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In March, over 65 people—24 
youth and over 40 adults and 
children attended the Youth 
Vestry-hosted screening of the 

documentary film “Motel Kids of 
Orange County.” The film chronicled 
the lives of homeless children living 
right here in Orange County—moving 
from motel room to motel room, and 
at times living on the street.

Youth Vestry members served 
freshly-popped popcorn, pizza, and 
soda to those in attendance. All set-
tled in for the hour-long documentary. 
The film made a strong impression. 
The reactions ranged from tearful sad-
ness to dismayed shock to convicted 
passion to seek and serve Christ in 
the homeless children in our Orange 
County communities.

At the close of the evening the group 
in attendance made a circle around the 
perimeter of Sacquety Hall. Linking 

arms, the group engaged in a “pop-
corn prayer,” with various people 
adding their petitions for greater 
awareness and action as we serve 
those in need in our midst.

Freshman Youth Group member 
Zack Ransome shared, “I am going 
to go and tell all of the members of 
my football team about these kids 
and this movie, and we are going to 
do something about this! It is not okay 
that children are homeless when we 
have so much.”

Vestry member Chip Daniels com-
mented, “What I find most interest-
ing about [the adults in the families 
featured in the documentary] is that 
they all have jobs. We often say, ‘Well, 
if homeless people could just get a job, 
then the problems would be solved.’ 
These people are employed; but they 
still can’t afford the high rents in the 
Orange County area.”

Movie screening draws 
compassionate crowdCLARION
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. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist Adult Formation
7:30 and 10 a.m. 8:45 a.m.

Nursery, 8:30–11:30 a.m. (Room 1)

Children’s Christian Formation: 
. Sunday School
    9:45–10:45 a.m., Level I (The Sheepfold, 

ages 3–6), Level II (The Vineyard, ages 
6–9)  and Level III (The Golden Thread, 
ages 9–11)

. Youth Bible Study
    8:45 a.m., Grades  6–8
. Confirm Not Conform
    8:45 a.m., High school grades
. Sunday School Exploration Time
    8:45–9:45 a.m., Atriums open to kids

 Healing Service
Third Sunday of the month, 6 p.m.

WEEKDAYS 
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.
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‘MOTEL KIDS OF ORANGE COUNTY’

By the Rev. Allison English

HOMELESS: 
The Motel Kids of Orange County

All-Parish Screening 
Sunday, March 10

6–7:30 p.m.
Sacquety Hall

The Youth Vestry of St. Wilfrid’s cordially invites you to the 
screening of this riveting and challenging documentary film.

 See and hear firsthand the realities of poverty right here at home.

The Youth Group will be serving these homeless children at their 
school, Project Hope School, in Anaheim this coming spring.

Concession stand provided by St. Wilfrid’s 
Youth Vestry Mission and Outreach Commission.

SCREENING: Attendees at the showing of the documentary, “Motel Kids of Orange 
County,” which was held in Sacquety Hall at St. Wilfrid’s on March 10.
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER

I
t is no coincidence that Lent begins 
in the cold of winter. Yes, Southern 
California natives, winter does usu-
ally include cold days and nights . . . in 
some parts of our nation, many long 

cold days and nights. Not so unlike what 
happens in winter, deep in the sometimes 
snow-covered earth, Lent is a season that 
invites us to turn inward, to pay special 
attention to those things that develop in 
the regions of our lives that are hidden. 
What gets planted and nurtured in those 
secret places matters because the product 
of that nurturing is eventually on display 
for all the world to see. The winter can be 
hard, leaving us hopeful that regardless of 
what Punxsutawney Phil projects on Feb. 
2, spring and the new life it represents will 
soon be here. 

Last fall a several-thousand mile 
journey began for a thousand bulbs 
from Holland. None of them were 
significantly distinguishable from any 
other . . . and certainly none of them 
were anything that would command 
attention from most of us. Yet, to 
Tom and Chris Wesley, those bulbs 
had the potential to add something 
priceless to the lives of us all at St. 
Wilfrid’s. So, in January, the barren 
ground in the planter of our Memo-
rial Garden became the resting place 
of those one thousand bulbs… and 
the nurturing care of the Wesleys 
began.

Weeks would pass with no indica-
tion on the surface that anything was 
happening. The ground still appeared 

barren. Then, slowly, sprouts started 
to emerge. Green began to replace the 
dominant earth color in the planter. 
More time passed and it was clear that 
growth was taking place. Buds soon 
appeared, nearly 1000 of them, still 
none distinguishable from any other. 

Finally, what had been only in the 
imaginations of the Wesleys became 
obvious to us all. Beautiful tulips of 
pink and yellow and white burst open 
in the sunlight adding a beauty to our 
Memorial Garden that was simply 
breathtaking. One thousand tulips 
on full display . . . but wait . . . one of 
them is different. One of them, look-
ing into the beautiful stained-glass 
window of the chapel, was unlike 
any other. Yellow, like many others, 

but with a spilling of red on one petal 
. . . the Christ flower. Not even the 
Wesleys anticipated this!

Winter has now passed and Lent 
has officially ushered in the celebra-
tion of Easter. Like the bulbs that 
were nurtured in the Memorial 
Garden, in Lent, God’s Spirit has 
been tending to what is planted deep 
within us all. Now is the time for the 
product of that work to spring forth 
in all of its beauty! Christ is risen! . . . 
and we are risen with him! The glory 
of God that is revealed in us can be 
surprising . . . and breathtaking. And, 
for the record, there is none like YOU. 
This Easter, shine forth the person 
God created you to be!

The Lord is risen, indeed!

MICHAEL ARCHER / for the Clarion
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Something new springs forth

I  don’t know about you, but to 
me it felt like the Resurrection 
life of Easter sprang up early 
this year. New life burst out of 
the dormant ground this past 

Lenten season, with the tulip bulbs 
that could not help but spring up 
toward the sun, and the blossoming 
trees that shouted new life with their 
purple blooms. 

In the fifth week of Lent, we heard 
from the prophet Isaiah a stirring 
call to hear and see a God who acts 
in creation:

“I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth,  
do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the 
desert.” 
      —Isaiah 43:19–20

God is “about to to do a new thing,” 
but are we listening? Are we respond-
ing? Do we not perceive it?

In Eastertide, we are called to 
respond to the ways that God is 
already doing new things, breathing 
new life into our church, our com-
munity, our world around us. Where 
is God doing a new thing among us?

Throughout Lent, many members of 
St. Wilfrid’s and long-time volunteers 
of Beach Cities Interfaith Services 

mourned the closing of the location 
that for years served homeless families 
with much-needed grocery, clothing, 
and hygiene needs, along with basic 
social services. On March 29, Good 
Friday, we handed over the keys, and 
everything that had been used to serve 
our community was locked away in 
storage.

I wondered as the closing day drew 
nearer, “Will new life spring up from 
the death of this ministry as we have 
known it?”

At the March bcis board meeting, 
signs of resurrection life were clear. 
While plans were yet being made to 
pack up the operation at the former 
Main Street location, there were signs 
of new life.

First Christian Church on Main 
and Adams opened their doors on 
Mondays and Fridays to continue 
to provide utilities assistance to the 
bcis clients. Huntington Beach Bap-
tist Church is serving lunch Tuesday 
through Friday each week. Calvary 
Baptist holds their “spaghetti wagon” 
on Monday nights at Lake Street Park, 
including a clothing distribution. The 
Yorktown and Beach Calvary Chapel 
and Christ Presbyterian Churches are 
hosting dinners, and the Fountain 
Valley United Methodist Church offers 

breakfast on Saturday mornings.
While grocery service for hungry 

families is extremely limited in this 
time of transition, local faith com-
munities have stepped up to provide 
meals for hungry families on most of 
the days of the week.

The BCIS board continues to make 
progress toward opening its new 
Gothard location. Pending approvals 
from the county to the city, clients will 
be receiving services within months. 
St. Wilfrid’s continues to be strongly 
involved with this ministry to those 
in need.

On March 10, over 60 members of 
St. Wilfrid’s, including 24 teenagers, 
gathered to view the documentary 
film, “Motel Kids of Orange County,” 
chronicling the realities of homeless 
children in Anaheim, Costa Mesa, 
and surrounding areas. (See the article 
on page 2 for more details.) Our pas-
sion for caring for those struggling in 
our midst is being ignited among our 
younger members.

God is doing a new thing. Are we 
listening? Are we responding? Do we 
not perceive it? May God prosper the 
work of our hands, as we join with 
our sisters and brothers in faith in 
reaching out to those in need in our 
community.
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There are 12 vestry members, but 10 
commissions on which they serve
By Patti Nunn, Senior Warden

T
he 2013 Vestry is in place 
and already working 
hard. In February the 
Vestry met for a two 
day retreat. This was 

a wonderful time to not only get to 
know one another but also to discuss 
in depth the needs of the parish. We 
talked about our commissions and 
set goals for getting our work done. 

The vestry members are here to 
serve you, the parishioners. Please 
take the time to get to know who 
the Vestry members are. They can be 
identified by the badges they wear at 
the services.  Their names are also 
listed here in the Clarion and also in 
the kiosk located in the patio.

There are ten commissions associ-
ated with the Vestry. The commis-
sions function in an advisory capacity 
to the Vestry. The commissions are 
designed to enhance the visibility of 
the various ministries associated to 
them and to make sure that there is 
communication between the various 
ministries and the Vestry. Commis-
sions are also a wonderful way for 
parishioners to be involved in the 
activities of the church.

The ten commissions and the Vestry

 chairs of each commission are:
1. Finance and Budget:  Leith 

George
 a. Recommend annual parish 

budget
 b. Monitor progress quarterly
 c. Advise on long term health of 

the Parish
2. Christian Formation: Chip 

Daniels
 a. Stewardship both personal and 

corporate
 b. Recognition and utilization of 

spiritual gifts
 c. Nurturing Biblical literacy in 

the parish
 d. Empowerment of laity for 

ministry
 e. Newcomer  assimilation
3. Policy and Personnel: Vicki 

Farnsworth
 a. Gather/assess/compile policies 

guiding parish life
 b. Assist rector in HR issues
 c. Assist parish administrator 

with coordination of volunteer sup-
port

4. Worship and Special Services: 
Debra Hali

 a. Assist in seasonal worship 
planning

 b. Evaluate current worship 
services and develop new worship 
opportunities

 c. Facilitate recruiting, training 
and resourcing of liturgical ministers

5. Fellowship: Marcia Cray
 a. Plan/facilitate regular parish 

wide fellowship, including the fellow-
ship following the Sunday services.

 b. Oversee the care of the parish 
kitchen

6. Outreach and Evangelism: 
Elaine Meigs

 a. Focus parish outward, facilitat-
ing social action

 b. Facilitate development of 
needs- oriented evangelism

 c. Coordinate Welcoming Min-
istries

7. Buildings and Properties: Bill 
Dawson

 a. Annual walk-through of Parish 
grounds, noting condition and fore-
casting maintenance needs

 b. Work with Parish Adminis-
trator to provide ongoing care and 
maintenance of Parish grounds

 c. Coordinate Vergers and Vestry 
open/close schedules

8. Pastoral Care: Patti Nunn
 a. Assist clergy and lay ministers 

in responding to pastoral care needs
 b. Facilitate parish-wide aware-

ness of need and care of those in need
9. Children, Youth and Families: 

Brian Keith
 a. Work with clergy and lay min-

isters in coordinating ministry to and 
through our children and youth

 b. Nuture intergenerational rela-
tionships

10. Preschool: Denise Kaprielian
 a. As defined in Preschool Com-

mittee Charter
As you can see there are many 

opportunities to become involved 
in the life of the parish. Please take 
advantage of these opportunities. We 
look forward to hearing from you.

VESTRY CORNER

PATTI NUNN: Senior Warden BILL DAWSON: Junior Warden
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St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno 

Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org

Associate Priest 
The Rev. Allison English
allison@stwilfridschurch.org

Parish Administrator 
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org

Preschool  
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org

Communications/IT Director  
Kent Steinbrenner, Clarion editor
kent@stwilfridschurch.org

Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org

Organist   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Jason Klein

Senior Warden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Patti Nunn

Junior Warden  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Bill Dawson

Treasurer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Derek Wimmer

Building & Grounds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dick Sneary  

Sexton .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Amy Wilkerson

18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

www.stwilfridschurch.org   

Phone:  (714) 962-7512

Fax: (714) 962-4538

Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           

Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

‘Celebration of Wisdom’ 
group meets on the 3rd  
Saturday of the month 

Are you 55 or older and looking for a fun activity 
once a month? The Celebration of Wisdom ministry 
group meets from September through June at 11:30 

a.m. on the third Saturday of the month in Sacquety Hall.
The Celebration of Wisdom ministry group is a monthly 

fellowship group for all who are 55 or older (although it is 
open to all who wish to attend), with guest speakers and 
musical programs; the group welcomes active participa-
tion by all of its members. You will enjoy a wonderful few hours with pleasant, mature adults, some delicious food, 
a book exchange, good conversation and lively discussions of music and travel, among other topics.

 The Wisdom group is now in its second decade. One of the strengths of our parish is that we offer a wide variety 
of activities for every age group. In this way, St. Wilfrid’s can obtain new approaches from the younger generation, 
while hearing wise words of advice from the older generation—a great combination.

T
he St. Wilfrid’s Scrip pro-
gram raises money for the 
Building and Grounds 
Fund.  The beauty of 
this program is that you 

do not have to spend any money other 
than what you normally do to help 
raise funds for the church.  

St. Wilfrid’s Scrip Program consists 
of three components:

1.  Vons Club eScrip Program
Parishioners sign up at St. Wilfrid’s 

to connect their Vons or Pavilions Club 
Card to earn money based on their 
store purchases.

2.  Ralphs Rewards Program
Parishioners sign up at St. Wilfrid’s 

to connect their Ralphs Rewards Card 
to earn money based on their store 
purchases.

3.  Great Lakes Scrip cards
 The percentage we keep as profit 

varies from business to business and 
ranges from 1.5 to 16%. More informa-
tion can be found at www.glscrip.com.  
The church (as a non-profit organiza-
tion) purchases the scrip cards at a dis-
count and sells the cards at face value. 

We keep a “bank” of frequently 
purchased vendor cards that can be 

purchased each Sunday morning—and 
scrip cards from the large list of ven-
dors can be ordered one Sunday and 
picked up the next.

If everyone uses these cards for one 
or two places they regularly shop, our 
profit will be considerable. They do 
make excellent gifts (and Mother’s 
Day, graduations, Father’s Day, wed-
dings, and teacher gifts are all coming 
up), but we would ask you to consider 
using these as simply a different way 
to shop. It just requires a little fore-
thought; you need not spend any more 
money than you usually do.

Scrip tips:
. Pay your Kohl’s bill with scrip 

cards
. Use Vons scrip and earn points for 

a 10-cents-a-gallon reward at Chevron 
gas stations

. Download a Starbucks app on 
your smart phone and load your scrip 
card on it for purchases

. Use vendor scrip cards online to 
pay for your online purchases

. Use your registered Vons (or Pavil-
ions) Club Card and pay with Vons 
scrip cards for your store purchases—
St. Wilfrid’s earns twice!

5 tips to help use scrip: Shop and 
help Buildings & Grounds, too
By John Bailey, Scrip Program Director
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APRIL 2013
7th Meet the Vestry, 8:45 a.m., Sacquety Hall
 Newcomers’ Reception, 11:45 a.m., Room 

11
 Evensong, 6 p.m., Church 
9th Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m., Sacquety Hall
13th Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 

a .m ., Sacquety Hall
14th Parish Nurses: 8:30–10 a.m., Sacquety Hall
          Newcomers’ Class (Part 1 of 3): 8:45 a.m., 

Room 11
19th Church Potluck: 5:30 p.m.., Sacquety Hall
21st Youth Walk to End Genocide: 9 a.m., Offsite
 Newcomers’ Class (Part 2 of 3): 8:45 a.m., 

Room 11
 Compassion Sunday; Healing Service: 6 

p .m ., Church
26th Preschool Spring Fling: 6 p.m.., Sacquety 

Hall
27th Youth Confirm Not Conform Service Day: 9 

a .m ., Bolsa Chica Wetlands
28th Newcomers’ Class (Part 3 of 3): 8:45 a.m., 

Room 11

MAY 2013
4th AIDS Walk Orange County: 6:30 a.m., 

Disneyland
 Holy Cow Preparation: 10 a.m., Sacquety 

Hall
5th Holy Cow Breakfast: 8:30 a.m., Sacquety 

Hall
 Evensong, 6 p.m., Church 
9th Cursillo: 8 a.m., Sacquety Hall
10th Preschool Tea: 10 a.m., Sacquety Hall
11th Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast: 8 

a .m ., Sacquety Hall
 Youth Confirm Not Conform Banquet: 6 

p .m .,  Sacquety Hall
12th Mothers’ Day: Bishop +Diane’s Visitation
 Parish Nurses: 8:30–10 a.m., Sacquety Hall
          Breakfast with Bishop +Diane: 8:30 am., 

Sacquety Hall
 Holy Eucharist & Confirmation: 10 a.m., Church
 Vestry Lunch with Bishop +Diane: 11:45 

am ., Room 11
14th Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m., Sacquety Hall
18th Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m., 

Sacquety Hall
19th Pentecost Sunday: Holy Eucharist with Baptism
 Healing Service: 6 p.m., Church

St. Wilfrid’s Easter Calendar

Y O U  A R E  I N V I T E D  T O

A Newcomers’ Reception
Sunday, April 7, 2013 • 11:45 a.m.

Children are welcome.

A S  W E L L  A S

A Newcomers’ Class
Sunday, April 14, 21, & 28

All classes begin at 8:45 a.m. This is a three-part series; 
please plan on attending all of the classes, if possible. 

Childcare is available.

St. Wilfrid’s Episcopal Church
Room 11 • 18631 Chapel Lane

Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831

Please RSVP to the church office

(714) 962-7512

St.Wilfrid of York
The Episcopal Church in Huntington Beach

Both events will be held in Room 11.
Please RSVP to the church office at 714.962.7512.

BRIEFLY NOTED

Vestry ‘meet-and-
greet’ set for April 7
Come and meet your Vestry members on 
April 7 at 8:45 a.m. during the Adult Forum 
in Sacquety Hall. This will be a chance for 
you to get acquainted with the 12 people 
who are serving on the Vestry this year.

Bishop Bruce to visit, 
confirm on May 12
The Rt. Rev. Diane 
Jardine Bruce, bishop 
suffragan, will visit St. 
Wilfrid’s on Sunday, 
May 12 (Mother’s Day) 
to preach, celebrate, 
and confirm. Join us 
for breakfast with the 
bishop at 8:30 a.m. in Sacquety Hall, and 
then for confirmation at 10 a.m. in the church.
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HOLY COW!
Get ready for our 5th-annual youth 
fundraiser breakfast on Sunday, May 5

Join us for our annual tradition of a youth-hosted, made-
to-order breakfast following both worship services on 
the first Sunday in May. Youth Group members will 
prepare and serve quiche, delicious breakfast breads, 

eggs, breakfast meats, and other goodies. All free-will donations 
will benefit youth summer programs, including our first-ever 
Leadership Camp and Youth Vestry Senior Warden Eli Martin’s 
Diocesan Youth Holy Land Pilgrimage.


