St. Paul’s United Methodist
Please join us for “Blessing of Backpacks”
Sunday, August 16, 2015
All Worship Services
Back-to-school can be a scary, fun, uncertain, and happy
time for our kids. Join us on August 16 to celebrate and
encourage all of our students as they launch a new
school year. All children are invited to bring their school
backpacks with them to worship for this special service. All
children (whether they have their backpack or not) will be
given a special tag for their backpack for the school year.
Let’s send our kids into the new school year assured of God’s promises and our loving support! Be sure to join us
in worship and remember to include all of our young people and teachers in your prayers as they go back to
school.

Celebrate Back to School by Coming to Church and inviting your friends and neighbors Wednesday, August 26th
from 5:30-7:00pm! This free event will feature hamburgers, hot dogs, old fashioned board games, inflatables
and live music provided by our own New Song Praise Band! It promises to be a fun event for all! This event is
sponsored by our Family Life and Invitation Committees. If you would like to help with this event, please contact
JoAnne Pounds or Jill Mouk at joanne@stpaulsmonroe.com, jill@stpaulsmonroe.com or 322-4454. Watch the
Sunday bulletin covers for details.

1. Go to stpaulsmonroe.com.
2. Click on the calendar tab.
3. Then click to launch the calendar.
Look for your committee meeting, the latest youth activity, or to see if we have one
service on Sunday. Check it out and get plugged in to all St. Paul’s has planned.

FIND US ONLINE
stpaulsmonroe.com

facebook.com/StPaulsMonroe
twitter.com/stpaulsmonroe

We will
have one,
combined
service on
Sunday,
August 2 at
10:00am
in the
Traditional
Sanctuary.

Come join us on August 2nd as we celebrate and dedicate the Bell Reactivation which was
completed in memory of Van Leigh. We are grateful to his many family and friends who contributed to this restoration. This celebration will be at the conclusion of our 10am Combined Worship Service.

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING TRANSITIONS
TO NEW HANDS FOR FALL 2015
As we send our best hopes along to Ainslee Peters as she embarks on her return
to the classroom this coming school year, we celebrate all she has done for our After
School Tutoring Program. Ainslee has done so much for this program throughout her
tenure as director. AST was nominated for Best of the Delta this year, after all! While
Christine
Ainslee
she is still a member of St. Paul’s we will miss her joyous presence in our hallways on a daily basis.
With one door closing another opens, so join St. Paul’s in welcoming the new Director of our After School
Tutoring Program, Christine Mitchner. We will learn more about Christine and her plans for the program soon.
For now, we wish her and the AST program all the best for the 2015-2016 school year!

Friday, August 14
5:00-10:00pm
Cost $5
Deadline: Thursday, Aug. 13*
(Return permission form and $5 per student by Aug 13.)

St. Paul’s Youth Room
th

th

Club 56 is a ministry for students in 5 and 6 grade and their friends (the same age). We will have a Lock-In on
Friday, August 14 from 5:00 – 10:00pm at St. Paul’s. Pick up a permission form at Sunday School or from the
church office and return it with $5 per person by the deadline. Come to Club 56 Sunday school to get additional
permission forms and more information. The deadline to sign up is Thursday, August 13. It’s going to be a
BLAST!!!
*The purpose of the deadline is to be sure we have enough supplies for games, prizes, snacks, drinks, and food…
plus enough chaperones! So please return the form by August 13.

Dear Friends,
I recognize that many of our congregation are still traveling in and out of Monroe as
the “hundred days of summer” continue. Sometimes when I return home from time away, I
am surprised at what has happened while I was away. Here’s what’s happened at St. Paul’s
perhaps while you were away:
Heath Work, who has done a tremendous job of guiding our youth this past year, will
relinquish this position in mid-August as we continue to seek a person for this full time ministry. The ministry will continue under the guidance of the new Youth Council (made up of
youth and adults), and because of the many caring adult volunteers that have committed their time and love to
our youth.
Pat Hoover stepped into the Financial Secretary position a few years ago at a very critical time in the life
of this church and taught herself the ropes of the job. She has stepped out of the position as she teaches Kathy
Wells how to hold the ropes that she is handing over.
Ainslee Peters has helped our After School Tutoring ministry develop into such a well-know program in
Monroe that there’s a waiting list! She is returning to school teaching while Christine Mitchner will be taking
over growing AST at the beginning of the school year
The Leadership Team has begun to plan together again, this time to consider more intentionally our
mission to our local neighborhood and to those who are reaching out to St. Paul’s, like the parents of our preschool and AST children as well as those of our youth. God continues to move St. Paul’s into its vision of nurturing one another in Christian love, and His Spirit continues to move within its people. St. Paul’s is THE place
to find fulfillment in Jesus Christ. What part of its ministry will you be part of this fall?
Peace, my friends…Tim

Registration for the next Women’s Retreat scheduled for September 17-18 has officially opened! There
will be a cap of 35 guests, and 10 of those spots will be held for St. Paul’s members. As with the past retreats,
registrations will be accepted on a first come, first served basis. There is a possibility that this retreat will fill up
quickly so plan to register as soon as you can! We will start a wait list if needed. Applications are available online
and outside the church office.
We ask that everyone be in prayer for our retreat team during the planning stages and during the retreat. We also ask for prayers for those women that God has called to go as a guest on the retreat.
Please note that someone is officially “in” when the completed application has been turned in with a $50
deposit to the church office. Please call the church office for any questions.

St. Paul’s Financial Report
Year End June 2015
General Fund Income $368,611

General Fund Expense $368,323

If you have not turned in a 2015 Pledge Estimate card and would like to do so, please call Kathy 322-4454

Circle of Friends Circle - We will meet on August 9 in the Parlor at 5:00p.m. Join us!
Joy Circle - We will not resume our meetings until September.
Harmony Circle—We will not resume our meetings until September.
Mary Henry Circle - We will not resume our meetings until September.
A group of 8 ladies attended our Beach Retreat to Orange Beach June 24-28. Each
person in the group led one of the study sessions on prayer. The study was written
by Debbie Cuthbert and entitled "Pathways to Prayer." The group learned about
praying the Scriptures, breath prayers, prayer walking, prayer journaling and other
ways to enhance their prayer life. The group of women had a great time through
prayer, study, and fellowship....with a few tough rounds of "Catchphrase" thrown in!

The St. Paul's United Methodist UMW held their annual summer salad luncheon June
23 at the home of president Monica Cagle. Members of all circles enjoyed the opportunity for fellowship and a delicious lunch to which all the participants contributed. The
group was especially excited to hear about the successful annual May chicken salad
luncheon and how the money made there would be used. Over $7,000 was raised from
the chicken salad plates and the silent auction to donate to local missions! Recipients this
year will be Mercy Ministries, Wellspring, ARCO, Grace Place, Ronald McDonald House,
Rays of Sonshine, Christian Commmunity Ministries, Desiard Street Shelter, Hope Restored, Project 41, and Smiles Park. Our UMW members were joined by many others in
our church (including some men!) who gave of their time and talents to make this event
possible, and all volunteers are greatly appreciated.

In June, 27 youth and adults went to Mt. TOP (Tennessee Outreach Program). They helped build stairs, sheds,
and painted. They had fun with others from all over the country. They shared Christ's love with people of the
Cumberland Mountains. They were overwhelmed by Christ's love throughout the week.

All men are invited to join the

Methodist Men for our
monthly meeting at Jade Garden on
Thursday, August 13 at 6:00pm

The UMM, represented by Lynda and Bob
Burns, Brent Chappell, Jake Metzger, and Bill
Funderburk fed 120; people with seconds they
served 163 meals at the DeSiard Street Shelter
in July.
The men plan to serve again this month on
Thursday, August 20. If you would like to help
serve, call Bill Funderburk at 322—6245.

United Methodist Men’s To Do at-the Zoo
Planning is underway for the Annual United Methodist Men’s To Do at-the Zoo which is scheduled for Sunday, October 11, 2015. Any able bodied (or minded) men of St. Paul’s interested in helping out this event which supports
the Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home in Ruston is encouraged to attend our next meeting (see box for details.)

“We are the hands and feet of God”

Grace Place
Located at 1600 Jackson Street, Grace Place serves the needy of South Monroe with food, clothing, counseling and the witness of Jesus Christ. St. Paul’s continues to serve a hot meal at Grace Place on the 2nd Friday of
each month.
Cooking and serving in June and July were Bob and Emily Rash, Mary Lou Blakeman, Dana Taylor, Ellen
Breed, Charlotte Moore, Renie Harrison, Babs and Ray Clary, Bunny Hewitt, Dianne Dollar, Charlotte Gnemi, and
Kathy Wells.
In July a special treat was provided by St. Paul’s Youth. Led by Heath Work, the youth provided snow
cones for everyone who ate at Grace Place.
If you would like to participate in this ministry, contact Kathy Wells
(318-387-0168) or look for the sign up on the bulletin communication card.
The cooking shift is from 9-11 AM and the serving shift is from 11-1:30.
Dates for the remainder of the year are August 14, September 11, October Heath Work
9, November 13, and December 11.
Join us in being the hands and feet of God!

HEALTH KITS!
Answering a call from the Louisiana Conference, St. Paul’s prepared 100 Health Kits for
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) to be used around the world in places of
greatest need. (kits include: hand towel, wash
cloth, nail file, toothbrush, comb, bath soap, nail
clippers, band-aids.) Health kits provide basic

necessities to people who have been forced to leave their homes because of human conflict or natural disaster.
Health kits are also used as learning tools in personal hygiene, literacy, nutrition, and cooking classes .
Thank you ST. Paul’s for helping to assemble the kits and for your generous donations to cover the cost.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

’
On Friday, July 10, under the direction of Heath Work, several of our Youth group ventured out to Grace Place Mission to hand out refreshing Sno-Cones to the folks who
showed up for lunch. This is one of the many mission projects our youth undertake.
It is certainly the coolest!
As Heath has made the decision to continue on in his position in the classroom, we
are therefore in need of a new full-time youth leader. Please be in prayer for our
youth program as we continue the search for that one individual who is called to lead
our eager group in the years to come.
Thurman and I want to express how grateful we are to all of
the wonderful members of St. Paul’s for the cards and words of
congratulations regarding our 70th anniversary. We have been

members of St. Paul’s for nearly 50 years and are thankful for
all of our St. Paul’s friends and family.

Thurman and Nadine Potts

On Wednesday, June 10, Jill Mouk and Lisa Keyes led a group of 15 3rd and 4th graders
on a field trip to learn about missions and taking care of one another. After a fun lunch
at McDonald's, the group visited the Food Bank, the Ronald McDonald House, and the
River City Humane Society for Cats. Upon returning to the church the group prepared
100 bags for Meals on Wheels. It was a great time of learning and fun for our youngest
missionaries!

River City
Humane Society
for Cats

the Food Bank
of Northeast
Louisiana
the Ronald
McDonald House

St. Paul’s Softball
IMAGES FROM THE FIELD

Confirmation Parent Meeting
Sunday, August 30
4:00pm in the Parlor
It’s that time of year! Sixth grade confirmation classes will begin next month. During this
32 week series of classes, students will learn about John Wesley, Holy Communion, Baptism,
grace, the Social Principles of the Methodist church and much more! This is a time when students learn to take responsibility for their own faith. Lessons about prayer, salvation, and living a
life to follow Jesus Christ are also taught to nurture students into relationship with Christ.
If you would like to know more about St. Paul’s Confirmation classes, please contact Jill
Mouk by phone (322-4454 or 318-381-0609) or by email jillmouk@hotmail.com, and come to
the meeting on Sunday, August 30 in the parlor near the traditional sanctuary.

We would like to extend a very grateful thank you to all who
have shared with us the fruits and veggies from their gardens.
Everything was delicious and very much appreciated.
Tim & Linda Beth Neutstifter
MEALS ON WHEELS
Cream of Mushroom soup
Cream of Chicken soup
Rotel tomatoes
Diced tomatoes
Sweet green peas
pop-top cans of Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup
Lg. Gal. cans cut green beans (Sam’s)
Lg. Gal. cans tropical fruit (Sam’s)
1 lb. boxes Velveeta cheese
1 lb. boxes Angel Hair spaghetti

GRACE PLACE
Cans of green beans
Cans of tropical or mixed fruit
Bags of parboiled rice

RAYS OF SONSHINE
Remember to bring a bag of dry beans to drop in the donation basket the first Sunday of the month. Bring the bag forward on your
way to receive communion. Baskets are located near the altar.

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church
1901 Lexington Ave.
Monroe, LA
71201
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our sponsors:
Paulen Luttgeharm Ins Agcy Inc
Paulen Luttgeharm, Agent
2116 Forsythe Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201
Bus: 318-388-2450
State Farm, Bloomington, IL
1211999

Dansby’s
Taylor Rental
2102 Forsythe Avenue
(318)323-0600
taylorrentalmonroela.com

