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FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK
“New Year, New
Blessings, New Challenges”
Happy New Year!
The dawning of a new year is a time to reexamine our priorities, to refocus on that
which is most important to us. This is the time
to take stock of one’s life. But what if I told
you that such reflecting points us to the heart
of what ‘stewardship’ is about?
What is normally the first thing that comes to
mind when you hear the word ‘stewardship?’
Budgets and spreadsheets? Money? Pledge
cards?
What about love?
As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (ELCA), we are a church energized by lively engagement in our faith and
life. We have an important message to share:
Stewardship is about so much more than money – stewardship is about love.
As we enter a new year and make our ‘New
Year’s resolutions’, we turn our focus onto that
which holds the most importance for us; that
is, where do we place our love? Where do we
find love?
Perhaps this is what Jesus was talking about
when he said, “For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21). I
think “treasure” suggests so much more than
our material possessions; our “treasure” is all
that we hold as valuable, as beloved. Even our
neighbors—human and nonhuman like—are
‘treasure’ which we are to honor and not take
advantage of (Mark 12: 30-31
This first month of 2018, the congregation
council and I will be re-starting our congregation’s stewardship ministry. We will be asking
for a few of you to join us on the stewardship
committee, as we look to your ideas and your
gifts in developing a strategy for St. Paul’s
stewardship.
Stewardship is about so much more than our
offerings or our annual ‘pledges’. Stewardship
is a way of life; it is a way of living into Divine
love. This agape love, which we celebrated at
Christmas and which we recall every Sunday,
“when we hear the word rightly preached and
the sacraments rightly administered.” (Martin
Luther)

…With that said, our financial giving is also

a significant part of the larger ministry of
stewardship. I mention this for a very important reason. Over the past several
months, monthly giving through our Sunday
offering is falling an average of 20% below
our monthly expenses, expenses which are
in line with the annual budget approved at
last June’s congregational meeting.
Now, I know many people do not like it
when the pastor talks about money; I for
one am very uncomfortable to approach
this topic. Yet, it would be irresponsible of
me and our congregational leaders to not
point out to you this reality. When St.
Paul’s finance committee begins to put together the budget for the next fiscal year
(which starts on July 1st), we will be asking
you to prayerfully consider your pledge,
your investment into the ministry at St.
Paul’s, as a part of our larger stewardship
ministry.

St. Paul’s has been a vibrant community in
2017! This is a community which my
spouse, Tom, and I are pleased to have become a part of. From LEE Group to Vacation Bible School; from Youth Group to our
‘Stitchers’; from our very active Women of
the ELCA group to our newly formed Men’s
Group ministry; from increased worship attendance to the enthusiasm for our Bible &
book study groups, there is so much going
on that points out to us that God is on the
move!
The question for each of us is this: how
are we getting “on board” with what God is
doing at St. Paul’s? How are we using our
time and talents to proclaim God’s love to
all people?
I am looking forward to talking with you
more about this. I am eager to hear your
thoughts on ‘stewardship’, on giving, on
ways that St. Paul’s may better proclaim
the good news of God’s love to all people.
And thank you, sisters & brothers in Christ,
for all that you are doing and giving to help
St. Paul’s live into it’s bold mission into
Carson City, into the nation, and into the
world!Wishing you a blessed 2018! Pastor Chad
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Tom & I would like to thank the people of St. Paul’s for the generous
monetary gift. We would also like to
thank those of you who sent Christmas cards, baked cookies, fudge and
candy. Your generosity means so
much to us. Thank you and have a
blessed 2018!
Pastor Chad Adamik &
Rev. Thomas Blake

Book Study Group: In mid-January, 2018,
Pastor Chad will resume the weekly Book
study groups. These groups meet at three different days and times each week:
Sundays from 9:30 am – 10:15 am;
Tuesdays from 12:15pm – 1:15 pm;
Thursdays from 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

In January, we will begin a seven (7)-session
study of the abridged Martin Luther’s Table
Talks, published by Augsburg Fortress. Books
cost $12.99. If you’re interested in particpating, please let Pastor Chad know by making a
note in the gray, attendance pad, at the end of
each row of chairs.
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January Birthdays

LEE GROUP
Miriam Slabaugh
3
Jessica Lunz
3
Jim Martineau
3
James Opperman
3
Wanda Speidel
4
Russell Bowton
4
Judy Lowther
5
Traci Angel
7
Peter Elverum
7
Julie Thoreson
8
Ramona Whitson
9
Carol Barker
9
Scott Thunder
10 Hope Chowanski
12 Pat Mundt
13 Karen Revelle
14 David Anderson
15 Jon Cleveland
15 Betty Hirsch
16 Elizabeth Hopkins
20 Marla Johnson
20 Clay Woslum
24 Bob Stroub
25 Greg Griffith
25 Hannelore
Hanke
26 Kim Hendricks
27 Mary Neumann
31 Gayle Kennett
1

1

THE LEE GROUP’s next meeting will be Thursday, January 4,
11:30 a.m. in St. Paul’s Fellowship
Hall.
“LEE” is the nickname for
“Life Enrichment for Everyone,” or more commonly,
“Lutheran Eager Eaters.” All retired and/or grandparents’ generation people are invited.
This luncheon will be the first
meeting of 2018. The menu will
be POT-LUCK! Please bring a
passing dish of your own choosing: meat, vegetables, salads,
breads, desserts, etc. Hosting the
luncheon will be Marla Johnson &
Sandy Tucker.
Resolve to join us and enjoy
one another’s fellowship!
If you have questions, please
call Bev Steinert (883-6096) or
Doug Thunder (883-1548).
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President’s Comments for January 2018 Newsletter
With the end of the calendar year, it is customary that we look back and review what has happened
over the past months. Of course, we decided several years ago to convert to a fiscal year calendar (JulyJune), so our budget and reports are not based on the regular calendar year. But we can reflect for a few
minutes on the calendar year activities—as most of our culture does.
Of course, the first major event was the welcoming of the Rev. Chad Adamik as our new Pastor and his
installation service in February.
In April we held a special voters’ meeting 1) to consider a plan to add a separate water line to be used
for irrigation and 2) to elect members to represent St. Paul’s at the Sierra Pacific Synod Assembly
in May. The water line project was approved, and several months later completed by Armac Construction Company. The project was paid using $5,225 remaining construction funds and $2,778
in General Reserves.
A campaign was launched to raise $5,000 to rebuild the audio/visual system. The funding was raised,
and the project was completed by Innovation Communications Systems in July.
With the approaching of St. Paul’s 50th Anniversary, a committee was formed for an October celebration. Fund raising began in 2016. With several fund-raising events and the purchase of tickets for
the anniversary on October 7 & 8. A total of $7,708.25 was received, with expenses of $6,210.87.
In the current budget $3,000 was included for the anniversary to be used if needed. A balance of
$1,587.38 remains in this account.
Also, at this time, the council approved the recommendation of the design committee to work to replace the aging chairs in Friendship Hall. The goal was $3,000 to allow the purchase of 100 new
folding chairs. The total raised so far is $3,160. $3,083.25 has been expended, leaving a balance of
$78.75. An outstanding charge of approximately $500 for the removal of the old chairs has yet to
be paid.
A pictorial directory for St. Paul’s was completed by Lifetouch for Churches resulting from the efforts of
Renee Woslum, Linda Wilson, and others. Pictures taken by Lifetouch or separately submitted, of
over 60 members, are included. More then 160 names and contact information are included in the
directory.
The year has been filled with many activities for children, youth, and adults, in addition to all the normal worship and official activities. It has indeed been a busy year!
And now, looking ahead, we need to focus on what we need to emphasize. One immediate concern is
how we are doing in terms of funding our programs. I have prepared a chart showing income, expenses and
budget for the first five months of the current fiscal year. It demonstrates our need to focus on improving
our financial situation. Through November, after 22 weeks, we are averaging $3,523 per week. To meet our
budget, we need $4,536—a shortage of 22 percent. In addition, our expenditures so far exceed what we
have in the budget. Look for the chart on the council’s bulletin board.
And so, as we look forward to the new calendar year, we need to make a resolution, to review our
own financial support and to work with the congregation in reviewing their financial support—as well as our
support with tour time, talent, and participation.
I am looking forward to another year of life together in building our relationships that we have
through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!
--Doug Thunder, President
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ST. PAUL’S STITCHERS

WELCA

WOMEN OF THE
ELCA

St. Paul's Stitchers donated 33
children's quilts and bags and 2 quilts for
the beds at the Advocates to End Domestic Violence Shelter, on Dec.11th.
There were also 41 lap robes donated
and delivered to patients in area Nursing
Homes; thanks especially to Marie
Boone and Brita Steyn.
On Dec. 12, seven of us met for a
nice Christmas lunch at the Creekside
Deli.
We will start off the new year of
2018 by having our meeting on January
23rd. I Hope to see many of you then.

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Family

WELCA would like to invite everyone to a presentation on personal
safety by Sheriff Ken Furlong on
Jan. 16, 2017 from 6pm to 7 pm in
Friendship Hall What you don’t
know won’t hurt you, come and
learn how to stay safe.

Sarah

The planning for the churchwide Rummage sale will begin with
an organizational meeting on January 11, 2018 at 1 pm in Friendship
Hall. If you have helped in the
past, have been a sale participant,
or just love rummage sales, come
and share your ideas, and suggestions which will help make this the
best rummage sale in Carson City.

TIP FOR DONORS by Betty Razor
Donating to charity is a noble thing to do, but be sure
you do your research before you donate your hardearned money.
* Be Careful with giving your credit card number over
the phone or to an organization that only want cash
donations. Legitimate organization typically have options for donating securely
* Understand that charities have administrative cost.
If an organization claims that 100 % of your donation
will go straight to victims or resources, you may want
to investigate further.
* Trust your instinct: you should feel good about making a contribution be careful about donation via text or
computer. Make sure you know what organization is receiving your donation. carefully follow instructions.
* When in doubt consider making a non-cash donation
such as food, clothing or other goods Looking into the
organization and use good judgement will give you peace
of mind that your donation is going

Page 5

Feel free to call me with questions. Marla Johnson, President

Open HouseBETHLEHEM
LUTHERAN
SCHOOL

Preschool through 8th Grade

January 25, 2018
5:30-7:00 PM
While touring our school and
meeting our staff, you will be able to see
Science & History projects, art work,
and other
academic presentations.
You will also have the chance to
participate in Academic Olympic
or play some Bible Baseball
against the students.

Join us!
or play some Bible Baseball
against the students.

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Jerry, Brandon
(Luterick), Ike (Moellendorf), Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter (Elverum), Tim
(Gridley), Sarah (McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), Jason
(Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Will.
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: Andy (Steyn),
Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina (Sherman), Mark (Dickens),
John (Gould)
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Roy T., James W,
Harold
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Stan Bernette (Joan Yeskie’s brother-in-law, with leukemia)
Russ Bowton recovering from a stroke
Jane Johns medical issues
Shirley Morey Vicki Hamilton’s mom
Dick Lowther’s sister- medical issues
Evelyn Luterick, Nellie Revelle, Joe Webster, Glenn
Laursen, and Marilyn Brandvold, Russ Bowton
Dwight & Susan Holmquist’s family (For Healing)
Bev Steinert -vision problems
Margaret Johns (Jane Johns daughter-in-law) Heart
problems
Darlene & Chuck Lacugna- (medical issues)
Ellen Harrell-medical issues
Larry Lunz –recovering from injuries
Hannelore Hanke-recuperating
William Rawson-(June Bennett-Hansen’s grandson)
with leukemia
Irv Nielsen’s family-prayers for their loss
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WELLNESS COMMITTEE NOTES

Christian Education

The children put on their annual program
Sunday, Dec. 17 during the 10:30 am service. They
were terrific! I have received so many compliments
and was very proud of them. A big thank-you goes
out to everyone involved and to the teachers, Shelley Stevens and Judy Webster along with Vicki
Hamilton were the leaders and helped make the
whole thing come out just perfect! Of course, a big
hit for the morning was a visit by Santa Claus. Also,
I want to give a big Thank you to Heidi Jones for the
beautiful New Star and Old Star costumes. They
were very special and helped to make the story real. Thank you to Linda Wilson who made the special
Candy cane sleighs with a teddy bear on top, given
out by Santa to all the children.
After the service, St. Paul’s youth group
served a nice lunch for everyone as they do so well
and support us always! Thanks to Traci and the
young people. I hope everyone has a healthy and
prosperous New Year! Renee
Note-Sunday school will resume classes on Sunday,
January 7, 2018

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOLwatch the bulletin for announcements of our next class.
HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE THERE!!

Winter Driving Safety
Article written by
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA); submitted by Kim Neiman, Wellness and
Outreach Committee
Driving safely in winter weather can be a challenge
for even the most experienced driver. It’s easy to
forget after months of mild conditions that snow
and ice demand careful driving and special
preparation for your vehicle. But when 17 percent of
all vehicle crashes occur during winter conditions it’s
clear that we could all use a refresher when it
comes to making our way through a winter
wonderland.
Ready Your Vehicle
Driving safely begins before you even get on the
road. Regular tune-ups and maintenance are the
starting point for safe driving year-round. In
winter, pay special attention to your vehicle’s
battery, wipers, coolant, tires and other systems
that can take a beating when the temperature
drops. If you’re using snow tires, have them
installed before the snow begins to fall. When you
know your vehicle is ready for the road, clear your
car of snow, ice or dirt from the windows, forward
sensors, headlights, tail lights and backup camera.
Ready Yourself
Drive slowly. It’s harder to control or stop your
vehicle on a slick or snow-covered road. Increase
your following distance enough so that you'll have
plenty of time to stop for vehicles ahead of you.
Also remember that every vehicle handles
differently; this is particularly true when driving on
wet, icy, or snowy roads. Take the time to learn how
it handles under winter weather driving conditions.
Before heading out, know the weather and traffic
conditions, and plan your route accordingly. Give
yourself more time to get where you’re going
because you’ll be driving more slowly in inclement
weather.
Ready for an Emergency
Even if you and your vehicle are prepared, crashes
happen. Vehicles break down. Any of us can get
caught out in the elements and help might not be
just around the corner. Make sure your vehicle is
stocked to help get you out of trouble or to keep
you safe until help arrives. Keep blankets,
flashlights, jumper cables, and flares or emergency
lights in your vehicle. Even if you don’t need them,
they can be used to help someone else in need on
the road.
Safe Driving: Rain, Sleet, Snow or Otherwise
Winter driving demands special care; safe driving is
a year-round habit. You and everyone in your vehicle
should be wearing seat belts for every ride. Children
should be in age- and size-appropriate child seats.
Never drive after drinking. Never drive when
distracted by an electronic device or anything else.
Those are the essentials for safe driving, whatever
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WELCA CHILI COOK-OFF AND SILENT
AUCTION WITH SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT

Come one, come all to our annual SPLF
Chili Cook-off. Saturday February 10,
2018!!
We have limited seating so please sign-up on
the WELCA bulletin board, note the number
in your party, check off in the column to the
right of your name if you are entering a chili
for the contest. Sign-up sheets will be provided on the WELCA bulletin board, if you
are able to help with set-up, additional items
listed or have other complementary dishes
you would like to share and stay to clean-up.
Contestants should have their Chili entries
at church by 4PM. All other complementary
dishes and desserts should be at the church
by 5PM. Dinner will be ready approx. 5:30
PM.
For donating Auction items please contact
our church secretary or Marla Johnson, 883
-7982; We will be using the Luther room for
storing auction items. If you would like to
join the line-up of entertainers, please contact Linda Wilson, 241-9005 or
dsldj1@yahoo.com, the cut-off for entertainment sign-up and the receipt of Auction items is Friday February 9th.
The fun festivities begin at 4:30PM with the
judging of the chili. The 1st and 2nd place
judge’s choice awards, along with the people’s choice awards will be presented after
dinner. All other contestants will receive a
consolation prize.

Diabetes Self-Management Class
in English
Partnership Carson City invites people with prediabetes, diabetes, and caretakers to attend this class.
The first class is on January 16
Days: Tuesdays, for six weeks
Time: 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Please come
15 minutes early for the first class (registration).
Where: United Latino Community,
1711 N. Roop St
To register, email cathleen@carsonulc.org, or call 775-671-7455. Registration is limited. Cost is $10.00. Through education and support, you can take control of your
diabetes.
The class, Diabetes Empowerment Education Program (DEEP™),
is a licensed diabetes self-management education
(DSMP) curriculum developed by the University of Illinois, Chicago. Topics include
• What is Diabetes and Understanding the Human
Body
• Risk Factors for Diabetes
Monitoring Your Body
• Get Up & Move! Diabetes & Physical Activity
• Management of Diabetes through Meal Planning
• Diabetes Complications: Identification and Prevention
• Learning about Medications & Medical Care
• Living with Diabetes: Mobilizing Your Family and
Friends
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USHERS-10:30 service

WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
Jan. 7– 8:00 am-Kim Neiman
10:30 am Tom Gesick
Jan. 14-8:00 am Jay Olshen
10:30 am—Dave Harrell
Jan. 21-8:00 am-Jean Opperman
10:30 am-D ick Lowther
Jan. 28-8:00 am10:30 am-Dave Harrell

Jan 7-D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 14--Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 21--Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 28 -Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager

Greeters—10:30 am
January 7-Judy McPhail
January 14-Sandy & Nathan Miller
January 21-Betty Thoreson
January 28-Holly McPhail
An additional volunteer opportunity has just happened as we
go to print for the newsletter.
There is a need for one or two
volunteers, even more if we can
to drive the bus each night that
makes a short trip from the Salvation Army to FISH and then to
the Warming shelter of the night.
This can be shared by a team as
the bus picks the folks up every
night and transports them to the
shelter of that evening. If you
would like to help please contact
Pastor Chad or Renee for contact
information . This would start
asap as the previous driver is not
able to continue.

Readers 8:00 A.M
January 7-Jay Olshen
January 14-Vera Logie
January 21-Louise Griffith
January 28-Caroll Massie

Readers 10:30A.M.
January 7-Holly McPhail
January 14-Richard Amrhein
January 21-Andrea Rud
January 28-Linda Wilson
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The Fellowship Committee
Can you Help???

THANK YOU,
THANK YOU!!
To ST PAUL’S LUTHERAN FAMILY, for all
the support and kindness shown in providing
a wonderful Christmas filled with food and
gifts for the two families we adopted for
Christmas. The families, with tears of joy,
were very appreciative of everything they
received. The children had smiles from ear
to ear and were very polite and helpful. The
families wanted me to pass on their wish
for us, at St Paul’s Lutheran Family, to have
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year and to say “THANK YOU”!

Counters are needed.
Please volunteer!!!!!!

Thanks to all of you who have volunteered
to help with the coffee hour after the
10:30am service. We still need your assistance with this and it is a great thing when
our members and GUESTS come after the
service to enjoy conversation over a cup of
coffee/tea and maybe a cookie or so. We
get to know each other so much better. So, if you can please sign up on the
bulletin board and select a date you would
like to help with the coffee hour. Judy
Webster and Dick Lowther are always
available to help you with this process. Please let either know,

Thanks so much for the wonderful
Christmas gift! I appreciate it
very much and hope that you all
have a very Blessed and Peaceful
New Year!
Thanks again! Renee
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THIS N’ THAT
•

•

St. Mary’s Hospice extended a thank
you to us for allowing the use of the
church for their special service this
year and for the lighting of the tree in
the corner of the yard. They have
left the lights on all during Christmas &
New Years for all to enjoy.
There was a lot of volunteer work done
through the holidays in regards to the
décor of the church, setting up the
tree and taking it down as well as moving chairs for concerts and special services. We need to recognize a core
group of volunteers who have been doing these tasks. They include Clay
Woslum, Dave Harrell, Roy Eisentrager,
and others. We need to say “Thank
you” more often to these folks and
others who always volunteer!

A QUIET PLACE TO PRAY

BELL RINGERS NEEDED!
The Bell Choir is in need of members,
no experience necessary according to
Michelle Powers, director.
Someone who can read music is a plus
but not necessary. If you have never
been in a Bell choir you will need to go
through a learning process but if you
have patience you can make it happen
with Michelle’s help. If you are
Interested please call Michelle Powers at 775-720-1916 to discuss and
Possibilities.

Please note:

Open for Prayer! --On Tuesdays, from 9:00 am until
3:30 pm, the church sanctuary will be open for prayer. The purpose is to encourage us to pray regularly
for peace, for those suffering ailments and injustice,
for our nation and world, for victims of violence, or
for personal reasons.

St. Paul’s will be hosting the community
temporary shelter for the homeless this
winter during the month of February in
Friendship Hall. The temporary shelter is
hosted by a different church each month
between November and March. The temporary shelter provides homeless guests a
place to sleep out of the cold and winter
weather. Cots, blankets, tarps, and security
will be provided by he Carson City Sheriff’s Department. Volunteers to chaperone
guests overnight will be provided by the
organizers of the temporary shelter, headed up by Deacon Craig LaGier. Deacon
Craig is available address any questions
or concerns you have. Please see Renee

God's peace,
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