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From Pastor Mary Lou
We’ve all seen the recent developments in
Additionally, the culture treats children like
our day that just don’t align with the way things
adults more now than they ever have.
used to be. The statistics used to be that more than
We cannot assume that the youth of the 70’s
half of our country consisted of followers of Christ.
and
80’s
are the same as the youth of 2016. They are
There used to be a time when we could freely speak
different.
They need a different style of church to fit
about prayer, Jesus or sin without much criticism or
their
different
personas. If you don’t agree, just look
debate. Before, in the 70’s, 80’s and even 90’s, the
at
the
numbers
of youth walking away from church
Christian seemed to be the majority. Mega
and
never
coming
back All of the researchers agree
Churches, national days of prayer and para-church
that somewhere in the neighborhood of 70-80% of
organizations led the way, but now we have seen a
young people growing up in the church are leaving
radical shift in that culture. We are seeing a great
church.
shift into something increasingly more un Christian.
Today, people lack knowledge of the bible.
In the 21st century, church is dying. Less
Many have no clue what the bible says about key
people are going to church now than ever before.
issues. They have been fed this watered down
Young people especially have completely
Christianity for so long they don’t know who Jesus
abandoned traditional biblical principles in favor of
really is and what the Gospel really says. As we
the new ‘tolerance culture’. This new culture is a
prepare St. Paul’s for a new future with a new
pluralistic, therapeutic one that says everything, no
pastoral leader we will need to assimilate to the 21st
matter what, is tolerated and accepted by all, with
century.
one exception. If we look back to the 70’s or 80’s
or even early 2000’s we will see the most rapid
The art of sharing the true gospel has been lost
cultural shift our nation has ever seen. In the last 15
in our day. We must hold fast to the teachings of
-20 years, culture has shifted more than it had in the
scripture and call people to faith in Jesus. Teach them
previous 100 years. Christianity is downright hated
that their salvation was secured the day Jesus died on
in today’s culture.
the cross. God wants God’s loving, unconditional
grace proclaimed to all.
Many older people have something around
them I call the “Church Bubble”. Many were raised
We learn to do ministry in the culture of the
st
in the church, serve in the church, all of their
21 century for this new generation. Older, Godly
friends are part of a church and all of the activities
people should be humble and assimilate their church
they do are church related. These people have few
to what helps people get want to learn of Jesus and
if any non-Christian friends; they only read
his unconditional lov. Our processes and method of
Christian media and watch Christian friendly
church is secondary to people learning Jesus’ love.
programming. SO when they read the idea that
We must alter our church to fit the 21st
culture is changing, they vehemently disagree. They
century. This does not mean the word of God
have no clue what it means that things are
Changes one bit, but that if we need to become more
changing, and to them, we still are a strong
technologically sound, get a better website, use social
Christian nation. I encourage anyone in the Church
media and get more modern décor, then we should do
Bubble to step out and take a look around. Do we
it for the sake of the Gospel and the generations the
really believe that if we asked 10 people to come
church has lost
forward in a grocery store that 7-8 of them would
We need to quit feeding and tending to the
say they are a bible believing Christian? We must
same
sheep
for 20 years and instead make that sheep
look at the sobering facts of reality.
a co-laborer and a disciple that can go serve the lost.
As I work with the St. Paul’s congregation,
Non-Christians are out there waiting. We often let our
I hear the calls of some to continue pressing on
ministry turn in on itself. Its time to turn our
with what we have been doing the last 30 years,
ministries outward and be instruments for Jesus in his
particularly with young people. Unfortunately,
work to those outside of our church.
everything in the culture is giving us a plain,
relaxed, no pressure way of doing things.
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We have forgotten that God sends the Holy Spirit to teach and lead us? We need to remember that the God of the Universe is greater than any culture and any strong spirit? I think
it’s time we pretend Jesus is in charge and we do as he asks, to boldly proclaim the gospel in
His name. We have shared the gospel for too long. Sharing it worked for a season. But we must
return to proclaiming the gospel.
The new church we must present to the lost is not anything spectacular or crazy, and let
us hold fast to the teaching of Jesus, let the Holy Spirit do its work.
I continue to be frustrated with what I see as people wanting to keep the status quo at St.
Paul’s, an unwillingness to try something new and being willing to fall into the same old rut of
going down the same old path—getting older with the membership dwindling at each death
and each graduation. Instead of complacency, please help me to try to bring this church into
the 21st century. Your thoughts, ideas and tolerance would be welcome.
Pastor MaryLou
President’s Remarks
After nearly 78 years of life on this planet; 65 or so years as a confirmed Lutheran; 52
years as an ordained Lutheran minister—25 in active parish ministry; one thing I’ve never
done is serve as a layperson on a church council, and certainly not as the president of a
congregational council. So, after Tuesday evening, August 8, that changed. It is now my
privilege and challenge to do the best possible job in serving St. Paul’s Lutheran Family as
President.
I will be learning a lot over the next weeks, months, and years. I know that I have a
considerable amount of work to do as the congregation gets ready to celebrate 50 years of
existence here in Carson City, and as we work together to receive new pastor leader to help us
in our service of one another and the whole community. I want to see us grow in our in-reach:
reaching in one to another as we share our life’s joys and challenges; and reaching out to our
community, sharing the love we have experienced through our relationship with our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.
Because we are human beings, I know that we will never be completely “of one mind.”
But I hope we can continually move in the direction of acceptance of one another even when
we may not be in perfect agreement. All of us learn to do certain things in certain ways. We
can find change for what we consider normal and routine to be unsettling, if not terrifying.
Hopefully, as we move forward as a congregation we can move toward accepting the views
and likes of others not as threatening, but as enhancing our own experiences.
One specific challenge I want to bring to your attention is that at the ELCA Pacific
Sierra Synod in Reno on the first Sunday in June a surprise gift was given to St. Paul’s
Lutheran Family of Carson City. A grant of $5,000 was given to St. Paul’s with the
understanding that the funding was to be used to enhance the congregation’s involvement in
community
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President’s Remarks (cont)
A report is to be given in the next
assembly next May. We want to receive creative
ideas of who to use the funding. I am tasked
with the responsibility of gathering a few to help
with the organizing of this effort. If you are
interested, please call me (883-1548) or send an
email (dcthun505@aol.com).
I hope this project will be only one way in
which we can develop our outreach ability. I’m
sure that as we go forward we will find many
ways to enrich and enhance our love and service.
–
Doug Thunder, Council President

SYMBOLS

CHRISTIAN

The Christian church has long been symbolized
by a ship. While the Old Testament tells of Noah’s Ark preserving righteous people during the
flood, the New Testament recounts Jesus calming the storm that battered the disciple’s fishing
boat. St. Ambrose described the church as a
ship with the cross as its mast, and others have
compared salvation to being drawn out of the
sea into the safety of the church (ship) Indeed.
Many large churches are constructed to represent a big boat, with the main worship space
called the nave—Latin for ship.
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WELLNESS COMMITTEE
Sadly there are numerous families/
children within our community with limited
resources to provide the basic needs to
attend school. These are such items as a
backpack, pencil sharpener, crayons, as well
as a jacket or shoes. The Wellness
Committee is seeking your comments and
support as to how our church may provide
assistance to those less fortunate children in
our community. Our church members have
been extremely generous in the past.
There is a need for consistency in this
community outreach program and the
committee will be working with the Carson
City School Advocate (who confers with the
school nurses to identify the specific
children and their needs) on how we at St.
Paul’s can provide effective support. There
has also been a discussion on formalizing
this program into one with a tax write-off
for donations.
Currently, the committee is working with
the Advocate to provide some immediate
needs that will be posted on the bulletin
board every other week. Because of the
weather, jackets and shoes are in critical
need and the most costly item. We will
provide a posting of sizes needed for jackets
(girls or boys) along with shoes. If you put
your initials by an item you are committed
to provide the item within the next week.
There will also be posted a list for:
Backpacks, boy or girl
Pencil sharpeners, crayons and folders
Paper
Other school supplies
Thanks a bunch,
Betty Razor

PLEASE HELP!
We know that changes happen all the
time so would you please remember to update
information with the office regarding your address, phone number, birthdays and E-Mail addresses (optional) when they change? In order
to be accurate for our general record-keeping
and the newsletter we need your updates.
Thanks so much,
Renee

The current youth who are serving as
Acolyte’s are going to have an Adult
Acolyte training on Sunday, Sept. 18, once
at 9:00 am and the second time at 10:00 am
before the 2nd service.

Have a great Labor Day

The Youth are also going to be again
doing a Youth Sunday Service on Sunday,
October 2, 2016.
This should be an
enjoyable and uplifting experience.
LEE GROUP
The first meeting of the LEE
GROUP in the new “activities year” will be
Thursday, September 1 at 11:30 a.m. in St
Paul’s Friendship Hall.
“LEE” is the nickname for “Life
Enrichment for Everyone, “ or more
commonly, “Lutheran Eager Eaters.” All
retired and/or grandparents’ generation
people are invited.
The menu will be a Lasagna, salad
and french bread. Please bring a passing
dish of your own choosing: meat, chicken,
potatoes, casseroles, vegetables, salads,
breads, desserts, etc.
Please come and enjoy the friendship
and fellowship (and food, of course). If
you have questions, please call Bev
Steinert (883-6096) or Doug Thunder (8831548)

WORKING PROPERTY CREW NEEDED!!

There are numerous duties on the property
that can be accomplished by all of us if we
can take the time to come down for a couple
hours to do some clean-up. We have sagebrush and weeds that need to be knocked or
mowed down on the side of the building/
parking lot. There is sagebrush that was removed in the back and needs to be hauled
away. This is only a small sample of he
items. So, please consider giving some of
your time to make these things happen. This
will make our church shine and be the very
special place that we all know.
If you have questions, please call the office.
Or just show up anytime and go to work!
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WELCA NEWS
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR THE TACO
SUPPER WED. SEPTEMBER 7TH
5:30 P.M.
THERE WILL BE A SHORT
PRESENTATION ABOUT THE
TALKING BOOKS PROGRAM AT
THE STATE LIBRARY.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS WILL BE
DISCUSSED.

BACK-TO-SCHOOL HUMOR







NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 30, 2016

Summer is Over. Time to officially
remember what day of the week it is!
“Labor Day” is a glorious holiday
because your child will be going back
to school the next day.
Receiving new textbooks, one student to
another: “Psst. How do you turn this
thing on?”
Parent: “What did you learn today?”
Kindergartner: Not enough. I have to
go back
tomorrow.

Don’t forget! Next years
Rummage sale
will be here before we know.
Save your goods and help
us make it as good as last year,
maybe better!

Come, meet, welcome and get to know our
mew members and join in the fellowship
and celebration.
If you are not a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Faily and would like to become a
member, please call the church office and
talk to Pastor MaryLou.

Volunteers are needed to be counters after
each worship service. This is a super way
you can help out and it doesn’t usually take
more than about fifteen minutes. Won’t you
please sign-up on the sheet in the hallway?
Training is provided.
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September Birthdays
GRANDPARENT’S DAY IS
SUNDAY, September 11,
2016. So, in addition to our
other Celebrations that day for
Rally Day Sunday, don’ forget
your Grandparent’s and all the
wonderful things they do for
you..

September 2-Joan Yeskie
September 3-Carol Kalleras
September 3-Judy Webster
September 4-Lindsay Chowanski
September 9-Caroll Massie
September 10-Sharon Melsheimer
September 13-Renee Woslum
September 14-Nathan Miller
September 19-Jim Rud
September 21-Jane Johns
September 22-Jennifer Coughlin
September 27-Jere Schultz
September 30-Karen Gould

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rest and Rainbows
Sometime’s it’s important to
work for that pot of gold. But other
times it’s essential to take time off
and to make sure that your most important decision in the day simply
consists of choosing which color to
slide down on the rainbow.

Pastor MaryLou’s Luther an
Course is starting up for another
session starting on Sunday,
September 18 during the Sunday
School hour. Cost is-$18 which is a
donation for materials. Registration
forms available on the Narthex
counter.
NEW MEMBER/Confirmation
Sunday will be Sunday, October 30,
2016. Please mark your calendars for
this special day as we welcome our
new members and new Confirmands.
A special reception will be held that
day after the 10:30 service.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Sept. 4 – 8:00 a.m. Louise Griffith
9:30 a.m. Linda Wilson & Judy McPhail
Sept. 11– 8:00 a.m. TBD
10:30 a.m. Renee Woslum, Holly McPhail
Sept/ 18—8:00 a.m. TBD
10:30 a.m. TBD
Sept. 25– 8:00 a.m. TBD
10:30 a.m. TBD

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Jerry, Brandon (Luterick), Heather Joyner
(Johnson), Samuel (Weirton and
Osterhold), Peter (Elverum), Tim
(Gridley), Sarah (McGee), Olivia
(Lesperance), Jason (Coleman), Tom,
Michael, Justin, Carlos Armando (Cortes)
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS:
Andy (Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina
(Sherman), Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)

GREETERS (10:30 a.m.)
September 4-Judy McPhail
September 11-Mary Neumann
September 18-Judy Lowther
September 25-Susie Anderson

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Our
Call Committee, J ennifer, J ohn, Har r y,
Peggy S., Roy T., Michael, Julie, Eileen,
James, Helen, George, Caroll, Joe,
Harold, Jane, Betty Ray, Diane L.,
Kennedy, Betty, Frank, Greg, Peggy S.,
Nellie, Debbie.

READERS – 8:00 a.m.
September 4-Cheryl Kinder
September 11-Vera Logie
September 18-Gloria Randle
September 25-Don Kovisto

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: ;
Earl (Bev Gutzman’s brother recovering
from serious stroke); Stan Bernette (Joan
Yeskie’s brother-in-law, with leukemia);
Cassie Cortes (cancer ); Angelo
DeFelice (adapting to new hear t
medication); Robin and her family;
Caroll Massie & family (pr ayer s for
the loss of Bill); Colin & Judy McPhail’s
daughter Heidi & children. Sandy
Tucker’s son. Dennis Coleman (major
surgery); Don Kovisto (undergoing
medical procedures); David Wilson
(major back injury-awaiting diagnosis);
Pastor MaryLou’s brother -in-law
(upcoming surgery on 9/19/16); Doris
Howell and family (loss of her sister
Diane)

READERS – 10:30 a.m.
September 4-Hope Chowanski (9:30)
September 11-Susan Misner
September 18-Linda Wilson
September 25-Judy McPhail
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A Note from Michelle Powers-St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Bell Choir director
It is with geat enthusiasm that I accept the part time position of Handbell Choir Director
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family . What an honor! I am really looking forward to the future and
excited to meet everyone and get the year started!
Here is a little information for you. My name is Michelle; I grew up here in Carson City.
I went to Fritsch Elementary, Carson Jr. High school and Carson High School.. My last name
while gowing to school was Hicks—Iwas affectionately known in the neighborhood as “one of
the Hicks kids” - there were six of us.
Since this is a music related position let me give you some of my music background . My
first music teacher was Nancy Mielke. I remember well the days in her class learning “ta” and
“te-te-ta” and square dancing. My first band teacher in elementary school was Richard Doede-I
started playing the flue in 6th grade and have not stopped. My high school band teacher was
Mr. Birch-when he got mad the vein on his forehead would protrude. I also had Mr, Holloway
ad Mr. Iselin (not sure of the spelling)—there were many changes in band teachers when I went
to high school.
I continued my music at UNR many moons ago and here is the important part..that is
when I started playing handbells! My brother-in=law at the time was director for a church choir
in Reno and he needed substitute ringers. That is how it always gets started.! They ask you to
sub and that is the end of the story. You are hooked and and I have been playing bells ever
since. I am currently director of another handbell choir in the area. And have been playing on
and off with the premier local ensemble named Tintabulations..maybe you have heard of them?
Check them out on line—they are fun to watch!
Now, you might ask, what brings me to you? Well, life being what it is, all those years
ago I started at UNR but did not finish. What I did do was raise four children, one still at home,
mostly as a single mom. A couple years ago I was sharing with my young son that I was thinking of going back to college and finishing what I started. In all the wisdom of youth, he says to
me, “Oh, you are a college drop-out?” Ouch! Well that got me thinking some more and happily
to say, I have gone back to finish what I have started. I was able to get my AA degree at Western Nevada college and then just last semester started back to UNR to finish my Bachelor in
Music Education.
Now here is the scary part. On faith I have had to let go of my daytime job because the
classes I need to take to finish are all held during the day , ut still needing to pay my bills was
looking for part time positions to get me through school. This is where you came in with divine
intervention and part time work available-music related no less! Divine intervention I tell you!
God is Great!
Again, I am excited to get started and looking forward to making new friends, building
new relationships and praising God through all things,, Handbell music!
Sincerely,
Michelle Powers
mrees@nevada.unr.edu
775-720-1916 (cell))
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President ̶ Doug Thunder ̶ 883-1548
Vice President ̶ Tom Gesick ̶ 443-8744
Secretary ̶ Charlotte LaCombe ̶ 721-0514
Treasurer ̶ Gloria Randle ̶ 884-3253
Financial Secretary ̶ Holly McPhail ̶
443-6639
Stewardship Committee ̶ Nathan Miller,
Council Liaison ̶ 883-3194;
Christian Education Committee ̶ Charlotte
LaCombe, Council Liaison ̶ 721-0514
Chair (vacant)
Structural Property Committee ̶ Bill
Sandell, Council Liaison ̶ 246-5439;
Chair (vacant)
Coordinating Design Committee ̶ Tom
Gesick, Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744;
Jean Russell, Chair ̶ 882-6710
Fellowship Committee ̶ Bill Sandell,
Council Liaison ̶ 246-5439; Chair
(vacant)
Wellness Committee ̶ Jean Opperman,
Council Liaison ̶ 885-0899; Betty
Razor, Chair ̶ 841-2208
Worship Life Committee Leonard
Frederick, Council Liaison ̶ Judy
McPhail, Co-Chair ̶ 841-7620
Youth Ministry Committee ̶ Tom Gesick,
Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744; Traci
Angel, Youth Director ̶ 721-5495
Finance Committee ̶ Gloria Randle,
Treasurer ̶ 884-3253
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ANNUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL RALLY DAY
CELEBRATIION

Heavenly Handbells Resume!
Summer is over and the Bell Choir will
resume Monday practices starting on
Monday, September 12, 2016. at 6:00 pm.
Please come and meet our new director,
Michelle Powers and join us for a really
different experience in music!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 FROM 2 PM
TO 4 PM
WE WILL HAVE FUN ACTIVITES, GAMES,
ICE CREAM SOCIAL COMPLETE WITH
SUNDAES AND ICE CREAM CONES!
PLEASE COME AND DON’T MISS OUT ON
A VISIT FROM “FRANkIE” ThE FUNDraiser !
On Sunday, September 11 during the
Sunday school hour we will continue our celebration complete
with going to the 10:30 service for
some special blessings and

CHOIR PRACTICE RESUMES

recognitions!

After the summer off, the adult choir
will be resuming practice as well as the
Handbell group. Their pratices actually
begin on Wednesday, August 31, 2016 at
6:30 pm and then successive Wednesdays following that We look forward to
the wonderful singing and bells selections as the summer services have been
too quiet! Karin Randle is the director.
Come out and see what they are all
about!
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