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FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK
‘Ashes to Ashes…’
Ashes.
I scatter them. They slip away from cold-numbed fingers.
It is winter. Nothing grows in winter—
does it?
Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust.
But a dancing fire warms my hands
and its ashes cultivate growth.
We are ashes;
our lives slip through our fingers
sometimes. Or so it seems.
We are also formed from the earth.
We are dust.
Scattered in God’s garden
“to till it and to keep it.”
Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust.
-- Jill Crainshaw, Presbyterian Church USA minister

The seasons of Lent and Easter in Christian traditions call us to reflect on rhythms of feasting and
fasting and feasting in our world, our churches, and
our spiritual lives. But the traditional Lenten fast is
complicated this year because fasting in our world
today is a complicated concept. Too many people’s
bodies and souls ache because of fasts imposed on
them by unjust life realities. Too many people’s tables are too empty because they lack adequate access
to food.

…

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. On Ash Wednesday,
our foreheads smudged with charcoaled Palm branches
from last year’s now-cold feast, we are reminded:
By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread
Until you return to the ground,
For out of it you were taken;
You are dust, and to dust you shall return.
–Genesis 3:19
Life is fleeting and fragile.
Because life is fleeting and fragile, Lent calls us to
work–by the sweat of our brows–to embody the Gospel’s Easter promises of abundant feasts for all people.
Lent calls us to give up apathetic notions that we are
powerless to do anything about injustice and instead to
believe with our hearts and bodies—with fierce and
fearless everyday actions—that God’s promises of good
things for all people can become realities.
This is perhaps the most palpable outcome of a holy
Lent: people of faith considering what it means to live
lives of meaningful sacrifice and redemptive service in
the name of Jesus and then taking steps to do just that.
Reminder: this year, Ash Wednesday falls on
February 14, 2018
God’s peace be with you!

Pastor Chad Adamik

So, we wonder…To what fasts can we commit ourselves during this season that will teach us how to
fashion redemptive and life-giving relationships with
each other and this earth that is our home?
What can we plant in the ashes and dust of Lent’s great
fast that will bring forth a resurrecting great feast for our
world’s hurting people?
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February Birthdays

LEE GROUP
The 2nd 2018 Luncheon of the
LEE GROUP will be on Thursday,
February 1st, 11:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family. It will be groundhog’s day (minus one); we will be
anticipating Valentine’s Day and
Ash Wednesday—both on 2/14!
The luncheon will be general potluck—please bring a passing dish
of your own choosing: pasta, casseroles, vegetables, salads,
breads, desserts (chocolate?),
etc.
We are planning a Valentines sing-a-long accompanied by
Vicki Hamilton. Please come and
enjoy the friendship and fellowship!
For more information, call
Bev Steinert (883-6096) or Doug
Thunder (883-1548)

Feb. 6– Gloria Hamilton
Feb. 6-Mia Hamilton
Feb. 6-Isabella Hamilton
Feb. 6-Nathan Hilenbrand
Feb. 7-Loreen Hautekeet
Feb. 7-Chuck Lacugna
Feb. 11-Brita Steyn
Feb. 13-Thelma Bataille
Feb. 17-Merry Romine
Feb. 28-Lautyn Nailey
Feb. 28-Kathryn Opperman
Feb. 29-Michael Essenarro
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President’s Comments for the February 2018 Newsletter:
We have arrived at the summit: seven months have passed since the last elections and
the passage of the annual budget. So, “it’s downhill from here.”
But during our skiing down the slopes of the next five months, there are some challenges
to grab hold of and some roadblocks to steer clear of and some very important tasks to undertake.
As we are speeding down, we need to also look ahead. Five months from now we will
need to prepare for climbing the next hill ahead of us. There will be the budget that we need to
prepare and present to the congregation. And then there’s the fact that several council members will reach the end of their terms—there will be the need to elect at least three new members to the council.
And we will need to work to ensure the funding of the new budget—both needs are part of
stewardship: people devoting themselves to three years of service, and all of us dedicating ourselves to generously support the financial needs of the congregation. All of this will reach fruition in the annual congregation meeting in May or June. Stewardship will need to be a major
emphasis as we glide downhill. Budgets, elections, financial support—all big items, we will
be kept busy!
But first, I want to thank many people. In the traditional duty of the president I asked
for contributions from the congregation to provide Christmas gifts for our staff. My request
was generously rewarded with $890 in gifts. Vice-President Tom Gesick and I agreed on the
distribution of the gifts to nine paid staff and our financial secretary and treasurer—volunteers
who devote considerable time without compensation. I am truly grateful to all who supported the gifts—and to all who received them.
In December, we were saddened to receive the news that our long-time dedicated musician had to take leave from her duties. Carol Arneson has served the congregation over the
years in many ways, and we are truly grateful. Upon receiving her Christmas gift from St.
Paul’s, Carol sent the following note:
“St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Congregation,
Thank you for the very generous Christmas gift. I accept it with humility. It was a
privilege serving as the church musician for over two years. I apologize for my body’s lack
of cooperation, but I had to admit I couldn’t continue. Medical events aren’t always convenient. I will enjoy being a member in the pew.
Blessings, Carol Arneson.”
—And continued blessings to Carol!
Finally, there are many ways active members of the church can serve the congregation
and the community. The church council has approved a “CHURCH FAIRE” for Sunday, February 25. There will be one service at 9:00 a.m., on February 25. After that service the
Church Faire will take place in Friendship Hall. Presentations of the various activities and opportunities of the congregation will be displayed around the room—providing important ways
members can be involved the life and mission of the congregation. Please plan to attend and
participate.
This year Ash Wednesday coincides with Valentines Day—February 14. Special services will be held
as
we begin our six-week Lenten preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s triumphant resurrection—please
check St. Paul’s Calendar.
—Doug Thunder, President
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BELL RINGERS NEEDED!

CHANGES IN THE DISTRIBUTION
OF ST. PAUL’S NEWSLETTER-IN
APRIL

The Bell Choir is in need of members, no
experience necessary according to
Michelle Powers, director. Someone who
can read music is a plus but not necessary. If you have never been in a Bell
choir you will need to go through a learning process but if you have patience you
can make it happen with Michelle’s help.
If you are
Interested please call Michelle Powers at
775-720-1916 with questions.

Due to the ever-rising costs of producing our newsletter, the Council has decided that starting with the
March issue we will be offering a few options to the
congregation in receiving it.

Please NoteSt. Paul's will be joining with St. Peter's Episcopal Church and Carson City First Methodist Church for a community Ash Wednesday
worship service. Ash Wednesday falls on
February 14th. Carson City First Methodist
will host the service, which will begin at 6:00
p.m. Carson City First Methodist is located at
212 N. Division Street.
Also on Ash Wednesday, Pastor Chad will be
available at the church for anyone who would
like to talk, be prayed for, and receive ashes.
Pastor Chad will be available from 6:30 am
until 8:30 am (for those on their way to work

These options are:
1. E-Mail a copy of the file to you for you to read
and/or print at home. We will need an updated EMail address for you.
2. If you don’t wish for it to be sent to you by E-Mail
and you have a computer you can bring up the
current version which is on the church website.
3. You can pick up a copy here at church on the Narthex counter when you come to service or otherwise.
4. Renee will still mail special request copies and
these will be to shut-ins and others who have no
other means of receiving the newsletter. Those
people will need to contact the office and request a
mailed copy. We will no longer have the Bulkmail reate so we will need to maintain a mailing
budget
When you decide which method you would like to receive your newsletter would you please fill out the
small request form that will be available on the narthex counter and either return it to the office or give it
Pastor Chad or Renee. On this form you can indicate
if you would like E-Mail, what your E-Mail address is
and etc.
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WELCA’s Annual Rummage Sale is scheduled for Saturday April 21, 2018. There was a kick-off
meeting on January 11th where we went over some preliminary plans. Linda Wilson volunteered
to chair this event. At this meeting and through soliciting help at the beginning of our church services we are grateful for the support by several of you that have volunteered to help in different
capacities.
This is a great start, BUT, we need more hands, especially volunteers that have and can drive
their trucks to haul donations to the church. We also are in great need of volunteers who can lift
some heavy objects and team up with volunteer truck drivers to pick up and deliver items to the
church. This is a great opportunity for our young adult youth group to pitch in and help us, as
well as other abled body men and women.
Please begin to set aside those items you no longer need, check with neighbors and friends that
are ready to get rid of some things they no longer want or need. Maybe you know someone who
is trying to down size or are refurbishing their home and want to get rid of some things. We’re
looking for CLEAN, OPERABLE AND IN GOOD WORKING ORDER, jewelry, linens, glassware, books, toys, DVD’s, furniture (small/large) clothing, seasonal décor, electronics, plants,
tools, etc.
A sign-up sheet will be on the WELCA bulletin board after the Chili Cook-off on February 10th,
so please be thinking of where you could help out with this event. We will have SHORT
SHIFTS starting on Monday April 16th through April 21, the day of the sale. Most of the work
will be unpacking items and placing in appropriate place, pricing items, (pricing information will
be provided) floaters, (to keep tabled items neat during the sale and helping customers), Cashiers, Cashier helpers (help bag items for customers etc.). Any amount of time you can give will
be greatly appreciated.
This is one of WELCA’s major fundraisers. We will use 100% of the proceeds from the sale to
help support local charities. Everyone is welcomed to our next St Paul’s Rummage sale meeting
scheduled for Thursday, February 8th at 1 p.m.
Please refer to the March newsletter for further information as to when you may bring items to
the church etc.
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Christian Education

There is a lot to offer here at St. Paul’s
when it comes to Christian Education. We
have the following activities going on all the
time:


Vicki’s Bible Study—held on the 1st Tuesday of every month at 9:30 am



Pastor Chad’s Book study-starting this
month –see article in this newsletter for
time schedules



Sunday School-held every week with
Music, Bible stories crafts and other activities for kids ages 3-8th grade





Confirmation classes-see posted schedule for times and dates to begin
A Vacation Bible School for one week in
the summer, this year starting on June
25-June 29.

Please help us pass the word in your neighborhoods and families that we have a very
lively and active Christian Education program
MEN’’S GROUP NEWS

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Jerry,
Brandon (Luterick), Ike (Moellendorf), Heather
Joyner (Johnson), Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold),
Peter (Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah (McGee),
Olivia (Lesperance), Jason (Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Will.
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: Andy
(Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina (Sherman), Mark
(Dickens), John (Gould)
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Roy T., James
W, Harold
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Russ Bowton-for healing, Jane Johns-medical
issues, Shirley Morey-Vicki Hamilton’s mom,
Dick Lowther’s sister-medical issues, Evelyn
Luterick-for healing, Nellie-for healing, Bev
Steinert-for healing, Dwight & Susan Holmquist
family=prayers for healing, Margaret Johnsmedical issues, Joe Webster-for healing,
Ellen Harrell-medical issues,
William Rawson-for healing, Bev & Ron Gutzman-for healing,

The Men’s group will be meeting this month
on Saturday, Feb. 17 and Saturday, Feb.
24. We invite all men who would like to
take part in our group to come as we are
going to decide our future here at St.
Paul’s. The meeting is at 9 am on both
Saturdays. Please join us for this important
fellowship.
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Marilyn Brandvold-for healing,
A prayer pf Thanksgiving : Nellie Revelle for the
birth of her first great-grandchild, Taizley-Don,
(Courtney’s daughter) born on Dec. 31, 2017.

WELCA CHILI COOK-OFF AND SILENT
AUCTION WITH SPECTACULAR ENTERTAINMENT

Come one, come all to our annual SPLF
Chili Cook-off. Saturday February 10,
2018!!
We have limited seating so please sign-up on
the WELCA bulletin board, note the number
in your party, check off in the column to the
right of your name if you are entering a chili
for the contest. Sign-up sheets will be provided on the WELCA bulletin board, if you
are able to help with set-up, additional items
listed or have other complementary dishes
you would like to share and stay to clean-up.
Contestants should have their Chili entries
at church by 4PM. All other complementary
dishes and desserts should be at the church
by 5PM. Dinner will be ready approx. 5:30
PM.
For donating Auction items please contact
our church secretary or Marla Johnson, 883
-7982; We will be using the Luther room for
storing auction items. If you would like to
join the line-up of entertainers, please contact Linda Wilson, 241-9005 or
dsldj1@yahoo.com, the cut-off for entertainment sign-up and the receipt of Auction items is Friday February 9th.
The fun festivities begin at 4:30PM with the
judging of the chili. The 1st and 2nd place
judge’s choice awards, along with the people’s choice awards will be presented after
dinner. All other contestants will receive a
consolation prize.

Begin meeting the week of: January 28.
Sundays—9:30 am to 10:15 am
Tuesdays— 12:15 pm—1:15 pm
Thursdays—6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
The study of Martin Luther’s Table
Talk will last for seven (7) sessions,
meeting once per week.
Please note:

St. Paul’s will be hosting the community
temporary shelter for the homeless this
winter during the month of February in
Friendship Hall. The temporary shelter is
hosted by a different church each month
between November and March. The temporary shelter provides homeless guests a
place to sleep out of the cold and winter
weather. Cots, blankets, tarps, and security
will be provided by he Carson City Sheriff’s Department. Volunteers to chaperone
guests overnight will be provided by the
organizers of the temporary shelter, headed up by Deacon Craig LaGier. Deacon
Craig is available address any questions
or concerns you have. Please see Renee
for contact information.
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USHERS-10:30 service

WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
Feb. 4-8:00 am-Kim Neiman, 10:30 am
Feb, 11-8:00 am-Tom Gesick, 10:30 am
Eb. 18-8:00 am Kim Neiman, 10:30 am
Feb. 25-One service at 9:00 am-Tom
`Gesick

Jan 7-D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 14--Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 21--Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
Jan 28 -Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J. Poncsak,
M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager

Youth Sunday School

Greeters—10:30 am

Youth Sunday School met on Sunday, January 28th
and the topic was the first in a series on stress.
We discussed how not to live with an “anxious
heart” and turning to our faith during stressful
times. Our next class is scheduled for Sunday,
February 11th 9:00-11:30.

Feb. 4-Judy McPhail
Feb. 11-Nathan & Sandy Miller
Feb. 18-Charlotte Christensen

The Youth Sunday School class is also discussing
(what may become) our annual retreat. We plan
to continue our theme of service and fellowship.
The retreat is tentatively set for July, but
schedules still need to be confirmed. Please keep
an eye out for updates and fund raising opportunities.

Readers 8:00 A.M

The picture that has been included is of rocks the
class painted in December for the Canine Rehabilitation Center and Sanctuary (CRCS) in Washoe
Valley to brighten up their land scape. CRCS is a
non-profit group that focuses on rescue, recovery
and placement of at-risk dogs.

Feb. 4-Holly McPhail
Feb. 11-Vera Logie
Feb. 18-Louise Griffith
Feb. 25-Linda Wilson (9:00 am)

Readers 10:30 A.M.
Feb. 4-Deanna Fine
Feb. 11-Judy McPhail
Feb. 18-Richard Amrhein
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The Fellowship Committee
Can you Help???

“St. Paul’s Town
Crier” wishes to
announce that
all should be
aware that Vacation Bible
School is coming! Yes, this
summer our
church will be
traveling to
days of old
when knights and Ladies were present iraveling in the kingdom
spreading God’s word to all and to
the dragons too! This will be happening during the week of June 25June 29. So, please mark your calendars and plan to
join us!. We would
like to make this the
best one yet so if you
can volunteer to help
us, we would love
that too!

Thanks to all of you who have volunteered
to help with the coffee hour after the
10:30am service. We still need your assistance with this and it is a great thing when
our members and GUESTS come after the
service to enjoy conversation over a cup of
coffee/tea and maybe a cookie or so. We
get to know each other so much better. So, if you can please sign up on the
bulletin board and select a date you would
like to help with the coffee hour. Judy
Webster and Dick Lowther are always
available to help you with this process. Please let either know,
2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORTS

Attention Groups and Committee
chairpeople!

Submitted by Betty Razor (Wellness
committee)
Tips for Home Safety while you are away

1. Notify a neighbor or trusted friend of your departure and return dates
2. Don't publish your travel/vacation plans
3. Leave contact number with neighbor or friend
4. Arrange for someone to pick up newspaper, mail
and etc. (or contact for US postal Service to put a
hold on your mail
5. Close and lock all windows and doors (including
garage and gates doors
6. Consider a timer to turn on and off outside and inside lights automatically
7. Unplug all unnecessary appliances (TV, stereos,
PC's)
8. Lock all jewelry, important papers, currency and other valuables in a safe place ( safe deposit box or home
safe)

We are currently working on the
church Annual report to the Sierra
Pacific Synod. Right after that report we will be putting together
the church’s Annual report. This is
the one that slists your accomplishments for the year and is published into a book form for Annual
meeting
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Youth group meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s right after second service until 1:30pm. All youth that are in 7th through 12th grade are welcome to join!
The Youth are looking forward to spring, which is just around the corner. One of the
first events coming up….. EASTER PANCAKE BREAKFAST the youth group will be
hosting their Annual Pancake Breakfast on Easter Sunday April 1st! We will be serving
breakfast from 9:00am until 10:30am! We hope that you will bring your appetites for
the BEST Pancakes around!!
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