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From the Pastor...
Inside this issue: As we move into the month of May, we are solidly in the season of Easter and I arr
: of new life and resurrection that are all around us:
Congratulations; Fbo( . .
) . 1 The green grass and blossoming flowers and trees of spring that are such|a we
Collection/Donation; of winter
B'rt_hd‘f"ys S Al 1 The promise of two of our youth, Suzy Kriser and Sarah Larkins who will be [affi
saries; Sunday Scrip month and assuming a greater role in the life of the church.
ture Readings T All of the diapers and items that||w
_ 1 The excitement surrounding sending our youth to the ELCA National Youth Gat
LpcommajEventss summer of 2018. At this point we have about 8 to 10 youth who are showing int
1 The promise of those young people who are graduating from high schoolsfand
3 T The beginning of o0Potlucks With a]| P
Sunday School Updal the congregation.
Book Club; Communi 9 The growth of our Life Group minilgt
Garden News; Thank These groups have had a good beginning and we look forward to their continue
We give thanks to God for all the ways that the power of the resurrection is atjwork
and our world.
Hannahosb5
tions & Photos Yet at the same time | am aware of all the places that are still desperately in need
1 The continued financial challenge of funding our ministry and making sure|we h
Daily Narrative Le6tig we need to carry out the ministry to which God has called us.
ary Readings 1 The growing shortage of pastors in the ELCA and the changing dynamics pf chi
ture.
Lay Minister Schedulg 1 The growing tensions around the world with North Korea, Iraq, Syria, Russia, at
1 The growing refugee crisis in Syria with millions forces to seek refugee from| the
Potlucks With a P8r- there for years.
pose 1 The crisis in South Sudan caused by civil war and famine.
1 The political unrest and tension in our country and between political parties and
views.
With all of these issues, we lift up our prayers and pray for resurrection and new life
life out of death.
Ea't.h ;15 “k*iw' : L1 p %astbr%r\’nés%vﬂthtft ho‘;t‘ simply the gift of eternal life some day.in the
ut it has the power to o e, but also, and maybe more importantly, the L0 he
you to what you negd. that God is at work to bring new life to all the plac ~ Jeathds at
i Unknown work. | tds both a futur W=z Nl and
May your lives be filled with the new life of Easter,
Pastor
... just as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father,
we too may ROMANS 6:4
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Congratulations to Samantha Larkins!

Samantha will be graduating fronth@ktUa @abteayds of Science in Engineefing T
Her major was Product Design Engineer. Please help us congratulate

in her future endeavors!

The subject of income taxes has a tendency to sometimes make us cringe. Liberty Taxj Servi
thing positive. Yes, they collected food items from their clients and donated 136 itemisigp the |
as a random act of kindne

T

MAY Birthdays

Loid Hawkins 15 Michael Benzie
Chett Foltyn 15 Shaniya Lee
3 Jan Becker 17 Aaron Yusten
Mike Bucht 19 Amy Larkins
Jasmine Zens 21Penny ODJ|Br i
5 Sarah Larkins 22 Don Sheffer
11 Jack Beyerhelm 25 Malaya Jackson
N{Sr Alexander Heskitt 27 Jacob Snell
13 Lorri Yusten 28 Erin Fedewa
he Katherine Kettles
29 Kelsie Bucht

May 7:Saul Persecutes the CARors/@:a45 - /z__sq\
May 14Council at Jerusakseis 1518 \;/'7/
May 211L/ving by Fa/thalatians 1:13; 2:1-21 GOD'S
May 280ne in Chrigtalatians 21229 H%RD
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EVENTS

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!!

A church yarduglesitl take place on Saturday, May 13 at 10:00am. Pleas@ help
make our church yard a place to be proud of. Any questions please call for em:
Jenks at-872043 or nanajenks@gmail.com

EducationallLBEVBRt ans Al ways Reforming:

A Day of Social Change Conversation

The Publicly Engaged Church Table of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod Saliurdayo shime drY edtiChivers
Lutheran Church in Eadt yan$iage any questions about this event, please contact MifierarBualyea) 3 e fevent
ing: A Day of Social Change@mmezsaitating the 500th Anniversary afithbdgefan®idam and conclude with
ing Worship at 3:00pm. Keynote speaker for the day will be Dr. Craig L. Nessan, Acadehgjy BafaehdrBrofes
Seminary and author of "Shalom Church" (among other books). A variety of workshops wiliralgcatierffered tl
Criminal Justice, Advocacy, Gender and Sexual Identity, Stewardship of the Environmien® Blustger,; AMutman T
Racism and The Shalom Church. Child care is provided. Rlifrasenidgéienzg MITIENSOBV@RS' and

then click on "Events Calendar" and you will see "Luthéatay Aivsysidtdbangg Conversation.”

Pedal for a Purpose Michigan 2017

This event idaybicycling tour to deepen awareness of World Hunger, challenge giving to &tal Aitass
ride will begin and end at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Mt. Pleasant and will visit 10 chiirche< in the

May fi8Mt. Pleasant to Gladwin to Rhodes
May fi9Rhodes to Bay City to Vassar
May B0Vassar to Bridgeport to Saginaw to Freeland to Midland

May A1Midland to Mt. Pleasant, ending at the Synod Assembly

May A1Pedal for a Purpose Fitness Ride (7 miles)

A small group of riders will be riding the entire route (about 225 miles) and other rideus. rGy¢ljsin &frad
ties are welcommril@Fitness Ride will ride from the Comfort Inn to Immanuel Lutheran and ride back

To register or for more information, contactdriekj Er@qduihEddir 4877)

Contributions are wel come: Onl i ne: ELCa&d oHwNP
mail to Linn Kracht, c/o St. Peter Lutheran Church, 1079 Riverside Drive, Battle Creek, M| 49015.
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St. Stephen Campers

Our Annual St. St ephe-n@H7abSeady eladanwiate C
ParkWe plan, as in years past, to have a potluckan2SatarcgayhMagr@pgrouryd if yo
not a camper and would like to come out and join us for the afternoon. Bringl a dis
service, and a lawn chair if you have onPlEagbdgp@hienk.or Lorri Yusten kngw if yo
p j= CAMP that weekend, so we know how many campers to expect.

R

~H

Sunday School Updates Cindy Jenks & Miriam Bunge, CGoordinators

1 Thank you so much for the generous outpouring of candyhé
children had a great time! é %

1 The last day of Sundayl®¢l2ddhenk you students, families, |
stitute teachers and helpers for a great year!

Book Club

The book group finished Accidental Saints and will start their new book, The Zookee sy Vs e Ack
11th. We will meet two times in May, the 11th and 25th, and then go to one time at — 3lsumm
Zookeepers Wife takes place in Nazi occupied Poland and, as the title implies, the m & <<= = the wifi
zookeeper. She and her family manage to save 300 Jews. Please join us as we dis/& —— e me

Community Garden News Cindy Jenks & Kristine Ranger, @oordinators

If you are interested in a garden plot in our Community Garden, please fill out
located in the Fellowship Hall on the Serve Table. Please give the completed
H Church Office along with the $10 fee. Please contact Cindy JSWRA4shagny qu

m nanajenks@gmail.com.

Thank You!

Thank you so much for helping to make today a special one. You worked many hours gnd m
you again for the nice lunch foll owinal Mi
Joy Jury

AND, | (Claudia Cameron) want to add a heaping helping of THANKS 'fhﬂmi’ ly sala
serts provided by members of our St Stephen family. With so many cot Ever Wm’- was
where credit was due. After all, I can't spell success without YOU! Claudia Camerof, Coc




Pageb The Evangel
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The 6stashd®é of goods collected for HanWhaadeatgHo us
helping those in need the St. Stephen Lutheran Church congregation has been!! Thespolutedddisecmean o\
shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes, hand cream/Iotion (including a good supply ofd\aunynkay @irothmts),
miscellaneous items.

The contribution for the Babies is where God was really at work! Contributed items incoyiipe &2y tortiieis- 1o
ers!), wmodsi ean,d d wopdbalkgs of beauti ful knitted ba

But, something ALL babies need, were padiepé&dy plehtfuly was there a large contributidgritsy EHt CHRe&GH&yno
Young Adult Steering Initiative ©6Di apepbnin®arlyMaret; dné
meeting participant, Ms. Kinda Maki ni n@nkallowship Halls

Ms. Maki ni i nquired of Pastor Gary whatCbltdet iden @
said she could contribute to that through the 08D

Boxes of diapers began arriving at &hwebksithhzn the dust settled, the total contribugi@igper Piojech) pius |

Hannahos Newhosnaliapera s : 64
Size 1 1,063
Size 2 868
Size 3 915
Size 4 343
Size 5 280
TOTAL: 3,533 diapers

Additionally, the March 6 Rtoulysonde@uti| | ecti ond added

Al | items and the check were del i ver e dmhdoushawonhe r y
while, hugely supportive project.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! TH/
Mike Borta, Coordinator




