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‘Are we
there
yet?’
The season of
Advent pulls us
back in time to the
anticipation of a
nation on a journey.
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. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7, 8:30, and 10:30 a.m.
Adult Formation
9:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Nursery, 8:15 to 11:45 a.m. (Room 1)
Children’s Christian Formation:
. Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
. Youth Bible Study
9:30 to 10:15 a.m.
Healing Services, Evensong
Monthly; Sundays at 5 p.m.;
see Sunday Times for scheduled dates.
WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.;
Morning Prayer, Mon.–Fri., 8:30 a.m.
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CURATE’S CORNER » THE REV. GINA GORE

Our youth group is growing
and busy serving others

I

’m happy to report that in my first six weeks, the St. Wilfrid's Youth Group
(sway: St. Wilfrid’s Awesome Youth), ages 11–18, has been busy getting to
know me, connecting to each other, and serving those in need. I’ve been
happy to see new faces visiting the group, and want all youth to know they're
always welcome! In October, sway elected a Junior Youth Vestry board who
will help guide and govern the mission of the group. They also made dessert
and met with the guests from ship (Self-Help Interfaith Program), and made
them beautiful handmade cards of hope and inspiration.
In November, sway collectively chose two charities to support, raising awareness and over $500 for both choc (Children's Hospital of Orange County), and
the Homeless Veteran's Association at the church's Alternative Christmas Market!
In December, members of sway will volunteer at the diocesan convention in
Ontario, will celebrate the season and plan for the new year with an all family
potluck, will help with holiday set-up at bcis (Beach Cities Interfaith Services),
and will help with a holiday meal for the guests of Laundry Love, Huntington
Beach! The group currently has two meeting times on Sundays: at 9:30 a.m., a
morning gathering they’ve deemed “Cafe Jesus”—a place for bagels & Bible,
connecting, praying, etc., and an evening youth group from 5–6:30 p.m., with
ongoing themes of grace, community, serving, and sharing.
I’m excited to say that a junior youth group of eager young folks is forming
for children under age 11. Please contact me if interested at gina@stwilfrids
church.org.

‘Are we there yet? How much longer?’

I

can still hear the tide-like mixture of fatigue and
anticipation, impatience and longing in the above
words of my children as we journeyed long hours
across the country to see relatives and friends. Stories
had been told of the things they would experience, the
sights they would see, the people who were waiting to see
them . . . their minds were filled with vivid images of the
joy they would feel when we finally arrived. But getting
there—the journey—was nothing like they had imagined..
Then again, there was nothing in
their brief experience of short outings to the park, or the mall, or a
concert in a nearby city that could
have adequately prepared them for
the 20+ hour marathon drive through
deserts and over mountains, sleeping
upright with a seatbelt fastened around
them… restrained, yet somehow still
moving. Snacks helped, at least for a
time. Telling stories, making up new
stories, singing songs, making up new
songs— all helped for a bit, but the
ever-present longing for the joy they
imagined at journey’s end only became
deeper and louder as the hours stacked
upon hours.
Impatience soon led to bickering
over territory. There was only so much
room in the back seat, so every inch of
space was valuable. All those things
we couldn’t leave home without began
inhibiting their ability to stretch and

move… or worse, they became weapons wielded to loudly punctuate the
frustration of a journey that seemed no
closer to ending than when we began.
“Are we THERE yet?”
“How much LONGER?”
The season of Advent pulls us back
in time to the anticipation of a nation
on a journey. They were promised a
land of their own, a life of blessing,
the respect of the nations, Godly
leadership with peace and prosperity.
To be certain, there were times when
it seemed to Israel that the promise
was at hand. Then, time and again,
the promise fell just out of reach. To
a beleaguered people the prophets
announced that over the distant horizon a deliverer would come, one who
would lead them to the fulfillment
of God’s promise. “Be patient, and
prepare the way for the coming of the
Lord,” they said.

Many stopped looking. But to the
faithful who heard the words of the
prophets and kept watch, the angels
over Bethlehem would proclaim,
“Peace on earth! Good will to all
people!”
Our world at the close of 2015 is a
world not so unlike the ancient world.
Peace and prosperity fall just out of
reach. The journey is taking longer
than we ever imagined. The promises
we have read in scripture and have
been taught for generations seem no
closer than when we started this journey as the human race. We distract
ourselves as best we can in all kinds of
ways. Doubting that the promises will
ever be fulfilled, we become territorial,
attempting to carve out an inheritance
for ourselves, rather than trust the God
of the promise.
“Are we there yet?”
“How much longer?”
To the faithful, the prophets still
speak, “Be patient and prepare the
way for the coming of the Lord!” With
each day of preparation, the promise
draws ever closer. This Advent, will
you join me in listening anew to the
prophets? Moreover, will you dare
with me to trust the God of the promise
and work for peace on earth and good
will to all people?
“To all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power
to become children of God…” (John
1:12, NRSV)
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER
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KERNELS FROM KAREN

» THE REV. KAREN MAURER

‘www’: Waiting, wondering, watching

‘www’

is the start of many an Internet website address.
But I would like us to
use this familiar symbol to
remind us of another sort of
beginning; Advent, the start
of the liturgical Church year.
When I think of Advent,
I think of three primary
actions in which we are challenged to engage; Waiting,
Wondering and Watching.
Waiting is difficult for
many of us. Whether we get
impatient in the line at the
grocery store or whether our
waiting involves more serious challenges, most of us
are not comfortable waiting.
We want to see results or get

answers right away!
But the practice of waiting teaches some important
spiritual truths. In Advent,
we join Mary and Joseph in
their waiting for the Christ
child and all of Christendom
as we wait for Jesus’ final
return.
In the spiritual practice of
waiting, we often discover
that the thing/result/answer
we were so impatient to discover often is realized while
we wait. Sometimes, the
thing we are most anxious
for is not what is needed at
all, and, in the waiting, a
deeper truth, need or experience is uncovered. So, we
must learn to WAIT.
Wondering comes a little
more naturally to many of

us. Most people are inherently curious and wonder
about many things. But the
kind of wondering I am
speaking of here is developing a sense of wonder, an
almost child-like amazement. We live in a time
where we can find answers
for most questions... “just
Google it!” is an oft-heard
phrase. Cultivating the sense
of wondering is a spiritual
practice. And it dovetails
nicely with our third “w,”
Watching.
When we pay attention
to the everyday, when we
watch, we begin to notice
God at work. Watching is
an intentional looking for
the holy, noticing the day-in,
day-out blessings.

St. Wilfrid’s team in the
Alzheimer Walk raised $2400

F
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ifteen St. Wilfrid’s parishioners
joined close to 1700 other participants in the “Walk to End
Alzheimer’s” event held on Saturday,
Nov. 7th along the bike path in Huntington Beach. Blue skies, sunshine
and the beach provided inspiration

to all who came together to support efforts to find a cure for this
disease. Our team, “Ambrose and
Friends,” raised $2,400 for Alzheimer's research. Ambrose would like
to say thank you to everyone who
helped make the event a success.

Spending time with my
grandchildren constantly
reminds me that I often
forget to watch, and with
the watching, cultivate my
own sense of wonder. When
Kye calls my attention to
a pelican in flight, when
Kalena points out a caterpillar on the leaf of a plant, or
when Ella laughs with glee
as the dog approaches, I
am reminded to watch with
wonder.
Du ring this Advent
season, I would like to
encourage all of us in our
Waiting, Wondering and
Watching. God may surprise
us with a richness of experience, a sense of his nearness
and a deepening life in the
Spirit as we www.

Thanks to all who
donated food, other
goods to BCIS

T

hank you to everyone who so generously gave canned food, boxed
goods, water, hygiene items and
scrip cards for our ingathering to benefit
bcis. Your generosity amazes me and I am
so grateful for you, the people of St. Wilfrid’s for your ongoing support of Beach
Cities Interfaith Services. God bless you all!
—Rev. Karen

Paper or plastic? At St. Wilfrid’s, your giving
can now be done with any or all of the above

W

e have made supporting St. Wilfrid’s easier and
more convenient. We now
accept online credit and debit
card payments, as well as
electronic ach transfers from
checking accounts, for both
pledging and donations. We
accept Visa, MasterCard,
Discover, and A merican
Express.
If you prefer to put an envelope in the plate with cash
or check, please continue to
do so. But if you would like
to take advantage of our
online payment system just
go to https://stwilfridofyork
e p i s co p a lc h u r c h . clo ve r
donations.com/2016-pledgeform/
If you would like to make a
one-time donation just input

the donation amount, your
contact information, and the
payment information.
For a recurring payment
input the recurring schedule
(weekly, bi-weekly, monthly),
the day of the week or month
you would like the payment
to be made, and your contact
and payment information.
Note that your first donation
will be debited from your
account following submittal
of the form and thereafter
on the weekly, bi-weekly, or
monthly date you select.
There is also an option
to create an account which
gives you access to view past
transactions and save your
payment info for next time.
It couldn’t be easier! If
you have a ny questions
please contact the office.
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ONLINE PLEDGES OR DONATIONS

‘Stewardship’ sounds too pledgy? Consider
joining the ‘Engagement Team’ instead!

‘J

oin the Stewardship Team!” Did
that stop you in your tracks?
Was your first thought, “Not a
chance”? That’s probably because the
first thing that people think of when
they hear “stewardship” is “pledge
campaign.” And, truth be told, even
members of the Stewardship Committee aren’t thrilled when the fall pledge
campaign comes around each year.
We know that stewardship is about
time, talent, and treasure. For the
past few years the Stewardship Committee has taken a very intentional
approach to separate the “time and
talent” aspect of stewardship from the
“treasure” aspect. We’ve even gone
so far as to move the ministry fair to
the spring to separate it from the fall
pledge campaign.
We’re hoping that we can turn the

fall pledge campaign into something
that is automatic for everyone. When
we enter the pledge campaign people
should review last year’s pledge and,
through prayerful discernment, determine what they’ll pledge next year
and turn in a pledge. Easy, right? We
should be able to accomplish this without actually launching a “campaign.”
That would allow the Stewardship
Committee to focus on what we feel
our mission really is—getting everyone who attends St Wilfrid’s engaged
in the life of the parish. Our mission
is to get everyone involved—involved
in worship, involved in fellowship,
involved in service, involved in outreach. Our job is to make everyone
aware of the opportunities that exist
at St. Wilfrid’s to participate.
How are we going to do this? By

being engaged ourselves. The first step
was the stewardship survey we asked
you to participate in. Next, we need
to talk to people, to find out what
their passions are, what they think
their spiritual gifts are. We can do
this through focus groups, and we can
do this through one-on-one dialogue.
This is where you come in. Do you
like to talk to people? Do you like to
find out what motivates them, what
they’re interested in? Then you would
fit in perfectly with our team. Join us
as we become an “engagement” committee. I promise you won’t have to
participate in the fall pledge campaign.
If you’re interested, talk to someone on
the committee: Leith George, Steven
Nadolny, Bill Lindsey, Tom Zajac, Jim
Schweitzer, or Stewart Lumb.
—Stewart Lumb
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’Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had flown,
that lo! the choir of Wilfrid’s sang—a new CD they’d shown:
And as the purchasers drew nigh, the angels’ song rang loud and high:
Carols and Christmas hymns make glad the ear: In excelsis gloria!

T

he choir of St. Wilfrid’s is proud
to release their second album,
“Christmas from St. Wilfrid’s,”
following the success of their earlier
release, “The Advent of Our King.” The
new album features many well-known
Christmas carols, hymns, and anthems,
all performed by our choir. This professionally produced CD makes a perfect
gift this season—it’s the gift that keeps
on giving! You can purchase CDs on the
patio after services for $20 apiece, or you
may also purchase the CD online at our
online purchase page, which is http://clo.
do/38ds/

“O come, O come Immanuel...
and ransom captive Israel”
Sunday December 6
5.00 pm
Reception to Follow

An Advent Procession
of

Lessons & Carols

St. Wilfrid of York Episcopal Church
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St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
NOVEMBER
30th:

The First Sunday of Advent.
Advent Wreath Making: 8:00, 9:30,
and 11:45 a.m., Sacquety Hall

DECEMBER
4–5th: Diocesan Convention: Ontario
Convention Center, Ontario
6th:
Music Guild: Advent Lessons &
Carols:
5 p.m., Church
8th:
Transitions & Grief Ministry
Meeting: 10 a.m., Sacquety Hall
BCIS Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m.,
Room 9
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m.,
Youth Center
11th: Sugar Plum Evening: 6 p.m.,
Sacquety Hall
12th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Breakfast: 8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
13th: Parish Nurses: 8–9:30 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Bishop’s Visitation: One combined service
at 10 a.m., Church; Reception at 11:30 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Heritage Service of Remembrance: 3:00
pm, Church
18th: Preschool Christmas Program: 6:30 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m., Church
19th: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m.,
Youth Center
22nd: Transition and Grief Ministry Meeting: 10
a.m., Sacquety Hall
24th: Christmas Eve: Parish office closes at noon.
Children’s Christmas Pageant with Holy
Eucharist:
5 p.m., Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols: 7 p.m.,
Church
Music Guild: Christmas Carols: 10:30 p.m.,
Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Mass: 11 p.m.,
Church
25th
Christmas Day: Church office closed.
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols: 10 a.m.,
Church
26th
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall

31st

New Year’s Eve Day: Church office closes at
12 noon.

JANUARY
1st
3rd

9th:  

10th:

12th:

16th:

18th:
21st:
23rd
26th:

New Year’s Day: Church office closed
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ
EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians,
Gays, & Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety Hall
Choral Evensong: 5 p.m., Church
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
Liturgical Training: 9 a.m., Church
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
Transitions & Grief Ministry Meeting: 10
a.m., Sacquety Hall
BCIS Board Meeting: 5:30 p.m., Room 9
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Youth Center
Reverend Gina’s Ordination to the
Priesthood: 10 a.m., St. John’s ProCathedral in Los Angeles.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday: Church
office closed
Men’s Cursillo
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Women’s Cursillo
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Visions of
sugarplums on
Dec. 11 at 6 p.m.

Preschool Christmas
Program: Dec. 18th

Bring out your inner artist
as you decorate Christmas
cookies!

T

his annual pageant will be
on Friday, Dec. 18th at both
6:30 and 7:30 p.m., and is
a must-see event! Come watch as
our preschool children put on their
annual Christmas show.

J

oin us for this wonderful St. Wilfrid’s
Preschool “SugarPlum” tradition, as
families fellowship together by decorating Christmas cookies to share
with friends and family—along with
having dinner, —on Friday, Dec. 11
from 6–8:30 p.m. There is a goodwill
offering for dinner, so no need to
bring anything else but yourself and
your holiday cheer!

St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno
Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org
Associates
The Revs. Karen & Dave Maurer
karen@stwilfridschurch.org
The Rev. Gina Gore
gina@stwilfridschurch.org
Parish Aministrator
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

Christmas pageant set
for early Christmas Eve service

C
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hildren of
all ages are
invited to
t a ke pa r t i n
the Christmas Pageant,
which will take place
at the 5 p.m. service
on Christmas Eve on
Thursday, Dec. 24. We
need boys and girls to
serve as angels, shepherds, animals, kings,
and the Magi— all

w i l l help to tel l t he
Christmas story as we
welcome Jesus Christ,
born in the manger, on
Christmas Eve.
Please pick up your
costumes on Sunday,
Dec. 20 from 8 a.m. to
12 noon. If you miss out
on this pick-up time,
please still join us and
choose a costume on
Christmas Eve.

Schedule
. Dec. 20, 8 a.m.–12
noon: Pick-up
costumes from
Room 10 . Dec.
24, beginning at
4:15 p.m.: Pick up
costumes in the
chapel . Afterwards
Return costumes to
Room 11

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org
Preschool
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org
Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org
Organist  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steven Karr
Song School Director . . . . . . . .  Steven Salts
Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chip Daniels
Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Campana
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jane Pape
Buildings & Grounds . . . . . . . Jim O’Connell  
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson
18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
Phone:  (714) 962-7512
Fax: (714) 962-4538
Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           
Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441

