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STRC Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Jeffrey Neevel  
Minister of Music & Arts:  Chanelle Schaffer  
Church Administrator:  Dawn Wheatley Comissiong  
Operations Administrator: Vicky Gomez Christian 
Maintenance Supervisor:  Charles Edwards 
STRC @ LPCC Directors: Noel Regalado and Lucy Sutton 
Website Manager: Phyllis Carrozza 

Contact Information 
Office Phone 340-776-8255 

Street Address 2105 Crystal Gade # 5 St. Thomas, VI 00802-6661 
Mailing Address PO Box 301769 St. Thomas, VI 00803 

 
Website:   www.stthomasreformedchurch.org 
Email:       mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org 
STRC “APP” free from iTunes and Google Play 

 
  Like us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/ 

 

Composer/Performer Ken Medema Returns next month --
Volunteers Needed! 
The wonderful Ken Medema will be returning to St. Thomas 
from October 31st through November 9th. If you were here last December 
and were able to witness his ability to touch hearts and lives through his 
ministry of hope, healing, and joy, you know what a blessing it is for us to 
be able to host his second visit! In addition to offering a special concert at 
STRC, Ken hopes to visit as many schools, assisted-living facilities, and  
other venues as possible. Ken's housing is taken care of, but volunteers 
are needed to assist with coordinating his schedule, and to host/
provide transportation to performance venues on a daily basis. If you can 
help, please sign up on the sheet in the back of the Sanctuary This is a 
wonderful opportunity to be of  service by helping Ken share his gifts with 
the widest possible  audience!  

  

 

St. Thomas Reformed Church 

September 22, 2019 

 
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 

Founded in 1660 

 
All are welcome 

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/
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“ We Gather In God’s Presence...” 
 
Prelude Music          
 (Please take time to prepare for worship and silence electronic devices) 

 

Greeting and Ministry Updates   
 
Introit                                               “I Will Arise”                               RESURRECTION 

Call to Worship                                                                        
 Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth! 
 Amen! 

Praise the Lord! 
   Praise, O servants of the Lord; Praise the name of the Lord. 
   Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore. 
   From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lord is to  
 be praised. 
 

Prayer 
 

*Hymn #95                      ‘Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun’      DUKE STREET               
                                                                       Verses 1,2,4,5. 
                                                 

 
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
The liturgical color today is green representing the growth and mission of the church! 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore 
Jesus ready, stands to save you 
Full of pity, love and power 
 
Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome 
God's free bounty glorify 
True belief and true repentance 
Every grace that brings you nigh 
 

I will arise and go to Jesus 
He will embrace me in His arms 
In the arms of my dear Savior 
O, there are ten thousand charms 
 
Come, ye weary, heavy-laden 
Lost and ruined by the fall 
If you tarry 'til you're better 
You will never come at all 
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Lectionary Scripture Readings for this week: 

Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6-15 
Psalm 91:1-6 

 Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 

 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

Bible Studies 

The Ladies Bible Study group continues the Acts study every Wednesday 

at 6:15 pm. Ladies meet at Edye Ciaccia’s house for one hour to discuss the 

questions and to share how God has spoken to each person as they study. 

Please call Edye to get more info at 678-772-5412. 

 

 

The Book Study Listening to the Language of the Bible by Lois Tverberg, 

with Bruce Okkema, continues this Tuesday, September 24 at 6 pm in the  

conference room.  The book contains more than 60 brief, illustrated         

devotional articles that unpack the meaning of biblical words and phrases 

for life today.  

Listening includes many topics from the perspective of the ancient writers, 

including prayer, family and the promised Messiah. It also looks at the 

words of Jesus in light of first-century Jewish culture.  Everyone is welcome. 

To get a book and the study guide please see Dawn. We are on Lesson  

Number 4: Torah - Law and Instruction. Please complete the questions in 

the Companion Bible Study before the session. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK*: 
 

-Victims of Hurricane Dorian.  Thank you to everyone who supported our 
love offering for Dorian Relief.  $12,842 was sent to support the work of 
the Salvation Army and World Community Kitchen.  An additional $10,000 
was sent to the Reformed Church in America World Relief program which 
is also assisting in Dorian Relief efforts.  Additional gifts received will      
directly benefit the work of The Church of the Good Shepherd in the       
Bahamas.  (Checks may be made payable to St Thomas Reformed Church - 
memo: Dorian Relief)   or online using the following link    
                         
 https://secure.egsnetwork.com/donate/6615D901253446B  

 
-For healing and hope: Donna Black, Scott Burnley, Mary Ann Hancock, 
Brandon King, Dr. Mark Livingston, Baby Myra, James Nimmo,  Jim Ryan 
 

-Family and friends grieving the death of Alice Hilaire. 
 
-Ken Dake (Sr.) in the death of his wife Beverly. Ken & Beverly were winter 
residents of St. Thomas and members of STRC for decades. 
 

*If you would like prayers added to our Sunday prayer list please contact      
Pastor Jeff at mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org or call the church office at  

340-776-8255 

St. Thomas Reformed Church Directory Update 
 
STRC has gone digital!!! It's easy to get started: 
1. Go to your device's App Store  
2. Search for Instant Church Directory 
3. Enter your email as it's listed in our directory  
4. Follow the directions on the screen to complete the login process. If  
your email address isn't listed in the directory, send an email to 
STRC.Directory@gmail.com we'll add it.   
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Response                               ‘Oh, the Mercy of God’                                        Bullock 

Call to Confession  
 
Responsive Prayer of Confession 
When we have failed to love you with all our heart and to be good stewards 
of your creation: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  
When we have failed to take up the cross of discipleship and to be good 
stewards of your gospel: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  
When we have failed to be faithful members of your church and to be good 
stewards of your spiritual gifts: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

https://secure.egsnetwork.com/donate/6615D901253446B
mailto:mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org
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  Words of Assurance and Hope 
When we have failed to love you with all our heart and to be good   
stewards of your creation: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  
When we have failed to take up the cross of discipleship and to be   
good stewards of your gospel: Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  
When we have failed to be faithful members of your church and to be 
good stewards of your spiritual gifts: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

  Children’s Message 
 

  *Hymn                                          ‘As the Deer’                                                 Nystrom  
 

As the deer longs for the water, so my soul longs after You 
You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship You  

 
Refrain: 

You alone are my strength, my shield; to You alone may my spirit yield 
You alone are my heart's desire, and I long to worship You 

 
I want You more than gold or silver, only You can satisfy  

You alone are the real Joy-Giver, all that treasure cannot buy 
 

You're my friend and You are my brother, even though You are a King 
I love You more than any other, so much more than anything 
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TODAY 10:00 a.m. 
10:20 a.m 

After Service 
11:30 - noon 
Noon - 12:30 

Sunday Worship  
Sr High Session (PJN Office) 
Celebrate Ralph P’s Birthday (Pavilion) 
Children’s Choir Rehearsal (MR) 
YouthSong Rehearsal (MR) 

Tue., Sept 24 11:45 - 1:00 p.m. 
6:00 -  7:00 p.m. 

Salvation Army Lunch 
Book Study (Main Office) 

Wed., Sept 25 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Ladies Bible Study (Edye Ciaccia’s house) 

Thurs., Sept 26 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Adult Choir Rehearsal (MR) 
Visit Seniors at Sea View Nursing Home 

Sun.,  Sept 29 9:15 - 9:50 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

11:30 - noon 
Noon - 12:30 

Christian Education Classes 
Sunday Worship  
Children’s Choir Rehearsal (MR) 
YouthSong Rehearsal (MR) 

CALENDAR 

A volunteer is needed to help serve lunch every Tuesday at the Salvation     
Army from 11:45 to 1. Please contact Edye Ciaccia for more info, 678-772-5412. 
 

Nursery care is available in Bakery Square with a live feed from the            
sanctuary. Adult supervision is provided. 

 
Bathrooms for the congregation’s use are in the Undercroft and inside the 
gate going to Bakery Square.  
 

STRC Church APP available!  Includes the morning bulletin and scripture 

passages.  Download free and follow STRC on your smartphone!  Also, you 
may send your prayer requests directly to Pastor Jeff!  
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Music and Worship  
 

YOU are Invited…  STRC's Choirs Want YOU! Rehearsals for the  

Children's Choir and the Adult Choir continue this week, rehearsals for 
YouthSong (Youth Choir) begin this morning,  and  

ALL are welcome to attend! 
 

The Children's Choir (ages 3 through 12) sings in worship on a monthly     
basis; their performances are always a highlight of each service! We         

rehearse on Sunday mornings after the service, from 11:30 to noon. This  
is a great opportunity for your child to learn about music and healthy    
vocal  technique, and to gain experience working in an ensemble &       

performing in front of others. It also provides a firm theological            
foundation for faith formation; all songs are based in Scripture and focus 

on God's love. 
 

YouthSong is open to all teens (Jr. High/ High School). We meet 

on Sundays from noon to 12:30 p.m. Each session, we'll cover vocal          
technique and performance skills as we work on songs to sing in worship 
and beyond. If you like to sing, if you're interested in developing a strong, 
healthy voice, and if you want to use your voice to praise the Lord--come  

join us! As we build  repertoire, we'll also work on soloing and                  
audition techniques. 

 

The Adult Choir sings each week; we rehearse Thursday evenings from 

6 to 7:30 p.m. No previous vocal/choral experience is necessary!! The only              
requirement for membership is the ability to match pitch and to follow        

direction. Some choir members read music; many others don't, so all      
music is taught by ear, by sight, and by repetition.  Rehearsals cover 

healthy vocal technique, expressive singing, & working as an ensemble, 
and everything is grounded in our desire to share, worship, praise, and 

glorify God. Come for the singing, stay for the fun and the fellowship--we 
hope to see you there! 

 
 

For more information about the choir and/or other worship arts ministries,  
contact Chanelle. 
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 “ ...To Hear God’s Word…” 
 

Scripture                                    Luke 16:1-13                                               Page  953 

                                                          1 Timothy 1:12-17                                  Page 1080 

                         

Message                                       “Cooked Books”                Rev. Jeffrey Gargano 

 

“...And Respond with Gratitude!” 
 

Offering 
       Offertory                                  “At Calvary”                                Newell/Towner 
                                                    Dr. Ronald C. Nimmo, soloist 

       *Doxology 
 

Pastoral Prayer & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Hymn # 517                     ‘Love Divine, All Loves Excelling’                    BEECHER        
                                                                           

*Benediction 
 

… Depart in peace  
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GIVING THANKS: 

Leading Worship Today: 
 
     Ministers:                All the people of the church 
     Preaching:                Rev. Jeff Gargano 
     Liturgy:                        Tina Comissiong (deacon) 
     Music:                Chanelle Schaffer,  Dr. Ronald C. Nimmo and the  
   Adult Choir 
     Greeters:                      Nick and Joyce Bailey 
     Head Ushers:      Joel Comissiong, Dr. Adam Flowers 
     Audio/Video:               James Cobb 

Today we welcome Rev. Jeff Gargano to the pulpit.  Rev. Gargano is the   

pastor of the Reformed Church of the Tarrytowns (NY) which continues the 
ministry of the Old Dutch Church of Sleepy Hollow.  Prior to Tarrytown he 
served as the pastor here at STRC from 1995-2009.   
 

Ralph Pasek is celebrating his 94th birthday today!!! Please join him for cake 
following the service in the pavilion. 

 
XYG (eXamine Your God) Senior High Youth Group and Mission team will 
have its first organizational parent meeting on Sunday, October 6.  Students 
(grades 9-12) with their parents are asked to attend so we can begin making 
plans for XYG Mission 2020!!! 
 

Sea View Nursing Home Senior Citizen Visit: This Thursday September 26 
@ 5:30 pm (meet in the parking lot). All are welcome! Put on your calendar 
that we will be visiting the seniors at Sea View the THIRD Thursday of every 
month at 5:30. 
 

Monthly Men’s Breakfast! Beginning Saturday October 5 at 8 am in our   

own Retreat Center (RC2)!!  Reserve your place at the table today.  A sign up 
sheet is on the back table in the Sanctuary. For more information or if you  
wish to help, contact Forrest Broom: 
 340-474-0472 or email forrestbroom@gmail.com. 
 

Save the Date: Sunday, October 6 Church Picnic at Magens Bay 
All are welcome. Details to follow. 
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Our Sunday School program begins at 9:15am on Sunday, September 29th. 

We look forward to sharing the Good News of God's love with your children. 

FIVE (of the many) REASONS YOUR CHILDREN SHOULD  

ATTEND SUNDAY SCHOOL!  

1. Learn About God - When your little ones go to Sunday school, they will find 
the age-appropriate Bible teaching their young minds are so eager to absorb. 
Our Sunday school teachers will incorporate fun activities, like crafts and  
skits, into the lesson so your children will be able to remember them. 
 
2. Find Mentors - Parenting can be tough, but when you have Sunday school 
teachers working to mentor your children, they can provide another source  
of guidance. The church is a community where everyone helps their          
neighbors. 
 
3. Make Friends - If you want your children to make more friends, Sunday 
school is a great place to find them. As they learn and play together on  
Sunday mornings, they will be able to form healthy friendships with children 
whose parents have the same priorities as you. 
 
4. Form Good Habits - If you start consistently taking your children to church 
when they’re young, they will forever learn the good habits of church attend-
ance. For the rest of their lives, they’ll benefit from the knowledge they 
gained in Sunday school. 
 
5. Have Fun - Don’t forget the importance of play and fun. With talented 
teachers, great activities, and friends they enjoy, your little ones will love  
going to Sunday school every week. This is a great way to show your kids 
learning about God can be really cool. 
 
The St Thomas Reformed Church welcomes your precious children with open 
arms. We look forward to having the children of the church join us for Sunday 
School at 9:15am each Sunday and then joining us for worship at 10am. If you 
would like to learn more about Sunday school please contact Chantal 
Figueroa at 340.998.9002. 
 

Teacher commissioning will also take place during worship next Sunday. 
 

 

mailto:forrestbroom@gmail.com
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  Words of Assurance and Hope 
When we have failed to love you with all our heart and to be good   
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Lord, have mercy.  
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Come, ye sinners, poor and needy 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore 
Jesus ready, stands to save you 
Full of pity, love and power 
 
Come, ye thirsty, come and welcome 
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In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/

	092219_pg 1
	092219_pg 2
	092219_pg 3
	092219_pg 4
	092219_pg 5
	092219_pg 6
	092219_pg 7
	092219_pg 8
	092219_pg 9
	092219_pg 11
	092219_pg 12



