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St. Paul’s Lutheran Family 
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A Message from the Interim Pastor 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
It’s hard to believe that it has been almost 

three months since I joined you to serve as St. 
Paul’s interim pastor.  As the saying goes, “Time 
flies when you’re having fun!” 

And it has been fun – enjoyable – heart-
warming – to be among you and experience 
Christ in our midst.  You have been warm, wel-
coming and very generous – thank you! 

Now… there have been a couple of bumps in 
the road, to be sure.  But overall I have been 
very pleased at how receptive you have been to 
the transitional and transformational work that we 
have to do together. 

It’s time to form a Transition Team to help 
guide the interim process through its next steps.  
The team and I will work together closely to plan 
some events, to assess St. Paul’s interim pro-
gress, and to lay the foundation for the work of 
calling your next pastor.  There will be a lot of 
work and a lot of meetings!  But, if you are inter-
ested in serving on the Transition Team, please 
let me know.  I can’t guarantee that everyone 
who volunteers will be appointed to the team, but 
if you want to serve and don’t volunteer… well, 
you know what happens then. 

The informational report from the Cottage 
Meetings will be finished by the end of January 
or very soon afterward.  Even though we will not 
print a copy for every member – way too much 
paper! – it will be readily available to those who 
would like to review it.  The report should be an-
other valuable tool for the Transition Team. 

I hope that you have been blessed by this 
Christmas season that is now coming to an end, 
and I hope that you are excited by the prospects 
for a new year of ministry here at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Family.  May God bless us richly! 

Yours, in Christ, 
 
 

AND...THANK YOU for your kind Christmas gift!  
Karen and I are blessed to be among you! 
 

 

Volume 31,  Issue 1 

January 

  2015 

President’s Corner 

As I write this message to you all, I do not 

know whether you will receive it before or 

after the New Year, but either way, I do wish 

each and every one in our congregation a 

Happy New Year.  2015 promises to be one of 

the most exciting and memorable years in the 

history of St. Paul’s and I look forward to 

being a part of it.  One of the most important 

issues that we will all be addressing in the 

coming year is a possible revision of our 

constitution.  I have mentioned to you all 

before that the council has been addressing 

sections of the constitution that it has the 

authority to change and that the council has 

heard suggested revisions to other sections 

proposed by the Constitution and By-Laws 

Committee.  In addition, the council, at its 

December meeting, received a written request 

that the constitution be amended in 

accordance with these proposals. 

I want you to be aware of the process that will 

lead up to formal consideration by this 

congregation of the proposed amendments.  At 

its regular meeting on January 13, 2015, the 

Congregation Council will schedule a work 

session for the Council to review the proposal.  

At that work session, the Council may decide 

to support any part of the proposal or the 

entire proposal.  On the other hand, the 

Council may decide to recommend against the 

proposal, or any part of it, or to recommend 

one or more alternatives to the proposal or its 

parts. (continued on next page) 
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President’s Corner (cont) 

The proposed amendments, any alternative 

proposals, and the Congregation Council’s 

recommendations will then be sent to every 

voting member of the congregation for their 

consideration.  There will be at least one 

informational meeting scheduled prior to a 

congregation meeting to vote on the proposed 

amendments. 

Amending a constitution is a matter for serious 

consideration, discussion, and prayer.  Because 

of that, combined with the realities of 

scheduling congregation-wide meetings, the 

proposal may not come to a vote by the 

congregation until the Annual Meeting in early 

June.  The Congregation Council will make a 

diligent effort to determine if a special 

congregational meeting should be called at an 

earlier date, but the proposal will be voted 

upon no later than the Annual Meeting. 

In other news, the council is looking for 

someone to accompany the adult choir for the 

remainder of the fiscal year.  If you know 

anyone with musical ability who would like to 

earn a few extra dollars to help pay off those 

credit cards bills we all seem to pile up around 

the holidays, please contact the church office 

at 882-3020.  In closing, I sincerely hope that 

you all had a wonderful Christmas and were 

able to celebrate the birth of our Lord with 

members of your family like Kay and I were 

able to do with our daughter.  The coming year 

promises to bring great changes to St Paul’s 

and I look forward to working with all of you 

to make them happen. 

Ken Elverum 

Council President 

   

WELCA 
WOMEN OF THE 

ELCA 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 

The windy weather likely kept some of you from 

coming to the cookie exchange/game day held in 

December.  Those who attended enjoyed fellow-

ship and fun.   

 

WELCA will kick off the New Year with a brunch 

and Bible study on Saturday, January 10th from 9-

Noon.  Our guest facilitator for the study will be 

Rev. Kim Morgan of St. Peter’s.  We have invited 

the women of St. Peter’s to join us for this event.   

We will have our brunch with a short business 

meeting and then move into the study.  Sign-up 

sheets are on the bulletin board for food items and 

to help us plan.   Rev. Morgan led us through a 

very interesting study last year and we look for-

ward to seeing what she has planned for this event.  

Please plan to join us!   

---------- 

Saturday, February 7th at 5:30 p.m. brings the 

annual Chili Cook-Off!  Linda Wilson has again 

agreed to chair this event.  There will be a silent 

auction and we hope that all members of the con-

gregation will donate items for that.  Proceeds are 

used to support area charities.  Sharon Gesick is 

coordinating the auction.  You may call her at 883-

5188 if you have items to donate.  You may also 

look forward to entertainment and fun!  Watch 

Sunday bulletins for updates and the February 

newsletter for final details.   

--------- 

WELCA Rummage Sale Brainstorming Session 

– January 13th at 1:30 – Friendship Hall.    In the 

suggestion box that we had available through the 

summer months, we got some ideas for making 

changes to our rummage sale.  We would welcome 

anyone who has ideas and wants to join in this dis-

cussion to come and be heard. 
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******************************************** 

 

YOUTH NEWS  

   

  Happy New Year! The youth group would like to 

wish our church family a wonderful NEW YEAR!!! The 

youth group was very busy over the Christmas holiday 

with having fun and helping those in need! We hope 

everyone had a great Christmas and safe travels. 

The Youth Group meetings are the first and third 

Fridays of each month from 6:00pm-8:00pm. If you are 

interested or if you know any youth that would like to join 

please call Traci at 721-5495. The youth group is for youth 

in 7th grade through high school. 

 

 

 

 
Christian Education News 

 
 It was December 14 and all through the church, 
there was joy and merriment as the Kids’ Christmas 
Play unfolded.  The troupe began with offerings in the 
Narthex, bringing into their play the bell choir to 
announce the birth of Jesus. The little angels and the 
wise men circled the congregation on both sides loudly 
echoing, “Shout it to the mountaintops, Jesus Christ is 
born.” Our more seasoned kids had the speaking parts. 
 
The troupe sang, “Go tell it on The Mountain,” with a 
special blessing of music accompaniment throughout 
the play by Dave Lingensjo.  It is indeed a time to reflect 
and remember that Jesus Christ is born. That is true 
daily in our hearts and minds, and as one attendee 
shared, “Christmas can be in March, July, or anytime.” 
It is the love we offer year round. 
 
A special thanks to all those in the play, all those who 
helped put it together, and all those who helped to bring 
it to the congregation. Your hard work and dedication 
are so greatly appreciated.  Also, to the Youth group for 
the terrific lunch after the program! 
 
The children are our future to bring the lost to Christ. 
The Sunday school has a firm foundation in Him, upon 
which we are building.  The kids look to the parents, 
grandparents, and others to model Christ in the church 
and the home as well. Remember to keep all in your 
prayers. 
 
Being a rookie director of Christmas plays for children, 
it was heartfelt that the congregation didn’t want the 
play to end! So, thank you for your kind words. We will 
endeavor to bring the verve and vigor of the young to 
future plays so look for that. 
 
We will be holding a jam sale at both services on 
December 21st to raise money for Bibles for our 
children. We are grateful for the jam previously 
purchased and the Sunday school has received $42 to 
date for the Bibles. Please join me in thanking Renee 
Woslum for her tireless efforts on behalf of the kids. 
She and I are reviewing various children’s Bibles and 
will choose a few to order. 
 
In closing, remember to be an angel to a visitor and 
make him/her/children feel welcome! That includes 
folks who may be returning after an absence. They are 
indeed part of our family. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Susan Misner 
Christian Education Chairperson 
 

      

 LEE Group 

Mark your calendars...LEE Group will not meet on the 

first Thursday of January (since that is New Year’s 

Day!)  Instead, we will gather in Friendship Hall for 

our potluck luncheon on the second Thursday, January 

8, starting at 11:30 am.  Connie Lapier is our “solo” 

hostess amd she could certainly use a little help!  If 

you are able to lend a hand, please call Doug Thunder 

at 883-1548.  Remember, ALL are welcome to join us 

for food and fellowship.  We would like to take this 

opportunity to wish each of you a healthy, happy and 

prosperous 2015! 
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 January 4-Judy McPhail 

 January 11-Sharon Gesick 

 January 18-Mary Neumann 

 January 25-Renee Woslum 

  

 January 4-Renee Woslum 

 January 11-Gloria Randle 

 January 18-Cheryl Kinder 

 January 25-Judy McPhail 

 

   

 

 January 4-8:00 am– Joan Schultz  

 January 11-10:30 am-Renee Woslum 

 January 18-8:00 am-Roger Moellendorf  

 January 25-10:30 am-Jay Olshen             

      

Communion Assistants for January  

 

  

GREETERS FOR  JANUARY 

Members elected to the Thrivent Chapter Board 

for 2015 are: 

Ed Gansberg **  President 

Debbie Winkleman ** Financial Director 

Marla Johnson**Records Director 

Oscar Anderson & Becky Amen-Board members 

at large.  Thanks to all who participated in the 

election. 

The chapter wishes to thank all of St. Paul’s 

members and friends for the support you have 

given to our projects this past year.  We could 

not have accomplished the many things we did 

without your support.  Thank you again! 

Oscar Anderson 

READERS FOR  JANUARY-8:00 AM SVC 

 January 4-Susan Misner 

 January 11-Holly McPhail 

 Janary 18-Carol Arneson 

 January 25-Jay Olshen 

 

 

Here's to health and happiness! 

A toast to the New Year! 

Peace and joy to all of us! 

Prosperity and cheer! 

Years come and go, some bad, some good. 

New years provide the space, 

Each to fill with what one would, 

Windows onto grace. 

Years come and go, yet still we toast 

Each one, for each one seems 

As though it were a new-found coast, 

Rich with hope and dreams. 

A New Year’s Poem *********** 

Happy New Year to everyone!!! 

     READERS FOR JANUARY-10:30 svc 
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1-Miriam Slabaugh  17-Doris Howell 

3– Susan Misner  20-Marla Johnson 

3-Rhead Kinder  20-Clay Woslum 

3-Jessica Lunz   22-Sara Pavell 

3-Jim Martineau  23-Carri Puentes 

3-James Opperman  24-Karen Larson 

3-Wanda Speidel  24-Bob Stroub 

4-Russell Bowton  25-Greg Griffith 

4-Skip Cannady  25-Hannelore Hanke 

4-Judy Lowther  26-Kim Hendricks 

5-Ted Melsheimer  27-Mary Neumann 

5-Traci Angel   29-Bob Larson 

7-Peter Elverum  29-Christopher Van Dyck 

7-Julie Thoreson                        

8-Ramona Whitson                       

9-Carol Barker 

9-Liisa Hillenbrand 

9-Blake Menzel 

9-Scott Thunder 

10-Hope Chowanski 

12-Pat Mundt 

12-Connor VanDyck    

13-Karen Revelle 

14-David Anderson 

15-Jon Cleveland 

15-Betty Hirsch 

16-Elizabeth Hopkins 

 

January Birthdays 

 

TRAVEL CLUB 

I am forming a Travel Club that can have some fun 

sharing: 

1. Experiences, the positives and the negatives 

2. Experience with Travel planners 

3. Find a travel partner 

4. Suggestions of places to visit nearby and far 

away. 

Lets get together on Thursday, Feb. 5 at 6:30 pm in 

the Luther Room at church and make this happen! 

Betty Razor 

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

OPEN HOUSE 

Bethlehem Lutheran School is inviting us to attend their Open 

House and Information Night to learn more about the opportuni-

ties available for your child on January 29, 2015, 5:30 pm –7 

p.m. 

There will be a tour of their campus, and you will learn about 

their curriculum as well as visit with the classroom teachers.  

You only get one chance at Your Child’s Education, so please 

consider Bethlehem Lutheran School. 

Preschool-8th Grade 

1837 Mountain Street, Carson City, NV  89703  www.blcs.org 
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WORSHIP LIFE COMMITTEE 

 The Worship Life Committee will be meeting 

January 18th at 9 a.m. (between services).  The main 

items to be discussed are Easter services and sched-

uling of Lenten services.  Members of this committee, 

please be sure to mark your calendar. 

Cheryl Kinder, Chairman 

 

 

 

 

  

 My sincere thanks for the wonderful 

Christmas gift I received from the congrega-

tion.  It was such a wonderful surprise and ex-

tremely cool to receive this nice consideration 

from all of you!   

Thanks again!  Renee  

  

Stewardship Committee News! 

 Our committee is really moving along.  During 

November we arranged for the temple talks by Ken 

Elverum, Bob Larson, and Louise Griffith, we had the 

burnt offering on November 30 done by Pastor Gold-

smith at the end of each service, and a Harvest Pot 

Luck with an excellent turn out of St. Paul’s people.   

 In January, we will be working on a “hand-

out” pamphlet for visitors and members that tells a 

little about St. Paul’s to build a pathway for involve-

ment. 

Judy Lowther 

.   

         

 There will be a Wellness committee meeting 

on January 19, 2015 late afternoon (time to be an-

nounced).  Some of the discussion points will be: 

1. The need for drivers for those needing transpor-

tation to services. 

2. The need for volunteers to make calls to those 

ill and home bound. 

 

Please contact Betty Razor for more information-

Ph# 841-2208 

 

 

 

 

 

Structural Property Committee Report 

 

Re-cap of St. Paul’s dry-rot problem.  We finally got 

the last “second dry rot bids” for fixing the sanctuary 

and other problems we are having.  We are meeting 

with the “Structural Property Committee” to go over 

the bids in detail to be sure the contractors are meet-

ing our needs.  Our goal is to select a  contractor by 

the end of January or February 2015 and to start work 

in March 2015.  

 

Dick Lowther 

Chairman 

 
Wellness Committee Meeting 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The new Fellowship Committee (formerly the Outreach 

Committee)  still needs members!  A few people have 

stepped up to serve but they can always use more help. It 

does, however, have a Council Liaison, Bill Sandell.  

Under the recent revisions to the standing committees ap-

proved by the church council, the Fellowship committee is 

charged with providing “a  friendly and welcoming at-

mosphere for both guests and members and to develop 

fellowship opportunities that serve this congregation and 

community.”  Some of its responsibilities are to organize 

the Lenten soup suppers, coordinate the Sunday coffee 

hours, host the potluck dinners prior to mid-week summer 

services, arrange special celebrations to mark various 

milestones of the congregation and its members, sponsor 

an annual church picnic, and others.   We all know Lu-

therans love to eat and join in Christian Fellowship.  If 

you think that you could serve St. Paul’s in this way, 

please consider joining the committee and give Bill some-

one to meet with!!  You can call Renee in the office to let 

her know of your interest, or contact Ken Elverum.  

Thanks!  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Leadership 

 Congregation Council- 

 President-Ken Elverum  882-3021 

 Vice-President-Roger Moellendorf  315-5295 

 Secretary—Linda Wilson  246-1543 

 Treasurer-Louise Griffith  232-7071 

 Financial Secretary-Wayne Kinder  882-6538 

 Stewardship-Joan Schultz  883-6833 

 Wellness & Outreach-Jay Olshen  841-9020 

 Worship Life-Gloria Randle 884-3253 

 Christian Education-Renee Woslum  883-7748 

 Structural Property Committee-Bob Larson 246-7752 

 Fellowship committee-Bill Sandell  246-5439 

 Youth Ministry committee-Jay Olshen  841-9020 

 

Children in Transition Program:   

2015 “Cover My Feet” campaign 

January is the sock drive.  Would you please bring in 

one pair of new socks for children in need:  Ages 6-12 

Just deposit them in the basket in the front lobby.   

Thanks for your support! 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S FINANCIAL STATUS 

As of November 30, 2014 
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