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Westboro Protestors 
My friends, 
 

I wanted to take the time to inform you 

about an upcoming situation at the 

church.  The Westboro Baptist Church 

has announced that they will have some 

members picketing several churches in 

the Ft. Walton Beach area, including St. 

Simon’s, on Father’s Day, June 18.  This 

group has become infamous for their 

protests at military funerals, schools, 

and any other event or venue perceived 

to be against their agenda.  While 

professing to represent God and the 

Bible, they espouse a doctrine of hate, 

disrespect, and intolerance using lewd 

and violent language and images.  The 

goal of their protests is to provoke a 

response and generate publicity for 

their cause.  This protest will NOT affect 

our worship service offerings this 

Sunday. In fact I want to encourage you 

to show up and not let this threat keep 

us from worshipping our Lord and being 

together in community. 
 

The consistent advice I have received 

from others who have experienced this 

is “don’t engage, don’t engage, don’t 

engage. That’s really all they want”.  Our 

main request is that you do not interact, 

engage, argue, bless or in any way try to 

converse with the picketers personally.  

I ask that you trust your church and 

community leadership to best handle 

the situation so you and your family 

have a wonderful Sunday morning 

experience.  
 

There will be a small police presence at 

the church to ensure that our members 

and guests feel safe, as well as ensuring 

that the protestors’ right to free speech 

is not infringed upon.  

 

The FWB Police intend to make sure the 

protesters, if they show up, remain on 

the north side of Highway 98, so they 

will not interfere with you parking or 

entering / exiting the church. We expect 

the protest to last around 30 minutes 

and according to their website will begin 

at 7:30am.  
 

Ours will not be the only church in the 

area they will target, so please keep the 

other churches, our police officers, any 

counter-protesters, and our community 

in your prayers.  Also, remember that St. 

Simon’s does not promote or endorse 

any hostility towards this group, but 

asks you to pray for them as well, as 

Jesus taught.  “But I tell you, love your 

enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you.” – Matthew 5:44.   
 

Again, I want to encourage you to 

attend as usual on Sunday.  The 

leadership will do everything in our 

power to ensure you have the same 

uplifting worship experience you do 

every Sunday.  By simply attending 

Sunday services as though nothing is 

happening, we are sending the message 

that our belief in the peace and love of 

Jesus Christ will not be diminished by 

bullying or intimidation. 
 

If you have any specific questions don't 

hesitate to contact me, and I'll do my 

absolute best to help you.  
 

Have a blessed week.  

 

In Christ, 

The Reverend J. David Knight 

Prayers for Healing 
Beginning this Sunday, 

Deacon Clelia will be in 

the side chapel after 

both the 8 and the 10:30 services to 

offer healing prayers for those who are 

experiencing a life challenge, or who are 

praying for a family member or loved 

one. Please contact Deacon Clelia if you 

have questions. 

ART CAMP VBS 

Click Here to Register!  

 

Want to help make Art Camp VBS Happen? 
 

Be an ART CAMP VBS volunteer! 

No experience necessary – just a 

willingness to serve and have fun! There 

are a lot of ways to help....if you have a 

little time to offer, you can help behind 

the scenes with setup, cleanup or shop 

for supplies. If you have a lot of time and 

want to have a blast, join the team for 

the week! Volunteers must be in at least 

the 6th grade to help during the week.  

To sign up to volunteer, click here!  
 

Support ART CAMP VBS 

If you are unable to volunteer, please 

consider sponsoring a child or making a 

monetary donation, so we can make 

ART CAMP VBS happen for 2017! 

https://goo.gl/forms/Hqnsao3pyfMkW4kA2
https://goo.gl/forms/mxGkw8Bb7kW1RLFX2
http://storage.cloversites.com/stsimonsonthesoundepiscopalchurch/documents/2017 Full Page Art Camp VBS colorful ad for bulletin and newsletter hands and color pg142.pdf
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Children & Youth 
School may be out for the summer, but 

check out all the wonderful things 

happening at St. Simon’s on the Sound!  

 

Click here for more information!  

 

*Due to Father’s Day, Youth Bible Study 

is cancelled. See you next week! 

Single Friends 
Single Friends will meet on Saturday, 

June 17th at 12 noon for a Dutch treat 

lunch at Rick’s Crab Shack on Hwy 98 

down from St. Simon’s. Anyone who is 

single or living alone is invited. Although 

reservations are not needed, please let 

Barbara Kinnaird (580-222-9424) know 

if you are coming, so the restaurant will 

know how many to prepare for. 

June Dining Out 
The June Dining 

Out will be held 

Tuesday, June 

20th 5:30 PM at 

THE GULF – 1284 Marler Avenue on 

Okaloosa Island.  We will be dining 

outdoors weather permitting.   

Reservations are required by June 19 

and are directed to Jan Palmgren Morris 

850.865.1084 / janandsophie@cox.net. 

Monday Book Group 
 The Monday Book 

Group will meet on 

June 26, 2017 at noon 

in the Parish Hall to 

discuss A Gentleman 

in Moscow by Amor 

Towles. This book was 

selected Best Book of the Year by NPR, 

The Washington Post and several other 

newspapers. It is available through 

Amazon. Bring a lunch and join us for 

discussion. Please call JoAnne Connell 

(850) 240-3051 for more information.  

Holy Hands doing Holy 

Work  
There are many of you who volunteer 

your time, talent, and expertise to help 

in a variety of ways at St. Simon's. I am 

so appreciative of everyone.  

 

A great example of this is our Altar 

Guild. Behind the scenes they carefully 

and prayerfully ensure everything is 

setup properly and beautifully for a 

myriad of services. They do extra work 

at Easter and Christmas, as well as 

preparations for funerals and weddings. 

It is a special ministry and we are all 

blessed by it. 

 

So THANK YOU Altar Guild for all you do 

to the glory of God.  

 

Would you consider joining them? They 

need several more volunteers to round 

out the teams. Men and women are 

both welcome! We could certainly use 

some more guys.  If interested, the guild 

members will show you everything you 

need to know and you would always be 

partnered with someone who has 

experience. Is God calling you to this 

special ministry? Please pray about it 

and if you want to know more talk to 

any of our Altar Guild members, 

especially Chris Westphal or Barbara 

Williamson. 

 

Fr. David+ 

Vestry Resolution to 

City Council   
We are thankful the FWB City Council 

has tabled the idea of fire fees, which 

would have included a fee assessment 

on the church based on our square 

footage. St. Simon's vestry joined with 

the leadership of many other local 

churches in opposing the fire fees. A 

copy of the resolution linked below was 

sent to the City Council prior to the 

special meeting earlier this week. 

If you have thoughts or concerns to 

share about this issue, please see a St. 

Simon's vestry member. 

Click here for more information! 

FEED THE NEED 
On Saturday, 

June 24 from 

9:00 AM – 1:00 

PM St. Simon's 

Church will 

sponsor a FEED 

THE NEED food 

packing at the Gregg Chapel Life Center, 

15 Carson St., Ft. Walton Beach. More 

information is available on the website: 

https://feedtheneed.life/  

 

The goal of the event is to package 

100,000 meals to distribute to Okaloosa 

County food pantries. We are inviting 

you to join us and to bring your family 

and friends to an unforgettable festive, 

hands-on opportunity to roll up your 

shirt sleeves and feed the hungry 

families and their children in our area. 
 

Children and adults of all ages will 

participate in assembling meals of 

Instant Apple Cinnamon Oatmeal, 

Macaroni and Cheese Dinner (made 

with real cheese), and Pasta with Italian 

Basil Tomato Sauce. The meals are 

packaged, sealed, and distributed to 

local food pantries that have been 

selected through an application 

process. Spending just a few hours to 

help feed the hungry can be a life 

changing events for people of every age 

– Please join us! 
 

You can sign up for the event online at 

https://feedtheneed.life/ or by calling 

Deacon Clelia at St. Simon’s, 561-271-

2890. Donations of $30 per person, 

payable to St. Simon’s/Feed the Need, 

are being requested to pay for product 

expenses. All donations are tax-

deductible.  

http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Children-s-and-Youth-Ministries--SUMMER-is-HERE--.html?soid=1121111441838&aid=gHackir9s70
mailto:janandsophie@cox.net
http://storage.cloversites.com/stsimonsonthesoundepiscopalchurch/documents/SSOS%20resolution%202017-01.pdf
https://feedtheneed.life/
https://feedtheneed.life/
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Meeters & Greeters 

Needed! 
Please sign-up to be a meeter/greeter as 

we start-up our new Front Door 

Ministry. Teams will be set-up according 

to service times and will rotate on a 4-6-

week schedule. PLEASE JOIN US!!!  

For questions, contact Elle Estes at (850) 

830-0170 or elleestes5@gmail.com.  

Lectionary Bible Study 

is moving to Sundays 
This group is facilitated by Jennifer Lee 

and will focus on the Gospel lesson for 

the week.  They will meet every Sunday 

at 9:30 am in the Parish Hall located 

across from the library.  There is no 

preparation work or homework and you 

need not attend every week.  Hope you 

will join us!  Everyone is most welcome! 

Donate to St. Simon’s – 

FREE! 
Want to help St. Simon’s just by 

shopping on Amazon? The 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price from your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases. This is 

the easy link to use to order and let St. 

Simon’s receive a portion of the 

proceeds: 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-

1052160 

PARISH CALENDAR 
June 16 – June 24, 2017 

Friday – June 16  
       Office Closes at Noon 
Saturday – June 17 
9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 3) 
6:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
Sunday – June 18     
8:00 a.m. Rite I Eucharist 
10:30 a.m. Rite II Eucharist & Children’s Church 
12:00 p.m. Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
Monday – June 19 
1:00 p.m. Knitters’ Guild Meeting  
7:00 p.m. AA Group 
Tuesday – June 20 
9:15 a.m. Staff Meeting 
3:00 p.m. DOK Meeting 
5:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting  
7:00 p.m. Bipolar Support Alliance 
7:00 p.m. Food Addicts in Recovery 
Wednesday – June 21 
10:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study  
11:00 a.m. Bereavement Support Group  
12:00 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service  
12:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
5:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
6:00 p.m. Rector’s Wednesday Night Bible Study 
Thursday – June 22  
9:00 a.m. Food Addicts in Recovery 
10:00 a.m. Brookdale Eucharist 
6:15 p.m. AA Group 
Friday – June 23  
        Office Closed! 
Saturday – June 24 
8:00 a.m. Food Packing @ Gregg’s Chapel  
9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team4) 
6:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
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