St. Paul’s United Methodist Church

March 2015

IT’S A NEW DEAL (CONTEST)
The St. Paul’s Family Life Committee is hosting a church-wide CHICKEN COOK-OFF on
Sunday, March 15 from 5:00—7:00pm. You can sign up to cook your favorite
chicken recipe—soup, chili, gumbo, or anything else with chicken. Everyone else is
asked to salads or desserts. Awards will be given!

Everyone is invited to attend and sample the entries.
So plan to join us for fun times, and great food!

1. Go to stpaulsmonroe.com.
2. Click on the calendar tab.
3. Then click to launch the calendar.
Look for your committee meeting, the latest youth activity, or to see if we have one
service on Sunday. Check it out and get plugged in to all St. Paul’s has planned.

FIND US ONLINE
stpaulsmonroe.com

facebook.com/StPaulsMonroe
twitter.com/stpaulsmonroe

Our last retreats were described as:

Previous guests said, “I’ve resolved to grow in faith!” and “I’ve been inspired to get more active in church!”

The men’s retreat begins this Thursday, March 5. The women’s retreat follows at the end of the month. Here’s how you can help:
1) First and foremost, pray for our retreat guests and their families and our team members and
their families. Pray that the Lord will be glorified!
2) You can sponsor someone else’s fee ($150) by offering a scholarship.
3) You can give a donation that will go toward the cost of renting the facility and other expenses.
4) You can help with sending the retreat guests off on the retreat and helping when they return
– even if it’s just being here and greeting them as our community of faith!
5) You can help by lending your talents: cooking, helping with costumes or crafts (jewelry making, etc.)
“Search me, Oh God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in
me, and lead me in the way everlasting”
Psalm 139: 23-24

UMW Chicken Salad Luncheon

May 5, 2015
11:30am - 1:00pm

Dear Friends,
Shortly after the tornados ripped through the Monroe’s Garden District last fall, the
United Methodist Church was on site and helping out. The very next day, our Jill Mouk purchased 90 bags of ice, loaded them and several of our youth on our bus, and drove through the
devastated parts of the district so that the kids could hand out those bags of ice to our
neighbors in need. People still are talking about how much they appreciated the help—and not
just the ice. They found comfort in seeing the smiling faces of Jill and the kids and in knowing
that they were being cared for. Later, LA UMC’s disaster response team
arrived to make an assessment of the damage in order to calculate what
our ongoing response would be. Then, Bishop Harvey sent out an appeal
for LA congregations to take up an offering to support our response which
lasted several months until all needs were being met. Again, the appreciation was not just for the help in clearing their property and repairing their
homes—it was the comfort they received through the love and care that
our presence provided.
Often, the UMC is the first to respond following disasters; always, we are the last to leave. The United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides the ways, the means, and most importantly, the people to
respond to catastrophes all around the globe and is funded primarily through Bishops’ Appeals. Every dollar that
is given in response to a Bishops’ Appeal goes directly to the need.
What about overhead costs like other helping agencies? Each March, the UMC receives a special offering
called One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to support our UMCOR response to disasters at home and abroad.
Every dollar that is given to a Bishop’s Appeal goes directly to the need because overhead costs are covered by
this annual offering.
I believe that this is one of the most important special offerings that we receive. Having been activated by the military to
respond to several disasters in NM and LA, I have seen firsthand
how important our UMCOR presence is in the lives of people affected by disaster. We could not do this ministry without your
support of the OGHS offering.
Notice that I have said “we,” “us,” and “our,” not “they,”
“them,” and “theirs.” Whether or not we are the
ones who physically go to the affected areas,
through UMCOR we all play a part in recovery. We
will take up this offering during all worship services
on Sunday, March 15. Let’s all live out our mission
to lead others to a fulfilling life in Jesus Christ. UMCOR is a significant way in which we can make that
difference in our neighborhood, our state, our
country, and throughout the entire world. Let’s all
change our world for the better together!
Peace, my friends…Tim

If you have not turned in a
2015 Pledge Estimate card
and would like to,
please call Pat in the office at
322-4454 M-Th.

Circle of Friends Circle - We meet the 2nd Sunday of each month in the Parlor.
That’s March 8 this month at 5:00pm.
Joy Circle - Our next meeting will be on March 10 at 6:00p.m. in the Parlor.
We will have a light meal and a brief lesson.
Harmony Circle—meets Thursday, March 19 at 6:00pm in the Parlor.
Mary Henry Circle - Our next meeting will be on March 24 at 9:30a.m. in the Parlor.
*If you are not currently a member of a women’s circle, come join us!
All women and their friends are welcome to attend the circle meeting of their choosing.

with a focus on Extending Christian Welcome and Hospitality
On February 19,
Harmony circle did
a fabulous job of
hosting this General Meeting of
the UMW!

The UMM represented by Brent Chappell, Bob Burns, and Bill
Funderburk along with support from Lynda Burns and the Confirmation girls went to the DeSiard Street Mission and served
130 meals last month. Pictured here are the girls in this year's
confirmation class serving the meal prepared by the United
Methodist Men on Thursday, February 12. Pictured here are
Sadie Keyes, Camille Burkett, Ella Rose Smith, Emma Barron,
Sallie Jayne Snellings, and Emma
Street. They had
a great time good job girls!

“We are the hands and feet of God”

Here are just three of the organizations we, at St. Paul’s, support regularly. Here are a few items
you can donate to aid our efforts. Just add one or two to your shopping cart on your next grocery
run and bring it with you to church THIS Sunday. Think of the difference you can make in the life
of someone in need.

MEALS ON WHEELS
Cream of Mushroom soup
Cream of Chicken soup
Rotel tomatoes
Diced tomatoes
Sweet green peas
pop-top cans of Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup
Lg. Gal. cans cut green beans (Sam’s)
Lg. Gal. cans tropical fruit (Sam’s)
1 lb. boxes Velveta cheese
1 lb. boxes Angel Hair spaghetti

GRACE PLACE
Cans of corn, peas, and green beans
Cans of tropical or mixed fruit
Bags of parboiled rice
Vegetable oil—any brand
5lb bag of Martha White self-rising
white cornbread mix.

RAYS OF SONSHINE
Remember to bring a bag of dry beans to drop in the donation basket the first Sunday of the month. Bring the bag
forward on your way to receive communion. Baskets are located near the altar.

Another Successful Mexico Mission!
Thank you St. Paul's for supporting our mission to Rio Bravo, Mexico. Most of the team's work was done at a kindergarten school that ran two shifts of classes for the children. The team worked on a building to be used as a
cafeteria putting in insulation and hanging sheetrock. The children currently have to eat in their classrooms when
the food is brought to them by parents who volunteer as cooks. Some of us worked on a colorful mural depicting a
lively playground scene for an outside wall of the school and some served on a medical team.
On the first day of mission Chuck and Margo Morgan ran a medical clinic at Vamos Tamilipus, a school established
by our Mexican missionary Willie Berman, and his wife Veronica. The school is in an extremely poor neighborhood
and some of the children are in school for the first time. Great strides are being made in education thanks to the
support of generous people like the members of St. Paul's. Not only did the children receive checkups from Dr.
Chuck and Margo, but also vitamins and other needed medicines. Many of the children who were wearing shoes
either too large or too small were fitted with tennis shoes provided by St. Paul's and Rayville UMC. The children
were very excited and proud of their new shoes!
Dr. Chuck and Margo, assisted by Ashley Burch, also ran a clinic at a nursing home, aptly named "The Quiet
House." We were not scheduled to serve at the "Quiet House" but God had other plans! Through a mix up in communication the medical team arrived at the home and were greatly blessed as were the residents.
This is the case more often than not....... to be greatly touched and blessed by God in service to our fellow mankind. If you feel God nudging you, why not open your heart and mind to the opportunity of serving others.......in
Mexico, in Monroe, or wherever God leads you.
Watch your bulletin or Epistle for more opportunities!

Children

(toddler age – 4th grade)

Palm Sunday

Bring Your Baskets

March 29, 2015 at 3:00pm

for our Annual EASTER EGG HUNT! Meet on the Lexington Avenue side
of the church under the Pergola at St. Paul s UMC.

St. Paul’s UMC’s
Vacation
Bible
School

June 8 12, 2015

8:30 –
11:30 a.m.

Coming this
summer!

$10 per child (Scholarships Available)

SUNDAY MORNINGS
STILL OPEN
Mountain T.O.P. Registration

UMYF Sunday school @ 9:40
WORSHIP
Contemporary @ 10:45
Traditional @ 8:30 & 11:00

March 4 & April 15
Youth –Led Service

Youth Group + meal from 5-7

SPECIAL EVENTS

The Youth
do their part
to help end
hunger!

March 12
Food Bank & Dinner
March 22
District-wide Cross Connection
April 5
Youth –Led Sonrise Service

SUNDAY NIGHTS
TUESDAY MORNINGS
Breakfast Club
@ McDonalds on N. 18th @7 am

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Meal @ 5:15 and
Bible Study @ 6:00

St. Paul’s youth worked at the Food Bank on Thursday, February 12 by packing boxes for senior citizens in the
Monroe area. This is always a fun time for the youth and a great way to act as part of the solution!
Pictured here are Sally Henry, John Matthews, Malcolm Tosten, Brandon Burch, Jill and Jeff Mouk, Heath
Work, Maggie Kennedy, and Lauren Kennedy.

Our DivorceCare group meets each Wednesday from 5:15—6:30pm.
Supper is available and childcare and children’s classes are offered.
The cost is $20 per person (scholarships available.) Please call Jill
Mouk at 318.381.0609 or Renee Arrington at 318.791.2048 to register
or for additional information regarding our group.

A Lenten Series of Free Classes
At St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
1901 Lexington Ave. Monroe, LA 71201 (318) 322-4454
Sanctuary and are free and open to guests.

Sunday, March 1st at 5pm: Facebook 201:
A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words
As Christians we are called to live a life that reflects our faith. Facebook is one place in which we can be the
light of the world. In this class we will learn about sharing pictures, “tagging,” wall posts and messages. We
will consider how we can avoid doing harm, do good and be faithful to God’s ordinances online. Prerequisite:
Participants must have a Facebook account that they can access.

Sunday, March 8th at 5pm: Facebook 301:
Organizing, Ministering and Coordinating
Participants will learn to create events and groups, adjust their privacy settings, and become aware of possibilities for prayer, devotions, “checking in,” inviting people to participate in church events and other ways of nurturing one another in Christian Love and encouraging others to live out their faith on Facebook. Prerequisite:
Participants must have a Facebook account that they can access.

Sunday, March 22nd at 5pm:
Teens and Technology: Are your teens KPC?
What’s App? What’s that?
As digital natives many of our teens can text circles around us. In this class we will explore some of the apps
(applications) that are most popular with our teens plus various options for monitoring teenage technology use
while promoting healthy relationships. Feel free to bring your Smartphone.

Monday, March 23rd at 6:30pm:
Do This; Not That
How do we know what we can and cannot do on the internet? How do we avoid viruses and other potential
pitfalls online? What about phishing? How do we live ethically online? During this session a legal and a technological expert will be on hand to help answer these questions and others.

Monday, March 30th at 5:30pm:
Inside Voices, Outside Voices, Internet Voices
(Young Children and the Internet) Participants will become more aware of their children’s “technological footprint” and the effects of internet usage on children. Participants will also have a basic understanding of internet filtering and monitoring devices.
Registration forms are available in the Narthex, Fellowship Area and Office of SPUMC and at the Ouachita
Council on Aging. All classes will be held in the Contemporary Sanctuary.

Calling all ladies who love the beach! Join us on our annual Ladies’ Beach Retreat for 4 days of
quiet study, prayer, fun, fellowship, lots of time on the beach, and great food! The group will be
led by women on the retreat for Bible study time each morning and each evening. During the
day participants can do what they enjoy most – shopping, reading, napping, or hanging out on
the beach. Please pay the $100 deposit in March. The total cost of the trip will be determined
by the number of participants. Contact Jill Mouk at the church office for more information.

Don’t forget to set all
of your clocks one
hour ahead!

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
1901 Lexington Ave.
Monroe, LA
71201
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our sponsors:
Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent
2116 Forsythe Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201
Bus: 318-388-2450
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

2511 BROADMOOR BLVD. MONROE, LA

318-322-2013

Dansby’s
Taylor Rental
2102 Forsythe Avenue
(318)323-0600
taylorrentalmonroela.com

