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Members of our church who were flooded out of the homes not too long ago are just now getting back to regular life. The hassle of repairing homes and replacing damaged items are still
fresh in our minds, not to mention the memorabilia lost to the damp and mold. Now, as we
seem to be coming out of the depths, our friends, family, and neighbors to the south have experienced a flood much greater than ours. Below are only but a few images floating around the
internet of the devastation our state is experiencing. If you recall, our church was able to collect funds for our church members without the flood insurance necessary to repair their
homes. St. Paul’s also distributed thousands of flood buckets to those in the Monroe area in
need of cleaning supplies. Join us on Wednesday, August 31 as we prepare flood buckets and
collect donations to send down south to help those facing the hardships to come.

We know what it is like to deal with flood waters.
Let’s share the St. Paul’s love with south Louisiana!
In response to the flooding in South LA the missions committee is sponsoring an evening to put together flood buckets. (August 31, 6:30, after our worship service) The approx. cost of one bucket
is $65. We have already had someone donate the buckets and lids(150) and are hoping for more
donations of the needed items or funds to purchase them. If you donate, write flood buckets in the
memo line of your check. Items needed are as follows:
Liquid laundry detergent
two 25-oz. or one 50-oz. bottle(s) only
Liquid household cleaner
12-16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with water
no spray cleaners
Dish soap
16-28 oz. bottle, any brand
1 can air freshener
aerosol or pump
1 insect-repellent spray
6-14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective cover
1 scrub brush
plastic or wooden handle
18 cleaning wipes
handi-wipes or reusable wipes
no terry cleaning towels
remove from packaging
7 sponges
no cellulose sponges due to mold issues
remove from wrapper
5 scouring pads (green, rectangular)
remove from wrapper
no stainless steel, Brillo pads or SOS pads (nothing with soap built in)
50 clothespins
Clothesline
two 50-ft. or one 100-ft.
cotton or plastic
24-roll heavy-duty trash bags
33-45 gallon sizes
remove from the box
5 dust masks
2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves
should be durable enough for multiple uses
remove from packaging
1 pair work gloves
cotton with leather palm or all leather

Join us for a new Bible study beginning September 20
entitled “Ditch the Baggage.” This class will help you release thoughts, feelings, and habits that drag you down
and keep us from having a fulfilling life with Christ. In this
nine week interactive study, the group will learn practical and effective keys for walking in freedom, no matter what you have been through or what issues you have faced in the past. You
can redefine your life and release thoughts, feelings, and habits that have dragged you down.
Sherri Morison and Jill Mouk will lead the class. All are welcome! The cost of the book is $12.
The class will begin September 20 and last for 9 weeks, ending before Thanksgiving. Beginning
time for the class will be 5:30pm and last for one hour. Plan to join us as we explore ways to
have a closer relationship with Christ through forgiveness and other ways to gain a new prospective for this journey we call life.
Contact Jill Mouk for more information.
jill@stpaulsmonroe.com or call 322-4454

Dansby’s
Taylor Rental
2102 Forsythe Avenue
(318)323-0600
taylorrentalmonroela.com

Dear Friends,
As part of my involvement in the Monroe community, I have volunteered to
chair the Unmet Needs Committee that is responding to the floods in Monroe that occurred in March. Once all the allotted government funds have been spent, this committee continues to receive cases from helping agencies of persons who have house repairs
that need to be made and many of whom are still displaced. We search for resources in
order to answer to these unmet needs. In other words, the response to the flooding in
our area continues.
I must say how impressed I am that, as we continue to work in the aftermath of
the flooding here in Monroe, this community has risen to the occasion once again to
help others. The fundraising, the supply gathering, the volunteers gearing up to go to Baton Rouge to help out
in the recovery of the recent flooding there, while we’re still in the thick of it here, is just simply amazing to
me!
As we have experienced here, the response there will be more a marathon than a sprint. As the apostle Paul might say, let us look to the finish line (and there will be one), let us pace ourselves for the work that
God has laid out ahead of us (it is indeed there), and walk and work together, encouraging each other along
the way with the love of Christ.
Peace, my friends…Tim

“ I enjoyed everything about this VBS!”
“Loved Ed’s humor!”
“The stories and music were divine!”
These were just a few of the comments made by some of the 104 people that enjoyed three days of Ed
Kilbourne’s unique Senior Adult Vacation Bible School. Hosted by St. Paul’s and First United Methodist Church,
the event was a smashing success on August 15-17. Using scripture along with his music and storytelling, Ed
brought meaning and new life to familiar stories.
Many thanks to the Senior VBS Committee of Lamar Buffington, Lynda & Bob Burns, Leesa McMillin, Jill
Mouk, Betty Ann Nolan, Tim Neustifter, Susan Robinson, Jo Margaret & Bill Rose, Kathy Wells ,and Nannette
White. Also, a big thank you to Julie Blakeman for her publishing skills.
We enjoyed the event so much that Ed is already scheduled to return to Monroe at FUMC next summer! If you would like to learn more about Ed and his ministry, you are invited to his web site:
www.edkilbourne.com.
“Ed’s unique way of sharing the Gospel were wonderful spiritual lessons.”

The Wesley Foundation Serving Grambling State University will host a Building Fundraising
Dinner on Friday, September 9 at Trinity UMC in Ruston from 6-9pm.
There will be live entertainment music, excellent food, door prizes and a silent auction. Guest
Speaker for the evening will be the Hon. John Belton, Lincoln and Union Parish District Attorney.
We are cordially inviting the Monroe District UMC along with friends and families.
Individual ticket are $30 and tables of 8 are available for $240.The Wesley Foundation is seeking
the following sponsors:
- Platinum: $1,500 to $2,000
- Gold $1,000 to $1,499
- Silver: $500 to $999
- Bronze: $100 to $499
For more information please contact Doret Gilbert-Wilson, Board Chair at 318-251-0750 or 318237-2549. Tickets can also be purchased from Kim Alexander at Trinity UMC. Checks should be
made payable to WFS GSU Campus Ministry.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS. EVERYONE IS I NVITED
TO THIS UMW SPONSORED EVENT! On Tuesday,
September 13 at 6:00pm join us for a church-

wide Bingo Night. We will raise money for missions while having laughs and playing BINGO!
The cost of admission is canned goods or cash donations.
There will be sandwiches, chips, and cookies and beverages.
State Farm, Bloomington, IL

1211999

Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent
2116 Forsythe Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201
Bus: 318-388-2450

United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for women with approximately
800,000 members whose mission is fostering spiritual growth, developing leaders and advocating for justice.
Members raise up to $20 million each year for programs and projects related to women, children and youth in the
United States and in more than 100 countries around the world.
United Methodist Women and The United Methodist Church's principles and values include:
 Promoting the empowerment of women, children and youth.
This information is taken from the UMW
 Promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism.
official website. For more information
 Promoting inclusion and equity.
about the UMW organization go to:
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
 Promoting fair labor practices.
Promoting economic and environmental stewardship and sustainability.
The Vision of United Methodist Women
Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world.
Living the Vision
We provide opportunities and resources to grow spiritually, become more deeply rooted in Christ and put faith
into action.
We are organized for growth, with flexible structures leading to effective witness and action.
We equip women and girls around the world to be leaders in communities, agencies, workplaces, governments
and churches.
We work for justice through compassionate service and advocacy to change unfair policies and systems.
We provide educational experiences that lead to personal change in order to transform the world.
Our Logo
The cross and flame are ancient symbols of the church and appear on The United
Methodist Church emblem. The cross reminds us to follow in the steps of Jesus in
our lives. The flame originates from Pentecost and resonates- even today - in Paul's
words to Timothy: "I remind you to stir into flame the gift of God which is within
you." - 2 Timothy 1:6. As United Methodist Women, we give our gift of God with
others through mission.
Our emblems reminds us of our PURPOSE of growing in our understanding of and willingness to participate in the
global ministries of the church. The overall fluid and free flowing shape of the emblem suggests change and mobility. Our foremothers were advocates for change; change and growth continue to be at the heart of United
Methodist Women's sisterhood and mission.
At St. Paul’s we have 4 UMW Circles (groups) which meet monthly. Although these meetings
are a time of fellowship, there is study and mission at their heart.
Our four Circle are:
Circle of Friends Circle - Won’t you join us on Sunday, September 11 at 5:00pm in the church Parlor. Our Circle
leader is Angie Nicholson. This diverse group is actively involved in the support of the Mercy Ministry mission.
Our meetings are on the second Sunday of each month.
Joy Circle - We will not meet in September as our regular meeting time is during BINGO NIGHT! See you there!
Harmony Circle - Our leader Charlotte Moore invites you to join us on the third Thursday of each month for light
refreshments and a lesson taught by Mary Lou Blakeman. Our Circle meets on Thursday, September 15, at
6:30pm in the church Parlor.
Mary Henry Circle - Meets the 4th Tuesday every month at 9:30 in the church Parlor. Pat Hoover teaches a brief
lesson and light refreshments are served.

Sunday, September 25
9:00 Traditional Service
It is a long-time tradition in the Methodist church to give Bibles to our 3rd Grade students. This is appropriate for many reasons. Developmentally, this is the age when most children are able to use the skills
necessary to use a Table of Contents and other dictionary skills. In addition, most of the children are able to
read and comprehend the Bible independently. This year St. Paul’s Third Graders will be recognized and
presented with Bibles during the 9:00 Traditional Service on Sunday, September 25, 2016. Contact Jill Mouk
for more information at jill@stpaulsmonroe.com or by phone at 322.4454.
We would like to invite all of the third graders to bring their Bible to Bible 101 class every Wednesday night this fall to practice finding Scriptures and learning about the Bible! We have a meal at 5:15 and
Bible 101 for 2nd – 4th graders from 6:00-6:30. We also activities for all children and youth, and worship for
adults. Plan to join us!

Classes to Begin in September
Confirmation classes begin this month. During this 32 week series of
classes, students will learn about John Wesley, Holy Communion, Baptism,
grace, the Social Principles of the Methodist church and much more! This
is a time when students learn to take responsibility for their own faith. Lessons about prayer, salvation, and living a life to follow Jesus Christ are also
taught to nurture students into relationship with Christ.
Confirmation classes are traditionally for sixth grade students but anyone
can join the class if they are interested. If you would like to
know more about St. Paul’s Confirmation classes, please contact Jill Mouk by phone (322-4454 or cell 318-381-0609) or by
email jill@stpaulsmonroe.com.

This Wednesday Tim Neustifter, our pastor will lead
worship at 6:00pm in the Traditional Sanctuary.

Family Meal Time—Join us
for Wednesday night dinner starting at 5:15p.m. Enjoy fellowship
and decompress with a meal you
don’t have to prepare. The cost is
only $4 for an individual plate or
$12 for a family meal deal.
SEPTEMBER MEALS:
7 fried chicken, string beans/
new potatoes, rolls & dessert.
14 pork roast, rice and gravy,
fruit, roll, and dessert.
21 chili cheese dogs, chips, beans,
and dessert.
28 hamburger steak with gravy,
rice, corn, roll and dessert.

After the service everyone is invited to stick around to
help assemble flood buckets for our neighbors in Baton Rouge and surrounding areas.
We want our Wednesdays to be a great evening with
family and friends receiving that much needed, midweek boost! So this year we begin a new format.
1st Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim
2nd Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim
3rd Wednesday—Contemporary Sanctuary, youth –led
4th Wednesday—Traditional Sanctuary with Tim
This evening of worship and fellowship should prove to
be an opportunity to come together and receive a short
message, experience music through song, and have a
time of prayer. We hope these changes will be great
and keep things fresh.

Music Makers Choir—Children who are ages 3 through 1

st

grade are invited to
attend “Music Makers Choir” on Wednesday nights. They will sing, learn Bible stories, and
have play time. The group usually has 2 performances, one at Christmas and the second in
the spring. Join in the fun!

Bible 101 for Kids—Jill Mouk will teach the Bible 101 class for students in 2

nd

–
4 grades on Wednesday nights beginning on August 31 from 6:00-6:30pm in the Confirmation classroom. Students will learn to recite the Books of the Bible, identify the Ten Commandments, have “Bible wars” to find scripture the fastest, and study Bible stories. During
Sunday School classes we stress the meaning of scripture and emphasize the Bible message.
This class will focus more on Bible “basics.” Children will have fun through competitions
while learning at the same time!
th

Club 56 is a ministry for students in the 5th and 6th grade. They will meet on Wednesday
nights in the Club 56 room. They will have a short lesson, play games, and perhaps have
some community outreach projects throughout the year.

Most people will tell you that separation and divorce are the
most painful and stressful experiences they’ve ever faced.
It’s a confusing time when you feel isolated and have lots of
questions about issues you’ve never faced before. DivorceCare groups meet weekly to help you face these challenges
and move toward rebuilding your life.
WHAT IS DIVORCECARE?


DivorceCare is for people who are separated or divorced.



DivorceCare is a 13-week, biblically based, Christ-centered
support group seminar. Each session shows a 30-minute
DVD video followed by small group discussion about the
video. The format is set up so anyone can join at any time
during the 13 weeks.



The DivorceCare DVDs present experts, ministers, and Christian counselors discussing divorce-related issues such as depression, anger, forgiveness, and reconciliation. Real people
share their stories of how they deal with the pain and heartbreak of divorce and separation.



During the week between meetings, group members complete a Bible study and practical exercises to help them heal
from their hurt and pain.



The group is encouraging and supportive.
Jesus said in Matthew 11:28-30, “Come unto me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Wednesdays, August 24—November 16 from 5:20—6:20 pm
Dinner is available for individuals/family.
Nursery & Children’s classes available during sessions
There is a $20 workbook fee per DivorceCare class member (scholarships available)
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church Parlor
1901 Lexington Ave. Monroe, La.
Contact the church office for more information
318.322.4454
www.stpaulsmonroe.com
New class members may join at anytime!
Sign up sheets are in the Narthex and Fellowship

Join us in an exciting new ministry for St. Paul’s! We will be partnering with Family Promise of
Ouachita to provide overnight lodging and meals for up to 4 families for one week every 3-4 months on a rotating schedule. The homeless families (guests) stay at the host church during the evening and overnight.
Each morning, they are transported to the day center where they prepare for their daily activities. These activities may include caring for their children, job and resource search, or going to work. Each family has a case
manager that will guide them on the road to independence.
Hosting churches provide families who have lost their homes with safe, secure lodging and a sense of
community. It also gives volunteers the opportunity to provide hands on outreach in their own congregational facility.
Won’t you consider being a part of this new ministry? You can participate by cooking an evening
meal, be a volunteer host to spend the night (two required), interacting with our guests, playing with children, or providing needed supplies: lamps, linens, toiletries, books and games for children, etc. All volunteers
will have a brief orientation before beginning.
We NEED you to volunteer! Contact Kathy Wells, 322-4454.
Visit their website here: http://www.familypromiseofouachita.com/index/

Kathy Wells, Susan Robinson, and Jill Mouk of St. Paul’s, Monroe rallied several other church members who rose early Tuesday morning to serve up breakfast for nearly 50 members of faculty and
staff across the street at Lexington Elementary School during their back to school teacher inservice session. Lexington’s principal Toni McCarty welcomed the teachers and staff to muffins,
casseroles, fruits, and juices which were served along with 5 gallons of Starbucks coffee to keep
them going during the daylong session. Rev. Tim Neustifter offered a blessing over the teachers as
they began their work for the upcoming school year. Several of these teachers will again participate in the After School Tutoring program at St. Paul’s which provides academic assistance for 140
students of 120 neighborhood families.
Lexington School and St. Paul’s have enjoyed this special relationship for decades, and this is just
another ministry in which the members of St. Paul’s engage with the surrounding community of
their church as encouraged by Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey.

James 2:17
So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.
Delta Grace Mission- Sunflower, MS- September 22-24
It is only a little over 3 hours away, so if you cannot make it for all 3
days, come for part of the time. All skill levels are needed….from sweeping and smiling to electrical and carpentry work! You will be working on
homes of local residents.
The accommodations are great and we take our own cooking team. The
cost is $40 a night per person. At least 60% of registration fee helps pay
for materials for each project. Full or partial scholarships available if
needed.
We will leave St. Paul’s at 7:30 AM on Thursday, September 22 and return by 6 PM on Saturday
September 24. Families are welcome!
Mexico Mission- Rio Bravo, Mexico- October 5-9
No specific skills required….God will find a place to use your gifts! We will
work with Willie Berman, a General Board of Global Ministries missionary, helping with the many ministries he is involved with through Manos
Juntas (Hands Together) Ministries. Check out Manos Juntas VIM Mexico
on Facebook and join in on a fun and rewarding mission!
Family Promise - We will begin hosting on Sunday, October
23. You can participate by cooking an evening meal, be a volunteer host to spend the night (two required), interacting
with our guests, playing with children, or providing needed
supplies: lamps, linens, toiletries, books and games for children, etc. All volunteers will have a brief orientation before beginning.
Our first rotation will be on October 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29.
Grace Place-St. Paul’s cooks and serves on the second Friday of each
month. Cooks work 9AM – 11 and servers from 11-1:30
Dates for next 6 months: September 9, October 14, Nov. 11,
December 9, January 13, February 10
Meals on Wheels- September 10 and November 19 are remaining dates for
2016. Substitute drivers are always needed.
To volunteer or to have questions answered, call Kathy Wells in the church office. 318-322-4454

All men are invited to join the

Methodist Men
for our monthly meeting
at Jade Garden
for only $5 on

Thursday,
September 1 at
11:45am.

The UMM, represented by:
Brent Chappell
Bill Funderburk
Bob and Lynda Burns
fed 105 people and with seconds,
they served 141 in August!
The men (and women) plan to serve again on September 15. If
you would like to help serve, call Bill Funderburk at 322—6245.

We experienced another amazing St. Paul's Men's Retreat! This photo, from the return service,
shows the men from our 5th successful retreat. A great big thank you goes out to the directors
of this Retreat: Jay Cuthbert, Scott McClelland, and Adams Rogers. They organized and ran the
retreat for everyone. The success of our retreats, however, relies on our Retreat Team. Without
them, we could not accomplish what we do. We had 75 team members serving our 36 guests
this time.
The return service was held in the traditional sanctuary and the music and energy were great.
We would love church members to join us next time for the send off and return as they are open
to everyone and really are a great experience.
Please be in prayer as our women prepare for their retreat this month.

UMYF NEWS

AUGUST

Follow us on facebook & get updates on remind 101!

To: 81010
St. Paul's UMC Youth

Message: @stpaulsum

With the success of our men’s and women’s retreats, we have added a teen retreat to our rotation. The 2016 Teen Retreat held in July was a great success! Lives were changed, bonds were
made, love was shared, and the holy spirit was there throughout the retreat. 64 were in attendance with 26 as guests, 23 as the teen team, and 15 adult team leaders, plus we had support
from a fabulous cook team.
A prayer that was shared during the weekend goes as follows:
Lord, thank you for loving us no matter what! Thank you for your word that reminds us no matter how bad it gets,
no matter how far we stray from you, you are in this for the long haul. Thank you for your amazing grace,
that you love us no matter what. That very moment when we turn to you, thank you for being right there
with open arms. Accept the burdens we lift to you, we pray we allow you to carry them for us, we can move
forward, and leave the past in the past.
That we can place our focus on you, trust in you, feel your presence and understand you have always been right by
our sides.
Lord, we pray that we can leave this place with a changed heart, willing to share our faith in you and spread your
word. Allow us to be your voice to encourage others to seek you, because others see you in us.

~Steven Stewart, Youth Director

EAT - at 5:15pm for only $4. See the full menu on a previous page.
Youth - This year the youth will host the third Wednesday night worship service each a month. We have a youth band that plays. Youth
take turns as ushers, and readers. One youth each month will give a testimony or message. This individual works with Steven Stewart, our
youth director to prepare the talk and has the opportunity to practice
delivering it before the night. So if this sounds like something you
would like to try, approach Steven or call the church office to make contact.
The St. Paul's UMYF will begin their Wednesday Night Bible Group at 6
p.m. on Wednesday, September 7. See you there!

Each child received a roll of sweet tarts with a chocolate
kiss made to look like a pencil. The message attached reminds kids that “sharp students follow Jesus” - a lesson we
all should remember.

Each child received a backpack tag that looked like this:
THIS BACKPACK
HAS BEEN
BLESSED BY A
CONGREGATION
THAT LOVES AND
SUPPORTS THIS STUDENT

