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St. Simon’s on the Sound 

Episcopal Church 
28 Miracle Strip Pkwy., S.W. 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 

(850)244-8621 
 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs. (9-4) / Fri. (9-12) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.stsimons-fwb.org  
 

 

e-pistle 

March 23, 2017 
 

 

 

 

Our Mission: We seek to create a Christian 

community of love, acceptance, and unity in 

order to glorify God through worship and 

ministries. 

   

 

DEADLINE for article submission is Tuesday noon 

to office@stsimons-fwb.org.  

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
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1. Holy Week Schedule 2017 
 

To view the schedule, click here! 
 

2. March Dining Out 
The March Dining Out will be on Thursday, March 23 

at 5:30PM at the Boathouse Restaurant 124 N. John 

Sims Parkway, Valparaiso.  George and Arlene 

Murphy are the hosts. Due to their move Anne Hall 

will take the reservations at 897-4097 or email 

Ladybuck62@gmail.com.  
 

3. Monday Book Group 
The Monday Book Group will meet on March 27, 

2017 at noon in the Parish Hall to discuss The 

Residence: Inside the World of the White House by 

Kate Andersen Brower. Bring a lunch or snack and 

join us for lively discussion.  

Please call JoAnne Connell (850 240 3051) with 

questions or suggestions. 
 

4. Episcopal Church Women – 

Spring Day Away 
“Living in View of the Resurrection” will be 

presented by Rev. Marshall Craver, currently serving 

on the CGC Diocesan staff as spiritual director to the 

clergy, at the April 1st Spring Day Away at Beckwith 

Camp and Convention Center.  Registration will be at 

8:00 AM with Opening Prayer at 9:00 AM. Session 

topics include The Paschal Mystery, Our New Life in 

Christ, Letting Go, Dying, Surrendering, and 

Belonging to believe! 

Registration fee of $20.00, checks payable to ECW 

Commission should be mailed to Becky Taylor Scott, 

222 Prestwick Dr. Dothan, AL 36305 by March 25. 

Registration forms available on the ECW bulletin 

board. Questions can be directed to Anne Hall 850-

897-4097. 
 

5. Episcopal Night at the Ballpark 
Episcopalians from across the diocese are invited to 

attend a Pensacola Blue Wahoos game on Friday 

May 12. Advance tickets are $25 and include seating 

in the Winn Dixie Party Deck and all you can eat 

burgers, hot dogs, and sodas from 5:30 to 7:00. Our 

Bishop is throwing out the first pitch! 

The link will allow you to register yourself and any 

others who will join you, and to purchase your 

ticket(s). Price goes up to $32 on April 15. 200 total 

tickets are available so don't delay! 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eve

nt?oeidk=a07edvtef9m882c6c49&llr=xdck94bab 
 

6. Handbell Choir 
The handbell choir will be practicing on Thursday 

nights at 7 pm.  If you read music, we would like to 

have a few more members.  Playing bells is an 

enjoyable activity for those who love music.   If you 

would like to play bells but do not read music, a 

beginners’ class may be started.  Please contact 

Lynda Cast (organist) for more information. 
 

7. Lectionary Bible Study 
The Lectionary discussion group has started up 

again.  This group is facilitated by Jennifer Lee and 

will focus on the Gospel lesson for the following 

week.  They will meet every Tuesday at 1:30 in the 

Fellowship room located across from the 

library.  There is no preparation work or homework 

and you need not attend every week.  Hope you will 

join us!  Everyone is most welcome! 
 

 

 

1. Vestry Update 
This quarter the Vestry agreed to: 

• Approve Bylaws revisions including assigning 

the Vestry with electing delegates to the 

Annual Diocesan Convention and providing the 

Vestry with the discretion not to fill a vacant 

Vestry position until the next Annual Meeting.  

The Vestry then decided not to fill the 

remaining term of Hank Rabby, who recently 

resigned.  Hank’s term ended this year. 

http://storage.cloversites.com/stsimonsonthesoundepiscopalchurch/documents/Holy%20Week%20Schedule%202017%20pdf.pdf
mailto:Ladybuck62@gmail.com
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07edvtef9m882c6c49&llr=xdck94bab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07edvtef9m882c6c49&llr=xdck94bab
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• Approve $105,000 for facility items including 

repair of bell tower leaks, repair of the bell 

tower/clappers, repair of the nave ceiling, 

repair of soffits on the east and south sides of 

the building, and repair of flooring and mold 

damage in upstairs stairwell. 

• Approve the release of a Request for proposals 

to vendors to update and refresh the Parish 

website at a cost of approximately $3,000. 

• Approve the replacement of an air conditioning 

unit serving the chapel at a cost of 

approximately $5,000.  The finance committee 

previously approved the use of Columbarium 

funding. 

• Conduct repairs to the building’s main 

electrical feed/panel which will require a 

power outage at 4PM on Mar 30 until 9AM on 

Mar 31. 

• Approve the funding of $140 per week for the 

Parent’s Morning Out program through the 

end of the school year, at which point the 

program and its funding will be readdressed.  

The funding is required because the parish is 

not permitted to charge parents to off-set the 

costs without completing facility improvements 

and staff certifications to comply with State 

law. 

• Approve the removal of six (6) palm trees to 

facilitate improvements at the Father Cobbs 

Outdoor Chapel. 

Parishioners should be on the lookout for: 

• Restart of work on Father Cobbs Outdoor 

Chapel.  The plan is to complete the first of 

three phases of the project prior to Easter.  

Work includes the removal of the palm trees 

on the south side of the parish hall.  The 

project is funded by donations and paver sales. 

• Meetings to get input on the worship plan 

during the repairs on the nave (scheduled to 

start in late May).  During the approximately 2-

3 month time period, worship services are 

envisioned to be held in the parish hall.  In 

advance of the work; a well-developed, 

coordinated, and communicated parish hall 

plan is needed to minimize what will already be 

a disruption to worship, ministries, and 

activities. 

• Work to start for an expansion to the 

Montessori School.  They will share our Godly 

Play classroom during the school week.  Work 

includes relocating of doors in the hallway 

outside the nursery and an additional door to 

the nursery from the Parish Hall (possibly) and 

is funded by the school.  

• Implementation of REALM – a cloud-based 

software system for the parish. 

• Ways to help St Simon’s become a more 

welcoming congregation, based largely upon 

the working group Father David Luckett led last 

spring; as well as ways to improve Christian 

education, children’s programs, and parish 

events/fellowship opportunities!  

• Greeters to meet parishioners and attendees at 

the entry to the church beginning Palm Sunday 
 

 

2. Invitation to the Apocrypha 
 

 

Thursday Mornings: April 27 – May 19, 2017 from 

9:00 – 10:30 am in the Parish Hall. The Old 

Testament Apocrypha are sometimes called “books 

between the testaments.” These early Jewish 

writings, generally composed between the time of 

the last books of the Hebrew Bible and the writings 

of the New Testament, provide a fascinating 

theological bridge between the Testaments by 

showing how the traditions of the Hebrew Scriptures 

were carried forward in the Second Temple, and 

they generally illumine the world in which Jesus and 

the New Testament writers lived and worked. 
 

Week 1 - Tobit & Judith 

Week 2 – Baruch, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon 

(It is helpful to read Daniel in preparation for reading 

these latter two books) 

Week 3 – 1 Maccabees & 2 Maccabees 

Week 4 – 1 Esdras & 3 Maccabees 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THIS CLASS OFFERED BY 

DEACON CLELIA IN THE CHURCH OFFICE.  

 

3. Plastic Easter Eggs and Candy 

Needed! 
Plastic Easter eggs and individually wrapped candies 

are needed for St. Simon’s Easter Egg Hunts next 

month! Eggs and candy may be dropped off at the 

Church office, by Maundy Thursday, April 13th. If 
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you have any questions, please contact Ansley 

Walker at educ@stsimons-fwb.org or 850-545-1003.  
 

 
 

4. Parent’s Morning Out Update 
We are no longer charging for the weekly Parent’s 

Morning Out. This service will continue until the end 

of the school year and will be re-evaluated by the 

Vestry on whether this childcare service will continue 

onto the new school year. 

----------------------------------------- 

Our Parent's Morning Out, is weekly childcare for 

children ages 6 weeks to 5 years old, and is open to 

St. Simon's families and the community on 

Wednesday mornings. Parents may drop their 

children off beginning at 9:00 a.m. and pick them up 

by 12:00 p.m. If you have any questions, contact 

Amber Smith – Nursery Director at 244-8621.  
 

 

 
 

5. Helping Our Partner School  
As you walk through the 

atrium, you will hopefully 

notice a brightly colored box 

marked SCHOOL SNACKS.  

This box serves as a 

collection point for 

individually packaged snack 

items like raisins, cheese 

crackers, pretzels and fruit roll ups.  Snacks collected 

in this box are regularly delivered to our partner 

school, Elliot Point Elementary.  The snacks are 

always welcomed.  They’re always needed. 
 

School staff need these snacks.  They need them 

because too often, students come to school without 

breakfast.  They need them because too often, 

students come from homes where there’s not 

enough food.  They need them because, without 

them, caring teachers are digging into their own 

pockets to ensure that students don’t go hungry at 

school.   Hungry students don’t do well in school.  

They can’t stay focused.  They struggle to learn. 

The Outreach Commission has made a commitment 

to help address this ongoing need for snacks in our 

partner school.  We, in turn, need your help.  Try 

making it a habit to regularly place something in the 

SCHOOL SNACKS box.  Do it because you care about 

kids.  Do it because you care about our schools.  Do 

it simply because your big heart wants to have a part 

in helping to shape little minds.   
 

6. Meeters & Greeters Needed! 
Please sign-up to be a meeter/greeter as we start-up 

our new Front Door Ministry. Teams will be set-up 

according to service times and will rotate on a 4-6-

week schedule. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Atrium. PLEASE JOIN US!!! For questions, contact Elle 

Estes at (850) 830-0170 or elleestes5@gmail.com.  
 
 

7. Time to Celebrate! 
We’ve spent the last few weeks talking about 

stewardship, and praying about how Jesus would 

want us to delegate our treasure.  That is often a 

difficult issue, but it’s now time to celebrate.  Let’s 

do some fun stuff together!  Our vestry wants to 

plan parish activities, but this is YOUR church, and 

we are asking for your opinions.  Please email any 

and all suggestions to Cathy at halprins@cox.net . I 

personally really love the spaghetti/BINGO/football 

evening we have done in several recent Septembers, 

and would like to do that again.  Do you 

agree?  Disagree? What else would you like to do?  

………………………………………………………………… 
 

View the full article here! 
 

 
 

8. UTO Box Update 
Spring end gathering for UTO will be on April 23rd, 

and envelopes for your checks will be available in the 

pew racks. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Grab UTO box and every time you think of 

something you are thankful for during Lent, put 

some money in it. We will gather the boxes after 

Easter. 

What is UTO? 

United Thank Offering is 

ministry of the Episcopal 

Church for the mission of 

the whole church.  

Through UTO men, women 

and children nurture the 

habit of giving daily thanks 

to God.  These prayers of thanksgiving start when we 

recognize and name our many blessings.  Those who 

participate in UTO discover that thankfulness leads 

to generosity.  UTO is entrusted to promote thank 

offerings, to receive the offerings, and to distribute 

the monies to support mission and ministry 

throughout the Episcopal Church. 

mailto:educ@stsimons-fwb.org
mailto:elleestes5@gmail.com
mailto:halprins@cox.net
file:///C:/Users/StSimonOffice/Documents/K-Documents/Time%20to%20Celebrate.pdf
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From small coins, come big things. Be thankful in all 

things! 

For more information, click here! 
 
 

9. Stations of the Cross 
WHEN? Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. from  

March 8th – April 5th (5 Wednesdays) 

Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross, also 

known as Way of Sorrows or Via Crucis, refers to a 

series of images depicting Jesus Christ on the day of 

his crucifixion and accompanying prayers. The 

stations grew out of imitations of Via Dolorosa in 

Jerusalem which is believed to be the actual path 

Jesus walked to Mount Calvary. The object of the 

stations is to help the Christian faithful to make a 

spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the 

Passion of Christ. It has become one of the most 

popular devotions and the stations can be found in 

the churches of many Western Christian 

denominations, including Anglican, Catholic, 

Lutheran, Methodist, and Western Orthodox 

parishes. 
 
 

 

10. Requesting Input from 

Ministries on Nave Ceiling 

Renovation 
We have started a work plan for the Nave Ceiling 

Renovation project that is currently scheduled to 

begin in May.  This project will require us to 

completely move out of the Nave for approximately 

2 months while work is underway.  During this time 

all worship services, weddings, memorials, etc. will 

be held in the Chapel or Parish Hall.  We need to get 

input, concerns and issues from our key ministries to 

be sure that we don’t overlook anything in our 

preparation work, and that we have a well thought 

out and comprehensive project plan put 

together.   In addition to the internal work, we will 

also have construction related restrictions that will 

reduce parking spaces, as well as change what doors 

may be used to access the church. Please contact 

Steve Larson, Parish Administrator to learn more 

about the project and to be sure your ministries 

needs are considered during this important project.  
 
 

11. Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
Father Jack’s kitchen could really use more socks and 

hotel size toiletries.  If you have any of these items 

please place them in the basket in the atrium.  Thank 

you in advance! -Jennifer Lee 
 

 

12. Altar Flower Dedications 
If you would like to make a dedication for Altar 

Flowers in the Sunday Bulletin, please fill out an 

Altar Flower Order Form (found in the pew, office & 

online) and drop it in the plate. Please call the office 

if you have any questions. 
 
 

 

 
 

1. Christian Education & Sunday 

School   
Christian Education classes 

are back in full swing! 

These classes take place 

weekly through the end of 

May. We hope you will join 

us as we have something for the entire family, ages 3 

through adults! The nursery will also be open during 

this time for children 6 weeks to 3 years old. Contact 

Ansley Walker at educ@stsimons-fwb.org if you 

have any questions or need additional information.  
 

 

1. Supporting our Military Members  

If you have someone deployed who would enjoy 

receiving a note, you may submit the name and 

address to Outreach at office@stsimons-fwb.org.  
 
 

 

2. Donate to St. Simon’s – FREE! 
Want to help St. Simon’s just by shopping on 

Amazon? The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases. This is the easy link to use 

to order and let St. Simon’s receive a portion of the 

proceeds: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160.  
 
 

 

1. Let Us Know  

If you or a member of your family is hospitalized or 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/united-thank-offering
mailto:educ@stsimons-fwb.org
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160


  
Page 5 

 
  

in need of pastoral care, please call 244-8621. 
 

2. St. Simon’s Counseling Center 
Hurting? Or in need of someone to talk with? 

Everyone is welcome, call 244-8448 for an 

appointment with one of our two Licensed Mental 

Health Counselors.  

3. Bereavement Support Group 
St. Simon’s hosts a Bereavement Support Group on 

Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. For information or to register, 

contact Christopher Keown at 862-1069. 
 

4. Depression & Bipolar Support 

The Depression & Bipolar Support Group meets 

every Tuesday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 207 at 

St. Simon’s. For more information contact Lexxy at 

Lexxy500kTorri@gmail.com or at 850-833-5019. 
 

PARISH CALENDAR 
March 24 – April 1, 2017 

Friday – March 24 Office Closes at Noon 
 7:00 p.m. NAR-ANON 
Saturday – March 25 
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 3) 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
Sunday – March 26 
 8:00 a.m. Rite I Eucharist 
 9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 9:30 a.m. Christian Education & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Rite II Eucharist & Children’s Church 
 11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 12:00 p.m. Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
 5:00 p.m. Youth Group – Youth Night Out 
 6:00 p.m. GA Meeting 
Monday – March 27 
 12:00 p.m. Monday Book Group  
 1:00 p.m. Knitters’ Guild Meeting  
 7:00 p.m. AA Group 
Tuesday – March 28 
 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 1:30 p.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
 7:00 p.m. Bipolar Support Alliance 
 7:00 p.m. Dancing Dolphins Square Dance 
 7:00 p.m. Food Addicts in Recovery 
Wednesday – March 29 
 9:00 a.m. Parent’s Morning Out  
 10:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study 
 11:00 a.m. Bereavement Support Group  
 12:00 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service 
 12:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group 
 5:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 5:30 p.m. Lenten Meal, Program & Worship 
Thursday – March 30  
 9:00 a.m. Food Addicts in Recovery 
Friday – March 31 Office Closes at Noon 
 8:00 a.m. Outdoor Chapel/Contractor (Tentative)  
 7:00 p.m. NAR-ANON 
Saturday – April 1 
 8:00 a.m. Outdoor Chapel/Youth (Tentative)  
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 4) 
 9:00 p.m. Packing Party Planning Meeting 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

THE RT. REV. RUSSELL KENDRICK, BISHOP 

THE REV. J. DAVID KNIGHT, RECTOR 

THE REV. CLELIA P. GARRITY, DEACON 

ST. SIMON’S ON THE SOUND EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
28 Miracle Strip Parkway SW 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548-6613 

Parish Office: 244-8621         Fax: 664-2827 

Website: www.stsimons-fwb.org 

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/

