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From Pastor Mary Lou 

There are three different phases in any and 

every time of change:  

 

The way things were  

The time of transition  

The way things will be  

 

The first phase, the way things were, is very 

real to us. We were there. We recall the taste, 

the sights, the smells, the sounds, and the 

feel of it. We experienced it. We remember 

the reality. In contrast, the things that will be 

are in the future: We can neither taste, see, 

hear, nor feel, the future. The future is unreal 

to us. There is no reality to experience nor to 

remember. It is invisible to us. 

That is why the second phase, the time of 

transition, is the most painful. All we have is 

loss. We lost the way things were… but we 

have not yet entered the future. We aren’t 

where we used to be, and we aren’t where 

we will be. We are nowhere. Nothing. 

Emptiness. 

In the time of transition, like the disciples at 

the time of the crucifixion, we find ourselves 

confused, sad, and fearful. For the disciples, 

all they had was loss. The great times of the 

past were gone. No more turning water into 

wine. No more walking on water. No more 

miracles and parables. Sure, Jesus had told 

them that great ministry was ahead… a 

greater experience of God than they’d yet 

experienced, but those were just words. The 

future had not arrived, so it was both out of 

sight and out of mind. Looking back, we 

know that the power of the resurrection and 

the coming of the Spirit were about to be  
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theirs. But they couldn’t look back – nor could 

they look ahead. All they had, at that time, 

was the middle phase, the time of transition. 

The most painful time. The time of nothing. 

All loss, no gain. 

So what did the disciples do, during their time 

of transition?  

They prayed. They drew nearer to God. They 

sought the closeness and comfort of God’s 

loving, gracious presence. Jesus had taught 

them to think of God as Abba (“Papa”). So 

they climbed up into Papa’s lap, wrapped their 

little arms around Papa, and listened to Papa’s 

gentle and loving voice: “Shhh, it’s alright, it’s 

alright. I’m here. I’m with you. Everything 

will be alright.” 

It will be alright. But “will be” isn’t now. It’s 

future. You cannot touch or see the future. So 

“it will be alright” doesn’t comfort very much 

in the middle phase, the transition phase of all 

loss and no gain. But, even though the words 

may not help, the presence does. The presence 

of God can be comforting, nourishing, 

assuring, warm and sweet. Crawling up into 

Papa’s arms, sitting on Papa’s lap is the way to 

negotiate the painful middle phase of 

transition. 

So, as we begin the interview phase of the call 

process at St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, let us 

follow the disciples. Pray. Draw nearer to 

God. Seek the closeness and comfort of God’s 

loving, gracious presence. You may even find 

that in God’s presence, the middle stage of 

transition may become the most powerful and 

nourishing phase of all. 

Pastor Mary Lou 
 

http://www.stpaulsluthfamily.com/
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*********************************************************************************** 

President’s Corner 
I think we can safely say that SUMMER IS HERE, YEAH!! Wasn’t sure when the temps dipped 

down into the 60’s mid-June. Have a safe and fun summer whether at home or traveling. 

As your interim Council President it has been a very busy month. I had been sitting in with the 

church secretary learning the day to day operations of the office and helping with small tasks 

when Ken announced at the end of the May council meeting he was resigning. 

 I started the month of June by filling in for the church secretary for a couple of days, then 

I attended the LEE luncheon held June 2nd.  On Sunday June 5th it was a very humbling 

experience to officiate over both services, due to our Interim Pastor attending the Sunday 

service officiated by Bishop Eaton at the Synod Assembly in Reno.  June 6th I attended the 

WELCA meeting where they gave a benevolence of $4,000 to various charities. 

Moving forward, I worked with the church secretary to prepare the materials for the 

Congregational meeting held Sunday June 12th.  The meeting was called to order at 10:30AM 

and ended at 11:40 AM. Business conducted was the recognition of St Paul’s Lutheran Family’s 

Standing committee chairmen and their members, thanking them for their time and service; 

congratulating our newly elected council members, Charlotte LaCombe, Leonard Frederick and 

Doug Thunder; the approval of the proposed budget for fiscal year 2016-2017; and the second 

and final approval vote of the proposed amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws. The 

minutes of the congregational meeting will be posted on the bulletin board. 

At our council meeting held on Tuesday June 14, with the patience and hard work by the 

council members, we got through a very heavy agenda. One of the agenda items that quite a 

few members are curious about is the purchase proposal by CBRE for the church property.  

The proposal, which is exhibit P, is available in the church secretary’s office. The motion was 

made to table this item and the Council should independently investigate the value of the 

Church property. The minutes will be posted after they are approved, at the July council 

meeting. Another agenda item, regarding the church sound system, was discussed. It was 

recommended an ad hock committee be formed to review and make recommendations. Since 

our meeting, Jay Olshen has agreed to be on the committee and Glenn Larson has agreed to 

work with Jay. If there is anyone who would like to work with Jay and Glenn, please give them 

a call. The Council would like to have recommendations by the August council meeting. 

In conclusion I would like to remind the incoming and outgoing council members, about the 

combination council retreat and council meeting on Saturday July 16th where one of the council 

agenda items will be the election of new officers for 2016-2017. 

Have a safe and fun 4th of July 

Peace Be with You, 

Linda Wilson, Interim President 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

.  Please join us in September as we  

will be starting back after the summer 

is over and we welcome your ideas! 

Next meeting scheduled will be 

 announced in the August newsletter 

The committee is a active one and needs 

a chairman if you are interested! 

 

WORSHIP LIFE COMMITTEE 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS for 

these dates and our next meeting which will 

be Sunday, July 17 after the 9:30 service at 

11:00 a.m. 

 

BEGINNING SUNDAY JUNE 19, 2016 

AND ENDING on Rally Sunday, (2nd Sun-

day in September) THE NEW SUMMER 

SCHEDULE FOR SUMMER SERVICES 

WILL BE with communion: 

               1st service -   8:00 a.m. 

               2nd service -  9:30 a.m. 

 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

NEW MEMBERS:  Hey! If you have ever 

wondered how you could be a part of the 

really hip group that coordinates Sunday cof-

fee hour, midweek potlucks, and church pic-

nics, now’s your chance.  The Fellowship 

Committee is looking for some new blood.  

Are you the type ? If so, call Bev Gutzman at 

882-6528. 

 

SUMMER MID-WEEK POTLUCKS  

starting Wednesday, June 29 thru Aug. 3:  

 The real fun (as in food) begins promptly at 

6:00 p.m. with a potluck.  Fellowship Com-

mittee provides the meat and you bring your 

favorite summer salad, bread or dessert.  If 

you must, we will accept vegetables.  Follow-

ing dinner, Pastor Mary Lou will conduct a 

healing service without communion. 

. 
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LEE GROUP    
 

The Lee Group (Life Enrichment for 

Everyone aka Lutheran Eager Eaters) will 

hold its monthly luncheon again starting in 

September on the first Thursday, 

September 1, 2016, starting at 11:30 a.m. 

We take the months of July and August off 

during the summer.  All are welcome to 

attend this social gathering.   

 

  

 
Tips for Home Safety While You're Away 
 

 Nnotify a neighbor of your departure and 

return dates 

 Don't publicize your travel/vacation plans 

 Leave contact number with neighbor 

 Arrange for someone to pick up newspapers, 

mail, etc. or contact U.S. Postal Service  to put 

a hold on your mail 

 Close and lock all windows and doors (include 

garage and/or gate doors) 

 Consider timers to turn on outside and inside 

lights automatically and various times 

throughout the night 

 Unplug all unnecessary appliances (i.e., TV's, 

stereos, PC's) 

 Lock all jewelry, important papers, currency 

and other valuable portables in a safe place in a 

safe deposit box or a home safe 

 
 

 

 PROPERTY - HELP  NEEDED!! 

Since our Property committee has retired we 

are in need of volunteers.  If you are 

interested please contact a member of 

council or  the church secretary. 

WELLNESS /OUTREACH   
 

*****Summer Wellness Tips & Ideas ******** 

 

 

Carson City Parks & Recreation 
        - Easy Walk Program 

            . Contact: Donna Inversin:  315-6763 

            . Free easy paced, on level ground, 1 hour  

  walks 

            . Meets every Tuesday morning, 8 am  

              Contact:  Donna Inversin 775/315-6763 

             

        - Carson Aquatic Facility 

            . Roop Street and William (Hwy 50), across 

from the library 

            . Next to Community Center  

            . Contact:  887-2242 

            . Lap swim 

            . Open swim 

            . Parent/Tot pool 

            . Therapy pool 

            . Weight room 

            . Water fitness classes 
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WELCA 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Family 

Our Summer Salad Supper was served on Monday 

June 6th. Eleven hungry ladies attended.  The main 

order of business was to distribute money raised by 

the congregation to a variety of charities, organiza-

tions and others. Donations went to: 
 

CHS Speech & Debate Team   $150  

CHS Safe Grad Night    $100 

 FISH - Richard's Crossing    $500 

Computer Corp Camp     $350 

Stitchers       $200 

St. Paul's 50th Anniversary Party    $300 

Gift Certificates for walk-ins requesting  

assistance (99 Cent Store)     $200 

Food for Thought     $200 

Camp TLC       $200 

Advocates to End Domestic Violence  $100 

Alzheimer's Assn of Northern Nevada   $100 

Austin House       $100 

Meals on Wheels     $200 

LWR (Lutheran World Relief)    $200 

Circles Initiative      $200 

Central Lyon Youth Center     $200 

Ron Wood       $250 

CASA       $100 

Gentive Hospice      $100 

St. Mary's Hospice      $100 

Mt. Cross      $100 

Rwanda School      $100 

CC Children's Museum     $100 

Students in Transition    $100 

Sierra Pacific Synod of WELCA  $ 36.50   

 

In addition to this $4286.50 that was donated at this 

time, over the course of the year, WELCA gave addi-

tional donations to charitable groups in the amount of 

$546.   Thus St. Paul’s Lutheran Family spread joy in 

the form of $$$ in the amount of $4832.50.  Thanks to 

all members who made this possible.   

 

 Election of officers was postponed until Sept. 7th  

when we meet again for the annual taco supper.  The 

nominating committee was unable to find anyone to 

fill any office. So please ladies, volunteer!  No office 

is time consuming.  Here are the basic duties: 

 

 President:  presides over meetings. (three busi-

ness meetings a year.) 

  

 Vice President: Assists members of WELCA 

to provide programs with interest to our con-

gregation and community.   

 

 This past year we presented information about 

the  Carson River Water Shed, the history of 

Dayton, had a speaker from Circles, and we 

honored military women of our congregation.   

Each of these was hosted by a different person. 

(If anyone has a favorite subject they would 

like to have a program on, please speak up.)  

 

 Secretary: Takes minutes of three business 

meetings. 

 

 Treasurer: Collects donations and disperses 

funds. 

 

We raise money with the Chili Cook-off and the Rum-

mage Sale to distribute to different charities.   We 

sponsor a Bible study in January. We sponsor a 

Mother’s Day Tea which is served by the Youth 

Group.  We serve funerals and other special events as 

requested.   

 

Ladies, please mark your calendars for Sept 7th and  

ponder in your  hearts about becoming an officer 

of this important organization. 

 

Carol Kalleres, President of WELCA   
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STITCHERS GROUP 

  

 The next Quilt Marathon Day will 

be Tuesday, July 26, 2016 from 9 am to 

3 pm in Friendship Hall.  Please bring a 

sack lunch and something to drink.  

Coffee will be provided. 

 After Mother’s Day, 25 quilts and 

bags, 6 sets of bonnets and booties and 6 

baby blankets were donated to the 

Advocates to End Domestic Violence 

Shelter.  Thanks to everyone who helped 

make them.  You 

are the 

GREATEST!  

 

Sarah Jevne, 

Chairman 

Ph# 882-3240 

  

 Summer is here and we are 

working towards planning for the fall 

and our program activities for Sunday 

School including the Confirmation class. 

(7th—8th grade) 

 A follow-up meeting to the one 

previously held by Pastor MaryLou will 

be held on July 21 at 6:30 pm.  As part 

of this meeting,  I would like to get some 

ideas from the Sunday School teachers 

regarding their curriculum ideas and 

get feedback on if we need something 

new.  There are some advertising ideas I 

need to talk about as well to hopefully 

get the word out in Carson City 

regarding our Sunday school and be 

able to increase attendance. 

 We will also plan Rally Day so if 

you have some new and crazy ideas 

please come prepared to share them.  I 

think if it continues to be so HOT we 

should have an Ice Cream Social 

Sunday!   

 Please mark your calendars for 

this meeting and join us!  Even if you 

were not a teacher or helper before you 

are welcome to check us out and 

possibly join us in the fall. 

 

Have a Cool Summer! 

Renee Woslum  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 19, a special coffee 

hour was held to honor and say Good-

bye to Flo Bilderback who is moving 

back to her hometown in Hayward, Wis-

consin.   We enjoyed a yummy cake and 

other goodies as Flo did tell us some in-

formation about her hometown which 

sounds like a small but very enjoyable 

and active place to live!   

She asked me to give you her new  

address which is effective on July 1, 

2016. 

16101 W. County Hill Rd. 

Hayward, WI 54843-7170 

I will be sending her the newsletter as 

she still would like to know how we are 

doing and has told me she will miss us all 

very much! 

We will miss her too!  Not the same with-

out her here! 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
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JULY BIRTHDAYS    

 

 

 

 

 

July 3-Ryan Kinder 

July 3-Rich Weigel 

July 6-Kimberly VanDyck 

July 7-Shirley Morey 

July 7-Bob Watkins 

July 8-Shawn Anderson 

July 11-Jennifer Overlock 

July 12-Steven Anderson 

July 12-Jeffrey Gesick 

July 12-Kelsey Hamilton 

July 13-Claire Olson 

July 14-Marian Furnari 

July 15-Tom Martin 

July 15-Holly McPhail 

July 17-Helen Rutter 

July 19-Bev Gutzman 

July 23-Heather Azadi 

July 23-Cheryl Kinder 

July 23-Camille Lofaro 

July 24-Melissa Harris 

July 24-Fritz Steinle 

July 25-Marta Marsh 

July 25-Peggy Truttman 

July 26-Scotty York 

July 27-Sonja Fischer 

July 28-Chris Marsh 

July 29-Darlene Lacugna 

July 29-Glendanne Block 

 

 

 

 
  

GUESS WHO IS  CELEBRATING A BIG 

50 THIS TIME NEXT YEAR????  

 

Answer: St Paul’s Lutheran Family 

A Planning committee has been formed with 

Judy Lowther, as Chairman Please call Ph# 

882-5683.  

Also, donations to help fund the event are very 

much appreciated.  If you wish to donate and 

make out a check, please indicate “50th An-

niv” in the memo line.  Stand by for future  

announcements as this will be a premier event 

in the history of St. Paul’s!!  

Have an Idea on a project or an improvement 

within our church and/or property?????? 

Following the few simple instructions below and 

you will be well on your way. 

1. Contact the appropriate church committee to 

discuss and formulate your idea to include 

approximate costs of your project. 

2. Once  your plan is formulated you should 

meet with the Treasurer to assure the proper 

account is chosen to fund your project. 

3.  Finally, after all information is in place then 

your project request is ready to be submitted 

to the council for action. As an additional 

note, whoever is bringing the request to 

council should be someone who is able to 

answer questions regarding the project. 
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SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: 

Jerry, Brandon (Luterick), Ike 

(Moellendorf), Heather Joyner (Johnson), 

Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter 

(Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah 

(McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), Jason 

(Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Carlos 

Armando (Cortes)  

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: 

Andy (Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina 

(Sherman), Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)  

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR:  Our 

Call Committee, Jennifer, John, Harry,  

Roy T., Michael, Julie, Eileen, James, 

Helen, George, Caroll,  Harold, Jane, 

Betty Ray, Diane L., Kennedy, Bill, Betty, 

Frank, Sandy T., Susan M.  

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:   
Debbie;  Earl (Bev Gutzman’s brother 

recovering from serious stroke);  Stan 

Bernette (Joan Yeskie’s brother-in-law, 

with leukemia);  Angelo DeFelice ; 

Oscar & Susie Anderson’s daughter 

Kathlina (prayers for recovery); Peggy 

S. (having more treatments) ; Nellie R.;  

Carr S. (medical testing); Russ Bowton 

(recovering from a stroke); Prayers for 

Cheryl Kinder’s mother, Lila (who is 

undergoing medical testing) 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

July 3-8:00 Gloria Randle & Holly  McPhail 

           9:30 Linda Wilson & Judy McPhail 

July 10- 8:00 Joan & Jere Schultz 

              9:30 Linda Wilson & TBD 

July 17- 8:00 Tom Gesick & Jay Olshen 

              9:30  Renee Woslum 

July 24- 8:00  TBD 

              9:30 Jean Opperman & TBD 

July 31- 8:00                 

    9:30 Judy & Holly McPhail 

                    GREETERS (9:30 a.m.) 

                 July 3-Judy McPhail 

          July 10-Mary Neumann 

                July 17-Kristine Sandmeier 

                July 24-Susan Misner 

                July 31-Peggy Truttman 

                   READERS – 8:00 a.m. 

             July 3-Holly McPhail   

             July 10-Gloria Randle 

    July 17-Jay Olshen 

    July 24-Don Kovisto 

             July 31-Louise Griffith 

                READERS – 9:30 a.m. 

    July 3-Judy McPhail 

    July 10-Sarah Jevne 

    July 17-Susan Misner 

    July 24-Holly McPhail 

   July 31-Linda Wilson 
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The 4th of JULY 

BBQ 

The 4th of July 

BBQ will start at 

6:30pm! The 

youth group will 

provide the food and games! 

Please join us for a great night of 

food and the best seats for the 

fireworks in CARSON CITY! If 

you have any questions please call 

Traci at 721-5495. 

  
 

YOUTH RETREAT 

 Pastor MaryLou will be hosting a 

Youth retreat at the Christ The King Church 

in Tahoe City this summer.  This year’s re-

treat, Find Your Fit, will be a time for the 

youth to learn who they are.  At the retreat, 

we will help attending youth discover how 

God has gifted them in five areas-talents, 

spiritual gifts, personality, values, and pas-

sions and how these gifts add up to who they 

are and why they are here on planet earth and 

what they do best.   Find Your Fit is deep, 

life-changing and FUN!  It will be a humble 

celebration of each youth’s gifts and promote 

thundering applause for God’s graciousness.  

Youth will learn that God is the one behind 

all our gifts. 

 

 

 

 
NEW SUMMER PROJECT?? 

 

 How would you like to learn a new craft 

while doing a project that will benefit someone 

who needs it the most?  We have been in touch 

with a lady that makes 6 ft long mats for home-

less folks to use for sleeping.  The good part is 

that these mats are made from grocery bags.  

The project is that we can learn how to prepare 

the bags for crocheting the mats.  It takes a lot 

of bags and some work to make one mat but it is 

very worthwhile and gratifying to know someone 

who really needs the sleeping mat will make good 

use of it.  Please sign-up and join us for a short 

meeting on Saturday, July 23, 2016 at 10:00 am.  

The lady who introduced this to us will be on hand 

to teach us.  Should be fun, so please join us! 

 Renee                         
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From the Call Committee                               A 9:00 pm Prayer: 

Loving God, 

Be with us and guide us during this time of discernment.  Fill our Interim Pastor, Leaders and Call Com-

mittee with your wisdom.  Keep us mindful of the work you would have us do.  Lead us and guide us, O 

God, to be about the work of establishing your reign here on earth as the search for a new pastor contin-

ues.  Bless all who have taken on extra responsibilities, and fill them with a sense of your love and pres-

ence.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

Thank you to all who join us at 9:00 pm (or at any time) in prayer.  We have come a long ways since June 

2014 and still the Holy Spirit calls us forward to a ministry of proclaiming the Good News of Jesus. 

To highlight where we have been in the call process 

June 2014:  We celebrate Pastor Stan and Elizabeth Pesis retirement 

July-September 2014:  We start the process of looking for an Interim Pastor 

October 2014:  We contract with Pastor Jim Goldsmith as Interim Pastor 

November-December 2014:  Hold Cottage Meetings 

January - July 2015:  Establish a transition team, review Cottage Meeting report and conduct 

interviews of congregation members. 

October 2015:  Congregation elects the Call Committee 

November 2015:  Call committee begins its work on the Ministry Site Profile, including survey-

ing the congregation on some of the key sections 

January 2016:  We say goodbye to Pastor Jim Goldsmith 

February 2016:  Ministry Site Profile is completed and sent to Synod Bishop Mark Holmerud 

for approval and posting on the ELCA website.  (Call Committee takes a sigh of relief) 

March 2016:  We contract with Pastor Mary Lou Petitjean as Interim Pastor 

May 2016:  Call Committee receives names and profiles of four candidates from Bishop Mark 

Holmerud 

So what happens now? 

The Call Committee has reviewed each of the candidate’s written profile and has drafted interview questions.  We 

are in the process of contacting and scheduling a time to meet each candidate online (Skype).  We will hopefully nar-

row the search to one or two candidates and conduct in-person meetings.  From this point, we will either continue the 

call process with one of the candidates or we will ask for another slate of candidates to interview.  If we agree to con-

tinue the process, the Call Committee will ask the Church Council to meet and determine a compensation package.   

The Call Committee then holds a forum to tell the congregation why we believe we have recommended the best can-

didate as Pastor for our congregation.  The forum is also an open question and answer session for the congregation.  

We will ask the selected Pastor to come and meet with council members, staff and a “meet and greet” time with the 

congregation.  During this time, the Call Committee will ask the President of the congregation to call a Congregation 

Meeting.  The agenda will include a vote to extend a call to the candidate and approve the compensation package.  If 

the candidate accepts the call, the papers are signed and it’s official!!!!   

At some point we will say goodbye to Pastor Mary Lou and thank her for all that she has done for us.  We may have 

a few weeks of pulpit supply pastors as we wait for the new Pastor to move to Carson City.  We will then welcome 

and have an installation service of the new Pastor.  

The time line is fuzzy and unpredictable, however, the Call Committee is mindful of the desires of the congregation 

to call a new Pastor as soon as possible.  We continue to pray for discernment, wisdom and patience during this proc-

ess.  It may seem like we are moving very slowly, however our faith continues in believing God is leading us to the 

right person. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Call Committee 

Louise, Traci, Judy, Glenn, Jean, Carol, Sandy 


