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Grace Notes
16

When [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to
read,17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place
where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the
year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”—Luke
4: 16-21
It was early Friday morning, May 25. I was getting
ready to head out for my morning hike, my summertime ritual before heading over to the church. As I
was heading out the door, a notification popped up
on my phone to tell me that there had been a shooting at West Noblesville Middle School, in Noblesville, Indiana. Noblesville, Indiana is only a 45minute drive from Muncie, where my husband Tom
and I lived, and where Tom served as an Episcopal
priest.
I had served as pastor in the Indiana-Kentucky Synod for nearly ten years, so I have many friends and
colleagues over in the Hoosier state. One of my
friends is serving as a pastor of an ELCA church in
Noblesville. I texted my friend, Pastor Teri, to offer
her support and prayers. She responded as I knew
she would. "I'm already at the high school." They
had bused all the kids from the middle school where

the shooting had happened to the high school and
Pastor Teri was there. Thankfully, only two people
were injured, and nobody was killed, in great measure
because of the quick response of one of the teachers.
Like Pastor Teri and the first responders and so many
others who gathered with that community, who entered that community, who came up alongside those
who were suffering – to bear their suffering, to offer
whatever companionship they can offer, to offer them
human touch, human presence – that's what the
church does.
That's who we are. It's who we are called to be.
It's who we are sent to be. It's why Jesus came.
He said it in the temple that Sabbath day so long ago:
"I'm here to set people free. I'm here to move into the
lives of those who cannot see. I am here to proclaim
release to the captives." And then, we saw him do it.
Over and over and over again, Jesus went deep into
the suffering of God's people, of all people, especially
those whom others were not going to be with. "This is
why I came," Jesus said. By entering their suffering,
entering our suffering, our trauma, our sin…by going
deep into the ways in which we hurt and harm one
another and break and shatter human community…by
entering into the depth of it all, going all the way to
Hell. And there, right there in the midst of it all,
somehow, in the amazing wonder and grace of God
that is a mystery beyond my comprehension, new life
was born.
Jesus gathered it all up into his very self, into God's
own self. Our suffering became God's suffering. And,
wonder of wonders, wounded by that suffering himself, Jesus carried it all the way to the cross, entered
the depth of death.
I don't know exactly what happened during the next
couple of days, but I do know this: on the other side
of hell, Jesus left it all wrapped in a white linen on the
floor of an empty tomb and rose up from the dead to
offer new life to the world.
That's what Jesus does and it's what we do because
we are Jesus people.

(cont. on page 2)
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July BIRTHDAYS

Grace Notes (cont)
Over the next several months, our congregation is going to explore what this might look
like in our ministry setting. How are we being
called to enter into the suffering of those on
the margins—especially those of the
LGBTQIA community—who are reaching out
to me, as gay pastor, wondering, “is it really
true…does God love someone like me?” Together, you and I will explore how the risen
Christ meets us where we are—in our suffering, our loneliness, our confusion, our questions—and will not leave us in bondage. We
will explore how the presence of God in our
midsts frees us to give more fully of ourselves, of our time, and of our resources, so
that others who don’t know about Jesus Christ
may experience his presence and love for
themselves.
Sisters and brothers: we have been marked
with that cross on our forehead and sealed forever in the Holy Spirit. The spirit of Jesus is
sealed in our hearts. That spirit shares our suffering, our sin, our pain, our hurt. But that’s
not the end of the story: somehow, in the
midst of it all, that same spirit offers new
life—wounded—but new and everlasting life.
God’s peace,
Pastor Chad Adamik
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LEE GROUP
The LEE Group is on their
Summer break and will be
back to meet in Septermber. Please watch the bulletins and announcements
for the start-up meeting
date & tine and plan to
join this great group of
folks for lunch and other
topics once a month!
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Shirley Morey
Shawn Anderson
Jennifer Overlock
Jeffrey Gesick
Kelsey Hamilton
Claire Olson
Marian Furnari
Holly McPhail
Beverly Gutzman
Heather Azadi
Fritz Steinle
Marta Marsh
Peggy Truttman
Scotty York
Sonja Fischer
Chris Marsh
Darlene Lacugna
Glendanne Block

President’s Comments, July 2018
I thank all who participated in the annual Voters’ Meeting on Sunday, June 10th. To have a quorum for
the meeting 34 voting members were required—we had 64! I congratulate the members who contributed
to the very helpful and meaningful discussions.
The voters elected four members to the church council: Barbara Amrhein, Nakita Jones, Jay Olshen,
and Sherrie Poncsak. Their installation was on Sunday, June 24 in both services. Four members of the previous council completed their terms on the council: Tom Gesick, Dick Lowther, Nathan Miller, and Jean Opperman. I am extremely grateful for their willingness to serve and the valuable contributions each made during
their time on the council. Continuing on the council are: Pastor Chad Adamik, David Harrell, Charlotte
LaCombe, Kim Neiman, Kristine Sandmeier, and Doug Thunder.
I was pleased with the voters’ meeting. Several important issues were discussed, and we received information and encouragement about what work we need to focus on over the next months and years. I believe there was a sense of urgency and willingness on the part of members to move forward to address the
advancement of St. Paul’s vision, and mission, and ministry.
The budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal year was adopted. The total budget is $233,715, which would
require $4,410 per week—slightly less than the $4,536 in the 2017-2018 budget. This is 13.6% greater than
the $3,881 average weekly offering for the 12-month period leading up to June. (A copy of the budget is
posted on St. Paul’s website, stpaulsluthfamily.com, “About Us,” “st. paul’s internal” (requires password-call
church office, 882-3020).
How is the budget intended to be used? Here are the percentages in the main spending areas:
Payroll/salary costs, 68%; Benevolence (support for synod and national ELCA), 5%; Administration, 4%;
Property (including payment on $200,000 loan), 13%; Utilities, 6%; and Programs, 4%.
It is very clear that addition effort will be needed to meet the budget. What happens if we fall short?
During the past year we have been drawing from our limited savings. Especially during the summer months
when many of us take weekend or extended vacations, it is important remember the financial needs of the
congregation. Regular and consistent financial support is important in meeting the congregation’s financial
obligations. Additional suggestions:
1) make use of your bank’s bill pay program to send your offering to St. Paul’s; or
2) sign up for “Simply Giving”—a program by which your regular offerings are made through a
Thrivent insurance program—check with Holly McPhail for details and application forms; or
3) for those who are subject required minimum distributions (rmd) from investments, check with
your financial advisor, there may be tax savings on portions directly donated to non-profit organizations.
The new council will convene for its first meeting on Tuesday, August 7th. One of its first functions will
be the election of officers for the year: president, vice-president, secretary, & treasurer. The Council will also
meet for a Friday evening—Saturday planning conference at the Lake Tahoe United Methodist Retreat Center, August 24-25.
We are confronted with major issues this summer, some of which we are deeply affected and concerned about: immigration, for instance, how we show our humanity to our fellow inhabitants of planet
Earth, how we look out for and speak up for those less fortunate than we. May the example of Jesus’ life,
ministry, and his death and resurrection influence our thoughts, words, and actions!
—Doug Thunder, President
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WELCA NEWS
WELCA is busy this summer planning a
new program year for all of you. Remember your ideas are always welcome so if you would like uto suggest
anything for a program, please let us
know. The new officers are listed
below. Thanks!
New officers elected. They are:
President-Joan Schultz
Vice President-Renee Woslum
As Director of the SPLF MIGHTY FORTRESS Vacation Bible School I want to SHOUT OUT a BIG
THANK YOU to ALL who participated and helped
make VBS such a huge success; especially the
parents and grandparents, for their support, and
the kids who signed up and attended.

Secretary-Charlotte LaCombe
Treasurer-Sharon Gesick

The volunteer leaders and helpers were:
Transforming the church into medieval times: Heidi, Sean, Nikki & Hailey Jones, Hope & Serena
Chowanski, Holly McPhail
Registration: Linda Wilson & Traci Angel
Opening and Closing Ceremony: Pastor Chad
Adamik, Nikki and Hailey Jones
Ushers: Nikki, Hailey, Sean
Teachers: Shelly Stevens, Jean Opperman
Crafts: Renee Woslum, Linda Thoreson and Ruth
Fitzgerald,
Games: Heidi, Nikki and Hailey Jones, additional
helpers
Snacks: Peggy Truttman and Sandy Tucker
Additional helpers signed up to help where ever
needed: Karin Randle, Kim Neiman, Lindsay Chowanski, Sean Jones, Anna Silver, and others who
just showed up to help.

Summer Bible Study: Pastor Chad is
leading Bible study at 9:15 am
(between the 8:00 am & 10:30 am service). Pastor Chad will lead participants
in a deeper examination and discussion
of Sunday’s lectionary readings. Bible
study will meet in the Luther Room,
just to the right of the main entrance
of the church.

It was so much fun going back to medieval times
and learning some great bible lessons, and having
fun playing the games and making some memorable
crafts such as: working with stained glass, sand
art, picture frames and other items as well as
having some yummy snacks each day. Friday, being
our last day, we invited friends and family to
join us by sharing our experiences and finishing
up with hot dogs with all the trimmings, salads
and refreshments.
I believe a good time was had by all.

Carson City School district Outreach program is collecting school supplies this summer
to start early and have them available for
children in need for the new school year. According to Betty Razor these are regular
school supplies, pencils, paper, etc. There will
have a complete list posted soon.

God's Blessings to All
Linda Wilson, VBS Director
St. Paul's Lutheran Family
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Summer Health Tips from the Wellness
Group
It’s no surprise that UV Safety Month is in
July – a month filled with hot days, summer
vacations and plenty of outdoor activities.
Despite ongoing awareness efforts around sun
safety, a million cases of skin cancer are still
diagnosed every year. One in five Americans
will get skin cancer during their lifetime, and
it’s the second-most diagnosed form of cancer
in 15 to 29 year-olds.
When detected early, skin cancer has a 98%
survival rate.
Here are the top 10 tips for sun safety and
skin health:
Make a yearly date with your dermatologist
for a skin cancer screening. Check your own
body once a month for changes in the shape,
size and color of moles.
Don’t forget your ears, hands, feet and neck
when applying sunscreen.
Use sunscreen when driving on long road trips
– windows do not protect you from the sun!
Pack an umbrella AND sunscreen: 80% of UV
rays pass through clouds, so wear sunscreen
regardless of the weather.
Protect your lips! Your lips have less melatonin
than the rest of your body.
Use a golf-ball sized amount of sunscreen to
be sure your entire body is protected.
Make sure everything you wear offers sun
protection, from hats to sunglasses to facial
moisturizer.
Set your watch to watch your back every 2
hours. That’s how often you should reapply
sunscreen.
Always have a supply of sunscreen with SPF on
hand.
Remember that the sun never takes a vacation, so apply sunscreen in all four seasons of
the year.
Source: American Society for Dermatologic
Surgery
Have a Great Summer! Sherrie Poncsak
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Burgers & Blessings
“When’s the next one?”
Wednesday, July 18
@ 6:30 p.m. + Friendship Hall
Join us for food, fellowship, and worship! You
are invited to bring a passing dish to share or
something to cook on the grill. However, we
will have some hamburgers & hot dogs to
grill. If you are bringing friends, please do
bring items for the grill, or call ahead to let
us know so we can have enough.
PLEASE INVITE A FRIEND, NEIGHBOR,
RELATIVE, CO-WORKER, PLUMBER, ETC. to
join us! All who attended on Wednesday,
6/20/18 had a great time and we were able
to eat outside.

Christian Education

Confirmation Experience: If you have a child,
grandchild, etc. or know of a child who is between the ages of 11 and 14 (incoming middle
school / 6th grade thru incoming high school
freshmen), Pastor Chad would like to meet with
these kids and their parents / guardians concerning Confirmation.

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Jerry, Brandon Luterick, Heather
Joyner (Johnson), Samuel (Weirton
and Osterhold), Peter Elverum, Sarah
McGee, Olivia Lesperance, Tom, Michael, Justin, Will.

‘Confirmation’ is an experience where children
entering their teen years learn more about the
Christian faith in general, and the Lutheran expression of Christian faith in particular. Students learn about how the Bible came to be, important Bible stories, an in depth look into the
sacraments of Holy Communion and Baptism, the
meaning of the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Ten Commandments. In addition, we will examine other faiths, both Christian and nonChristian, to learn about what our neighbors believe.

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: Andy Steyn,
Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, Mark Dickens, John
Gould
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Jane Johns: hospice care, William Rawson: hospitalized; Russ Bowton: Hospice care; Kris Boggs
sister, Karen: battling cancer
Greg Griffith: healing after surgery; Jason Coleman: prayers as he prepares to be a kidney donor;
Debbie Revelle: healing; Sarah Jevne: for healing
Anna Silver: pending surgery; Gayle Kennett: healing from surgery; Karen Hone: healing after surgery.

Traditionally, the Confirmation experience for
young teens takes two years. This way, young
Christians can build relationships with peers and
the pastor / confirmation teachers, which in turn
can help in getting young Christians involved in
the overall congregation.

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR:

!
Pastor Chad hopes to start this middle-school
Confirmation experience this fall, particularly in
mid to late September. A sign-up list is in the
gathering area, by the front doors, if you are interested in more information. Please leave your
name and an email or phone number where Pastor
Chad can reach you. Or, you may call the church
(775-882-3020).
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Roy T.; James W.; Harold Nolte; Shirley Morey
(Vicki Hamilton’s mom); Dick Lowther’s sister, medical issues; for healing; Evelyn Luterick, for healing; Nellie, for healing; Bev Steinert, for healing;
Dwight & Susan Holmquist family, for healing;
Margaret Johns, medical issues; Joe Webster, for
healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Bev & Ron
Gutzman, for healing; Marilyn Brandvold, for healing; Traci Angel & family, for healing; Glendanne
Block, for healing; Betty Razor, for healing; Kylee
Wilson, for healing; Clay & Renee Woslum’s family
Oscar Anderson’s brother, health issues. Caroll
Massie, in the hospital.

USHERS-10:30 service

WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
July 1-8:00—Jau Olshen, 10:30– David
Harrell
July 8-8:00—Jean Opperman, 10:30 David
Harrell
Jully15– 8:00 Kim Neiman. 10:30 Renee
Woslum,
July 22-8:00 Jay Olshen10:30 Charlotte
LaCombe
7/29/18 8:00 Need Volunteer. 10:30 Dave
Harrell

July 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29
The following members are our regular
usher volunteers. If you would like to volunteer to usher, please see Dave Harrell.
Dave Harrell, Jimmie Poncsek, Mary Neumann, Greta O’Kelley.
Let’s all take the time to thank them for doing a great job!

Greeters—10:30 am
July 1-Judy McPhail
July 8-Linda Thronson
July 15-Dwight & Susan Holmquist
July 22-Audrey Stroub
July 29– Betty Thoreson

COUNTERS
Volunteers are needed
both services!
Please contact the
office or Dave Harrell
you want to help!

if

Readers 8:00 A.M
July 1-Carol Arneson

ACOLYTES
Acolytes are needed for the 10:30 services each Sunday. Please sign up if you
are interested with the office. Or the signup sheet in the hallway. Adults can acolyte
also, don’t be shy if you want to take part
in the service.

July 8-Deanna Fine
July 15-Kim Neiman
July 22-Jay Olshen
July 29– Caroll Massie

Readers 10:30 A.M
July 1-Holly McPhail
July 8-Linda Wilson
July 15-Judy McPhail
July 22-Steve Ranson
July 29– Richard Armhein
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Mt. Cross Ministries ‘Adventures on
the Coast’
July 22-17, 2018
St. Paul’s Youth group (consisting of teens, ages 1318) will be heading to Mt. Cross, a camp nestled in
the Santa Cruz Mountains in California. Mt. Cross is
operated by the ELCA and Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod, for a week over service, ‘adventure’,
and an experience of summer camp. ‘Adventure
Coast’ is a customizable ministry experience where
youth groups engage in ‘Servant Events’. Among the
‘Servant Events’ are: Volunteering in a community
garden in nearby Santa Cruz, where people learn
job skills to come out of homelessness; helping senior citizens discard expired food in their home pantries and replenish them with fresh food; a cleanup
of a local beach; Mt. Cross camp improvements.
!
On the Horizon: St. Paul’s Youth will be hosting a
couple of fundraisers to help with the cost of the Mt.
Cross ‘Adventure Coast’ experience. Plans for an
Ice Cream Social are under way for later this summer. Also, for St. Paul’s annual July 4th Party, the
youth group will be hosting another raffle! More information is to come and will appear in the July newsletter and in future announcements: Would you like
to help the youth group get to Mt. Cross? Monetary
donations are always appreciated! Another BIG way
to help is to loan either a minivan / SUV to help
transport kids to and from Mt. Cross. Only Pastor
Chad or an adult over 21 years of age will drive vehicles! If you have a seven-passenger minivan or SUV
that you could lend during the week of July 22 -27,
please contact Pastor Chad
(chad.adamik@gmail.com; 775-882-3020). THANK
YOU for your consideration!

The Northern Nevada Dream Center
(‘NNDC’, for short), a faith-based charitable
organization serving the area's most needy
residents, has moved to a new location at
3579 U.S. Highway 50 East, Suite 211, in
the iStorage commercial center (behind
‘Classy Seconds’ Thrift Store)
The non-profit provides food, clothing, job
skills training, addiction recovery, and other
supportive services for up to 1,500 northern Nevadans per year. This month, NNDC
is starting their annual ‘Hunger Doesn’t
Take a Vacation’ Summer Food Drive. Each
month, as teams of volunteers go out into
northern Nevada communities—reaching
those unable to access other food sources—
they are discovering that the need for
fresh, healthy food continues to grow.
Churches and area businesses are asked to
help with the food drive by placing large,
blue barrels (like the one you see as you walk
inside the church) in which to collect food.
Food items most needed for this drive include: canned fruit, vegetables and meats;
peanut butter and jelly; chilis; stew;, macaroni and cheese; rice; pasta; dinner mixes;
cereals; oatmeal; spaghetti sauce; boxed potato dishes; soups; muffin and biscuit mixes.

Please donate any of these non-perishable
food items. All you need to do is bring
them to the church and place them in the
large, blue barrel anytime between now
and Friday, July 27. On July 27, the blue
barrel (full of food!) will be picked up by volunteers from NNDC and will be taken to the
NNDC’s new location, where it will be sorted.
VOLUNTEERS are needed for this, as well!
Visit the NNDC online:
www.nndreamcenter.org or call 775-4434090 for information on the help that NNDC
provides and how you may become involved!
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Stitcher’S NewS
The Stitchers continue to meet on
the second and fourth Tuesdays of every
month from 9 am to 12 noon during the
summer months.
Thanks to all of the ladies that spent so
much time and effort making the quilts we
distributed to Advocates on May 22. We
delivered 36 quilts. Additional thankyou’s go out to those ladies who make our
lap robes and the baby blankets, booties
and bonnets.
If you like sewing or just want to help, we
will teach you about making quilts.
Please join us!

Fellowship News!
The Fellowship committee continues to
be a mainstay in the coffee hour and
special services, such as Lent, Advent,
etc. They could use some extra help
with keeping the group active. Judy
Webster and Shelley Stevens have
been doing a great job of filling in for
coffee hour, when no one signs up.
In the last few weeks there have been
several people who have hosted coffee
hour and it is very much appreciated.
Remember, you don’t have to serve a
feast, just some simple items and
Coffee. Please help us to all enjoy the
coffee hours!

For further information
,please call
Sarah Jevne at
315-7510.

If you have moved or
changed your telephone number or have any other
changes in you would like us
to have, will you please contact the office and let me
know. You can send an EMail, or drop me a note.
Thanks so much! It’s good to be accurate
have good information when sending mailinhgs, etc.
Renee
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The Youth Group would like to wish all of our FAMILY at St.Paul’s a fun and safe
SUMMER! The youth group is going to be very busy with actives throughout the summer! The youth group is open to all 7th graders through 12th graders.

The 4th of JULY BBQ
The 4th of July BBQ will start at 6:00pm! The youth group will provide the food and games! Please join us for a great night of food
and the best seats for the fireworks in CARSON CITY! If you have
any questions please call Traci at 721-5495.

Graduations
Congratulations to our high school graduates- Nikki, Sean, and Amanda!! They are
both part of Carson High School’s Class of 2018!!!! YOU THREE ARE AMAZING!! We
are all so very proud of the three of you and wish you all the best with your new adventures!!
Congratulations to our middle school graduates- Tommy and Oliva!! We are so
proud of you guys and know you will all do great in High School!
RENT A YOUTH / GROUP
You can always rent the group or a few youth! We can help with yard work, cleaning, pet sitting, cooking and even party planning! Please give our group a call if you need
help. The Youth Group is raising funds for their trip to Mt.Cross!
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