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St. Simon’s on the Sound 

Episcopal Church 
28 Miracle Strip Pkwy., S.W. 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548 

(850)244-8621 
 

 

Office Hours:  Mon-Thurs. (9-4) / Fri. (9-12) 
 

 

 

 

 

www.stsimons-fwb.org  
 

e-pistle 

February 16, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

Our Mission: We seek to create a Christian 

community of love, acceptance, and unity in 

order to glorify God through worship and 

ministries. 
   

DEADLINE for article submission is Tuesday noon 

to office@stsimons-fwb.org.  

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
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1. ECW February Meeting 

Please make plans now to attend our February Lunch 

Program Meeting to take place on Saturday, 

February 18th. Our lunch will be served at 11:30 

a.m. and our Program – that begins at noon – will 

be presented by “Healing Paws for Warriors.”  

This group’s mission is dedicated to providing post 

9/11 combat veterans wounded from Post-

Traumatic Stress (PTS), Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), 

and Military Sexual Trauma (MST) rescue-to-trained 

ADA certified service dogs. Please plan to come and 

bring a friend or spouse to hear this worthwhile 

program. 

This meal is being catered by Corner Café and 

will cost $10 per plate – please bring cash or a 

check. Please sign up as soon as possible so we 

can give Corner Café an accurate count for the 

luncheon.  

There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 

outside the Parish Hall.  

Thanks! 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris 

Westphal at jonwestphal@cox.net. 
 

2. Single Friends 
Single Friends will meet for a Dutch-treat lunch on 

Saturday, February 18th – Noon – at Pepito’s in Fort 

Walton Beach (1313 Lewis Turner Blvd.). 

Please contact Chuck Roland for questions by 

emailing cwr171@cox.net. 
 

3. Outreach Meeting 
There will be on Outreach meeting on Wednesday, 

February 22 at 1:00 p.m. Anybody interested in 

outreach is invited to attend! If you have any 

questions, contact Gloria Battle at ghbattle@cox.net. 
 

4. February Dining Out 
Dining out for February will be at Sealand 

Restaurant in Fort Walton Beach on Wednesday, 

February 22nd. Everyone needs to be there by 5:30 

pm to get the early bird special.  Please email Linda 

Carr at benlindac@gmail.com. Sealand would like a 

count by Monday February 20th. 
 

5. Episcopal 101 Class 
 

The Episcopal 101 Class starts Sunday, February 26th 

at 9:30 am in the West Chapel. The class is intended 

for anyone wanting to learn more about the 

Episcopal church, St. Simon’s, and a host of other 

topics. All are welcome. I especially love having “long 

time” Episcopalians in the class to help with history 

and perspective. Anyone wishing to be Confirmed or 

Received when the Bishop comes April 23rd will need 

to attend. See me if you are unsure about what that 

means. And I promise we will laugh a lot! 

A sign up sheet will be in the Atrium. 
 

Fr. David+ 
 

6. Laissez Les Bons Temps Rouler! A 

Cajun Fest on Shrove Tuesday 

On Shrove Tuesday, February 28th, we will have a 

Cajun Fest to celebrate the end of Mardi Gras. This 

year instead of pancakes, we will share Cajun food! 

A sign-up poster will be in the Atrium soon for you to 

let us know what you can bring to share. We will 

gather at 6:00 to eat, then enjoy a parade of our kids 

(so bring beads if you have them). You are welcome 

to dress accordingly if you so desire.  
 

7. 36th Annual Diocesan Men’s 

Conference 
The Diocesan Men's 

Conference will be held at 

Beckwith Camp and 

Conference Center Mar 3-

5, 2017. The conference 

topic is "Peter, a Man for 

All Seasons."  The scheduled speaker is Dr. Russell 

Levenson, Rector of St. Martin's Church, Houston, 

Texas, and author of several books about the 

liturgical seasons.  Father Russ was previously the 

rector of Christ Church, Pensacola.  The conference 

is a great opportunity for men to grow spiritually 

through a great program; but also for good worship, 

mailto:cwr171@cox.net
mailto:ghbattle@cox.net
mailto:benlindac@gmail.com
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good music, good food, and great camaraderie.  The 

goal is for at least one person from every church in 

the Diocese to attend.  Flyers are available in the 

office. 
 

8. SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Finding your Spiritual Gifts: The Sequel 

We will be offering an opportunity for further 

exploration of the Spiritual Gifts self-assessment 

during Lent.   

The study will begin Thursday, March 9th from 9 - 

10:30 a.m. and continue through March 23rd (three 

sessions). 
 

We will explore, in depth, the gifts God has given us -

through prayer, meditation and conversation.  We 

will focus on ways in which we can use our gifts in 

building up the body of Christ at St. Simon's and in 

our community. 
 

We invite all to participate (not just the former 

workshop participants); the course syllabus will not 

require prior preparation.  However, if you did 

participate in the Spiritual Gifts workshop, you are 

encouraged to review the materials in your 

workbook. 
 

If you plan to attend, please sign up in the office! 
 

If you have questions, please contact Deacon Clelia. 
 

9. Dead Man Walking – A Pensacola 

Opera Trip 
On Sunday, March 19, the 

Monday Book Group will 

be making a trip to the 

Pensacola Opera to see 

“Dead Man Walking” as a 

follow-up activity to our 

reading and discussion of 

the book “Just Mercy”. 

“Dead Man Walking” was commissioned by the San 

Francisco Opera and is based on the book of the 

same name by Sister Helen Prejeans. “Dead Man 

Walking” follows Sister Prejean’s emotionally 

powerful journey as she becomes the spiritual 

advisor to a man on Death Row. We will be 

attending the March 19 matinee. All interested 

parishioners are invited to join us. We intend to get 

a block of tickets together or within proximity to 

each other. If you would like to join us, please call 

JoAnne Connell (678-1215) as soon as possible. 
 

10. Handbell Choir 
The handbell choir will be practicing on Thursday 

nights at 7 pm.  If you read music, we would like to 

have a few more members.  Playing bells is an 

enjoyable activity for those who love music.   If you 

would like to play bells but do not read music, a 

beginners’ class may be started.  Please contact 

Lynda Cast (organist) for more information. 
 

11. Lectionary Bible Study 
The Lectionary discussion group has started up 

again.  This group is facilitated by Jennifer Lee and 

will focus on the Gospel lesson for the following 

week.  They will meet every Tuesday at 1:30 in the 

Fellowship room located across from the 

library.  There is no preparation work or homework 

and you need not attend every week.  Hope you will 

join us!  Everyone is most welcome! 
 

 

 

1. WHAT A DAY! 
Consecration Sunday was a blast! I am so grateful for 

all who could attend and especially for the many 

hands who made everything go so smoothly. 

Worship was wonderful, the music exceptional, 

lunch was excellent, and your response to what God 

is calling you to give was amazing. I am so proud of 

this church! 

Results will be announced soon. Preliminary counts 

show 111 pledge cards turned in Sunday, with 54 

increasing their pledges and 34 brand new pledges!  

If you missed Sunday, please take some time to 

listen to the sermon (go to http://stsimons-

fwb.org/media.php?pageID=61 ). I think you will be 

glad you did. You will receive a pledge card in the 

mail. Please pray about your offering, ask the 

question “what is God calling you to give?”, and drop 

the card by the office or mail it in within the next 10 

days. 

Sunday proved what I have been feeling in my heart 

– great things are in store for us at St. Simon’s!  

http://stsimons-fwb.org/media.php?pageID=61
http://stsimons-fwb.org/media.php?pageID=61
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Thank you all for your participation, your giving of 

time, talent, and treasure, and, as always, your 

prayers. 
 

Fr. David+ 
 
 

2. Fr. Eric Zubler Called to St. James 
Dear Friends, 
 

I wanted everyone at St. Simon's to know how the 

Lord has blessed me, and my family, as we begin a 

fresh phase of ordained ministry, here in the Diocese 

of the Central Gulf Coast.  Last week I accepted the 

call to be the new Associate at St. James Episcopal 

Church in beautiful Fairhope, Alabama.  St. James is 

the largest Episcopal parish in a non-metropolitan 

area of the USA and third largest parish in our 

diocese.  My responsibilities will include working 

closely with the Rector to expand ministries and 

offer new educational opportunities for all ages 

during the week, as well as on Sunday morning.  We 

will also be implementing a new model of pastoral 

care at called Community of Hope 

International.  Please know you all remain in my 

thoughts and prayers as we complete our transition 

from Niceville to Fairhope at end of the school 

year.  I look forward to crossing paths at many 

diocesan functions in the future.   
 

With thanks,  

Fr. Eric + 
 
 

3. Update from Josh at Seminary 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Click Graphic! 
 
 

4. A Request from the Flower 

Guild… 
We are in need of the bud vase size flower 

containers to hand out to the sick. Please check to 

see if you have any to contribute. A good size would 

be one you can fit in the drink holder of your car.  

Thank you very much, Chris Westphal. 
 

 
 

5. Wise Up!  
As you walk through 

the atrium, you will 

hopefully notice that 

something new has 

been added.  It’s a 

brightly colored box 

marked with the 

words: SCHOOL 

SNACKS.  This box serves as a collection point for 

snacks being donated to our partner school, Elliot 

Point Elementary. 

For the next few weeks, we’ll be collecting 

individually packaged snack items like cheese 

crackers, raisins and fruit roll ups.  These snacks will 

be donated to the school to assist the many caring 

teachers who (from their own wallets) provide 

snacks to hungry students who arrive without 

breakfast or who simply don’t come from homes 

where there are sufficient funds to purchase non-

essentials like school snacks. 

Please be generous in contributing to this Outreach 

effort.  Be one of the big hearts reaching out to help 

shape these little minds. 
 
 

 

6. Altar Flower Dedications 
If you would like to make a dedication for Altar 

Flowers in the Sunday Bulletin, please fill out an 

Altar Flower Order Form (found in the pew, office & 

online) and drop it in the plate. Please call the office 

if you have any questions. 
 
 

 

 
 

1. Christian Education & Sunday 

School   
Christian Education classes are back in full swing! 

These classes take place weekly through the end of 

May. We hope you will join 

us as we have something 

for the entire family, ages 

3 through adults! The 

nursery will also be open 

file:///C:/Users/StSimonOffice/Documents/K-Documents/Josh Update from Seminary.pdf
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during this time for children 6 weeks to 3 years old. 

Contact Ansley Walker at educ@stsimons-fwb.org if 

you have any questions or need additional 

information.  
 
 

2. Parent’s Morning Out 
Our Parent's Morning Out, is weekly affordable 

childcare at $10 per family for children ages 6 weeks 

to 5 years old, and is open to St. Simon's families and 

the community on Wednesday mornings. Parents 

may drop their children off beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

and pick them up by 12:00 p.m. If you have any 

questions, contact Amber Smith – Nursery Director 

at 244-8621.  
 

 
 

 

1. Supporting our Military Members  

If you have someone deployed who would enjoy 

receiving a note, you may submit the name and 

address to Outreach at office@stsimons-fwb.org.  
 
 

2. Father Jack’s Sock Drop 
A box has been placed in the Atrium for clean socks 
for men, women, and children. Another Outreach 
that is done by St. Simon’s – THANK YOU! 
 

3. Donate to St. Simon’s – FREE! 
Want to help St. Simon’s just by shopping on 

Amazon? The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 

0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible 

AmazonSmile purchases. This is the easy link to use 

to order and let St. Simon’s receive a portion of the 

proceeds: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160.  
 

 

 

1. Let Us Know 
If you or a member of your family is hospitalized or 

in need of pastoral care, please call 244-8621. 
 

2. St. Simon’s Counseling Center 
Hurting? Or in need of someone to talk with? 

Everyone is welcome, call 244-8448 for an 

appointment with one of our two Licensed Mental 

Health Counselors.  

3. Bereavement Support Group 
St. Simon’s hosts a Bereavement Support Group on 

Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the 

Fellowship Room. For information or to register, 

contact Christopher Keown at 862-1069. 
 

4. Depression & Bipolar Support 

The Depression & Bipolar Support Group meets 

every Tuesday from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in Room 207 at 

St. Simon’s. For more information contact Lexxy at 

Lexxy500kTorri@gmail.com or at 850-833-5019. 
 

mailto:educ@stsimons-fwb.org
mailto:office@stsimons-fwb.org
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-1052160
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PARISH CALENDAR 
February 17 – February 25, 2017 

Friday – February 17 Office Closes at Noon     
     Radon Testing for Montessori – All Day until Monday!   
 5:30 p.m. Young Adult Bible Study & Potluck 
 7:00 p.m. NAR-ANON 
Saturday – February 18 
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 2) 
 11:30 a.m. ECW Luncheon “Healing Paws for Warriors” 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
Sunday – February 19 
 8:00 a.m. Rite I Eucharist  
 9:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 9:30 a.m. Christian Education & Sunday School 
 10:30 a.m. Rite II Eucharist & Children’s Church 
 11:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 12:00 p.m. Fr. Jack’s Kitchen 
 6:00 p.m. GA Meeting  
Monday – February 20 
          Office Closed in Observance of President’s Day!   
 1:00 p.m. Knitters’ Guild Meeting  
 7:00 p.m. AA Group  
Tuesday – February 21 
 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 1:30 p.m. Lectionary Bible Study 
 3:00 p.m. DOK Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Bipolar Support Alliance  
 7:00 p.m. FA Meeting  
 7:00 p.m. Dancing Dolphins Square Dance  
Wednesday – February 22 
 9:00 a.m. Parent’s Morning Out  
 10:30 a.m. Rector’s Bible Study 
 11:00 a.m. Bereavement Support Group  
 12:00 p.m. Eucharist & Healing Service 
 12:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group  
 5:00 p.m. Cursillo Reunion Group  
 6:00 p.m. Rector’s Wednesday Night Bible Study 
Thursday – February 23  
 9:00 a.m. FA Meeting 
 10:00 a.m. Brookdale Eucharist 
 7:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Practice 
Friday – February 24 Office Closes at Noon 
 7:00 p.m. NAR-ANON 
Saturday – February 25 
 9:00 a.m. Flower Guild (Team 3) 
 5:00 p.m. “Come as you are” Eucharist 
 

 

 

 

THE RT. REV. RUSSELL KENDRICK, BISHOP 

THE REV. J. DAVID KNIGHT, RECTOR 

THE REV. CLELIA P. GARRITY, DEACON 

ST. SIMON’S ON THE SOUND EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
28 Miracle Strip Parkway SW 

Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548-6613 

Parish Office: 244-8621         Fax: 664-2827 

Website: www.stsimons-fwb.org 

http://www.stsimons-fwb.org/

