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“Nothing is too great and 

nothing is too small to commit 
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From the Pastor... 

Justified by grace, we are a  

Community of Servants who  

follow Jesus’ example by living  

lives of service to others. 

I remember visiting with perspective members years ago when I was serving up in Barton City. They were a 

retired couple who had relocated to the area. I was a young pastor, probably 27 or 28, and somehow our con-

versation turned to “change.” And I distinctly remember that this wise woman mentioned that change is a con-

stant, and that what matters is how we adjust and adapt to change. If we adjust and adapt to change, then life 

is much easier. If we don’t, then life can be a struggle. I remember that those words seemed wise to me then 

at the ripe old age of 27 or 28. Now, 30 years later, those words seem even wiser. 

 

Over the years, change has been the constant. Change because circumstances have changed. Change because 

of decisions made. Change because the world has changed. Change because what we used to do doesn’t make 

sense anymore. Change because we’re in a different place. It’s a cliché but..... the only constant is change. 

 

I’ve gone from being the single young pastor fresh out of seminary, to the older, hopefully wiser, pastor much 

nearer to retirement than just starting out. I’ve gone from single, to married, to a new parent, to having a child 

at home, to college parent, to empty nest..... all in what’s been the blink of a eye. 

 

Some changes I’ve embraced. Some I’ve accepted with some reluctance. Some I’ve not been fond of. But 

through all the change, I’ve adjusted and adapted. Where we get into trouble is when we fight change and 

refuse to adapt and adjust to change. That wise woman from 30 years ago was so right. 

 

We’re considering a significant change in the worship life of our congregation..... going from two worship ser-

vices to one. The Council is asking the question if two worship services still make sense for us given all the 

changes in worship patterns and attendance patterns across the whole church. I don’t like the change in wor-

ship patterns and attendance, but that’s the reality, and all my fighting and grumping won’t make a difference. 

 

The Council is taking its time with this decision. We’ve discussed it at the last two council meetings and we’ll 

discuss it again some more. We’re looking at the positives and negatives of moving to one service, as well as 

the positive and negatives of continuing with two.  We’re asking for your input. We’ve scheduled some informal 

conversation times after worship. I don’t know what we’ll decide or when. But I do hope and pray that the deci-

sion we make will make sense for our congregation and that whether or not it is personally the best decision 

for you, that, if we move to one service, in the words of the wise woman from Barton City, that you will “adjust 

and adapt to the change,” because it will benefit our life together as a congregation. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Gary 
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May 1:       1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Faith, Hope, and Love 

May 8:       1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57, Death Swallowed in Life 

May 15:     Acts 2:1-4, Gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost)  

May 22:     2 Corinthians 1:1-11, Consolation 

May 29:     2 Corinthians 2:1-10, Forgiveness 

Sunday Narrative Lectionary Readings 

The next book that the Book Life Group will be reading and discussing is "The Red Tent" by Anita Diamant.  The main character of the book is Dinah, 

a sister to the 12 sons of Jacob in the Old Testament.  The author gives voice to a woman of the Old Testament who is usually only a footnote in the 

story of her father and brothers.  Our group meets at various times during the month, usually at Schuler's in East Town.  You can contact Margaret 

Sheffer at 231-215-8988 or sheffer.1283@yahoo.com for the time and place.  Please join us.  

Book Life Group                         Margaret Sheffer 

Mission Endowment Fund Committee News 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Chair 

On February 29, your Mission Endowment Fund committee met to determine the disbursement of the fund’s 2015 earnings of $1,435 . After review-

ing our constitution’s requirements for these disbursements and discussion several options, the committee voted unanimously to present the fol-

lowing recommendation to your congregation council: 

$478 designated for repair of the kitchen ceiling 

$478 designated for Joshua’s Place, a home for disabled men being built on the west side of Waverly Road just north of St. Stephen Lutheran 

Church 

$478 designated for the 2018 National Youth Gathering 

Your congregation council approved this recommendation at its March 15 meeting. Watch for updates about the ceiling repair, Joshua’s Place, and 

the 2018 National Youth Gathering. 

Thanks to MEF committee members Margie Bauer, Mike Borta, Cindy Jenks, and Lynn Kriser. 
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4     Dale & Connie Carpenter 

5     Andy & Leanne Roman 

10   Jim & Jennifer Lahti 

11   Bishop & Cathy Satterlee 

MAY Anniversaries 

    

  

   

2 Loid Hawkins 

 Chett Foltyn 

3 Jan Becker 

 Michael Bucht 

5 Sarah Larkins 

11 Jack Beyerhelm 

12 Alexander Heskitt 

13 Lorri Yusten 

MAY Birthdays 

March’s Second (Noisy) Offering was used to support Living Water Ministries camp scholarship program (2 to 

1 matching grant). A total of $714.11 was collected Thank you for your generous help toward this important 

community need.  

Second (Noisy) Offering 

15 Shaniya Lee 

17 Aaron Yusten 

19 Amy Larkins 

21 Penny O’Brian 

22 Don Sheffer 

28 Erin Fedewa 

 Katherine Kettles 

29 Kelsie Bucht 

31 Valinda Stevens  

For the months of June and August volunteers are needed to bring food after our one service for Coffee Hour.  You will also need to make coffee and 

have it ready and then clean up when things are winding down.  This is not very difficult and does not take much time.  You can make treats or they 

can be store bought.  I will be glad to go over details with you.  Please call me or email me!  There is a sign-up sheet on the Serve table. Thank You! 

Margie Bauer, (517) 327-0335, mtpbauer@att.net. 

Coffee Hour Notice                         Margie Bauer, Coordinator 

Applications for garden plots are located on the Serve Table in the Fellowship hall as well as in slot outside the Church Office door. Wednesday, May 

11 at 6 pm and Saturday, May 21 at 10 am will be work days. If you are a gardener, please plan to attend. Contact Kristine Ranger 

(kmranger@frontier.com) or Cindy Jenks (nanajenks@gmail.com) with any questions. 

Community Garden News 



The Evangel Page 4 

Youth News & Events                                                                Pastor Laura Kuntz

Save the Dates for Vacation Bible School 

Vacation Bible School will happen during the evenings June 13th - 17th at Calvary Lutheran Church. We will offer transportation from the neighbor-

hoods around St. Stephen like we did last year.  Look for more information about the theme and ways everyone can get involved! Please Contact 

Pastor Laura if you would like to help. (Pastorlaurak@gmail.com) 

Our Next 2nd Saturday Sabbath  

is May 14th from 1:00-2:30  at Calvary Lutheran Church 
                                                             

The highlighted activity will be continuing to create a piece of artwork with 

paint. Come and see what the tree looks like now, and help us finish it. We 

will also take time to learn about all kinds of church words like "grace" 

"baptism" "sanctuary" and play a game using these words. 

 

We can't wait to see how it turns out! We will have other ways of partici-

pating in worship that get everyone involved in different ways. You don't 

have to worry about your kids being too loud, or not knowing what to do. 

 

Contact Pastor Laura K. if you have new ideas and would like to help.  

Pastorlaurak@gmail.com 

Dear members of Calvary and St. Stephen's, 

As I look forward to some big life changes, I will no longer be able to serve as your pastor. I'll be here through most of the summer and my last 

Sunday as your pastor will be at our joint service on August 7th. Sara and I are in the application process to foster children in our home. We see the 

act of fostering as a ministry and have felt called to venture into this difficult, yet rewarding act for some time.  

Leaving this position is a hard decision for me to make, but as I prepare for this big change I am aware of my limits and know I cannot spread my-

self too thin. We don't know exactly what the future will look like and when this will happen, but we look forward to finding out. As much as I would 

love to stay with you all a bit longer, I'm also aware of how long I have been dreaming about raising children.  

In the months before I leave I will work to help maintain the ministries that we have begun and help both churches continue their work together in 

any way I am able. I thank you for your support and want you to know I am confident that Calvary and St. Stephen's will continue this ministry in 

wonderful ways after I leave. We have worshipped, learned, played, shared meals and fellowship and participated in Mission together. I am grate-

ful for all of the relationships I have made and the ministry we have all been a part of. 

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. -Ephesians 1:16 

God's Peace, 

Pastor Laura K. 

Letter from Pastor Laura and Youth Events 

mailto:Pastorlaurak@gmail.com
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Kids Hope USA                   Margaret Sheffer, Director 

The school year is drawing to a close and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Kids Hope, USA 

mentors and prayer partners.  They devote at least 30 hours a school year to mentoring and praying for 

their student at Cumberland.  The mentors and prayer partners are:  June Hansen and Lynn Kriser, Miriam 

Bunge and Connie and Joyce Rohrer, Gary Bunge and Hazel Hiester, Cindy Ramsey and Margie Bauer, Diane 

Singletary and Crystal Piirainen, Gladys Collison and Paulette Piirainen, Julie Dartt and Jackie Williams-

Armstrong, and me and Gloria Kandle and our faithful substitute, Mike Borta. 

Since we have 4 third graders this year who are likely to attend Sheridan Road School next year, we will 

be working with two schools in the future.  Sheridan Road has grades 4 and 5.  This year we had requests for mentors which we couldn't meet and 

I'm sure next year we will have more requests.  The schools appreciate what we do and they see how faithful we how and they see the gains the 

students make when they do have a special adult working with them.  Please prayerfully consider joining our Kids Hope program and being that 

someone special in a child's life.  This summer will be a perfect time to hold training sessions so that you're ready to start in the fall. Yours in Christ, 

Margaret Sheffer, (231) 215-8988. 

The last day of Sunday School will be May 22.  Thank-you children, parents, grandparents, teachers:  Mike Borta, 

Julie Dartt and Brian Yusten and all Sunday School helpers.  It has been a good year.  We are so thankful there are 

classes for Kindergarten-Grade 12!  See you in the fall!  

We received a thank you letter from St. Vincent De Paul Society for our donation of $464.42 which was 

collected via our Noisy (Second Offering) in the month of January. This donation enables St. Vincent to 

continue providing assistance to members of our community who are the most in need. Your generous 

contributions will go directly to utility assistance needs. Thank you for your support of this important com-

munity outreach. 

Sunday School News            Cindy Jenks & Miriam Bunge, S.S. Coordinators 

Thank You 



The Narrative Lectionary readings will also be listed in each Sunday’s announcements, posted on the St. 
Stephen website (www.StStepheonOnline.org), and found in the online version of The Evangel. 
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Sunday, May 1, 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Faith, Hope, and Love 

Monday, May 2, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

Tuesday, May 3, 1 Corinthians 2:6-16, The True Wisdom of God 

Wednesday, May 4, 1 Corinthians 3:1-23, On Divisions in the Church 

Thursday, May 5, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, Spiritual Gifts 

Friday, May 6, 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, One Body with Many Members 

Saturday, May 7, 1 Corinthians 14:1-25, Gifts of Prophecy and Tongues 

 

Sunday, May 8, 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57, Death Swallowed in Life 

Monday, May 9, 2 Corinthians 4:1-15, Treasure in Clay Jars 

Tuesday, May 10, 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10, Living by Faith 

Wednesday, May 11, 2 Corinthians 5:11-6:13, The Ministry of Reconciliation 

Thursday, May 12, 2 Corinthians 8:1-15, Encouragement to Be Generous 

Friday, May 13, 2 Corinthians 9:1-15, The Collection for Christians at Jerusalem 

Saturday, May 14, 2 Corinthians 10:1-18, Paul Defends His Ministry 

 

Sunday, May 15, Acts 2:1-4, Gifts of the Spirit (Pentecost) 

Monday, May 16, 1 Corinthians 12:1-13, Gifts of the Spirit 

Tuesday, May 17, Acts 10:1-33, Peter and Cornelius 

Wednesday, May 18, Acts 10:34-43, Gentiles Hear the Good News 

Thursday, May 19, Acts 10:44-48, Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 

Friday, May 20, Acts 16:6-10, Paul’s Vision of the Man of Macedonia 

Saturday, May 21, Acts 16:11-15, The Conversion of Lydia 

 

Sunday, May 22, 2 Corinthians 1:1-11, Consolation 

Monday, May 23, 2 Corinthians 1:12-24, The Postponement of Paul’s Visit 

Tuesday, May 24, Colossians 1:24 – 2:5, Paul’s Interest in the Colossians 

Wednesday, May 25, Romans 8:12-17, Life in the Spirit 

Thursday, May 26, 2 Timothy 2:1-13, A Good Soldier of Christ Jesus 

Friday, May 27, Acts 19:21-41, A Riot Breaks Out in Ephesus 

Saturday, May 28, Romans 15:22-33, Paul’s Plan to Visit Rome 

 

Sunday, May 29, 2 Corinthians 2:1-10, Forgiveness 

Monday, May 30, 2 Corinthians 2:11-17, Paul’s Anxiety in Troas 

Tuesday, May 31, 2 Corinthians 3:1-18, Ministers of the New Covenant 

 

 

 

DAILY NARRATIVE LECTIONARY READINGS 
for May 



 LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR MAY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Staff Members 

Gary A. Bunge, Pastor     garybunge@sbcglobal.net 

Laura Kuntz,  Children/Youth/Young Adult  Pastor   pastorlaurak@gmail.com 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Director of Worship   rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

 

Council Members 

Jay Bennett, President     jayb118@gmail.com  

Renee Dixon, Recording Secretary             office@ststephenonline.org 

Luke Bunge, Treasurer     bunge14@gmail.com 

Don Sheffer, Facility Development Team Leader   sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Financial Development    rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

Margie Bauer, Leadership Development Team Leader  mtpbauer@att.net  

Cindy Jenks, WELCOME Ministry Development   nanajenks@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Claudia Cameron, SERVE Ministry Development   cameronw6216@sbcglobal.net 

 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 17 

7:00 pm 

 MAY 1 MAY 8 MAY 15 MAY 22 MAY 29

             (9:30) 

  

ALTAR FLOWERS Gordie & Amy Memorium Robert & Naida Don & Margaret Kristine

 Larkins for Lorian Dennis Schelter Sheffer Ranger 

    

ASSISTING MINISTERS              8:30am    Paulette Piirainen Margaret Sheffer Cindy Jenks Diane Singletary Mike Borta 

(Paulette Piirainen     

256-9740) 

                                                11:00am       Miriam Bunge Lynn Kriser John V’Soske Diane Singletary 

   

USHERS  8:30am    Ruth Gaudard Mike Borta  Cindy Jenks 

(Terry Greiner, 694-5358)   

 

(Ken Bauer,  669-2301) 11:00 am          

   

ALTAR CARE   

(Claudia Cameron             Cindy Jenks for entire month. 

323-8258) 

 

COFFEE HOUR Hope Care Group (Julie Dartt) for entire month.   

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org  |  Website:  StStephenOnline.org 
Traditional Worship:  Sundays at 8:30 am 

Sunday School Class:  Sundays at 9:45 am (Sept – May) 

Contemporary Worship:  Sundays at 11:00 am 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
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2900 N. Waverly Rd. 

Lansing, MI 48906 

St .  S tep hen  Lut her an  Chur ch  

Phone: 517-321-2244 

Fax: 517-321-2632 

Email: office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

Aluminum Can Drive 

Our middle and high school youth will be travelling to Chicago from June 25th-30th. They will be working with three other 

youth groups on service projects as well as enjoy fun conversations and experiences about faith, and learning about the city 

of Chicago, and also about how we are called serve on another as Christians. To help fund this trip, our youth will be collect-

ing aluminum cans (returnables). Please bring cans to St. Stephen and place them in the box in the Fellowship Hall. Thank 

you for helping fund our youth ministries! 

Special Celebration This Saturday, May 7th! 

On Saturday, May 7, from 6:00 – 8:00 pm we will celebrate 20 years of our Pastor serving as our 
congregation’s spiritual leader. We will have a potluck dinner and meat will be provided. Please 

bring a dish to pass. Mark your calendars and come celebrate with Pastor Bunge. 

In lieu of gifts, donations can be made to “Smile Train” which helps provide life-changing surgery to 
children with cleft lips and palates around the world. You may write checks to St. Stephen and write 

“Smile Train” in the memo line.  

 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to a Council member or to  

Office@StStephenOnline.org as soon as possible. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

The Church Council 


