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From the Pastor... 

Justified by grace, we are a  

Community of Servants who  

follow Jesusõ example by living  

lives of service to others. 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Stephen Lutheran Church: 

Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  I am looking forward to being with you at St. Stephen in 

these coming months as stated supply pastor until your new pastor is called.  My role will be to provide pasto-

ral care, preach and preside at worship, and support St. Stephen leaders and members as you continue to carry 

out your strong ministry in the community.  I plan to be with you on Sundays and one day during the week, 

usually Wednesdays.  I will also be on call for pastoral emergencies.  I look forward to getting to know each of 

you and serving with you. 

The season of Advent begins on December 3.  One of my favorite Advent hymns expresses well our prayer in 

Advent: Come, Lord Jesus: 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israelõs strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart (ELW 254) 

 

Advent is the Churchõs New Year.  The Church waits eagerly for Christõs comingñwith hope and anticipation, 

with open and repentant hearts, and with joy.  I look forward to celebrating Advent with you.  And then we will 

gather once again to celebrate the great wonder of Christmas that God has come down to us in Jesus to bring 

us life and salvation.  I will be celebrating Christmas with my family in Brooklyn, NY, this year.  Bishop Craig 

Satterlee has graciously offered to preach and preside on both the morning of December 24 and on Christmas 

Eve.   

God bless you in this Advent season and fill you with his love and peace.   

My contact information:      Yours in Christ, 

Cell phone: 517-474-1877      

Home phone: 517-817-0312      Pastor Erick Johnson 

Email: erickj74@gmail.com         
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2 Mark Bolla & Lura Lapp 

24 Richard & Kathleen Buckmaster 

27 Jim & Renee Dixon 

31 John & Bonnie VõSoske  

DECEMBER Anniversaries 

    

  

   

2 Ryan Dixon 

4 Diane Singletary 

5 Kari Storm 

7 Julie Shonts 

8 Reva Ferguson 

10 Liam David 

12 Amy Bucht 

17 Brian Yusten 

20 Lynn Kriser 

 Tara Busha 

 Samantha Soulard 

DECEMBER Birthdays 
22 Heath Buckley 

23 Cory Carpenter 

25 Kathleen Buckmaster 

27 Connie Carpenter 

28 Holly Lefanty 

 Ken Bauer 

29 Mark Bolla 

 Bradley Gaudard 

December 3 :  Daniel 3:1, 8-30, Daniel: The Fiery Furnace  

December 10:  Ezekiel 37:1-14, Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones  

December 17:  Isaiah 55:1-11, Word Accomplishes Godõs Purpose  

December 24:  John 1:1-18, Word Made Flesh  

December 31:  John 1:19-34, A Voice in the Wilderness  

Sunday Narrative Lectionary Readings 

Company Food Drive Donation  

The Alfred Benesch & Company Office (where Amy Larkins works) has competition with our other office throughout the United 

States every year. Below are the stats of the company-wide 

food drive. Amyõs office came in 5th place.   

 

Hooray and thank you to Alfred Benesch & Company and their 

employees! 

    

 

   1,237 items (287 actual items i.e. every $1.00 collected   

                          counted as two items during the contest) 

 

    $475.00 in monetary donations 
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 SUNDAY,  DECEMBER. 3rd         and DECEMBER 10th 

 9-9:15                                    3 years to 8th grade, 9th -12th grade 

 After church  (11-11:30)        Chimes, Soloist & Trio 

 

 SATURDAY       DECEMBER 16TH 

 Practice and decorate cookies 

 10:00 ð 11:00         3 years to 12th grade 

 11:00 ð 11:30         Chimes 

 

 SUNDAY       DEC. 17TH 

 9:00  - 9:30            3 years to 12th grade 

 9:30 ð 9:45      Chimes 

Christmas Program Practices 

For the month of December we will be collecting personal need items for the Advent House Personal Needs Closet.  Items need-

ed are: bar soap, hand lotion, bath tissue, Kleenex, and feminine hygiene products. The closet has been waiting all year for our 

delivery. Please help fill the box located in the Fellowship Hall. THANK YOU! 

Personal Needs Closet         Claudia Cameron, SERVE Coordinator 

The Sunday School Mitten Tree for students (Kindergarten-Grade 3) at Cumberland Elementary is looking 

great! Please help keep these children warm by donating mittens, gloves, hats or scarves and placing 

them on the Tree in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be accepting donations through January 8.  Thank you for 

sharing this Christmas love and joy! 

Thank you so much for all the cards, notes, roses, hugs, kind words, gift, and the wonderful dinner on my last Sunday. It made a 

very difficult day a very special day. We are so grateful for your love and support over all 

these years. You will always have a special place in our hearts.  

 

Love, Gary, Miriam and Luke 

Sunday School Mitten Tree          

Thank You!       
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Worship Matters             Rebecca Bossenbroek, Director of Worship 

Happy New Year! Thatõs right, the church begins a new year on December 3 with the first Sunday in Advent. The Narrative Lec-

tionary offers exciting Scripture passages as we long for Christ to bring light and hope to our hurting world.  

 

December 3 ð Advent II 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; God present in the fiery furnace. 
Following worship, we welcome Rev. Erick A. Johnson, Stated Supply Pastor, and make Advent Logs during our monthly Potluck 
with a Purpose. Bring a dish to pass and get acquainted with Pastor Erick. 

 

December 10 ð Advent II 

Ezekiel prophesies to the dry bones and they are raised to new life. 
Following worship, we meet to discuss and approve our 2018 Budget. You may not think a budget meeting notice belongs in a 

newsletter article titled òWorship Matters.ó But our budget is contingent on our giving and our giving is part of our worship. 

Please attend and bring your questions and comments. 
 

December 17 ð Advent III 

Anyone who is thirsty, come drink; the word accomplishes Godõs purpose. 
Our children and young people deliver the message with our annual Sunday School Christmas Program.  

 

December 24 (10am) ð Advent IV 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth 
Bishop Satterlee preaches and presides on this fourth Sunday of Advent.  

 

December 24 (7pm) ð Christmas Eve 

Birth of Jesus and shepherds visit. 
Join us for our traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Bishop Satterlee preaching 

and presiding. 

 

December 31 ð First Sunday of Christmas 

John the Baptist questioned; says he is not the Christ or Elijah. 
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ELCA Good Gifts 
 
Thank you for generously supporting our second offering last month designated for ELCA Good Gifts. In total you gave $591.64. 

At our December 19 meeting, your Congregation Council will decide what items to purchase and we will share this with you. 

Your willingness to share Godõs abundance makes a difference in the lives of Godõs people. Thank you! 

 

Mission Support 
 
During the month of December, our second offering is designated for Mission Support. Earlier this year, when your Congregation 

Council had to reduce planned expenditures, our commitment for Mission Support was decreased in our general operating budg-

et. Since we know Mission Support is vital to the health of the wider church, we chose to designate several second offerings for 

Mission Support.  

 

In a separate attachment, you will find a copy of the 2017-2018 Stores of Faith in Action. This publication illustrates the many 

ways Mission Support dollars build up the church and help us be the body of Christ in a hurting world. Copies of this publication 

are also available on the table immediately outside the worship space next to the coat rack. When we are church together as a 

synod and a denomination, we make a significant difference in Godõs world. 

 

Year End Giving 
 
We appreciate your faithful support of our ministry together. Year-end is soon approaching and we 

thought it wise to clarify our policy about recording contributions. 

 

Contributions received or postmarked on or before December 31 will be credited to 2017.  

Contributions received or postmarked after December 31 will be credited to 2018.  

 

If you have questions about this information, contact Rebecca Bossenbroek at 517-927-4755 or 

rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net.  

Finance Matters                                             Rebecca Bossenbroek 


