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STRC Staff 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Jeffrey Neevel  

Minister of Music & Arts:  Chanelle Schaffer  

Church Administrator:  Dawn Wheatley Comissiong  

Operations Administrator: Vicky Gomez Christian 

Maintenance Supervisor:  Charles Edwards 

STRC @ LPCC Directors: Noel Regalado and Lucy Sutton 

Website Manager: Phyllis Carrozza 

Contact Information 
Office Phone 340-776-8255 

Street Address 2105 Crystal Gade # 5 St. Thomas, VI 00802-6661 
Mailing Address PO Box 301769 St. Thomas, VI 00803 

 
Website:   www.stthomasreformedchurch.org 
Email:       mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org 
STRC “APP” free from iTunes and Google Play 

 
  Like us on Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/ 

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK*: 
 
 Congratulations and blessings to all graduates! (XYGers graduating          

Saturday from Antilles: Brooke Hect, Amahl Lewis, Isabel Villegas and  
Matthew Wojtylak.)   

 For healing and hope: Dr. Mark Livingston, Donna Black (Georgann 
McNichol’s sister), Ann (Mary Howe’s sister), James (Ron Nimmo’s  

        brother), Rob (Beth Benta’s brother), Linda Gidley, Chanelle Schaffer         
        and her family as they grieve the death of her father David. 
 For our Prison Ministry and all involved: 
 - Gilbert Samuel 
 - Kenneth Peterson to return home to family soon 

*If you would like prayers added to our Sunday prayer list please contact      

Pastor Jeff at mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org or call the church office at  
340-776-8255. 

   

 

St. Thomas Reformed Church 

June 2, 2019 

 
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 

Founded in 1660 

 
All are welcome 

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasreformedchurch/
mailto:mail@stthomasreformedchurch.org
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“ We Gather In God’s Presence...” 

 
Prelude Music        
               (Please take time to prepare for worship and silence electronic devices) 

 
Greeting and Ministry Updates        
 
Call to Worship (from Psalm 97) 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth! 
 Amen! 
 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice; 
 Let the many coastlands be glad! 
 The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness; 
 And all the peoples behold the glory of God. 
  

Prayer 
  

*Hymn # 419             “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”      HOLY MANNA 
             

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
The liturgical color today is white representing the celebration of the resurrection!  

Call to Confession (1 John 1: 8 - 10) 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 We come asking forgiveness for our foolish lives, Eternal God.  
 Deliver us, and break the chains of sin and death which hold 
 us captive. Open us to that grace you offer, and give us the gift 
 of the Spirit so we may live as people of the Risen Lord,  
 Jesus Christ… 
 

A Time for Silent Prayer . . .  

Response           “Amazing Grace - My Chains are Gone”        Chris Tomlin 
See page 4 

 
Words of Assurance and Hope 
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CALENDAR  

TODAY 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. 
9:15 - 9:55 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Fellowship Time  
Sunday School  
Sunday Worship 
 

Tue. June 4 11:30 - 1:00 p.m. Salvation Army Lunch 

Sat. June 8 11:00 - 2:30 p.m. Bethlehem House Lunch 

Sun. Jun 9 9:00 - 9:45 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Fellowship Time 
Sunday Worship 
 

COMING IN JUNE: 
          14 - STRC @ LPCC end of year party (3 - 6 p.m.) 

          16 - Father’s Day, Celebration of Young Life leaders                                  
    Seth & Melissa Rogati  

          22 -  MBW Graduation exercises at 10 a.m. 

          29 - Marriage of summer camp counselors Rachel Himes & Tate DeWalt  
     at  2:30 p.m. All are invited! 

Lectionary Scripture Readings for this week: 
Acts 2: 1 - 21 or Genesis 11: 1 - 9 

Psalm 104: 24 - 34, 35b 
Romans 8: 14 - 17 or Acts 2: 1 - 21 

John 14: 8 - 17, ( 25 - 27) 

Next Sunday we welcome guest preacher Rev. Jack Klunder.   
Jack was born and raised in Grand Rapids, MI, then went to Hope College, 
class of 1974 (a classmate of Sidney Comissiong!)  Jack met his wife Mary 

at Hope and got married in 1974.  He  attended Gordon-Conwell Seminary, 
graduated from Western Seminary in 1977, and received a Th.D. from  

Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia.  He served RCA congregations in  
Palos Heights, IL, Metuchen, NJ, Scottville, MI,  

Franklin, TN, and Hopkins, MI  
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GIVING THANKS: 
Leading Worship Today: 

Ministers:           All the people of the church 
Preaching:           Pastor Jeff Neevel 
Liturgist:            Elder Beth Benta 
Music:           Courtney Reese (organ) and James Cobb (guitar) 
Greeters:           Mary Howe and Wendy Snodgrass 
Head Ushers:       Dr. Adam Flowers , Joel Comissiong 
Audio/Video:       James Cobb 

WELCOME… and may the risen Christ be with you today and every day!  
 
Sunday School classes concluded today. We give thanks for our teachers 

who gave of their time and talent to share the gift of faith with our children 
and adults: Don Hancock, Billie Hodges, Marcella Sertich, Kelly Neevel, Deb 
Merrill, Rebecca Broom, Ryan Wisehart, Bridget Gallagher, Gail Prince, Kilolo 
Nieves, Andrea King and Amy & Malcolm Schweizer 
 

The nursery located in the Bakery Square annex is open to children 3 years 

and under. Volunteers take turns staying with the little ones. Bathrooms 
are in the Undercroft and inside the gate going to Bakery Square.  
 

Today we joyfully receive the following new members: Forrest Broom,  
Paula Lorentzen, Elena Shaubah & Jayda Swim. Please welcome these new 
members as they commit to carrying out the mission and vision of our  
St. Thomas Reformed Church! 
 

We have begun preparing for STRC 2019 Summer Camp. Registration 

forms are available online or in the church office. If you would like to  
provide a camp scholarship for a family in need of assistance, please contact 
Dawn. The cost for one 4-week camp scholarship is $400. 
 

Do you want to get to know members of our church better? Today is the 

last chance to sign up for  Breaking Bread, the once-a-month fellowship 
meal in various venues with the others in your group. The series will run 
over the months of June, July and August. The sign up sheet is in the back 
of the Sanctuary on the table. For more information call Jan Swenson at  
(340) 514 - 1027. 
 

The Associate Pastor Search Committee will meet this Wednesday,  
June 5 at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference room. 
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“...And Respond with Gratitude!” 

 “ ...To Hear God’s Word…” 

Scripture                           Acts 16: 16 - 34 Page 1009 

Message: “Raise Your Hand If You Want To Be Saved!”  

Children’s Message (Teacher Recognition) 

 

Reception of New Members (See page 5) 
 

* Hymn # 431            “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”   AR HYD Y NOS  
 

Offering 
 Offertory  
 * Doxology 
 * The Apostle’s Creed (# 359 in hymnal) 
 
A Celebration of Communion  

(All who profess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior are welcome at the  
table.  Beginning with the back pews, you are invited to come forward  
using the side aisles, break off a piece of bread and dip your bread  
into the cup.  Then return to your seat using the center aisle.) 

 
Music During Communion  # 452   —   “Here I Am Lord”  
 
* Thanksgiving after Communion 
 
* The Lord’s Prayer (the congregation is invited to join hands and sing) 

 
*Benediction     
    
*Postlude  

… Depart in peace  
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Amazing Grace - My Chains are Gone 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind, but now I see 

 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
 

My chains are gone, I've been set free 
My God, my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy reigns 
Unending love, amazing grace 

 
The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

Get to Know Your Elders! 
For the next 5 weeks, each of our elected elders of consistory  

will be leading worship.  TODAY’S ELDER: Beth Benta 
  

Beth was born in Connecticut, the third of six children. She was raised  
Roman Catholic, including 8 years of awesome parochial school. Beth was 
an athlete through college– the first ever 4 letter varsity athlete in her 
high school’s history!  She was voted class clown and most mischievous in 
8th and 12th grades.  
Beth has a colorful work history-  waitress (from Howard Johnson’s to 4 
star restaurants), lifeguard, swim teacher, substitute teacher, lumberjack, 
telemarketer, assembly line worker and for the past 28 years, she has        
practiced as a massage therapist and health & wellness practitioner.      
She will complete her Biological Therapy Certification in Switzerland       
this October. 
Beth’s pride and joy is her son, David who attends Framingham State    
University and  is home this week and in worship this morning.   
Beth’s journey to Elder began 22 years ago, when she felt God’s call to 
serve and like many of us she resisted.  More recently the lyrics of “Here I 
am Lord” - along with Pastor Jeff’s invitation to the congregation for an 
Elder in 2017 -  provided the clear and irresistible path to her future. 
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
into the St. Thomas Reformed Church 

 
Pastor: Jesus said, "where 2 or 3 are gathered in My Name, there will I be."  
 You who stand here today have come to know Christ, and have 
felt  God’s love and presence here at the St. Thomas Reformed Church.   
 It is our hope that you will continue to find joy in abundance as 
you  are now received into our church-family! 
 
 Let us pray: "Gracious and Loving God, bless us now, that what we 
 do at this time may be pleasing in Your sight, that Your Name may  
 be glorified here in our midst.  Amen." 
 
Pastor: Now, so that all may know of your desire to walk with us on this  
 journey of faith, I ask you to confess your faith in Jesus Christ,  
 the Master of your life, and the Savior Who brings you healing,  
 forgiveness and the gift of eternal life. 
 
 I ask you,                                         , who is your Lord and Savior? 
 
(Individual Response)   JESUS CHRIST IS MY LORD AND SAVIOR! 
 
Pastor Addressing All: 
 Will you continue now to be loyal in your faith as a member of  
 our congregation, by regularly attending the worship of God,  
 by pursuing spiritual instruction, by faithfully offering yourselves  
 and your resources to God; and will you continue to seek the  
 things that make for unity, purity and peace? 
 
(All shall answer):  I WILL, WITH GOD'S HELP! 
 

******* 
 

Elder: Will the congregation please rise?  
 

Will you, brothers and sisters in this Church-family accept these  
new members in Christ, and will you walk with them in the Spirit  
of Christian fellowship and affection, pray for them, and help them  
seek the things that make for unity, purity and peace?   If so please  

respond, "We will, with God's help." 
 

Laying on of Hands                (All Elders past and present are invited                                           
 to come forward) 
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