
The Evangel 
St .  S tep hen  Lut h eran  Ch ur c h  

Inside this issue: 

Faith Book Group; Col-

lections for Cumber-

land; Courtyard Update; 

Birthdays & Anniver-

saries 

2 

Finance Matters; Pub 

Theology Group;  Minis-

try to Sick and Shut In; 

Sunday School 

3 

Congregation Finances 4 

Traveling Exhibit at St. 

Stephen 

5 

Daily Lectionary Read-

ings 

6 

Lay Minister Schedule 7 

Mark Your Calendars 8 

Volume , Issue August 2018 

From the Pastor... 

Justified by grace, we are a  

Community of Servants who  

follow Jesus’ example by living  

lives of service to others. 

Dear Members and Friends of St. Stephen, 

One of my favorite books is Life of the Beloved by Henri Nouwen.  Nouwen, who died in 1996, was a Dutch-born 

Catholic priest, teacher and spiritual writer. In the last years of his life, Nouwen lived with people with devel-

opmental disabilities as pastor of Daybreak, a L’Arche Community in Toronto.  In Life of the Beloved, Henri 

Nouwen is writing to a friend and is seeking to answer the question, “How does one live a spiritual life in the 

midst of a very secular world?”  He begins with these words: 

All I want to say to you is, “You are the Beloved,” and all I hope is that you can hear these words 

spoken to you with all the tenderness and force that love can hold.  My only desire is to make 

these words reverberate in every corner of your being—“You are the Beloved.” 

This is God’s Word to you and me too.  “I have called you by name, from the very beginning.  You are mine and 

I am yours.  You are my Beloved, on you my favor rests.  Wherever you go, I go with you.”  God spoke those 

words to Jesus in his baptism and God speaks them to us in our baptism and continues to speak them to us.  

We are God’s beloved children and called to embody that in our lives for the sake of the world.  It is good to 

remember our baptism often and to remember these words from God: You are my Beloved.  

 

I am looking forward to several things that are happening at St. Stephen this fall. Sunday School begins again 

on September 9.  In the adult class we will be doing a four-week Bible Study (or maybe 8 weeks) on Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton’s four emphases in her teaching.  She says, “In my work and travel, I have focused on four 

guiding emphases: We are church. We are Lutheran. We are church together. We are church for the sake of the 

world.”  Each week we’ll begin with a brief baptismal remembrance liturgy.  I hope you will consider taking 

part in this thoughtful study.   

 

On September 9 we’ll also have a “Potluck with a Purpose.” On that day we begin to host the Refuge Lansing 

photo exhibit that tells “stories of resettlement” of refugees in mid-Michigan and the contributions they have 

made to our state and our communities.  St. Stephen is hosting the exhibit 

September 9-12.  I just saw the exhibit at the Cabaret Show at the William-

ston Pub, and it is powerful!  Erika Brown-Binion from the Refugee Devel-

opment Center will be our guest on September 9 and will introduce the 

exhibit for us.   

 

One other item: on September 29, St. Stephen is hosting a lay ministry 

event, “Ministry to the Sick and Shut-In.”  This day-long workshop will be 

led by Kathy Bonn, Director of the Department of Pastoral Care & Education 

at Covenant HealthCare in Saginaw. Kathy is a deacon in the ELCA.  I will 

assist Kathy with a brief presentation on administering home communion.  

We are hoping to form a team of lay visitors at St. Stephen, and this work-

shop will be a great resource for us.  You will be hearing more about it.  

Hope you all have a wonderful August. God’s peace be with you. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Erick Johnson 

To handle yourself,        

use your head;                 

to handle others,           

use your heart. 

 

—Eleanor Roosevelt 
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11 Jim & Julie Dartt 

14 Gary & June Hansen 

15 Brian & Karen Holmes 

26 Jim & Char Seifert 

29 Mike & Vickie Lee Borta 

31 Terry & Nancy Greiner  

AUGUST Anniversaries 
   

  

   

4 Abby Kriser 

5 Norm Snyder 

 Eric Wells, II 

6 Wayne Lesher 

8 Cade Bucht 

 Jordan Montgomery 

10 Renee Dixon 

AUGUST Birthdays 
14 Kathy Buckley 

16 Margaret Sheffer 

19 Gloria Kandle 

26 Char Seifert 

27 Freddy Baldwin 

28 Nancy Beyerhelm 

29 Rebecca Bossenbroek  

Faith Book Group meets at 5:30pm on Wednesday, August 22 at 1231 N Hayford, Lansing. Bring a salad to share and enjoy discussing “Plainsong” by 

Kent Haruf. New members are always welcome. Contact Margaret Sheffer (231-773-9241) for more information.  

Faith Book Group 

Mike Borta is working on getting bids to have the trees and railroad ties removed. Once they’re removed, the space will be graded. The work needs 

to be done because the trees are damaging the roof and the railroad ties are rotting and falling apart. Also, they are treated with creosote so 

they’re an environmental hazard and need to be disposed of properly. An additional concern is that currently, there is no safe escape route from the 

Sunday School rooms if there should be a fire or other emergency. The removal of the ties and the grading of the area will allow for that. Our cash 

flow is sufficient enough to cover the cost, so once the bids are received, the council will make a decision and the work will proceed. No ramp will be 

built because we do not need to be ADA compliant, and the grading will allow for a safe drop. 

 

Also, many of you may not be aware but our courtyard was vandalized by a good amount of graffiti a couple weeks ago. Many thanks to Don Kettles 

for using his Superzilla product, expertise, and time to remove the graffiti.  

Courtyard Update       Don Sheffer, Facilities Dev. Ministry 

As the sun burns hot these days, set our hearts on fire with enthusiasm 

for your Word and for serving the world in your name, Jesus.  

Collections for Cumberland Elementary School 

We are collecting school supplies in the box marked Cumberland in the Fellowship Hall near the Serve Table. Items especially needed are: crayons, 
pencils, glue sticks, two pocket folders and dry erase markers. Also, boxes of tissue are always in high demand. We also continue to collect “Box 

Tops for Education” in the container on the Serve Table in the Fellowship Hall. Thanks for helping Cumberland Elementary students succeed! 
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ELCA National Youth Gathering 

Thank you for generously supporting our second offering in June designated for the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering. Your gifts in June totaled 

$456.  

Trinity Lutheran Seminary 

During the month of August, our second offering supports Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, Ohio, one of seven ELCA seminaries. While Trinity 

serves all regions of the ELCA, the seminary is located in Region 6 and supported primarily by the six synods that make up this region: Indiana-

Kentucky, North/West Lower Michigan, Southeast Michigan, Northeastern Ohio, Northwest Ohio, Southern Ohio. The synod bishops of Region 6 also 

serve on the Trinity Lutheran Seminary Board of Directors. 

One of the ways we are church together is by supporting our seminaries that train the leaders of our church. Graduates leave seminary with signifi-

cant debt. Each dollar we contribute is deeply appreciated by faculty, staff and students. Thank you for your generous support. 

Finance Matters 

A learning event for lay leaders in the North/West Lower Michigan Synod 

Saturday, September 29, 2018, 9am-3pm 

Some lay leaders are called to support and accompany their pastor in providing pastoral care to persons who 

are ill and/or homebound. This event provides training in administering home communion and skill-building, 

confidence-boosting exercises in pastoral care. Participants are encouraged to read “A Primer in Pastoral Care” 

by Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner (Copyright © 2005, Augsburg Fortress) prior to the event. To register, call 517-

321-2244 or email office@ststephenonline.org 

Ministry to Sick and Shut In 

Sunday School starts on September 9 at 9:00am. We will need  helpers for Julie Dartt’s class (3 year olds to 

3rd grade) and Brian Yusten’s class (4th—8th grade). Please consider being a part of this important and 

nourishing ministry. Contact Cindy Jenks at nanajenks@gmail.com to volunteer or for more information.  

Sunday School 

The Pub Theology group will meet on Thursday, August 30, at 7:00 pm at Dimes Brewhouse in Dimondale (145 Bridge Street). The discussion ques-

tions as well as the directions to the pub will be emailed and posted on the website (www.StStephenOnline.org) as the date nears. If you are not on 

the church email list and would like to be, please contact the church office, 517-321-2244 or Office@StStephenOnline.org. 

Pub Theology Group 



The Evangel Page 4 



Page 5 Volume , Issue 

 

Stories of  Resettlement in Mid-Michigan 
 

St Stephen Lutheran Church hosts Refuge Lansing’s traveling exhibit Sunday, September 9 through Wednesday, September 12. 

View the display and hear the presentation at our Potluck with a Purpose on September 9 following morning worship. Or come 

for Synod Eucharist on Wednesday, September 12 at 11:30am. You may view the display then and hear the presentation and 

enjoy lunch (RSVP requested at annstavros@mittensynod.org  or 517-321-5066.) 

 

Refuge Lansing is a storytelling project celebrating decades of refugee resettlement in mid -Michigan. These are stories about 

families who have fled violence and persecution in their home countries and are now an integral part of the Lansing region - 

buying homes, starting businesses, sending their children to local schools, and adding to the diverse quilt that makes us suc h a 

unique, welcoming community.  

 

Our Mission 

In early 2017, the federal government severely restricted the number of refugees allowed into this country. Refuge Lansing is  

a grassroots, community response to this climate of fear and intimidation facing immigrants and refugees in our current polit i-

cal context. More than two dozen creative professionals volunteered to work with refugee families in Greater Lansing to share  

their stories. 

 

Our mission is a call to action. We encourage our community to continue supporting resettlement efforts through donations, 

volunteer work and advocacy. Our goal is to celebrate everything refugees add to our community, and to create a sense of 

empathy, hope, understanding and welcome.  

 

The Exhibit 

The traveling exhibit consists of a book, informational materials, and easy -to-assemble displays (fourteen 20" x 30" story-

boards with easels). The companion art book is integral to the exhibit, with in -depth stories, photographs and information 

about resettlement in the Lansing area. We'll provide 'display only' copies for the exhibit, and we'll have them available at  

your event for a minimum $25 donation to any of our four partner refugee agencies.  

 

About Refugee Resettlement 

Each year the U.S. government admits a defined number of refugees, and the Lansing area welcomes some of them as our new 

neighbors. There are approximately 20,000 newcomers in Greater Lansing, with roughly 700 new arrivals each year.  

 

Refugees are people who have been forced to flee their homes and are unable to return home due to well -founded fears of 

persecution based on race, religion, nationality (or lack thereof), or political views. With fierce courage and determination , 

they begin the process of starting anew.  

 

Supporting this effort locally are agencies doing the critical work of serving refugees: St. Vincent Catholic Charities, Sama ritas 

Refugee Youth Services, The Global Institute of Lansing, and the Refugee Development Center. All four are committed to ensur-

ing that our newest neighbors are supported as they learn to navigate and thrive in their new community.  

 

Refugees play a vital role in Michigan’s growth — economically, socially and culturally — helping make our state strong and 

prosperous. They are business owners, homeowners, taxpayers, students, teachers and neighbors. We are honored to support 

our new neighbors as they become rooted and contributing members of the community.  

Traveling Exhibit at St. Stephen 

mailto:annstavros@mittensynod.org


The Narrative Lectionary readings will also be listed in each Sunday’s announcements, posted on the         
St. Stephen website (www.StStepheonOnline.org), and found in the online version of The Evangel. 
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Wednesday, August 1, Isaiah 25:6-10a, A feast on the mountain 
Thursday, August 2,  Psalm 78:23-29, Manna rains down 
Friday, August 3, 1 Corinthians 11:27-34, Discerning the body of Christ 
Saturday, August 4, Exodus 13:3-10, The festival of unleavened bread 
 
Sunday, August 5, John 6:24-35, Christ, the bread of life 
Monday, August 6, Psalm 107:1-3, 33-43, God feeds the hungry 
Tuesday, August 7, 1 Corinthians 12:27-31, You are the body of Christ 
Wednesday, August 8, Mark 8:1-10, Jesus feeds 4000 
Thursday, August 9, Psalm 34:1-8, Taste and see 
Friday, August 10, Galatians 6:1-10, Bear one another’s burdens 
Saturday, August 11, Matthew 7:7-11, Bread and stones 
 
Sunday, August 12, John 6:35, 41-51, Christ, the bread of life 
Monday, August 13, Psalm 81, God will feed us 
Tuesday, August 14, 2 Peter 3:14-18, Grow in grace and knowledge 
Wednesday, August 15, Luke 1:46-55, Mary’s thanksgiving 
Thursday, August 16, Psalm 34:9-14, Seeking God 
Friday, August 17, Romans 16:17-20, Being wise in what is good 
Saturday, August 18, John 4:7-26, Christ, the living water 
 
Sunday, August 19, John 6:51-58, Christ, the true food and drink 
Monday, August 20, Psalm 36, God saves humans and animals 
Tuesday, August 21, Acts 7:9-16, Joseph’s family is fed in Egypt 
Wednesday, August 22, Genesis 47:13-26, Famine even in Egypt 
Thursday, August 23, Psalm 34:15-22, God’s eyes are upon the righteous 
Friday, August 24, 1 Corinthians 12:27-31a, The body of Christ 
Saturday, August 25, Luke 11:5-13, Ask, and it will be given 
 
Sunday, August 26, John 6:56-69, The bread of eternal life 
Monday, August 27, Psalm 119:97-104, God’s word is sweet 
Tuesday, August 28, Nehemiah 9:16-31, Nehemiah confesses the people’s sin 
Wednesday, August 29, Isaiah 33:10-16, The righteous will eat 
Thursday, August 30, Psalm 15, Dwelling in God’s tabernacle 
Friday, August 311, James 1:9-16, Blessed are those who endure temptation 

DAILY LECTIONARY READINGS 
for August 



 LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 

Council Meeting 

Sunday,  August 19 

11:30 am 

Staff Members 

Erick Johnson, Pastor     erickj74@gmail.com 

Renee Dixon, Office Manager     office@ststephenonline.org 

Rebecca Bossenbroek, Director of Worship   rebeccabossenbroek@comcast.net 

 

Council Members 

Jackie Williams-Armstrong, President    jacquelynwa@gmail.com 

Margaret Sheffer, Recording Secretary             sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Don Sheffer, Facility Development Team Leader   sheffer.1283@yahoo.com 

Amber McPherson, Financial Development    mcpherson613@gmail.com 

Bob Cameron, Endowment Fund Team Leader   cameron6216@sbcglobal.net 

**Position Open** Leadership Development Team Leader    

Gary Hansen, WELCOME Ministry Development   garyandjune@gmail.com 

Julie Dartt, NOURISH Ministry Development   juliedartt@gmail.com 

Claudia Cameron, SERVE Ministry Development   cameronw6216@sbcglobal.net 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
2900 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48906 

Phone: 517-321-2244          Fax:  517-321-2632 

Email:  office@StStephenOnline.org  |  Website:  StStephenOnline.org 
Worship:  Sundays at 10:00 am 

Sunday School Class:  Sundays at 9:00 am (Sept – May) 

Bible Study: Sundays 9:00 -9:50 am 

Church Office Hours:  Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
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 Aug 5          Aug 12                                 Aug 19                             Aug 26                       

                   

ALTAR FLOWERS   Jan & Jerry Becker           Gary & June Hansen              Bob & Claudia Cameron          **Available** 

 

ASSISTING MINISTERS                   Margaret Sheffer         Lynn Kriser               Brian Yusten            Diane Singletary  

(Paulette Piirainen                     

256-9740) 

                                                     

USHERS               Larkins family         Dave Lyons &                 Mike Borta            Cindy Jenks   

(Terry Greiner, 517-694-5358)                     Linda Stiffler 

   

ALTAR CARE                _________ for entire month.  

(Claudia Cameron                    

323-8258) 

 

COFFEE HOUR          Volunteers needed 

 

GREETERS                           Volunteers needed 

             

 

OFFERING COUNTERS        Bob Cameron         Jackie Williams-Armstrong          Angie Bennett          Bob Cameron                   

          Claudia Cameron        June Hansen             Gladys Collison          Claudia Cameron 

          Erin Wenger                Lynn Kriser             Erin Wenger           Ruth Gaudard 

             Abby Kriser 

 



2900 N. Waverly Rd. 

Lansing, MI 48906 

St .  S tep hen  Lut her an  Chur ch  

Phone: 517-321-2244 

Fax: 517-321-2632 

Email: office@StStephenOnline.org 

Website:  StStephenOnline.org 

OR CURRENT OCCUPANT 

Mark Your Calendars! 
Join us at 6pm on Thursday, August 9, for “God’s Family Re-

union,” a multigenerational Vacation Bible School event. 

(This event is in lieu of our August “Potluck with a Purpose.”) 

Main dish, table service and beverages will be provided. 

Games and crafts will be available for all. Bring a dish to pass 

and join the fun and learning! 


