS baskets 
at the altar rail once a month, or as often 
as possible, and 

. Third, make a donation by check 
as your budget allows, particularly if 
your place of work matches charitable 
contributions. 

Doing these three things will go a 
long way to provide consistent support 
for people in Huntington Beach and 
Fountain Valley who struggle to feed 
their families. And it will assure that 
BCIS has full shelves and can serve the 
clients that come through their door 
every day. Thank you for your generous 
support of the important work of BCIS. 

—Elaine Meigs

It’s easy to forget: BCIS needs 
our support all year long
Clients arrive and discover empty shelves.
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. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7:30 and 10 a.m.
Adult Formation
8:45 a.m.

Children’s Christian Formation: 
. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
    8:45–9:45 a.m., Level II (The Vineyard, 

ages 6–9) and Level III (The Golden 
Thread, ages 9–12)

   9:45 a.m., Level I (The Sheepfold,  
ages 3–6)

. Living the Good News
    8:45 a.m., Grades  6–8

Healing Service
Third Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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A
s we transition from 
Eastertide to the season 
of Pentecost, it is impor-
tant to remember where 
we are in the cycle of the 

Christian seasons. Easter is the celebra-
tion of our being “remade” during Lent. 
The Holy Spirit has been invited to 
search our hearts and lives and to trans-
form us more into the image of Christ. 

Pentecost is the season where the 
“new me” joins God in what God is 
doing in the world, helping to bring 
the kingdom of God “to earth as it is in 
heaven.” You might say Pentecost is a 
graduation of sorts. We, like all gradu-
ates, must answer the question, “Now 
what?” “What do I do with the shaping 
of my life that this learning experience 
has provided?”

The following is excerpted from a 
recent commencement address by one 
of my favorite authors, Parker Palmer. I 
invite you to consider how these words 
might apply to the Easter Class of 2012 as 
we move into the real world of Pentecost.

“To the Class of 2012:
“You are worthy. The news is full of 

depressing statistics and stories. But 
you are not a statistic and you have 

your own story. You are a person of 
immeasurable value and your story is 
full of promise. Treat yourself as such.

“Trust the journey. Trust that every 
small step taken in good faith toward 
something of value will eventually get 
you some place worth going, even when 
you are lost in the woods.

“Let failure be your guide. Life is a 
series of experiments, and experiments 
sometimes fail. I’ve learned more from 
my failures than from my successes, 
no question about it. Success makes 
me think I’ve got it made. Failure just 
makes me think! And thinking helps 
me grow.

“We need each other. We can’t go it 
alone, so cultivating community, which 
needn’t mean big number or be a big 
deal. Two or three trustworthy friends 
can help you remember who you are 
and keep your vision for your life in 
sight. Seek them out and stay in touch.

“Bear witness against cruelty and 
injustice. When we fail to do so, we 
not only pollute the society and other 
people’s lives. We also pollute our own 
souls.

“Be grateful and be generous. You 
possess gifts that have been given 

to you by others. Pass the gift along, 
knowing that what you give away will 
be returned to you many-fold. Be gener-
ous especially with your time, energy, 
attention, and care—not out of duty but 
out of gratitude.”

“Daily keep your death before your 
eyes. This is not morbid counsel, but a 
practice that enhances one’s apprecia-
tion of everyday life and all the little 
things that make life holy—from a gor-
geous sunset, to a child’s laughter, to 
the kindness of a stranger.

“Live the questions. Life’s most 
important questions don’t have answers 
in any conventional sense. They are 
questions around which you may wrap 
your life and, as Rilke says, on some 
distant day you may find that you’ve 
lived your way into an answer. So wrap 
your life around questions worth living. 

‘How can I get the biggest slice of the 
pie?’ is not such a question! But here’s 
one that is, in the words of Frederick 
Buechner: ‘How can I find the place 
where my deep gladness meets the 
world’s deepest need?’”

Amen. May the Easter Class of 2012 
be used of God in powerful ways this 
Pentecost!

Living Pentecost
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 Pentecost 2012
FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER

An expanded portion of 
the Greeter Ministry—
the Welcome Team—is 

re-forming at St. Wilfrid’s this 
summer. We are looking for 
people who are friendly and 
enjoy telling others about our 
wonderful inclusive community, 
compassionate assistance to 
others, and spirit-filled worship 
at St. Wilfrid’s. Welcome Team 
members will try to catch new 
guests after the service to find 
out more about them or will 

call them Sunday afternoon 
or Monday to thank them for 
coming and to extend our hos-
pitality to them in the future. 
If this ministry touches your 
heart and you would like to 
participate in getting it formed 
and started, please come to the 
kick-off meeting on June 24, fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. service, in the 
library. For more information, 
please contact Allison Cornell 
at alcornell5@gmail.com or call 
her at 562.743.3784. 

Make a newcomer’s first visit to St. Wilfrid’s  
one to remember by joining the Welcome Team
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J
ust last week I was listening to 
the radio, as I often do, driv-
ing down the 405 Freeway to 
St. Wilfrid’s. The broadcaster 
nonchalantly gave the morning

            traffic report:
Motorists spotted a body on the side of 

the Angeles Crest Highway. Traffic is slow- 
moving along the La Cañada-Flintridge 
area. Expect delays if you’re headed in 
that direction; police are on location and 
this could take awhile.

Something was wrong with this report. 
A body was lying on the side of the road, 
a dead human being left to be discovered 
by morning commuters, and the traffic 
report’s main concern was the delay 
caused by this person’s murder.

Unfortunately, we do this all the 
time—walk, drive, or look ahead when 
atrocities exist at the side of the road of 
our communities and world. Perhaps it’s 
because we have become desensitized to 
horrors because they are so overwhelm-
ingly common. Perhaps it has to do with 
avoiding unpleasantness. The danger 
is that our creed becomes “We’re lucky 
enough to have avoided this for ourselves, 
so turning our gaze away from evil will 
protect us from encountering it.”

We live in a community and world 
crying out for compassion, care, and 
love in the midst of appalling evil. A 
whole community in Tanzania, Africa, 
for whom we built a school and rainwater 
harvesting tank struggled through last 
summer, along with tens of thousands 
of other African people, as famine once 
again ravaged the land. Our youth wit-
nessed firsthand the muddy watering 
hole, seven miles from the village of 
Kerere. Young girls would necessarily 
skip school, walking all day to fetch water. 
Amid the emaciated cows also drinking 
from this scarce source and defecating 
near it, the girls would fetch as much 
water as they could viably carry on their 

heads all the way back, another seven 
miles to home. 

With funds raised here at St. Wilfrid’s, 
we filled their empty, dry rainwater tanks, 
praying the 30,000 liters of water would 
see this village through the dry season to 
a wet rainy season. We prayed that these 
girls would experience more of their days 
in the classroom rather than on dry, dusty 
walks to draw on the source of their life 
from the mud.

While we continue to maintain our 
relationship with our friends in the Dio-
cese of Mt. Kilimanjaro, we do not neglect 
the local reality that tens of thousands 
of people in our own Orange County 
communities are without a home, or are 
days away from foreclosure and eviction. 
Thousands of children live day-to-day 
in our culture of abundance wondering 
when they will eat their next meal. 

We are citizens of our local communi-
ties, inhabitants of a global society, and 
residents of the Body of Christ.  We have 
a responsibility not only to identify the 
struggles of our neighbors, but to see in 
their eyes the very being of Christ.

As Christians, we believe in a God 
who, rather than turning away from 
evil, actually interjected himself into a 
world filled with horror in the person of 
Jesus Christ. We believe that through his 
crucifixion, Jesus looked evil in the face. 
And by looking evil dead-on, by risking 
death and actually dying, death could 
take hold no longer. 

The Resurrection empowers us to join 
with Christ, no longer avoiding evil, but 
rather to enter into places of evil, armed 

with the force of love. We may be dis-
turbed, we may even be harmed, but we 
can trust nothing can ultimately destroy 
we who live as participants in the body 
of Christ.

I invite each of you to join with me 
and with the youth of St. Wilfrid’s this 
summer. We will be encountering the 
realities of homelessness right here in 
Orange County. We will be in conversa-
tion, along with the entire St. Wilfrid’s 
community, about how we will be acting 
on behalf of those who cannot act for 
themselves. We will take seriously the 
Baptismal Covenant that we renew this 
Pentecost together, and join together to 
most fully respect the dignity of every 
human being.

After Jesus died and rose again, he met 
his friends face to face and breathed upon 
them the Holy Spirit. That same Holy 
Spirit lives within us with every breath 
we take. After the resurrected Christ 
ascended into heaven, the Spirit of God 
descended upon the early Christians in 
the form of a fire—a fire that ignited and 
spread throughout the world. The forces 
of complacency and indifference threaten 
to dampen the very fire of God within us. 

We will continue to hear reports of evil 
along the side of life’s road. Our charge is 
to see the evil through the eyes of Jesus, 
not through our own self-involved lenses.  
My prayer is that our common worship 
stokes the fire of the Holy Spirit within 
and without this Pentecost season. May 
flames of justice, love and peace rekindle 
in us and among us, that the world might 
know God’s love.

Fueling the Spirit’s fire, locally and globally
Walking in Their Shoes:   
Encountering Homelessness in Our Own Backyard
Summer Mission 2012: June 20–24, 2012  
. Find out how you can help on the patio each Sunday after worship and in 
the weekly Sunday Times newsletter found in the worship bulletins.
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Imagine what it is like to live in 
the ancient city of Babylon—as 
a captive! Join Daniel, torn from 
his home and forced into a for-

eign king’s service. Immerse yourself 
in the exotic sights and smells of Dan-
iel’s new Babylonian world. Imagine 
the pressures of learning a new lan-
guage and culture . . . and the shock 
of discovering your best friends have 
been tossed into a fiery furnace—just 
because they follow God.

In Babylon, kids (and adults) get 
to meet Daniel, become friends with 
him, and learn about his breathtak-
ing experiences. Each day we will 
begin with dinner, celebration, tribal 

time, then visit the marketplace and 
visit Daniel! Throughout the week, 
kids and adults become appren-
tices at a variety of marketplace 
shops, such as metalworking, candle 
making, hanging gardens, weaving, 
and more . . . . 

Come join the fun! As participants 
watch Daniel’s courage and faith in 
action, they’ll explore how they too 
can faithfully follow God today—no 
matter what.

Babylon brings the Bible to life for 
all children at Vacation Bible School 
this summer. Come join us!

 —Deborah Pratt
Preschool Director

Mark your calendars!
WHAT Vacation Bible School:   
 Babylon!

WHEN  August 13–17 (please   
 note the date change  
 from the Easter Clarion)

TIME  	 5–8	p.m.

PLACE   St. Wilfrid’s 

Above, top: Ancient glazed ceramic 
tiles from the gates of ancient Babylon 
(604–562 BCE, in modern-day Iraq) 
depict a lion.

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: AUG. 13–17

Babylon awaits you!
© oversnap / istockphoto.com

H
oag Hospital Health 
Ministries recently 
do n ate d  a n  auto -
mated external defi-
brillator (aed) to St. 

Wilfrid’s. An aed is a computerized 
device that can analyze a person’s 
heart rhythm, then deliver an electri-
cal shock to restore a heartbeat.  It is 
used on an unconscious person who 
is not breathing. 

It is very simple and safe to use. An 
aed gives directions through voice 
prompts and visual indicators. It is 
to be used only by persons who have 
received proper training and educa-
tion by successfully completing a cpr 
and aed course. It may also be used 

by someone at the direction of a 911 
dispatcher.  

Thirteen of our parishioners and 
preschool employees have been 
trained to use the aed. They are: Dick 
Sneary, Carol Sneary, Terry Roberts, 
Larry Garcia, Ed Hill, Debbie Pratt, 
Audrey Holand, Mike Dunn, Gretchen 
Hughes, Kim Ufholtz, Selena Walker, 
Debbie Relyea and Fr. Michael Archer. 

In the event of an emergency, you 
may be asked to call 911 and/or run 
to get the aed. The aed is located 
in the main sanctuary (church), just 
outside the sound booth in the back 
of the church. A red and white sign 
is mounted on the wall to signify the 
location. 

LIFE-SAVER: The automatic emergency 
defibrillator is located on the wall opposite 
the sound booth at the back of the church.

Hoag donates defibrillator; 13 trained to use it
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FREEZE FRAME

Terrific, tuneful  
All-Church Chicken 
Dinner held on May 6

The Night Blooming Jazzmen, a seven-
piece Dixieland band, along with 
the delicious Southern fried-chicken 

dinner prepared by our own Dave Shiffer, 
were among the stars of the All-Church 
Chicken Dinner held on Sunday, May 6. 
Attendees enjoyed the scrumptious meal, 
along with tunes from the band, which has 
performed at thousands of concerts and 
events and on cruise ships around the 
world since they began playing together in 
1975. Thanks to everyone who participated 
in this Music Guild event!

TABLESIDE: From left, Joe Hynes, Natalie McCabe, Nancy Davis, Leith George, Pat Dawson, and Bill Dawson share in the fun.
Photos by ELAINE MEIGS / for the Clarion

BEST BAND THIS SIDE OF DIXIE: Members of the Night-Blooming Jazzmen, as 
they get ready to perform their mix of music, clever banter, and musical spoofs.

GLAD TO BE HERE: From left, Nancy Brandt, Roger Brandt, Dick 
Sneary, and Carol Sneary get ready for the dinner and concert.

TERRIFIC TRIO: From left, Holly Sjogren, Dawn Andrade, 
and Jane Pape enjoy the festivities before the dinner.
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MAY
28th:  Memorial Day: Church office closed

JUNE
1st –3rd: Parish and Preschool Getaway Weekend 

at Camp Stevens
3rd: Music Guild Solemn Evensong and Wine 

Reception: 6:00 p.m., Church and  
Sacquety Hall

9th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:  
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall

10th: Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

           Daughters of the King Tea:  
3:00 p.m.,  Sacquety Hall

11th: Preschool—Janet Alayra Concert:  
11:00 a.m., Church

12th:  Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
13th:  Social Justice Forum: 7:00 p.m.,  

Sacquety Hall
16th:  Preschool Father’s Day Event:  

9:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
           Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:  

11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
17th:   Father’s Day, All Youth Sunday
            Healing Service: 6:00 p.m., Church
20th:  Preschool Year-End Celebration:  

6:30 p.m., Church and Sacquety Hall
           Youth Mission: 7:00 p.m. to Sunday,  

June 24, 1:00 p.m., Sacquety Hall
23rd:  Prayer Shawl Ministry:  

10:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall

JULY
1st:  EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12:00   p.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

4th:  Independence Day Holiday:  
Church Office Closed

8th:  Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

11th:  Social Justice Forum: 7:00 p.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

12th:  Alzheimer’s Service and Lunch:  
10:00 a.m., Chapel and Sacquety Hall

14th:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8:00 
a.m., Sacquety Hall

15th:  Healing Service: 6:00 p.m., Church
21st:  Youth Middle School Event: Youth Building, 

Church and Sacquety Hall (overnight)

28th:  Prayer Shawl Ministry:  
10:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall

AUGUST
5th: EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12:00   p.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

8th:  Social Justice Forum: 7:00 p.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

11th:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:  
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall

12th:   Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

13th–19th: Vacation Bible School:  
5:00 to 8:00 p.m., Sacquety Hall

14th:   Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
19th:   Healing Service: 6:00 p.m., Church
25th:   Prayer Shawl Ministry:  

10:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall

SEPTEMBER
2nd:  EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians, 

Gays, and Straights), 12:00 p.m.,  
Sacquety Hall

3rd:  Labor Day Holiday: Church Office Closed
8th:   Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:  

8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
9th:   Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.,  

Sacquety Hall
11th:   Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
12th:   Social Justice Forum: 7:00 p.m.,  

Sacquety Hall
15th:   Celebration of Wisdom Lunch:  

11:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
            Holey Day Golf III: 12:00 noon,  

David L. Baker Golf Course, F.V.
            Golf Dinner: 5:00 p.m., Sacquety Hall
16th:   Healing Service: 6:00 p.m., Church       

St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno 

Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org

Associate Priest 
The Rev. Allison English
allison@stwilfridschurch.org

Parish Administrator 
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org

Preschool  
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org

Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jason Klein

Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bob De Jong

Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Wesley

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Derek Wimmer

Building & Grounds. . . . . . . . . . Dick Sneary  

Sexton. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alfonso San Agustín

18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

www.stwilfridschurch.org   

Phone:  (714) 962-7512

Fax: (714) 962-4538

Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           

Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

Lisa D.’s 
Homework 
Club 
is coming 
to St. 
Wilfrid’s

 

PRESCHOOL CORNER

Summer camp  
starts June 26
We are currently registering for 
our 2012 Summer Camp. Summer 
Camp runs from June 26 through 
August 30, 2012 (a total of 8 weeks).

June 11: Live concert
We look forward to welcoming 
singer Jana Alayra on June 11 for a 
live concert.

Thanks go out to a 
generous donor
A special thanks to the Brian D. 
Robertson Foundation for their 
generous donation of $500 to St. 
Wilfrid’s Episcopal Preschool!

Lisa D.’s Home-
work Club is a 
school-age child-

care center that will be 
held in Sacquety Hall 
serving children from 
the ages of 6 through 
13. The Homework Club 
is open Monday through 
Friday from 6 a.m.–6 
p.m. Transportation 
will be provided to and 

from local schools.
 L isa D.’s  Home -

work Club opens this 
summer, providing a 
summer-camp program 
that offers field trips, 
crafts, and much more. 
For additional informa-
tion and registration 
details, please contact 
the preschool office at 
714.968.3100.

As Episcopalians, we celebrate 
that we share in ministry with 
churches and fellow clergy 

throughout the Diocese of Los Angeles 
and the wider Episcopal Church. This 
year’s Adult “Confirm, not Conform” 
class gave St. Wilfrid’s a special occa-
sion to celebrate the rite of Confirma-
tion, always performed by a bishop of 
the church, with our greater Episcopal 
community. The Rt. Rev. Catherine S. 
Roskam, retired bishop suffragan of New 
York and assisting bishop of Los Angeles, 
confirmed, received, and reaffirmed the 
faith of nine members of St. Wilfrid’s on 
Sunday, May 20.  

David Gutel, Patrick & Lynette Hansen, 
Shawn Miars, Denise  & Ron Tenace, Tom 
Varin, Terry Roberts and Kurt Weston (all 
shown in the above photo except Denise 
and Kurt), together committed 10 weeks 
completing the “Confirm, not Conform” 
class with instructors Chris Christie and 

Allison English. They delved more deeply 
into their faith, exploring the history, 
theology, and beliefs of the Christian 
tradition and Episcopal Church. Three 
members of the class were confirmed into 
the Episcopal Church. Five members were 
received into the Episcopal faith from the 
Roman Catholic tradition. One member 
of the class reaffirmed his faith in the 
Episcopal Church, several decades after 
his confirmation as a young adult.

In the Episcopal Church, we believe 
that baptized members of the church are 
ministers of the church. That means that 
all of us—lay and ordained—have a minis-
try and purpose in the church. Receiving 
one’s confirmation certificate is like the 
“ordination certificate” of lay people—an 
adult affirmation of faith that confers a 
lifetime of ministry in the church. Take 
some time to congratulate our newly 
confirmed members of the parish, and 
celebrate their ministry among us!

9 people confirmed, received at Confirmation on May 20
KURT WESTON / for the Clarion


