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St. Simon’s on the Sound 

Episcopal Church 
28 Miracle Strip Pkwy., S.W. 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 

(850)244-8621 
 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs. (9-4) / Fri. (9-12) 
 

 

 

 

 

www.stsimons-fwb.org  
 

e-pistle 

March 2, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission: We seek to create a Christian 

community of love, acceptance, and unity in 

order to glorify God through worship and 

ministries. 
   

DEADLINE for article submission is Tuesday noon 

to office@stsimons-fwb.org.  

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org


  
Page 1 

 
  

  

1. Dr. Seuss Birthday 

 

On March 2, schools across the nation will promote 

childhood literacy by commemorating the birthday 

of author and illustrator, Dr. Seuss. Locally, our 

partner school, Elliot Point Elementary, will 

celebrate the day by inviting guest readers to come 

into the classrooms and share some of       the stories 

written by this renowned children’s writer. 

As you might imagine, a lot of guests readers will be 

needed to make this day a success at our partner 

school.  Perhaps you will consider volunteering    to 

be one of them. Being a guest reader doesn’t require 

special experience    or skill and it won’t take a lot of 

your time.  All it takes is a just a bit of your time and 

the willingness to share that time with a group of 

young children who need adult involvement and 

encouragement to develop their love for reading. 

For information about volunteering as a guest 

reader, contact: Jean Hood e-mail: hoodsdj@cox.net  

phone: 850-244-1264 
 

2. 36th Annual Diocesan Men’s 

Conference 
The Diocesan Men's 

Conference will be held at 

Beckwith Camp and 

Conference Center Mar 3-

5, 2017. The conference 

topic is "Peter, a Man for 

All Seasons."  The scheduled speaker is Dr. Russell 

Levenson, Rector of St. Martin's Church, Houston, 

Texas, and author of several books about the 

liturgical seasons.  Father Russ was previously the 

rector of Christ Church, Pensacola.  The conference 

is a great opportunity for men to grow spiritually 

through a great program; but also for good worship, 

good music, good food, and great camaraderie.  The 

goal is for at least one person from every church in 

the Diocese to attend.  Flyers are available in the 

office. 
 

3. Dancing Dolphins Square Dance 
Announcing the Dancing Dolphins Square Dance Club 

FREE "Introduction to Square Dancing" OPEN 

HOUSE, on Saturday, March 18, 6:30pm - 8:30pm in 

Parish Hall. No experience necessary. Jeans or casual 

attire. Call 651-6356 or e-mail rpbernier@cox.net for 

more information. 
 

4. Dead Man Walking – A Pensacola 

Opera Trip 
On Sunday, March 19, the 

Monday Book Group will 

be making a trip to the 

Pensacola Opera to see 

“Dead Man Walking” as a 

follow-up activity to our 

reading and discussion of 

the book “Just Mercy”. 

“Dead Man Walking” was commissioned by the San 

Francisco Opera and is based on the book of the 

same name by Sister Helen Prejeans. “Dead Man 

Walking” follows Sister Prejean’s emotionally 

powerful journey as she becomes the spiritual 

advisor to a man on Death Row. We will be 

attending the March 19 matinee. All interested 

parishioners are invited to join us. We intend to get 

a block of tickets together or within proximity to 

each other. If you would like to join us, please call 

JoAnne Connell (678-1215) as soon as possible. 
 

5. Monday Book Group 
The Monday Book Group will meet on March 27, 

2017 at noon in the Parish Hall to discuss The 

Residence: Inside the World of the White House by 

Kate Andersen Brower. Bring a lunch or snack and 

join us for lively discussion.  

Please call JoAnne Connell (850 240 3051) with 

questions or suggestions. 
 

6. Handbell Choir 
The handbell choir will be practicing on Thursday 

nights at 7 pm.  If you read music, we would like to 

have a few more members.  Playing bells is an 

enjoyable activity for those who love music.   If you 

would like to play bells but do not read music, a 

mailto:hoodsdj@cox.net
mailto:rpbernier@cox.net


  
Page 2 

 
  

beginners’ class may be started.  Please contact 

Lynda Cast (organist) for more information. 
 

7. Lectionary Bible Study 
The Lectionary discussion group has started up 

again.  This group is facilitated by Jennifer Lee and 

will focus on the Gospel lesson for the following 

week.  They will meet every Tuesday at 1:30 in the 

Fellowship room located across from the 

library.  There is no preparation work or homework 

and you need not attend every week.  Hope you will 

join us!  Everyone is most welcome! 
 

 

 

1. From the Rector’s Desk 
If you were in church for the 10:30 service last 

Sunday, you may have heard a joyful sound – the 

voices of young children! We have been encouraging 

our parents of young children to bring them to 

communion. I am so glad so many did! Children are 

welcome in church. Ages 3 – 10 may participate in 

Children’s Church, they process out at the Gospel 

and return after the Peace. In the chapel they have 

their own “Liturgy of the Word”, matching what we 

are doing in “big church”. Parents of children in the 

nursery are encouraged to “fetch” their children at 

the Peace so they can be with you throughout the 

Eucharistic Prayer. Or, if you prefer, you have plenty 

of time to go to the nursery and bring them in once 

the Eucharistic Prayer is over and communion is 

being given. There is something quite amazing and 

holy when our little ones are at the altar rail. 
 

One comment I hear often from parishioners, here 

and other places, is a lament that we don’t have 

enough young families. Well, we have a bunch and 

are hoping and praying more will come! Seeing them 

in church reassures us that children are not just the 

“future”, they are an important part of the 

“present”, and reminds us all of what we promised 

in the baptismal covenant - to uphold the baptized, 

no matter their age, in their walk with Christ. 
 

Due to an increase in the number of children using 

the nursery, we often can use another hand to help. 

If you would like to volunteer to occasionally serve in 

the nursery, please let us know in the office. 

Grandparents are welcome to apply! 
 

Below is something I saw in the pews at another 

church recently. I hope we can all support the 

sentiment and make sure everyone of all ages feels 

welcome in our worship. 
 

TO THE PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 

May We Suggest . . . 
 

Relax! We’re glad you’re here. God put the wiggle in 

children, don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s 

house. 
 

Feel free to sit toward the front. Your little ones will 

be able to hear and see what’s going on. They’ll get 

tired of only seeing the back of someone’s head. 
 

Feel free to quietly explain the different parts of the 

service to your child. 
 

Sing the hymns, pray and voice the responses. 

Children learn liturgical behavior by copying you.  

 

If you need to leave with your child, please feel free 

to do so. The nursery is open. But please some back. 

As Jesus said, “Let the little children come unto me.” 
 

Remember, the way we welcome children in Church 

directly affects the way they respond to the Church, 

to God and to one another. Let them know that they 

are at home in this house of worship. 
 

We have coloring sheets, clipboards, and crayons in 

the atrium to help keep your child occupied, please 

help yourself. The ushers can show you where they 

are. 
 

TO THE MEMBERS OF THIS PARISH 
 

The presence of children is a gift to this Church and 

they are a reminder that our parish is vibrant and 

growing. Please welcome our children and give their 

parents a smile of encouragement. 
 

Fr. David+ 
 

2. Stations of the Cross 
WHEN? Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. from  

March 8th – April 5th (5 Wednesdays) 

Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also 

known as Way of Sorrows or Via Crucis, refers to a 

series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of 

his crucifixion and accompanying prayers. The 

stations grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in 

Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path 

Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. The object of the 

stations is to help the Christian faithful to make a 
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spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the 

Passion of Christ. It has become one of the most 

popular devotions and the stations can be found in 

the churches of many Western Christian 

denominations, including Anglican, Catholic, 

Lutheran, Methodist, and Western Orthodox 

parishes. 
 
 

3. Spiritual Gifts Worshop Sequel 

Postponed 
The Spiritual Gifts Workshop follow-up class has 

been postponed. A full schedule of Lenten worship is 

our focus of attention at this moment in time. Please 

let Deacon Clelia know if you are interested in 

participating in this class at a later date; whether or 

not you attended the Spiritual Gifts workshop earlier 

this year. Information about the upcoming class on 

the Apocrypha will be available in two weeks.  

 
 

4. Requesting Input from Ministries 

on Nave Ceiling Renovation 
We have started a work plan for the Nave Ceiling 

Renovation project that is currently scheduled to 

begin in May.  This project will require us to 

completely move out of the Nave for approximately 

2 months while work is underway.  During this time 

all worship services, weddings, memorials, etc. will 

be held in the Chapel or Parish Hall.  We need to get 

input, concerns and issues from our key ministries to 

be sure that we don’t overlook anything in our 

preparation work, and that we have a well thought 

out and comprehensive project plan put 

together.   In addition to the internal work, we will 

also have construction related restrictions that will 

reduce parking spaces, as well as change what doors 

may be used to access the church. Please contact 

Steve Larson, Parish Administrator to learn more 

about the project and to be sure your ministries 

needs are considered during this important project.  
 
 

5. Spring Breakers are Coming! 
Here at St. Simon’s, we’re excited and busily 

planning for the arrival of a very unique group of 

spring breakers.  They’re college students coming to 

the local area as participants in the national 

Collegiate Challenge Program sponsored by Habitat 

for Humanity.  

On March 5, we expect 25 young people to arrive 

from Thomas More College in Kentucky.  Upon 

arrival, these students will have journeyed 1100 

miles, paid all their own expenses and made the 

commitment to spend their entire spring vacation 

week working to build homes for people in need. 

During the week they’re here, St. Simon’s will serve 

as host for the group and will house them in the 

upstairs youth space of our church.  

On the evening of March 5 at 5 p.m., we'll have a 

welcoming potluck dinner in our parish hall.  We 

invite you to join us at this dinner.  Come and greet 

the students, meet the families they’ll be helping 

and get a glimpse of the fun and camaraderie 

experienced by volunteers who choose to serve with 

Habitat for Humanity.  

Please contact Mary Hauge if you’re interested in 

attending the potluck or have any questions relating 

to any aspect of this upcoming event.  

(yel69vette@aol.com or phone 314-7513). 
 
 

6. Looking for Crock Pot Lid 
At the Cajun Dinner on Shrove Tuesday, someone 

accidentally picked up the wrong lid to their crock 

pot.  In so doing, I have theirs and they have 

mine.  My lid for my crock pot is made by Kenmore, 

is glass and has a black plastic handle.  The wrong 

one I currently hold is glass with a silver metal 

handle, has a size and shape that will not fit my pot. I 

will leave the wrong lid for its rightful owner in the 

church kitchen and hope that mine will show up in 

exchange. 

Thanks!   

Keith Greene (out of country from 4 - 19 Mar, D.R. 

Mission) 

Carol Murphy (out of country from 4 - 12 Mar, D.R. 

Mission) 
 

7. A Request from the Flower 

Guild… 
We are in need of the bud vase size flower 

containers to hand out to the sick. Please check to 

see if you have any to contribute. A good size would 

be one you can fit in the drink holder of your car.  

Thank you very much, Chris Westphal. 
 

 
 

8. Helping Our Partner School  
As you walk through the atrium, you will hopefully 

notice a brightly colored box marked SCHOOL 

SNACKS.  This box serves as a collection point for 

individually packaged snack items like raisins, cheese 

mailto:yel69vette@aol.com
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crackers, pretzels and fruit roll ups.  Snacks collected 

in this box are regularly delivered to our partner 

school, Elliot Point Elementary.  The snacks are 

always welcomed.  They’re always needed. 
 

School staff need these 

snacks.  They need them 

because too often, 

students come to school 

without breakfast.  They 

need them because too 

often, students come from 

homes where there’s not 

enough food.  They need them because, without 

them, caring teachers are digging into their own 

pockets to ensure that students don’t go hungry at 

school.   Hungry students don’t do well in school.  

They can’t stay focused.  They struggle to learn. 

The Outreach Commission has made a commitment 

to help address this ongoing need for snacks in our 

partner school.  We, in turn, need your help.  Try 

making it a habit to regularly place something in the 

SCHOOL SNACKS box.  Do it because you care about 

kids.  Do it because you care about our schools.  Do 

it simply because your big heart wants to have a part 

in helping to shape little minds.   
 
 

 

9. Altar Flower Dedications 
If you would like to make a dedication for Altar 

Flowers in the Sunday Bulletin, please fill out an 

Altar Flower Order Form (found in the pew, office & 

online) and drop it in the plate. Please call the office 

if you have any questions. 
 
 

 

 
 

1. Christian Education & Sunday 

School   
Christian Education classes 

are back in full swing! 

These classes take place 

weekly through the end of 

May. We hope you will join 

us as we have something for the entire family, ages 3 

through adults! The nursery will also be open during 

this time for children 6 weeks to 3 years old. Contact 

Ansley Walker at educ@stsimons-fwb.org if you 

have any questions or need additional information.  
 

 

2. Parent’s Morning Out 
Our Parent's Morning Out, is weekly affordable 

childcare at $10 per family for children ages 6 weeks 

to 5 years old, and is open to St. Simon's families and 

the community on Wednesday mornings. Parents 

may drop their children off beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

and pick them up by 12:00 p.m. If you have any 

questions, contact Amber Smith – Nursery Director 

at 244-8621.  
 

 
 

 

1. Supporting our Military Members  

If you have someone deployed who would enjoy 

receiving a note, you may submit the name and 

address to Outreach at office@stsimons-fwb.org.  
 
 

2. Father Jack’s Sock Drop 
A box has been placed in the Atrium for clean socks 
for men, women, and children. Another Outreach 
that is done by St. Simon’s – THANK YOU! 
 

3. Donate to St. Simon’s – FREE! 
Want to help St. Simon’s just by shopping on 

Amazon? The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases. This is the easy link to use 

to order and let St. Simon’s receive a portion of the 

proceeds: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160.  
 
 

 

1. Let Us Know  

If you or a member of your family is hospitalized or 

in need of pastoral care, please call 244-8621. 
 

2. St. Simon’s Counseling Center 
Hurting? Or in need of someone to talk with? 

Everyone is welcome, call 244-8448 for an 

appointment with one of our two Licensed Mental 

Health Counselors.  

3. Bereavement Support Group 
St. Simon’s hosts a Bereavement Support Group on 

Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the 

mailto:educ@stsimons-fwb.org
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160
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Fellowship Room. For information or to register, 

contact Christopher Keown at 862-1069. 
 

4. Depression & Bipolar Support 

The Depression & Bipolar Support Group meets 

every Tuesday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 207 at 

St. Simon’s. For more information contact Lexxy at 

Lexxy500kTorri@gmail.com or at 850-833-5019. 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
February 24 – March 4, 2017 

Friday – March 3 Office Closes at Noon     
 7:00 p.m. NAR-ANON 
Saturday – March 4 
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 4) 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
 7:00 p.m. Dancing Dolphins Square Dancing 
Sunday – March 5 
   Habitat for Humanity Collegiate Challenge – All Week! 
 8:00 a.m. Rite I Eucharist 
 9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 9:30 a.m. Christian Education & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Rite II Eucharist & Children’s Church 
 11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 12:00 p.m. Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
 4:30 p.m. Dinner for College kids 
Monday – March 6 
 1:00 p.m. Knitters’ Guild Meeting  
Tuesday – March 7 
 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 1:30 p.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
 3:00 p.m. Endowment Committee Meeting 
Wednesday – March 8 
 9:00 a.m. Parent’s Morning Out  
 10:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study 
 11:00 a.m. Bereavement Support Group  
 12:00 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service 
 12:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
 1:30 p.m. Finance Meeting  
 5:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group  
 5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal, Program & Worship 
Thursday – March 9  
 10:00 a.m. ECW Board Meeting 
 10:00 a.m. Westwood Eucharist 
 6:00 p.m. Rector’s Thursday Night Bible Study 
 7:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 
Friday – March 10 Office Closes at Noon 
Saturday – March 11 
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 1) 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

THE RT. REV. RUSSELL KENDRICK, BISHOP 

THE REV. J. DAVID KNIGHT, RECTOR 

THE REV. CLELIA P. GARRITY, DEACON 

ST. SIMON’S ON THE SOUND EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
28 Miracle Strip Parkway SW 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548-6613 

Parish Office: 244-8621         Fax: 664-2827 

Website: www.stsimons-fwb.org 

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/

