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Frequently Asked Questions 

At a congregational meeting in November of 2009, the congregation of St. Jacobs Lutheran 

Church authorized the escrowing of benevolence given to Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Amercia offices in Chicago, though not our benevolence to the Lower Susquehanna Synod.  

The congregation also authorized the creation of a committee to examine the question of our 

continued affiliation with the ELCA.  The committee has spent over a year doing this, and 

presented its findings to the Council in November of last year.  The Council met in retreat on 

December 12 to give adequate time to the committee report and discussion.  The Council 

approved the report and the committee’s recommendation to affiliate with the North 

American Lutheran Church in America, and asked the Committee to present its findings to 

the congregation preliminary to a vote. 

This paper is a list of frequently asked questions and the answers to those questions.   

 

1.  Why are we having this discussion?  Isn’t it clear what we should do? 

Maybe as individuals, but this is a decision we make as a congregation, and that 

means we must talk about it and allow everyone the time and space to prayerfully 

reflect on the recent changes in the ELCA and share their thoughts with the rest of the 

congregation.  

2. How did the ELCA get to this point?   

Most of us seem to know about the events of the 2009 Churchwide Assembly in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, when the ELCA, in knowing contradiction of the teachings of 

Scripture and 2000 years of Church history voted to approve the ordination of 

noncelibate homosexual man and women and the marriage of same.  The question we 

usually get is “How did we get to this point”. 

 

Here’s how we got to this point.  The Church of every age is an outpost of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, but the Church of every age is tempted to identify not so much 

with the kingdom of heaven but with the kingdom of earth.  This problem will be 

perpetually with us until Christ returns.  The authority of the Scriptures is eroded to 

the degree that we identify more closely with the world than with the kingdom of 

heaven.  The Bible is replaced as the authority for faith and life and becomes but one 

of many.  For those of us who identify more closely with the world, the Bible is not the 

authoritative Word of God but a sort of history book of humanity’s experience with an 

idea called God.   

 



It is hard to work in the world as Jesus commands while being apart from the world.  

In our age, sexual permissiveness of all sorts is seen by many as a matter of civil 

rights, and marriage as nothing more than a contractual agreement between two 

parties that persists only so long as both parties are interested in one another.  

Essentially, the ELCA has come to believe more firmly in current political and social 

science theories than in biblical teaching. 

 

3. So this not just about ordaining people in same gender relationships? 

This is about the role the Bible is to play in the life of the Church. The Bible is the 

Word of God or it is not.  This is not a matter of interpretation; the plain sense of the 

Scriptures is clear here as it is in every other place it is challenged.  The diminishment 

of the role of Scripture in the life of the Church has led even the teachers of 

seminarians and pastors to deny the resurrection of Christ, the reality of sin, the 

atoning death of Christ, and Christ’s unique role in our salvation.  There is a copy of a 

liturgy used in an ordination service last spring which will give an idea of where the 

ELCA’s treatment of the Bible leads the Church.   

4.  Why have we recommended that we affiliate with the NALC instead of the 

ELCA? 

In the end, it comes down to mission and integrity.  We are St. Jacobs Lutheran 

Church, and our mission is to share Jesus’ love.  We can only do that with integrity to 

the degree that our teaching about Jesus is biblically sound.  Also, it is very difficult to 

work with people, well meaning people for the most part, who teach a different 

understanding of the Gospel.  Every word, every publication has to be parsed and 

when not in line with orthodox Christian belief challenged.  It is like hitching two 

tractors to opposite ends of a wagon and then gunning the engines.  You’ll go 

nowhere fast and you will pull the wagon apart.   

5.  Was any thought given to staying in the ELCA and trying to change things 

from within? 

Yes, that is one option.  We point out that there are a number of Lutheran 

confessional groups including Lutheran CORE who have been trying to do this very 

thing for years, but with little effect.  Also, we believe that the ELCA is not likely to 

actually respect the “bound conscience” of traditional Christians, but will insist, as 

documents coming out of the ELCA Church Council and its administrative bodies 

indicate, that synods and bishops enforce current ELCA teaching.  This includes 

Augsburg Fortress, the publishing arm of the ELCA.  It will become increasingly hard 

to work within the ELCA or even purchase Sunday School materials as these changes 

and others are written into policy. 

6. Where will we get pastors if we leave the ELCA?  The denomination to which 

we will go will maintain a list of rostered and certified pastors and have procedures in 

place for access to that list.  One likely outcome of leaving the ELCA is that the 

congregation will have more control over the call process, and more responsibility for 

its outcome. 

7. What about our Pastor?   



If the congregation chooses to leave the ELCA the pastor will seek and obtain 

certification with the body the congregation chooses.   

8. What happens to Pastor’s benefits? 

They remain the same.  The Board of Pensions voted some time ago to allow pastors 

and other rostered leaders who receive benefits through the BOP to continue to 

receive them.   

9. What about our property? 

Since this congregation was once a part of the Lutheran Church in America before the 

merger that created the ELCA, there is a very specific procedure to ensure that we 

keep our property.  While neither Bishop Hendrix nor Bishop Hoover had any interest 

in our property, it is best to do what the constitution requires of us to ensure that 

there is no reason to worry about the issue now or in the future.   

10. What is that procedure? We must have two votes, each of which is in favor 

of leaving the ELCA by two-thirds (67%) or more.  These votes must be at least 90 

days apart, and between the votes the congregation must notify the Synod office and 

request a visitation from Bishop Hoover.  Bishop Hoover and another member of the 

Synod staff will talk to us about staying in the ELCA.  Bishop Hoover has been a 

gracious visitor in every case, explaining that he wants cordial relationships between 

the synod and congregations in the event that we should one day like to return to the 

ELCA.  Between the two votes, the congregation should vote to join another Lutheran 

denomination so that we fulfill the requirement that we join another Lutheran 

denomination.  Following the second vote, if it is positive, the Synod Council must 

vote to allow us to leave.  So far, in line with the Bishop’s gracious response, the 

Synod Council has voted to allow congregations to leave. 

11. Doesn’t this just create more conflict when we don’t need it? 

The vote of Churchwide created the conflict.  People were very upset, with a number 

insisting on leaving the congregation.  They were willing to stay though, and await 

the outcome of the study process.  Essentially, the study process allowed us to be 

deliberative in our approach to the changes in the ELCA and think about what it 

means to be church and faithful, to look at other Lutheran denominations as well as 

the ELCA, and to make a decision that was not based on immediate response but on 

what is best for the congregation and its mission.  That is not to say that there are no 

people who are unhappy with the idea that we might leave the ELCA or who agree 

with the direction of the ELCA.  What we need to do is prayerfully reflect on these 

issues as a congregation, respecting one another. 

12. What changes for us as a congregation if we leave the ELCA? 

For most congregations that have left there has been a renewed commitment to 

mission.  In part, that comes of making the commitment to being church as Christ 

means us to be church.  Also, the denomination we would join is very enthusiastically 

wedded to mission, and that enthusiasm is catching.  We would also provide, for 

those who need it, a spiritual home for those who find it hard to stay in the ELCA 

given the changes.  

13. How many churches have left the ELCA?  



Unfortunately, too many.  The ELCA has been losing congregations since its inception 

in 1988, but the losses are accelerating.  In a little over a year, about 500 

congregations have left, and many that have not left yet have redirected their giving.  

Worse yet, many congregations have lost a significant percentage of their members 

because of the changes, and are finding it hard to survive.   

14. A lot of this conversation sounds like alphabet soup to me.  What are 

the ELCA, Lutheran CORE, the LCMS, the LCMC and the NALC? 

We are currently a part of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and have 

been since 1988 when it was formed by a merger of the Lutheran Church in America 

and the American Lutheran Church and a couple of much smaller Lutheran 

denominations.  We were previously a part of the Lutheran Church in America, formed 

of a merger of several Lutheran denominations in 1962. 

 

There have been Lutherans in America since the early 1600’s, but the Lutheran 

associations to which individual Lutheran congregations have belonged have changed 

with the times and issues. 

 

Lutheran CORE is a confessional group that has tried to keep the ELCA true to its 

biblical and confessional roots.  CORE professes that the Scriptures are the only and 

final authority in faith and life.  It is not a denomination but an association of 

congregations and individuals committed to orthodox Christianity who represent the 

“theological middle” of American Lutheranism.  Our congregation is not a member of 

CORE, but members of the congregation are. 

 

The LC-MS is the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 

America.  It is congregational in polity, meaning there is little oversight exercised from 

the wider church and few resources developed to help congregations and pastors with 

their concerns.  It is highly committed to evangelism, and worship style tends to be 

more contemporary than traditional. 

 

The NALC is the newest Lutheran denomination, having been created by Lutheran 

CORE in August of 2010.  NALC stands for North American Lutheran Church, and in 

five months it has grown by over 100 congregations.  NALC is structured somewhat 

like the old LCA, with a regional structure and a presiding Bishop.  The Bishop’s 

primary responsibility has to do with oversight of the ministry of Word and Sacrament, 

and less to do with day to day administration.  The NALC is committed to being Christ-

centered, mission-driven, traditionally-grounded and congregationally-focused. 

 

The LCMC is Lutheran Church in Mission for Christ.  This ten year old denomination is a spin 

off of the ELCA with American Lutheran Church roots, though many of the congregations that 

recently joined were once a part of the Lutheran Church in 

 


