
 

 

 

 

 
St. Simon’s on-the-Sound Episcopal Church 
Vestry Minutes  
19 March 2015 
 
Attendees: 
 
The Rev’d Mark Fitzhugh, Rector  
The Rev’d Eric Zubler, Associate Rector  
Bob Hauge, Senior Warden 
JoAnn Gorsuch, Junior Warden   
Ellen Dodson, Clerk of the Vestry  
Mike Sheppard, Treasurer 
  
Vestry Members Present:  Rhoda Adams-Reiss,  Gene Correll,  John Gardner, 
Jackie Glover,  Cathy Halprin,  Donna Kendrick,  Renee Larson, John Sanders,  
Debbie Vaughan 
Vestry Member Absent:  Joey Havelka  
 
Holy Eucharist was held at 5:30 p.m. in the chapel, followed by a call to order in 
the parish hall by Senior Warden Bob Hauge and prayer by  Cathy Halprin.  It 
was requested that Gene Correll take notes until Ellen Dodson arrives. 
 
 
Motions: 
 a.  Bob Hauge reported that John Fitzgerald had an air conditioning issue 
to be added to the agenda.  A motion was made by Rhoda Adams-Reiss to approve 
the agenda with the addition of the air conditioning issue, seconded by Cathy 
Halprin, and voted on by the vestry with unanimous approval.   
 b.  A motion to approve the February 2015 minutes was made by John 
Gardner . The motion was seconded by Cathy Halprin and the vote for approval 
was unanimous.  
 
Parish Administrator Report: 
 a. John Fitzgerald told the vestry the office air conditioning is broken, and 
the estimate for repair is $870. It has multiple leaks and will require 30 pounds of 
refrigerant plus parts & labor for the repairs. The nursery air conditioner is also 
broken, but that one is covered by warranty and should be repaired by Friday as 
parts & labor are warranted for one year.  Following a discussion of the air 
conditioning systems and repairs, Donna Kendrick made a motion to pay for the 
repairs to the office air conditioning, and the motion was seconded by John 
Sanders. The vestry voted unanimous approval. 
 b. John Fitzgerald reported that the upstairs windows should be delivered 
by 24 March and installed by 31 March. The nave windows could be delivered by 27 
March and installed 1 April, but it might be better to delay the installation until 
after Easter. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Important New Business: 
 a.  Outreach:  No  report - Bob Hauge noted that Joey Havelka is still 
on military business and unable to attend the meeting, therefore, his report on the 
bike repair proposal is delayed until the next vestry meeting. 
 b.  Inreach:  Jackie Glover reported that we will be able to have the 
parking spaces striped at Sea-Tow next door so we can utilize the space most 
efficiently and not interfere with their business. It was noted we have yellow signs 
with black lettering to direct church attendees to the parking availability next door. 
After discussion, it was suggested that we not do this ourselves, but have it 
professionally done. Keith Walkman, our Sea-Tow contact, may have some ideas 
on this. Jackie Glover will report at April vestry meeting. 
 c.  Use of the Facility:  St. Simon’s is available for any charitable 
organization to use for meetings: AA, NA, OA, etc. It has been deemed necessary to 
set up a fee schedule for meetings of organizations which are not related to St. 
Simon’s ministries. Bob Hauge reported on fixed and variable costs of daily life and 
came up with some possible guidelines on rates for use of the building, with and 
without setup charges. During discussion, a figure of $75, including setup, was 
prevalent, along with input regarding non-setup charges and fees for groups which 
meet on a frequent basis. Fr. Mark suggested that Dwight Babcock be contacted for 
input on successful diocesan models for this kind of business. Debbie Vaughan will 
follow-up and report at the April vestry meeting.    
 d.  Treasurer:  Combined Plate&Pledge Year-to-Date is $102,844 which 
is almost $16,000 over budget. This time last year that figure was $85,262 and 
$71,378 in 2013, so this is quite a remarkable beginning to 2015. The finance 
committee recommends that we sustain the working budget for another month to 
monitor and see if the trend continues. The response to Bob Hauge’s “financial 
state of the parish” was positively received, so Mike Sheppard will put a brief 
report in the bulletin concerning this.  
  
Old Business:  None   
   
Clergy & Staff Updates: 
 a.   Associate Rector‘s Report:  
  1. “The Story“ bible study has a dedicated 40 or so members who 
want to continue with ten more chapters after Easter. The study of eleven more 
chapters, The New Testament, will begin after Labor Day.   
  2. Ansley Walker is presently working on a curriculum for VBS using 
“The Story”. This is possibly groundbreaking so stay tuned.  
  3. VBS will be held the first week in August and will return to the 
morning format, five days. 
  4. Easter Egg Hunt will again be held at Sound Park at 9:30 Easter 
morning with coordination by Mathilda Ravine and Ansley Walker.  
  5. Maundy Thursday vigil is being coordinating by Jane Carr. 
  6. Fr. Eric will return from vacation prior to Palm Sunday.  
  



 

 

 

 

 b.  Junior Warden:  
  1. A planning guide for hosting events at St. Simon‘s is being written 
by JoAnn Gorsuch, with help from Mary Hauge and Cassidy Coffari. 
  2. The new cleaning crew members, Mac and Courtney, are doing a 
great job. The contract includes a systematic list of duties on Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Saturday. Anyone who wants to report on a concern about facility cleanliness 
can fill out a maintenance form which can be found in the office and in the library. 
 
 c.  Rector’s Report: Fr. Mark began with a prayer followed by the  
announcement that he has been called as Rector of St. John’s of Lattingtown in the 
Diocese of Long Island, New York. This was a decision that was not taken lightly, 
and was made through much prayer after officials of St. John’s contacted him. He 
will be leaving the middle of May.  
 
ACTION ITEMS:  
 1.  In-Reach; striping at SeaTow parking lot, Jackie Glover  
 2. Out-Reach; bicycle repair project, Joey Havelka  
 3. Building use fee schedule, Debbie Vaughan 
 
**Called vestry meeting on Sunday, March 22 at 9:15 a.m.** 
 

 
CLOSING PRAYERS:  Bob Hauge and Debbie Vaughan 
 
With assistance from Gene Correll,  
Respectively submitted,  
  
Ellen Dodson,  
Clerk of the Vestry  


