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From the Pastor...
Dear Members and Friends of St. Stephen,
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He who sows courtesy reaps
friendship, and he who plants
kindness gathers love.
—St. Basil

This past Sunday we sang a powerful hymn to introduce the Prayers of Intercession, “When Jesus Went to
Egypt,” by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. It’s a new hymn that addresses the current crisis on our southern border
and children being separated from their parents. The hymn reminded us that the infant Jesus and his family
were refugees, having to flee to Egypt for safety. The second verse is a prayer for the children on our own
border facing separation from their families: “O God we pray for children and families coming here, now facing
separation and filled with grief and fear. For children, loved and treasured are ripped from loving kin. This
deed by any measure is torture. It’s a sin.” The final verse ends, “Now give us, by your Spirit, the strength to
challenge wrong, to seek the best for children and keep all families strong.”
As Christians we are called to welcome the stranger and to treat every person with kindness and respect. We
are called to see Christ in each other. Jesus said in Matthew 25:

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you?” The king will reply, “Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it for me.” (Matthew 25:34-40)
As Lutherans we have been helping refugees for a long time. We have seen it as our biblical mandate to welcome the stranger and care for the poor, homeless, sick, persecuted, downtrodden and oppressed. In my first
parish in Detroit, we sponsored two Cambodian refugee families over several years. I have wonderful memories of those years and the deep friendships we had with these refugee families. I still keep in touch with
Chum and Da Ly. In 1998 I went on a Lutheran World Relief Study Trip to the Holy Land. We visited the sites
where Jesus walked, but we also got to see the many ways our church has been at work with Palestinian refugees in Gaza and the West Bank. This work began in 1948. And when I was pastor of Immanuel in Jackson, I
learned that the congregation had sponsored German refugee families in the 1950’s. Welcoming and helping
refugees has been an integral part of our ministry as Lutherans. Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service
(LIRS) and Samaritas have been at the forefront of this work.
In a recent article, one pastor wrote: “Being a Christ-follower isn’t easy, and it will require hard work, but it’s
worth it. But Satan wants to divide humanity—to instill fear, hatred and distrust. So he’ll attempt to demonize the innocent and falsely accuse them of being violent, even and
dangerous. We’ll be provided with an infinite, sometimes even logical sounding, amount of excuses to do nothing, protect ourselves,
and to withhold the love of Christ… By rejecting refugees, we are
rejecting Christ.” (Stephen Mattson, Sojourners)
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” This is an important word
from our Lord at this time in history. Let us be praying for refugees
and our political leaders and be open to where the Spirit may be
leading us. God’s love and peace be with you all.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Erick Johnson
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Faith Book Group
The next book the Faith Book Group is reading is Wonder by R J. Palacio. The group will meet to discuss the book on Wednesday, July 25 at
5:30pm at Paulette Piirainen’s home (1231 N. Hayford in Lansing). Dinner will be a salad potluck. If you have any questions, please contact Margaret
Sheffer (231-215-8988).

Food Bank Sundays

Claudia Cameron, Serve Ministry Coordinator

Just a reminder that we have resumed our “Food Bank Sundays” here at St. Stephen. On the first Sunday of every month, we
will collect donations of dry and canned goods to help stock the food pantry for those in need in our community. This month’s
collection date is July 1. Please place donations in the shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall. And, Thank you for your help with
this important ministry!

Advent House Ministries
On the fifth Sunday of this month, July 29, our congregation is responsible for serving a lunch meal at Advent House to adults and families who are
hungry and needy. We also collect donations of boiled eggs to serve on those Sundays as well as they are a popular and healthy food item. Please
bring boiled eggs placed back in their cartons to church, mark them “Advent House,” and place them in the stainless steel fridge in the kitchen. Also,
if you would like to help with serving the meal, please contact the Bennett family or call the church office (517-321-2244).

Fundraiser for Michigan Refugee Hope
A Cabaret Show, "Two Tenors and a Bass," will be held at the Williamston Pub and Grill at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, July 20. This event is a fundraiser for Michigan Refugee Hope, a Lutheran-Presbyterian Ministry in the Lansing and Jackson area to provide support and hospitality for Unaccompanied Refugee Minors. A free Fajita Bar opens at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $50 per person. See Pastor Erick Johnson if you are interested. Vocalists
are Joel Dulyea, tenor; Dana Olsen, bass; and Bill Uetricht, tenor.

JULY Birthdays
JULY Anniversaries
8
13
17

Jay & Angie Bennett
Aaron & Kate Yusten
Loid & Sandy Hawkins

1

Lindsey Greiner
Melissa Bennett
6 Brian Miller
Dick Kettles
Grace Yusten
10 Judy Thompson
11 Jim Dixon
Todd Shonts

12 Karen Holmes
14 Jerry Armstrong
15 Frieda Harris
Jim Seifert
Erin Wenger
21 Helen Lyons
25 Kristin Seifert
27 Cole Bennett
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Council Update
June, 2018
The Council last met on Sunday, June 17, 2018. We offer the following updates:
Synod Assembly: Thanks to John and Bonnie V’Soske for their service as Synod Assembly
voting members in May. They have provided a report that is included with this month’s newsletter.
Cooperative Ministry Initiative: This is the (potential) partnership between four (4) westside ELCA churches—St. Stephen, Calvary, Grace and Redeemer. There was an initial meeting
organized by the Synod in April, and a second meeting on June 18 th at Grace. The goal of this
partnership is to explore what ministry opportunities there are to work together cooperatively
to serve the surrounding community. The June 18th meeting was attended by Amber McPherson, Julie Dartt and Pastor Erick. Here is an excerpt of
that meeting from Amber:
“At the recent meeting we reflected on the initial meeting, with an overall consensus that each church was showcasing the great and many ministries that they do and their strengths as a congregation, but not discussing openly their vulnerabilities. We discussed needing to get to know each
other better and a need to determine our goal of the cooperative ministry. Since we weren't sure what the ultimate goal is but know that we would
like to continue to meet and get to know each other, we decided to pray for guidance at the next meeting. We also were all in agreement that it
would be nice if we (all 4 churches, not just St Stephen) could start attending the other churches as far as worship or upcoming events so that when
we have any discussion with our respective congregations we will be able to speak from experience. We also talked about having some sort of platform, like a shared calendar, where we could all share upcoming events. There was a suggestion that we should continue to meet quarterly, but
others felt that was not frequent enough, so we settled on the next meeting being two months later rather than three.”
Call Process: We are making good progress on the process of calling a new pastor. The Ministry Site Profile (which is a detailed document that is
necessary to tell potential candidates about our church, it’s ministries and our community) is complete and will be submitted by June 30th. So far, the
Call Committee consists of (including Jacquelyn Williams-Armstrong as the Ex-Officio member):
Judy Thompson
Lorri Yusten
Lynn OR Abby Kriser
Robert Cameron

Life Groups: We currently have two thriving groups—the book group led by Margaret Sheffer and the Pub Theology group led by Brian Yusten.
Both groups are currently meeting monthly outside of the church building. The women’s bible study group is not functioning since the departure of
both facilitators, Miriam Bunge and Margie Bauer. We need to explore starting another group or two, maybe thinking outside of the box. Ideas welcome! Remember that St. Stephen Lutheran Church supports these important aspects of our Life Groups: fellowship in a more personal setting outside of the church, to do service projects and to “invite the stranger.”

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)
Upcoming Potlucks with a Purpose:
July - a celebration and update from the National Youth Gathering attendees (July 8)
August – we will do an intergenerational Vacation Bible School (one evening) in lieu of the first Sunday potluck. (Date tbd)
September – we will do God’s Work Our Hands Sunday and highlight the Lansing refugee story and photo display on September 9 at our Potluck
with a Purpose.
Council Vacancy: We are in the process of filling the Leadership Development Ministry Leader position due to the departure of Margie Bauer. We
will keep you posted. Please feel free to ask any council member about church matters that you may have questions about. We are blessed to be of
service to our congregation in the name of Jesus.
In Christ,
Pastor Erick Johnson
Jacquelyn Williams-Armstrong
Claudia Cameron
Julie Dartt
Amber McPherson
Gary Hansen
Rebecca Bossenbroek
Don Sheffer
Margaret Sheffer

Finance Matters
Samaritas
Thank you for generously supporting our second offering in May designated for Samaritas (formerly Lutheran Social Services of Michigan.) Your gifts
totaled $426.

Clothe a Child for School
St Stephen Lutheran Church is one of many Lansing area congregations who participate with Christian
Services, a network of churches working in cooperation with service agencies to provide effective
help for the disadvantaged. We have a long-standing tradition of purchasing new clothing items prior
to the start of the school year. This helps disadvantaged children begin the school year with confidence. During the month of July, our second offerings support this ministry. Clothing will be purchased with the funds we contribute and then delivered to Judson Memorial Baptist Church, the congregation that operates the clothing bank for Christian Services. You can learn more about Christian
Services at www.christianserviceslansing.com.
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Confirmation classmate Keelyn McKenzie (7th grade) from Calvary Lutheran
Church attended Cole and Ben’s confirmation here at St. Stephen.

Photos are of the games and goodies that
were collected for Samaritas to distribute to
foster families to share with their refugee
youth as a welcome to our community and
their new home. We received a lovely thank
you note from Samaritas for our donation
and our support of this wonderful ministry.
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DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS
for July
Sunday, July 1, Mark 5:21-43, Christ heals a woman and Jairus’ daughter
Monday, July 2, Psalm 88, Prayer for restoration
Tuesday, July 3, John 14:1-7, Jesus, the way, the truth, the life
Wednesday, July 4, 2 Kings 20:1-11, God heals Hezekiah
Thursday, July 5, Psalm 123, Our eyes look to you, O God
Friday, July 6, 2 Corinthians 10:7-11, Paul’s bodily presence is weak
Saturday, July 7, Matthew 8:18-22
Sunday, July 8, Mark 6:1-13, The twelve sent to preach and heal
Monday, July 9, Psalm 119:81-88, The faithful persecuted
Tuesday, July 10, James 5:7-12, Suffering and patience
Wednesday, July 11, John 7:1-9, Unbelief in Jesus’ brothers
Thursday, July 12, Psalm 85:8-13, Listen to what God is saying
Friday, July 13, Colossians 4:2-18, Declaring the mystery of Christ
Saturday, July 14, Luke 1:57-80, The birth of John the Baptist
Sunday, July 15, Mark 6:14-29, The death of John the Baptist
Monday, July 16, Psalm 142, Prayer for deliverance
Tuesday, July 17, Amos 9:1-4, God searches out rebellious Israel
Wednesday, July 18, Luke 7:31-35, Refusing the witness of John and Jesus
Thursday, July 19, Psalm 23, The Lord is my shepherd
Friday, July 20, Jeremiah 10:17-25, Stupid shepherds scatter the flock
Saturday, July 21, Luke 18:35-43, Jesus heals a blind beggar
Sunday, July 22, Mark 6:30-34, 53-56, Christ healing the multitudes
Monday, July 23, Psalm 73:23-28, I will speak of all God’s works
Tuesday, July 24, Psalm 100, We are God’s sheep
Wednesday, July 25, Acts 20:17-38, The elders are shepherds
Thursday, July 26, Psalm 145:10-18, You open wide your hand
Friday, July 27, Colossians 3:12-17, Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts
Saturday, July 28, 2 Kings 4:38-41, Elisha purifies the pot of stew

The Narrative Lectionary readings will also be listed in each Sunday’s announcements, posted on the
St. Stephen website (www.StStepheonOnline.org), and found in the online version of The Evangel.
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LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR JULY
St. Stephen Lutheran Church
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906
Phone: 517-321-2244
Fax: 517-321-2632
Email: office@StStephenOnline.org | Website: StStephenOnline.org
Worship: Sundays at 10:00 am
Sunday School Class: Sundays at 9:00 am (Sept – May)
Bible Study: Sundays 9:00 -9:50 am
Church Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm

Council Meeting
Sunday, July 15
11:30 am
Staff Members
Erick Johnson, Pastor
Renee Dixon, Office Manager
Rebecca Bossenbroek, Director of Worship

erickj74@gmail.com
office@ststephenonline.org
rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net

Council Members
Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President
Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary
Don Sheffer, Facility Development Team Leader
Amber McPherson, Financial Development
Bob Cameron, Endowment Fund Team Leader
**Position Open** Leadership Development Team Leader
Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development
Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development
Claudia Cameron, SERVE Ministry Development

jacquelynwa@gmail.com
sheffer.1283@yahoo.com
sheffer.1283@yahoo.com
mcpherson613@gmail.com
cameron6216@sbcglobal.net
garyandjune@gmail.com
juliedartt@gmail.com
cameronw6216@sbcglobal.net

July 1

July 8

July 15

July 22

July 29

ALTAR FLOWERS

________

Jackie WilliamsArmstrong

Jackie WilliamsArmstrong

________

________

ASSISTING MINISTERS
(Paulette Piirainen
256-9740)

Lorri Yusten

Mike Borta

Margaret Sheffer

Paulette Piirainen

Cindy Jenks

USHERS
(Terry Greiner, 517-694-5358)

________

________

_________

________

________

ALTAR CARE
(Claudia Cameron
323-8258)

Robert & Naida Schelter for entire month.

COFFEE HOUR

________

Potluck w/a Purpose

Paulette Piirainen

_______

________

GREETERS

________

____________

Don & Margaret Sheffer _______

________

OFFERING COUNTERS

Jackie Williams-Armstrong Bob Cameron
Bob Cameron
June Hansen
Claudia Cameron Erin Wenger
Abby Kriser
Ruth Gaudard
Ruth Gaudard

Jackie Williams-Armstrong Bob Cameron
June Hansen
Claudia Cameron
Gladys Collison
Erin Wenger

S t . S t ep he n L ut her a n C hur ch
2900 N. Waverly Rd.
Lansing, MI 48906
Phone: 517-321-2244
Fax: 517-321-2632
Email: office@StStephenOnline.org
Website: StStephenOnline.org

OR CURRENT OCCUPANT

Potluck with a Purpose
Sunday, July 8, following worship
Our July potluck will be a celebration as we hear about the ELCA National Youth Gathering from our youth and adults who attended.
Bring a dish to pass and join us for food, fellowship, and fun!

