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A Year of
Discipleship
Committing ourselves to
the apostles’ teaching,
fellowship, the breaking
of bread, and (always)
our prayers. PAGE 3
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I

would like to challenge each of
us to put $5 into the bcis collection baskets each Sunday. (If you
don’t know about the baskets, they
are placed right by the altar rail.)
bcis’ budget has tripled since moving
to our new location and we need your
help! At St. Wilfrid’s, we enjoy over
250 members attending every Sunday.
If 200 members gave $5 a week, we
would net $1,000 per week, $4,000

per month or $48,000 per year. Your
little bit can mean so much! Rather
than getting that extra beer or glass
of wine while dining out, or buying
that Starbucks venti mocha, or ordering that double-double at In-N-Out,
please consider setting aside a small
amount for bcis each week. You can
make a difference! Thanks, and God
bless you all for continuing to support bcis.

. WORSHIP & EDUCATION AT ST. WILFRID’S

SUNDAYS
Holy Eucharist
7:30 and 10 a.m.
Adult Formation
8:45 a.m.
Nursery, 8:30–11:30 a.m. (Room 1)
Children’s Christian Formation:
. Sunday School
9:45–10:45 a.m.
. Youth Bible Study
8:45 a.m., Grades 6–8
. Sunday School Exploration Time
8:45–9:45 a.m., Atriums open to kids
Healing Services, Evensong
Monthly; Sundays at 5 p.m.;
see Sunday Times for scheduled dates.
WEEKDAYS
Wednesday Morning Eucharist, 7 a.m.;
Morning Prayer, Mon.–Fri., 8:30 a.m.
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Morning Prayer offered weekdays at 8:30 a.m.

W

e will be starting a service
of Morning Prayer every
weekday morning from

Monday through Friday at 8:30 in the
chapel. Please join us to begin the day
in prayer.

A year of discipleship

H

appy New Year!! No, really. Though January 1 is still a month
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FROM THE RECTOR » THE REV. MICHAEL ARCHER

away, the first Sunday in Advent marks the beginning of a brand
new church year… and with it, a fresh start, a new beginning, an
opportunity to move ever closer to the fulfillment of God’s plan for
our lives and our mission together as a church. So, from this vantage

point, how have we done in the past year, and where do we go from here?

Throughout 2014, our “Year of
Outreach” has been marked by significant accomplishments:
• The Rev. Karen Maurer joined
our staff as Minister of Outreach and
Pastoral Care.
• St. Wilfrid’s played an integral
role in the relocation and re-opening
of Beach Cities Interfaith Services,
securing the presence of this much
needed provider of services in our part
of Orange County.
• A new Jazz Vespers/Healing Service was added to our regular service
schedule, providing a place where our
faith community can gather to seek
wholeness in all areas of our lives.
• St. Wilfrid’s continued providing
support for the relaunch of St. James
the Great Episcopal Church in Newport Beach.
• A summer exploration of liturgies
from around the world of the Anglican
Communion reminded us of our connection throughout the world.
• St. Wilfrid’s Choir’s residency
at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London,
England allowed the spirit of our
congregation to touch the hearts of
spiritual pilgrims and seekers from
around the world.
• St. Wilfrid’s Preschool experienced
its greatest year of growth ever. We
now minister to more than 130 students and their families every week!
Thanks be to God for all these
blessings!
While we celebrate these accom-

plishments, we also acknowledge
continuing challenges:
• Applying the Great Commission,
“Go into all the world and make
disciples,” remains elusive. We were
invited at the beginning of this year
to each add one new person to the St.
Wilfrid’s family. However, our Sunday
morning attendance at the end of 2014
is less than it was at the end of 2013.
*We entered 2014 with a projected
deficit budget, stepping by faith into
this “Year of Outreach,” trusting that
our growth and deepening commitment would help eliminate the deficit
by the end of the year. However, the
deficit projected has not been closed.
Rather, it has expanded by nearly
50%.
Certainly, Sunday morning attendance is not the only measure of
congregational health. Nor is the size
of our budget alone an indicator of
congregational strength. They are,
however, some indication of how
committed we are to the Great Commission.
How does a church like St. Wilfrid’s
take seriously the call to “Go and make
disciples?” It starts by committing to
being disciples ourselves. Sounds basic
enough, doesn’t it? We cannot make
disciples without first being disciples.
So, what does it look like to be a
disciple?
Our Baptismal Covenant echoes
the description of the first followers
of Jesus in Acts 2:42 when it asks us,

“Will you continue in the apostles
teaching and fellowship, the breaking
of bread and the prayers?” We respond
in faith, “We will, with God’s help.”
The year 2015 at St. Wilfrid’s will
be a “Year of Discipleship.” Over
the next 12 months we are all invited
to a back-to-basics year… committing anew to “the apostles teaching”
(learning), “fellowship” (community),
“breaking of bread” (right relationships with each other and with God),
and “the prayers” (as a lifestyle).
None of our endeavors for Christ
have meaning apart from our relationship with Christ. This is not an
invitation to add “one more thing”
to your busy life. It is an invitation to
examine the priorities of your life…
and to actually do less, not more. By
dedicating ourselves to the basics of
discipleship we will rediscover the
blessings of discipleship.
Dare we hope? Dare we trust? Dare
we release our doubts and fears and
failures and let the light of God’s love
reveal the beauty of the person we
were created to be? If we accept hope,
we welcome wonderful possibilities. If
we reject hope, we resign ourselves to
life as it has been. The choice is ours.
May this Advent season, a season
of anticipation, find you looking with
eyes of hope… and may the light of
God’s love deepen your life as a disciple
of Jesus in the year ahead.
Together in Hope,
Fr. Michael Archer, Rector
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Get to know our music staff!
By Elaine Meigs

I

turned on KC ET ’s Great
Performances, and there she
was—St. Wilfrid’s very own
Laura Smith singing at the
Hollywood Bowl with the L.A.
Master Chorale, the L.A. Philharmonic, and Gustavo Dudamel. At
that moment I was reminded of all the
gifted musicians we are so fortunate to
have on staff at St. Wilfrid’s. Stacy Oh,
soprano; Laura Smith, alto; Gregorio
Taniguchi, tenor; and Michael Searing,
bass; provide musical leadership every
Sunday; they cantor and do solo work,
and under the direction of choirmaster
Christopher Gravis, make it possible
for the choir to learn challenging and
beautiful music all year long. Take
a look at the education and musical
experiences that have led them to us . . .

Stacy Oh, Soprano
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Stacy was interested in singing at a
very early age. She took voice lessons,
participated in honor choirs, and
eventually received a dual Bachelor’s
Degree in music education and choral
conducting at Chapman University,
followed by a Master’s in choral conducting at the Bob Cole Conservatory
of Music at Cal State Long Beach. The
students at Prairie Vista Middle School
are fortunate to have her as their direc-

tor of choral activities. Stacy lives in
Long Beach and sings not only at St.
Wilfrid’s but also with The Golden
Bridge and with the Choral Arts Initiative. In addition to leading the soprano
section, we rely on Stacy to provide
starting notes from time to time since
she is gifted with perfect pitch!
Music has inspired Stacy in ways
she will never forget. While on tour,
her college choir sang an impromptu
Haitian piece to commemorate those
lost in the 2010 Haiti earthquake. The
audience provided the percussion by
clapping, thumping and tapping. “I
could feel the energy and emotion from
my ensemble and the audience. It was
the most exhilarating feeling I’d ever
had as a performer. It was a reaffirmation that music is truly a universal
language and has the ability to make
people connect.”
The choir of St. Wilfrid’s trip to St.
Paul’s provided another life-changing
experience. “I feel incredibly blessed
and privileged to have been able to sing
all week at the cathedral. It is probably the most beautiful architecture
I’ve ever been in. Every day as we
rehearsed in the quire, I found myself
fixating on the intricate mosaics and
stone carvings all around me. I kept
thinking to myself, I am incredibly
grateful to be able to make glorious
music with such a fine choir in this
magnificent space.”

Laura also sings with the Horizon
Music Group, The Golden Bridge and
the Inspiravi Chamber Choir. She lives
in Sherman Oaks and works full-time
at an adoption agency helping birth
mothers and adoptive parents.
Laura remembers how special it
was to sing at Disney Hall for the
first time, at age 16—but adds to her
list of special performances, “every
Evensong at St. Paul’s. Singing at St.
Paul’s was one of, if not the mostrewarding musical experiences of my
life. To be somewhere totally foreign
and yet at the same time intimately
familiar, singing music I know and
love for thousands of people I will
never meet, was something beyond
Laura Smith, Alto
compare. It was at the same time one
Another Chapman University gradu- of the largest performances I’ve been
ate, Laura received her Bachelor’s a part of and one of the smallest—to
of Music in vocal performance and be there as a singer in this enormous,
Bachelor of Arts in Germanic studies, magnificent cathedral, surrounded by
as well as German certification from years of history and tradition, made me
the Goethe Institute. Needless to say, feel smaller than I’ve ever felt before. “
Laura is our resource for German proWhile in Europe, Laura and nownunciation. She has sung with choirs fiancé Aaron became engaged and are
and as a soloist with more than fifteen planning their wedding! We wish them
ensembles in the greater Los Angeles every happiness!
area, and has toured in England, Italy
and Germany. She can be heard in vari- Gregorio Taniguchi, Tenor
ous recordings, including that of the
Verdi Requiem with the L.A. Phil and
You may recall Greg’s beautiful tenor
Gustavo Dudamel as mentioned above. voice the day he sang Ev’ry Valley Shall
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His time at St. Paul’s left a profound excellent musician after another.”
and lasting impression. “The idea that
Michael expresses so well the privishook me the most was that of tradi- lege of singing during the choir’s trip
tion throughout antiquity—that for to London. “Singing at St. Paul’s
thousands of years, people had been Cathedral in London was truly the
worshiping through song in the same highlight of the trip. The wondrous
spot, and for hundreds of years in the sound we made from where we sat in
same exact seats. While technological the choir stalls was just magical. But
and medical advances have changed add to that the beauty of the cathedral
us significantly, at our core, we are and the honest and sincere devotion of
still human and we experience awe the St. Paul’s clergy and staff—it made
and beauty the same way our ances- the service we were able to offer not
tors did.”

Michael Searing, Bass
Be Exalted from Handel’s Messiah at
St. Wilfrid’s. He, too, is a graduate of
the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music
at Cal State Long Beach, with a Bachelor’s of Music in vocal performance.
Currently living in Artesia, Greg works
as a substitute teacher during the
week. In addition, Greg sings with the
Horizon Music Group, with the Pacific
Chorale and with its small ensemble,
the John Alexander Singers. Summers
are spent in New Mexico with the
Santa Fe Desert Chorale - always a
musically challenging but very rewarding experience. “The hardest prep usually yields the most gratifying concerts.
A Brahms Zigeunerlieder concert with
the SFDC where we had really gotten
into the language and nuance of poetry
was one of my favorites.” He recalls
another special moment while singing
with the Pacific Symphony: “The two
full minutes of stunned silence from
the audience after finishing the Duruflé
Requiem.” Greg has also been a soloist
with the L.A. Bach Festival and does
recording studio work.

Michael has been a section leader
at St. Wilfrid’s for more than 17 years,
which makes him our staff member
with the most longevity! It would be
almost impossible to count the number
of services Michael has sung for us,
the solos he has graced us with and
the number of times he has served as
cantor.
Michael currently lives in Santa
Ana, but grew up in La Porte, Indiana.
At 18 he left the snow and moved to
California where he graduated from
Fullerton College. “I sang with the
Pacific Chorale for 10 years and began
singing as the tenor section leader for
the St. Wilfrid’s Chancel Choir under
the direction of Bud Bisbee, eventually
being given the position of baritone
section leader. At the same time I
sang for the St. Wilfrid’s Worship
Team, working under the direction of
Cindy Drennan and Chuck Maggs. I
also took about six years of private
voice lessons from Mr. Bisbee. And
currently working under Chris Gravis,
I am constantly reminded of how lucky
I have been to have worked with one

only beautiful, but meaningful. It was
a singular and phenomenal experience
for which I will forever be grateful
and I thank Christopher Gravis and
St. Wilfrid’s Episcopal Church for
giving me such a rare and wonderful
opportunity.”
How Fortunate We Are . . . to have
musicians like these in our midst. We
benefit greatly from their leadership
and faithful service to St. Wilfrid’s. As
Laura Smith puts it, “At other churches
I’ve always felt like an employee, but
here at St. Wilfrid’s I actually feel like a
part of the church, and it’s wonderful!”

Brandon Giesbrecht Flickr Creative Commons
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» THE REV. V. R. MaRIANNE ZAHN

Formation: An important part of the
Christian life, no matter what age you are

M

y experiences over
this past summer and
early fall have made
clear to me the vital
importance of strong
formation for the life of a parish. Formation may sound like a dry concept,
but it is at the heart of every aspect of
ministry and encompasses so much
more than just religious education.
Formation is a process of deepening
our relationship with God, growing
our character, and opening our hearts.
We need proper formation in order to
fully participate in worship so that we
experience it as an active engagement
with all our senses, not something done
for us by the other ministers. Formation helps us understand the basis of
all Christian faith, the Holy Scripture,
and does this by giving us the tools we
need to deepen our understanding of
the Bible, its context, and its meaning.
Without good formation, evangelism
is very difficult: we can't share our
faith when we don't know what it is
we're sharing! And good formation
improves even pastoral ministry. When
we understand more about scriptures
and history, we are able to draw upon
them as examples to lift up and encourage those around us. I've been involved
in formation at every age the past few
months and want to fill you in on some
of what's been happening.
My experience in preschool chapel
last year convinced me that even little
ones can grasp more complexity than
we often give them credit for. I've
slightly altered the chapel structure
to give the children a bit more time to
interact, which they seem to be enjoying. Even though the numbers in chapel
are large and the group can sometimes
be boisterous, they have a great respect

for the sacred space and time we spend
together.
On Sundays, I'm pleased that Susan
Matthews has retooled our Sunday
School curriculum, organizing it to
follow the lectionary so that parents
and children alike will be focusing on
some of the same materials in class as
we do in church. Hopefully, this creates
more cohesiveness between parents
and children despite being apart for
the first portion of the service. Susan
is passionate about formation and
understands the vital role church plays
in developing children's spirituality,
even at the youngest ages. And she is
also preparing lessons well in advance
for our wonderful volunteer teachers,
so if you have any interest in working
with children about once a month or
less, please let us know: it will be a
manageable and rewarding experience
for you!
For the older children and youth,
we've begun offering a Bible study
during the 10 a.m. service. The current
curriculum is "The Zombie Apocalypse Guide to Survival," and despite
the scary title, this is a low-key time for
youth to talk about the Bible in a small,
quiet setting. Youth also enjoy our
Sunday night groups, as well as acolyting on Sundays. And for those youth
ready for even deeper formation, please
consider training as a subdeacon. We
love having young people serve at the
table with us! As for young adults,
after a brief hiatus, they are enjoying
a new “Versed” Bible study series at
the diocesan center with our bishops,
and plan to start up their “Bibles and
Brews” series again after that.
The highlight of adult formation
over these past few months for me has
been working with our adult confirma-

tion class. We explored our Anglican
faith over two months and I was very
proud to present these wonderful
candidates to Bishop Mary Glasspool
to be confirmed on All Saints Sunday.
We hope to have a date for our next
youth confirmations soon, and for
those adults who missed this year’s
class, please let me know so that we
can begin planning that.
Finally, it was a special honor last
month to host the archdeacon of our
diocese, the Venerable Dr. Joanne
Leslie, who spoke about vocational
calls to the diaconate, and by extension, the call of all of us by virtue of our
baptism to serve God's children both
within our church walls and outside. I
was extremely excited to hear that several of you spoke with the Archdeacon
about exploring discernment of your
ministerial call. While some of us are
called to ordained ministry, all of us
are called to ministry of some sort,
and I hope that if you need guidance
exploring your path, you will speak
with me or one of the other clergy so
that we can find ways to help you discern how God is calling you.
As Anglicans, we are called to bring
our entire beings to worship, physically, emotionally and mentally. Formation engages our hearts and minds
to give us the foundation of knowledge
we need to support our physical and
emotional engagement with God
and God's people. Formation is not a
duty—it is a privilege that empowers
us with knowledge and tools to deepen
our faith and lift up others around us
as well. Give some thought this Advent
to where you are in your formational
journey. We can all grow in our love
and knowledge of God, and our staff
is here to help you further that journey,
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St. Wilfrid’s Calendar
NOVEMBER
30th:

The First Sunday of Advent.
Advent Wreath Making: 8:30 a.m. to 10
a.m. and 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Music Guild: Advent Lessons & Carols:
5 p.m., Church

DECEMBER
Sugar Plum Evening: 5:30 p.m., Sacquety
Hall
5–6th: Diocesan Convention: Ontario Convention
Center, Ontario
7th:
EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians,
Gays Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety Hall
BCIS Food Ingathering
9th:
Grief Recovery Meeting: 10 a.m., Youth
Center
Vestry Meeting: 7 p.m., Youth Center
10th: Daughters of the King Potluck: Time TBD at
Monica Martin’s home
13th: Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast with
Daughters of the King: 8:00 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
14th: Parish Nurses: 8:30–10 a.m., Sacquety Hall
CareNets 2 & 8 potluck: 11:30 a.m.,
Youth Center
Heritage Service of Remembrance (please
RSVP): 3 p.m., Church
19th: Preschool Christmas Program: 6:30 p.m.,
Church
20th: Celebration of Wisdom Lunch: 11:30 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
23rd: Grief Recovery Meeting: 10 a.m., Youth
Center
24th: Christmas Eve: Parish office closes at noon.
”Perfectly Painless Christmas Pageant”
with Holy Eucharist: 5 p.m., Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols: 7 p.m.,
Church
Music Guild: Christmas Carols: 10:30 p.m.,
Church
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Mass: 11 p.m.,
Church
5th:

25th

27th
28th
31st

Christmas Day: Church office closed.
Holy Eucharist & Christmas Carols: 10 a.m.,
Church
Prayer Shawl Meeting: 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
Healing Service: 5 p.m., Church
New Year’s Eve Day: Church office closes at
12 noon.

JANUARY
New Year’s Day: Church office closed
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ
EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians,
Gays, & Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety Hall
10th:   Brotherhood of St. Andrew Breakfast:
8:00 a.m., Sacquety Hall
11th: Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m., Sacquety
Hall
13th: Grief Recovery Meeting: 10 a.m., Youth
Center
Vestry Meeting: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
18th: Healing Service: 5 p.m., Church
19th: Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday: Church
office closed
25th: Annual Parish Meeting: 6 p.m., Church
27th: Grief Recovery Meeting: 10 a.m., Youth
Center
30th: Church Potluck: 6:30 p.m., Sacquety Hall
1st
4th

FEBRUARY
1st:
7th:  
8th:

EFLAGS (Episcopal Fellowship of Lesbians,
Gays, & Straights): 12 noon, Sacquety Hall
Women’s Retreat: 9 a.m.
Parish Nurses: 8:30 to 10 a.m.,
Sacquety Hall
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Learn how to make Anglican
rosaries at Dec. 13th workshop

A

n Anglican Rosary-Making Workshop will be
held at 8 a.m. in Sacquety Hall on Saturday, Dec.
13. This event is sponsored by
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
and the Daughters of the King.
Join us for breakfast at 8 a.m.,
followed by a workshop on how
to make an Anglican Rosary.
All are welcome. Please rsvp to
the office at 714.962.7512 by
Monday, Dec. 8 so that we can
plan for breakfast and supplies
for the rosaries.

Visions of sugarplums
on Dec. 5 at 5:30 p.m.
Bring out your inner artist as
you decorate Christmas cookies!

J
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oin us for this wonderful St. Wilfrid’s
Preschool “Sugar-Plum” tradition, as
families fellowship together by decorating Christmas cookies
to share with friends and
family—along with having
dinner, —on Friday, Dec. 5
from 5:30–8:30 p.m. There
is a goodwill offering for
dinner, so no need to bring
anything else but yourself and your holiday
cheer!

St. Wilfrid’s Staff
Bishop Diocesan: The Rt. Rev. J. Jon Bruno
Rector
The Rev. Michael D. Archer
michael@stwilfridschurch.org
Associate
The Rev. V.R. Marianne Zahn
marianne@stwilfridschurch.org
Associates
The Revs. Karen & Dave Maurer
karen@stwilfridschurch.org
Parish Administrator
Terry Roberts
terry@stwilfridschurch.org

‘Painless’ Christmas pageant set
for early Christmas Eve service
This year we’re aiming for simplicity—kids meet a
half-an-hour before the 5 p.m. service (or at 4:15 for a
costume fitting if they haven’t already picked one up).

C
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hildren of all we welcome Jesus Christ,
ages are invited born in the manger, on
to take part in Christmas Eve.
t h e Pa i n l e s s
Please pick up your cosChristmas Pageant, which tumes after worship on
will take place at the 5 Sunday, Dec. 7, 14, or 21.
p.m. service on Christmas If you miss out on one of
Eve on Wednesday, Dec. the pick-up times, please
24. We need boys and still join us and choose a
girls to serve as angels, costume on Christmas
shepherds, and kings, and Eve. We will meet at 4:30
in so doing, help to tell p.m. on Christmas Eve to
the Christmas story as go over directions.

Times to
Remember
. 4:30 p.m.
Call time!
. 4:15 p.m. Lastminute costume
fitting (if you
don’t already
have a costume)

Minister of Music & Arts
Christopher Gravis
chris@stwilfridschurch.org
Preschool
Deborah Pratt, Director
preschool@stwilfridschurch.org
Communications/IT Director
Kent Steinbrenner, Clarion editor
kent@stwilfridschurch.org
Rector Emeritus
The Rev. Canon Charles W. Sacquety
emeritus@stwilfridschurch.org
Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patti Nunn
Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill Dawson
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Derek Wimmer
Buildings & Grounds . . . . . . . Jim O’Connell  
Sexton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Wilkerson
18631 Chapel Lane   
Huntington Beach, CA  92646-1831
www.stwilfridschurch.org
Phone:  (714) 962-7512
Fax: (714) 962-4538
Preschool :  (714) 968-3100           
Emergency Pager: (714) 359-9441
Office hours: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., M–F

