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NEW BEGINNINGS
Grace to you and peace, from God our creator and
redeemer!
I am so excited to be writing this, my first
newsletter article for the people of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Church!
As I write this, the season of Epiphany just
under way. The Christmas tree and crèche have been
put away, and Christians are invited and encouraged to now look for the incarnate God being revealed all around us, even in the midst of the most
ordinary and mundane. This season of light just happens to occur when the northern hemisphere is
shrouded in the shadows of winter. This seems appropriate; after all, Christians are called to proclaim
the ‘good news’ of darkness amidst light, hope
amidst fear, law and gospel together. I am eager to
begin my pastorate at St. Paul’s, searching for the
mysterious, incarnate God who is ever present
among the subtle ordinary of life, and discovering
the hope of renewed life that is unfolding.
I would like to begin this series of monthly
articles with an introduction: I am a native of Ohio. I
was born in Columbus, Ohio and moved to home a
few miles outside of Somerset. My parents, John &
Mary Ann, moved my brother, John Jr. and I to this
1970’s era ranch house when I was three years old. I
was raised here, not moving away until college,
when I moved to Columbus to attend Capital University, a small liberal arts Lutheran university. I resisted the early nudging of the Spirit and , instead of
preparing for ministry, prepared to be a high school
social studies teacher. When I graduated from Capital in 1997, I worked as a history teacher at the high
school in Fairborn, Ohio.
I enjoyed teaching; I only hope I taught them as
much as they ended up teaching me. However, I
was amazed when the Spirit’s nudging resumed.
The ‘nudging’ came in the form of not quite feeling
content or happy where as if a major piece of myself
was missing, and I was going through life as an incomplete jigsaw puzzle.

After conversation and careful discernment with my
pastor in Fairborn, Rev. Craig Fourman, I discovered
that the call to Word and Sacrament ministry still
beckoned. I finally decided that I would ‘humor’ the
Spirit. I enrolled at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, OH, but I did so without first enrolling in the
process to get on the ordination track—something
rarely done. Over time, I did get on the ordination
process, found that the nudging I felt wasn’t just
“me”, a projection of my narcissism. Rather, I saw
that it was something others could sense, as well. I
graduated from seminary in 2004 and began my journey—for better or worse, as a minister of Word and
Sacrament.
Of course, there is so much more that I
could go into and so much more that might need explaining, such as how I ended up dealing with my
sexual orientation and how I dealt with a sense of call
to ministry at a time before LGBTQ people were fully
included in the ministry of the ELCA. Then again, I
plan on visiting each of you and hearing your stories,
as well! But for now, let me conclude by again sharing my excitement as I prepare to join you all in your
walk with Christ as a community of saints gathered
together at St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Church.
I plan to see you Sunday, January 29th in worship, as I prepare to officially start ministry as St.
Paul’s pastor on Feb. 1st. In the meantime, thank you
all for your Christmas cards (the ‘Christmas Card
Shower’ was a wonderful surprise!), your love, and
your prayers. Please continue to keep my husband
Tom and I in your prayers during this exciting but
hectic time of relocating and of getting settled into
new surroundings.

May God’s
peace be with
you
Pastor Chad
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From Pastor Mary Lou:
My Beloved Friends in Christ,
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of
you? (1 Thessalonians 3:9)
When Paul wrote this to the church in Thessalonica, he wondered whether he would ever see the people
at Thessalonica again, and he cared deeply about their faith.
As I write this, I am just thirteen days away from not being your interim pastor anymore, and although I
will not be your pastor, this family of faith will always hold a special place in my heart. Although I have been
here a short while, you have shown a deep kindness to me.
Saying goodbye is never easy. My last Sunday will be January 29 and my last day January 31. In the services on the 29th, we will gather around Christ’s table, as Christians have done since before Paul wrote his letter
to the Thessalonians. For almost 2000 years, faithful people have been parting from one another with words of
Christ’s peace, and we will do the same.
You will always have a place in my heart, and I will hold you in my thoughts and prayers as you continue
to be faithful to God and begin your ministry with Pastor Chad. Trust one another and the Holy Spirit and know
that God’s hand has been in this call process, and God has blessed you with a very capable pastor in Pastor Chad.
In year C of the lectionary, we read this passage from Thessalonians in Advent, the beginning of the
church year, a time when we anticipate the unpredictable future. Paul writes, A nd may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. (1 Thessalonians

3:12)

Like Paul, I wonder how things will develop for the people I can no longer see. I care about your faith,
and I have hopes for your future together as you grow to love a new pastor. I pray that God will be with you in
all that you do and that you will share your abounding love with the hungry and hurting in this community and in
the world.
I pray that you will be spiritually nourished by your work on Christ’s behalf. You are a congregation that
can have a great impact on so many people. Together, be faithful to God and have faith that God will be faithful
to you, and God will continue to richly bless your ministry together. Continue to work to glorify God in all you
do, and God will continue to bless St. Paul’s ministry mightily. I’m excited to see what God does with you in
the years to come.
Continued blessings on you as you celebrate your fifty years in ministry and the 500 th year of the Reformation. You have much to celebrate as you do it together with love and joy and humility. I look forward to being here October 7 to celebrate your anniversary with you and on February 26 to celebrate with you as you install Pastor Chad. It’s going to be an exciting and wonderful year to be a part of St. Paul’s ministry.
Your next chapter will unfold without me, as mine will without you. Whatever comes next, know that
you do not face it alone, for the God who made you and the Christ who redeemed you and the Holy Spirit who
comforts you will always be with you. As God has blessed you, may you be a blessing to others.
I love you all.
Faithfully, Pastor Mary Lou
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President’s Comments (February 2017)
Who are we? Where did we come from? Where do we want to go? What do we want to be? What are
we all about? As the year progresses we will be focusing on some of the questions.
We recently said farewell to our interim pastor, the Rev. Mary Lou Petitjean, who served us faithfully
during the past ten months. She was truly a blessing to the Family.
And we also want to thank the members of the call committee, who spent many days and hours in the
process that results in St. Paul’s welcoming its new Pastor. Thanks to all the committee members: Tracy Angel, Carol Arneson, Sandy Danforth, Louise Griffith (chair), Glenn Laursen, Judy McPhail, & Jean Opperman.
We will be celebrating 50 years of St. Paul’s Lutheran’s existence in Carson City. We will also be celebrating 500 years of the start of the reformation with Lutherans around the world which began with Martin
Luther nailing the 95 theses to the door of the Church in Wittenberg, Germany.
As we welcome the Rev. Chad Adamik as our new pastor we will also be focusing on our ministry for
the future. What should be the direction of our worship of the Holy Trinity and our reaching out and serving
one another and our fellow inhabitants of the world.
In its meeting on January 10th, the Council adopted several statements:
St. Paul’s Bible Verse: “For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.”—Hebrews
3:4
St. Paul’s Hymn: “Lift high the Cross” (ELW 660)
(

(Refrain) Lift high the oss, the love of Christ proclai
till all the world adore his sacred name.
1. Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod,
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.
2. All newborn servants of the Crucified
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.
4. So shall our song of triumph ever be:
praise to the Crucified for victory!

St. Paul’s Mission: “St. Paul’s Lutheran Family lifts high the cross to proclaim the good news of God’s love
to all people.”
St. Paul’s Vision: “The vision of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family is to seek God’s path for our lives and the life of
the church and to compassionately lead, serve and share Jesus Christ with the community and the world.”
Brief items:
The fund for the improvement of the audio/visual system, as of this writing, has $3,900. The goal for the fund
is $5,200.
The budgeting process for the next fiscal year (July 1-June 30) will soon begin. The finance committee meeting as the budget committee will meet on Monday, July 26, 6:30 pm to prepare the initial
budget proposal. Requests for funding by the various committees should be submitted prior to that
meeting.
In December, the budgeted expenses were 77% of the budgeted receipts; for the first six months, the
budgeted expenses were 107% of budgeted receipts. Significant improvement has been made in
recent months. Compared to the budget, the receipts after December are 84% of the budget; the expenses are 90% of the budget. One-half of the annual budget is $123,700.
The Council agreed to work with Partnership Carson City to provide diabetes related workshops in
Spanish and English using the $5,000 grant given to St. Paul’s by the last ELCA assembly.
New member David Harrell was welcomed to the Council and appointed the liaison to the Worship
Life Committee.
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President’s Comments (February 2017)
(cont)
Looking ahead, February contains the final four Sundays of the Epiphany season (Ash Wednesday is
March 1, Easter is April 16). For us at St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, it will be a month of welcoming our new Pastor, the Rev. Chad Adamik. He officially starts on Wednesday February 1st. Pastor Chad’s installation service
will be on Sunday, February 26, 3:00 p.m. Pastors and members of neighboring churches will be invited.
WELCA will be arranging for the reception after the service. We anticipate a very exciting and rewarding
month.
--Doug Thunder, President
***************************************************************************************

DID YOU KNOW continuing . . . . . . . .
Referring back to Pastor Bloomquist from last month, who started St. Paul’s as a mission church .,We forgot to
mention that he and his new wife Karen provided the altar candles stick holders which were wedding gifts, and
Jane Johns provided her mothers damask linens for the altar cloths. Our original building was dedicated in 1969
Pastor Gerald St. John, our 2nd Pastor came to us in 1970, he had a heart attack and left for California in
1977, his wife Phyllis (a brittle diabetic), they had two children, she also did the first children sermons for our
church. The communion chalice was offered by the Steward family which Mr. Steward got when he served in
the Navy. Individual cups were given by the Steve Johns family in memory of their parents.
During this time, we had only metal folding chairs to sit on (kind of cold especially, during the winter months).
Pastor St. John loved to sing in the choir and had a great voice. Our first organist was Harriet McLeish followed
by Vicki Hamilton and our choir director at this time was Jane Theiss. Sunday school was in the Sorlien Hall
and the nursery was in the pastors office, which had a sink in it at that time. There was no Sacristy room. We
also held coffee hour in Sorlien Hall which had a tiny kitchen. The rest rooms were where we currently count the
offering, which is also the copy room.
In these early days, the building was cleaned by volunteers which were made up of families including their kids,
families alternated either every week or month (of course they were all a lot younger then).
50th Anniversary Committee
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THE LEE GROUP
WELCA CHILI COOK-OFF AND SILENT
AUCTION WITH SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT

THE LEE GROUP’s next meeting will
be Thursday, February 2nd, 2017,
11:30 a.m. in St. Paul’s Fellowship
Hall.
“LEE” is the nickname for “Life
Enrichment for Everyone,” or more
commonly, “Lutheran Eager Eaters.” All retired and/or grandparents’
generation people are invited.
It will be groundhog’s day and we
will be anticipating Valentine’s Day.
The luncheon will be an Italian
themed potluck. Spaghetti will be
provided; please bring a complementary passing dish of your own choosing: vegetables, salads, breads, desserts (chocolate?), etc.
We are planning a sing-a-long
appropriate to Valentine’s Day, accompanied by Vicki Hamilton. Please
come and enjoy the friendship and
fellowship!
Hosting the luncheon will be Dick &
Judy Lowther & Betty Thoreson.

Come one, come all to our annual SPLF Chili
Cook-off. Saturday February 11, 2017. We
have limited seating so please sign-up on the
WELCA bulletin board, the number in your
party that are attending and check off in
the column to the right of your name if you
are entering the chili cook-off. We also have
sign-up sheets if you are able to help with
additional suggested items listed or have
other complementary dishes you would like
to share.
Contestants should have their entries (only
chili will be judged) at church on Saturday
by 4PM. The fun festivities begin at 4:30PM
with the judging of the chili. The 1st and 2nd
place judge’s choice awards, along with the
people’s choice awards will be presented after dinner. All other contestants will receive
a consolation prize.
All other complementary dishes and desserts
should be at the church by 5PM. Dinner will
be ready approx. 5:30 PM.
It’s not too late to contact our church secretary if you have something to donate to
the silent auction. We already have some
items but could always use more; or contact
Linda Wilson if you would like to join the line
-up of entertainers to liven up the evening.
The cut-off for entertainment sign-up is
noon on Thursday February 9th, and the receipt of auction items is noon on Friday February 10th.

Also, please note that the following
meeting will be Thursday, March 2nd,
11:30. The day after Ash Wednesday, the luncheon will feature our annual corn beef and cabbage dinner, in
anticipation of St. Patrick’s Day.
If you have questions, please call
Bev Steinert (883-6096) or Doug
Thunder (883-1548).

Thanks,
Linda Wilson
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ST PAUL’S ANNUAL
RUMMAGE SALE IS
A GO!

WELCA
WOMEN OF THE ELCA
St. Paul’s Lutheran
Family

Thanks to all who turned out for the Bible Study/
Brunch with Pastor Kim Morgan of St. Peters On Saturday January 14th. The weather wasn’t our friend for
this event, but her message was uplifting and the food
was delicious.

Saturday, February 11th– Chili Cook-Off – 5:30
p.m.. Linda Wilson has agr eed to champion this
event again! Watch for details in a separate item in
this newsletter. This is another important fund raiser
for St. Paul’s. Think about items you could donate for
the silent auction! Polish your chili recipe and plan to
compete! Fun, fun, fun!

March – Watch February Newsletter for announcement of a WELCA meeting. Planning for a fun gathering for women of St. Paul’s!
Saturday – April 22nd – St. Paul’s Annual Rummage Sale – it is a go!! See another ar ticle elsewhere in this newsletter

Saturday, May 13th – Mother’s Day Brunch. Tr aci
and the Youth Group will again host this event for the
mother’s and daughters of St. Paul’s. Mark your calendar and plan to attend!
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We have been encouraged by the number
of you who have indicated you will help.
That is a great start—but of course we can
use more helpers so please continue to add
names to the sheet on the WELCA board.
This is truly a St. Paul’s Team effort!
After you sign up, you will be contacted
to see what types of things you are
able and willing to do for this event—
and when.
This is St. Paul’s most major fundraiser.
We would expect to make up to
$4,000 that can be used to support
local charities and also help with
items at St. Paul’s-- including the 50th
Anniversary celebration.
We will have short shifts beginning on
Monday after Easter and continuing
throughout that week prior to the sale.
We need some strong backs to help with
moving furniture. Great chance for
young men and women to help in the
evening.
Please begin to set aside those items you no
longer need or want. Think of jewelry, linens, glassware, books, toys, DVD’s, furniture, technology, clothing, holiday decorations, etc. Please only donate things that are
clean and in working order.
Watch the March newsletter for days and
times when you may drop off your donations.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

DID YOU KNOW?

The Sunday School staff and I are
looking forward to some Spring weather
which naturally makes us think of Easter
coming. Living in Nevada for so lon we
know we need snow for our water
conditions but we like warmth too and
this jelps bring everyone to Sunday
School Please watch your newsletters
and bulletins for upcoming activitiwa
and keep in mind that Vacation Bible
School will be happenng early this
summer. In the March newsletter I will
have a date for you to mark on your
calendars . We will need volunteers.
Lots of people with good ideas and most
of all kids, so please help us grt the word
out so we can make this a great time for
all!
Renee Woslum,
Sunday School Superintendent

There are funds available from
Thrivent Financial ‘s Action Team
Program for using with volunteer projects at our church? As long as there
is a Thrivent member who enters the
project which supports and engages
volunteers in supporting the church or
our community. There are churches in
Northern California with many
Thrivent members who have used this
program and obtained lots of funds
for use in their communities. Please
see Renee in the office for more
detail.

PROPERTY Committee-

.

Current News~
There is a new Chairman for the
committee, Clay Woslum and he will
need people to step up and help with
various duties. He is analyzing any
issues we have and is anxious to get
going so let’s all get behind him and
give him the support he needs!
Thanks
Clay!!!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Rummage Sale Brainstorming

Friday, February 3 at 10:30 a.m.

If you want to come and have input into how
this year’s rummage sale goes, please join us
for a meeting on Friday, February 3rd at
10:30 a.m. We will talk about how last year’s
event went and brainstorm ideas for this
year’s event.

Please join us! We promise to be organized
and you will be out of here in an hour!

February 4-Millie Nielsen
February 6-Gloria Hamilton
February 6-Isabella Hamilton
February 6-Mia Hamilton
February 6-Nathan Hillenbrand
February7-Loreen Hautekeet
February 7-Chuck Lacugna
February 11-Brita Steyn
February 13-Thelma Bataille
February 17-Merry Romine
February 28-Lauryn Bailey
February 28-Katheryn Opperman
February 29-Michael Esenarro

ST. PAUL’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMITTEE
.
Thanks to all of you who generously
supported the 50th Anniversary spaghetti
lunch on January 15th. This was our first attempt to help lower the cost of the dinner tickets at the Carson City Nugget on October 7,
2017. We are planning other events for this
same purpose and pray you will continue to
help with this effort.
Our next meeting for the committee is February 13 2017 at 11am.

Please Note on your calendars!
Vicki Hamilton teaches a Bible study
once a month and the first meeting this year
will be Tuesday, Feb. 7. at 9:30 am The class
did not meeting in December and January
but are gearing up to begin again.
Please join us!

Thanks again, 50th
Anniversary Committee
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WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
February 5-8 am Louise Griffith
10:30 am Renee Woslum
February 12-8 am Jay Olshen
10:30 am-Sharon Gesick
February 19-8 am
10:30 am-Tom Gesick
February 26-8 am-Joan & Jere
Schultz
10:30 am-Linda Wilson

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Jerry, Brandon (Luterick), Ike
(Moellendorf), Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter
(Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah
(McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), Jason
(Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Carlos
Armando (Cortes)
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS:
Andy (Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina
(Sherman), Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)

GREETERS
February 5-Judy McPhail
February 12-Mary Neumann
February 19-Kristine Sandmeier
February 26-Dorit Sandmeier

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR:
John, Roy T., Michael, Julie, Eileen,
James, Harold, Jane, Betty Ray, Diane
L.,Betty, Frank, Glenn L.,Peggy S.,
Caroll M., Don K,, Nellie, Debbie.
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Earl (Bev Gutzman’s brother,
recovering from a serious stroke); Stan
Bernette (Joan Yeskie’s brother-in-law,
with leukemia); Angelo DeFelice;
Oscar & Susie Anderson’s daughter
Kathlina (prayers for recovery); Alice
Bloyd & her son (recovering from
surgery); Sandy Tucker’s son, Dennis
Coleman (for major surgery and lost his
house in a fire); Dave Harrell’s son-in
law David (Smokey-recovering from a
stroke and blood clots); Peggy Saville
(medical issues); Linda Wilson’s son
David, (major back injury, awaiting
diagnosis); Cheryl Kinder’s mother, Lila.
(difficult medical issues); Sara Pavell
(medical issues, hospice care)

READERS-8:00 A.M.

February
February
February
February

5– Betty Razor
12– Gloria Randle
19-Vera Logie
26-Louise Griffith

READERS 10:30A.M.
February 5– Holly McPhail
February 12– Linda Wilson
February 19-Judy McPhail
February 26-Richard Amhrain
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The Altar Guild is looking
for few new members. Briefly, an Altar Guild member
works with a partner one
month out of the year setting
up and cleaning up for Communion and preparing for
other aspects of the worship
service. If you would like to
help out or learn more please
call Mary DeFelice at 8820916.

Love ever gives,
forgives, outlives
and ever stands
with open hands.
And while it lives, it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative —
to give, and give, and give.

Disaster Preparedness kit
Take a quick pit stop on your Road to Ready and make sure you’re
equipped with all of the proper supplies you might need in the event of an
emergency or disaster. Keep these supplies in an easy-to-carry Disaster
Preparedness kit that you can use at home, work, and in your car.

Water: One gallon per person, per day
(3-day supply for evacuation, 2-week supply for home)
Radio: battery-powered or hand-crank
Copies of Personal Documents:
Medical information, proof of address, deed/lease to home, passports,
birth certificates, insurance policies, family communication pla
Food non-perishable, easy-to-prepare items (3-day supply for evacuation,
Flashlight + Extra Batteries
Medications (7-day supply) & medical items
Maps of the Area
Sanitation & Personal Hygiene Items
Extra Cash
First-Aid Kit
Multi-purpose To o l
Cell Phone Charger
Consider: Road Flares, Reflective Signage, extra clothing, sleeoing bag
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