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WHEN:   Saturday, November 16, 2019 

TIME:     9 AM to 2 PM 

WHERE:  St. Thomas Reformed Church Pavilion 

And BBQ Sale 

All Proceeds from the BBQ will benefit the St. Thomas Re-
formed Church After School Program 

Interested in participating or just helping? 

Well here are your options: 

1. Rent a table for the small fee of $25.00 and sell 
your wares. 

2. Donate items for the “Church Sale Table”. 

3. Donate $25.00 to help defer cost of BBQ items. 

Please see Elder Beth Benta after service or  

contact her at (215) 450-3297 for more details .  

STRC has gone solar!   
As part of our disaster relief plan to be a  

distribution point in the event of a natural disaster, with help from RCA  
Disaster relief and the work of Prosolar, our church, undercroft and offices 
are now powered by the sun.  Special thanks to Randy Shaw, Billie Hodges, 

Vicky Christian and everyone who helped pull this project together.   
Let the Son shine!   

  

 

St. Thomas Reformed Church 

November 3, 2019 

 
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 

Founded in 1660 

 
All are welcome 

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ 



2 

 

“ We Gather In God’s Presence...” 
 
Prelude Music          
 (Please take time to prepare for worship and silence electronic devices) 

 
Greeting and Ministry Updates   
 
Introit                                         "Thank You, Lord"                                        Spiritual  
 

Call to Worship (based on 2 Timothy 1) 
    Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth! 

Amen!   
We cannot help giving thanks to God always for you, sisters and 

 brothers, 
which is only right, because your faith continues to flourish, and the 
love you show one another is on the increase. 
May God make us worthy of being called Christians, and help us to 
fulfil our calling and complete our faithful works by the power of  
the Spirit in and through us.  Amen. 

 

Prayer  
 
*Hymn # 606                ‘God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending’        NETTLETON 
                                                 

Call to Confession  
Unison Prayer of Confession 

Loving God, you know the true condition of our spirits. 
Some are free and happy, some in bondage and shame; some have few 
regrets, some have many;  some are repentant, some in denial;  some are 
thirsty for better things, some are apathetic.  In your warm, unconditional 
love we come; please welcome us, and save us from our sin and ignorance.  
All of us have two things in common: we know that we have fallen short of 
the goal you have set for us, and we know that you are a God of forgiveness.  
By your free grace in Christ Jesus, let us know the peace of being put right 
with you and with one another.  For your love’s sake…  

 

Response # 305          ‘Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying’                Medema 

Twenty-First Sunday After Pentecost 
The liturgical color today is green representing the growth and mission of the church! 
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“Spiritual Capital Campaign”                               
This morning, Pastor Jeff begins a four-week sermon series on Gratitude. 
The entire church community is invited to participate by offering their time, 

gifts, and talents for a "Spiritual Capital Campaign". We had a traditional 
Capital Campaign in 2016, which focused on having 100% participation from 

our congregation, both near and far, and our goal is the same for this 
event. Everyone has a need, and everyone has something to offer, and  

every offering MATTERS; the very act of service is a blessing to the giver! 
Pledge Cards are in today's bulletin for you to write in a need and/or offer a 
gift; drop completed cards in the Offering plate. Please continue to spend 

time this week prayerfully reflecting on the many ways God has blessed 
you, and on ways you can be a blessing to others.  You may be able to cook 

a meal for someone, to offer someone a ride to worship or an  
outside appointment, to visit a shut-in, to do household tasks and repairs: 

no need or offering is too big--and no need or offering is too small. 

Choral Workshop Thursday, November 7th 

Ken Medema will offer a free choral workshop at 6 p.m. on  
Thursday, November 7th. The workshop is free and open to the public as 

well as STRC congregants. No previous choral experience is necessary: 
don't miss this opportunity to work with a master clinician! If you know any 

singers--or anyone who loves to sing--, please invite them to join us!  
Reservations are required: to register, please email Chanelle 

at music@stthomasreformedchurch.org 

Royal Seniors Celebration 
Our celebration will be Sunday, Nov 17th.  Royals should have  

received their 'save the date' invitations . An emailed invitation/reminder 
has been  sent, in case we miss anyone in church. If you are 70 or older 

please make sure we have you included. XYG will serve our Royals brunch, 
which will be prepared by the cooks of the 'Compassionate Kitchen'  

ministry team; all from our Congregation.  

mailto:music@stthomasreformedchurch.org
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STRC Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Jeffrey Neevel  
Minister of Music & Arts:  Chanelle Schaffer  
Church Administrator:  Dawn Wheatley Comissiong  
Operations Administrator: Vicky Gomez Christian 
Maintenance Supervisor:  Charles Edwards 
STRC @ LPCC Directors: Noel Regalado and Lucy Sutton 
Website Manager: Phyllis Carrozza 

Contact Information 
Office Phone 340-776-8255 

Street Address 2105 Crystal Gade # 5 St. Thomas, VI 00802-6661 
Mailing Address PO Box 301769 St. Thomas, VI 00803 

 
Website:   www.stthomasreformedchurch.org 
Email:       mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org 
STRC “APP” free from iTunes and Google Play 

 
  Like us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/ 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK*: 
 Healing and hope: Brad Allen’s father, Brandon King, Nina Lewis, Jevon 

Malone, Answorth and Lennox Honore. 
 Loved ones of Bill Hughes who died Wednesday.   
 Congratulations and blessings to Enrique and Kathleen Richards who 

are celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on November 11. 
 Prison Ministry: Brad Allen, Arnold Malone, Zedihin Innis 
             

*If you would like prayers added to our Sunday prayer list please contact      

Pastor Jeff at mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org or call the church office at  
340-776-8255 

Lectionary Scripture Readings for this week: 

Haggai 1:15b–2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98; Job 19:23-27a 

 Psalm 17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38 
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Words of Assurance and Hope 
“If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9) Hear then Christ's word of 
grace to us: Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

Children’s Message                                                                           Ken Medema 
 
*Hymn                                ‘All Things Are Yours’  Vs 1-3                              Germany 

                                                                    See page 4. 

“ ...To Hear God’s Word…” 
                            
Scripture                                        Luke 19:1-10                                             Page  957 
        
Message                                        “A Snail’s Pace!”     

 
“...And Respond with Gratitude!” 

 
Offering 
       Offertory                   “A Sermonic Song Summary”                           Medema                                                                                             

       *Doxology 
       *Apostle’s Creed (a statement of faith #359 in the hymnal) 
 
Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer 
 
A Celebration of Worldwide Communion  

(All who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome at the   
table.  Beginning with the back pews, you are invited to come forward using  
the side aisles, break off a piece of bread and dip your bread into the cup.     
Then return to your seat using the center aisle.) 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 

(The congregation is invited to stand, join hands and sing)     
   

*Benediction 
… Depart in peace  

 

                    

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/
mailto:mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org
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   All Things Are Yours                               
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St. Thomas Reformed Church Directory Update 
 

If you did NOT receive an email asking for info for the directory, the 

church does not have your email address. Please send an email to 
mail@icnsend.com so you can be added to the online directory. 

 

TODAY 9:15 - 9:50 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

After Service 
11:30 - noon 
Noon - 12:30 

4:00 p.m. 

Christian Education Classes 
Communion and Sunday Worship  
XYG Meeting (Parsonage) 
Children’s Choir (MR) 
YouthSong Rehearsal (MR) 
Ken Medema in Concert (Sanctuary) 

Tue., Nov 5 11:45 - 1:00 p.m. Salvation Army Lunch 

Wed., Nov 6 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Ladies Bible Study (Ciaccia home) 

Thurs., Nov 7 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Choral Workshop (Music Room) 

Sun.,  Nov 10 9:15 - 9:50 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
10:20 a.m. 

After service 
11:30 - noon 
Noon - 12:30  

Christian Education Classes 
Sunday Worship  
Sr High Bible Study (PJN office) 
Birthday Sunday (Pavilion) 
Children’s Choir (MR) 
YouthSong Rehearsal (MR) 

CALENDAR 

An Associate Pastor search committee has re-formed and will continue 
the search for a pastor to join our ministry team.  Please keep the  
committee (Chair – Michael Conforti, Rebecca Broom, Nalani Figueroa,  
Bridget Galagher, Don Hancock, and Pastor Jeff) in your prayers and commit 
to pray that God would lead a worthy candidate to share in the ministry and 
mission of STRC!   
  
 
Sea View Nursing Home Senior Citizen Visit takes place at 5:30 pm the 

third Thursday of every month. All are welcome!  For more information  
please contact Kim Bourne-Vanneck at kimvanneck@yahoo.com. 
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A warm welcome to our visitors. You are invited to complete the visitor 
registration forms at the end of the pew or on the back table. Please then  
put them in the offering plate. 

 
Today Pastor Jeff begins a 4-part sermon series called G.I.V.E.  
(G – Gratitude, I – Invest, V – Volunteer,  E – Everything) which will conclude 
on Thanksgiving, Christ the King Sunday, November 24. 
 

The Annual Community Thanksgiving Service will be held at the  

Hebrew Synagogue on Friday, November 22 @ 6pm followed by dinner  
provided by the Hebrew Congregation and dessert by us. Please plan to  
bring a dessert to share and RSVP to Dawn or Vicky at 776-8255 or email 
retreat@stthomasreformedchurch.org no later than  November 19.  
Dinner seating is limited! 
 

The Thanksgiving Can Drive is underway until Sunday Nov 24th.  
Please bring unexpired canned foods or nonperishable items and leave  
them in the boxes in the back of the Sanctuary. All items will be donated to  
the Salvation Army Kitchen Pantry. 
 

Sunday School classes meet every Sunday at 9:15 am.  
 

Nursery care is available in Bakery Square with a live feed from the  
Sanctuary starting at 10. 
 

Bathrooms for the congregation’s use are in the Undercroft and inside the 
gate going to Bakery Square.  
 
 
 

GIVING THANKS: 

Leading Worship Today: 
 
     Ministers:                All the people of the church 
     Preaching:                Pastor Jeffrey Neevel         
     Liturgy:                         Haley Jennings 
     Music:                Chanelle Schaffer, Ken Medema, The Adult Choir 
     Greeter:                        Jan Swenson 
     Head Ushers:      Joel Comissiong, Dr. Adam Flowers 
     Audio/Video:               James Cobb 
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WELCOME Ken Medema  

Singing our stories, inspiring our hearts  

For four decades, Ken Medema has inspired people through  
storytelling and music. Though blind from birth, Ken sees and hears  

with heart and mind. Music early became a major component 
of Medema’s life. After graduating from high school Medema studied 

music therapy at Michigan State University in Lansing, where he 
concentrated heavily on performance skills in piano and voice and  

went on after working as a music therapist to earn his master’s  
degree. In 1985 founded Brier Patch Music. Brier Patch is an  

independent recording, publishing, and performance-booking  
company with headquarters in Grandville, Michigan.  

 

Today, Medema performs in a widely variety of venues, from  
local congregations to charity fund-raisers, to high school and  
university campuses, to denominational youth gatherings, to  

universally televised religious programs, to corporate  
conventions, to annual assemblies of national organizations.  
He is the co-founder of Interlude Retreat Corporation, which  

gifts retreat experiences for music directors, runs conferences  
and workshops, and visits small but mighty churches to explore the 
musical possibilities for those congregations. He has recorded over  

40 albums and his latest, Nothing Like the Rain , has just been released  
in CD and USB format. Ken  and his wife, Jane, have been married  

since 1965 and live in the San Francisco Bay area of California.  
They have two grown married children and four grandchildren. 

 

Please come back this afternoon at 4 for  

“Ken Medema In Concert”.  

 
A brief reception with light refreshments will follow the  

performance. Admission is free and all are welcome. 
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mailto:mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org
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