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A Message from
Interim Pastor Jim Goldsmith
Dear Friends in Christ,
Fifteen months ago I wrote in my first
newsletter article to you, “It is my great
privilege to be able to serve with you here at
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family!” It has, indeed,
been a privilege and a great honor to serve as
your Interim Pastor for Transitional Ministry.
Both Karen and I are sad to have to give up
the rich connections that we have been able
to make here. We have been warmly
welcomed and amply cared for! But in the
midst of our sorrow we cling to the one truth
that has always sustained us ̶ God will
continue to watch over us and over you.

kerfuffle about how the congregation’s
constitution should be amended. While such
documents usually are seen as rather
mundane, part of the issue at stake was how to
envision St. Paul’s future. You will be happy ̶
I hope! ̶ to see below that there will be a
special meeting coming up to consider some
ways to reconcile those earlier differences.
There are many other things that I could write
about. Let me just say that I have been
blessed to work with many, many gifted and
dedicated people here ̶ thanks be to God!
I concluded that first newsletter article, “I
pray that God will bless us richly during our
time together!” My prayer was answered in
full measure, running over. God bless you all.

Although we did not accomplish everything I
had hoped we might, we did accomplish a
great deal together. We began with a series
of cottage meetings so that I could listen and
learn from you. That process concluded with
a 50-page report that told ̶ in your words ̶
the story of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family.
Those memories of the past, reflections on
the present, and hopes for the future helped
to guide much of the work that we did.

Fondly yours, in Christ,

Then came the Great Repair Project.
While the work was necessary it required
many adjustments and compromises over
several months. All in all, though, I would
say that the end result was worth it! In
addition, I can also say that the very process
of working together during the GRP was a
blessing, helping us to be more flexible as
we shared a vision for a better future.
We also had some difficult moments with a
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Pastor Jim

NOTICE
A special congregation meeting will be held
on Sunday, April 3rd, following the 10:30
a.m. worship service. The sole agenda item
for the meeting will be a recommendation
from the Congregation Council that the
voting members of this congregation adopt
a number of amendments to the
Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing
Resolutions of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family.
More information about the recommended
amendments will be available in the very
near future. This notice is to provide our
voting members with the constitutionally
required 60-day advance notice of a meeting
to amend the Constitution, Bylaws, and
Continuing Resolutions.
Ken Elverum, President

President’s Corner
After nearly three months away, it is great to be back with the terrific people that make St. Paul’s such a
great place to worship. Kay and I had a wonderful time as volunteer rangers in Guadalupe Mountains
National Park in west Texas. If you ever get a chance to visit there, especially in the fall when the big
tooth maples, elms, and oaks turn color, you will not regret it. To see such vibrant reds, oranges, and
yellows set against limestone cliffs and desert vegetation is an unforgettable experience. But Texas is not
home and we are glad to be back in Carson City worshipping with you once again.
I would like to thank Vice President Linda Wilson for filling in for me so well while we were gone. By
all accounts, she did a wonderful job! And thank you to Pastor Jim for keeping me so well up to date on
the happenings back home. I knew St. Paul’s would be good hands during my time away. Which is why I
am saddened to report to you that the Congregation Council reluctantly agreed to terminate the letter of
service agreement with Pastor Jim, effective January 27, 2016. As I stated in the letter you should have
received, the loss of his roster status within the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) was
simply an insurmountable obstacle. We truly wished a different resolution to this matter could have been
reached. The fact that one could not be reached left the council no other recourse other than to terminate
his contract. I know we will miss Pastor Jim’s guidance through the uncertain times ahead, but I am
confident that St. Paul’s will be okay.
The council’s next order of business will be to hire a new interim pastor as soon as possible. The synod
has recommended a candidate to us, but that person will not be available to come to St. Paul’s until early
March. The candidate is Pastor Mary Lou Petitjean who was formerly pastor at Lord of Mercy Lutheran
Church in Sparks. She is currently serving as an interim pastor in Colorado, but will be returning to
northern Nevada at the end of February. She will be presiding over services on Sunday, March 6th , so
please mark your calendars. Council members hope to meet with her before that time as she makes the
transition back home.
In the meantime, we will be relying on pulpit supply pastors to take us through February. First, on
January 31st, Bishop Mark Holmerud of the Sierra Pacific Synod will be here to preside at both services.
He will also be available after each service to answer any questions you may have. I have scheduled Rev.
Julius Rogina to be here on February 7th and Rev. Robert Stover on February 21st. Rev. Ruth Hanusa will
be here on February 14th and 28th. At this point, I have not scheduled any pulpit supply pastors after
March 6th, but I will keep you informed.
In other news, the Congregation Council met with the Special Committee on Constitutional Revisions
on Saturday, January 23rd, to hear its recommendations. As you may recall, two very different proposals
to revise our constitution were passed at our annual meeting last June. One proposal was submitted via
petition from members of the congregation and the other was the council’s required response to that
petition. In order to preserve neutrality, the special committee was appointed consisting of interested
members of the congregation and the three new, incoming members of the council who had no
involvement in the council’s proposal. Pastor Jim was selected as the facilitator/moderator to provide
background and guidance. He did not have a vote in the committee’s recommendations. It is the intent of
the council at its next meeting to select a date for a special congregation meeting this spring to vote on
these proposed amendments. If the proposals are adopted at that meeting, they can be voted upon again at
our regular annual meeting in June. If passed at both meetings, they will take effect this year. If they are
rejected, or not acted upon expeditiously, we may have to wait until 2017 to finally amend our constitution.
It is my fervent hope that we will finally agree on what needs to be done to amend the constitution. We
need to put this issue behind us and start acting like the family we all profess to be part of, where people
can disagree, sometimes amiably, sometimes not, but still love each other when all is said and done.
Ken Elverum, Congregation Council President
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WORSHIP LIFE COMMITTEE
The Worship Life Committee held a meeting
on January 17th between services with eight
members in attendance. Council President Ken
Elverum was a guest. He informed the group
that we are trying to keep everything running as
best we can with Pastor Jim leaving; guest
pastors will lead worship until a new interim
pastor is named. Ken has scheduled pulpit
supply through March 6th.
We are planning on having Wednesday night
Soup Suppers during Lent, with the Holden
Evening Prayer service following, led by choir
members. Ash Wednesday will be at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church this year. There will be no
Easter Vigil.
I have asked each segment of Worship Life
that has a budget to give me a run-down of their
expenses so the Finance Committee can use
them to start planning the new budget.
I have also asked all of the worship-related
groups to give me a list of their activities so I
can combine them in our Annual Report.
Our next meeting will be Sunday, April 3rd
at 9:00 a.m., between services.
Respectfully, Judy McPhail, Co-Chair
STRUCTURAL PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Since the major construction is done there a
few left-over items still being checked out
for consideration, like an LED sign for the
corner of Saliman and William Street and
video screens within the Sanctuary, plus
more. We will continue to keep you
informed of these and other items like the
SOP (Standard Operating Procedure)
manual for showing people what we have
used in the past to fix or operate various
things around the church.
Dick Lowther
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WELLNESS COMMITTEE
Sadly there are numerous families/
children within our community with limited
resources to provide the basic needs to
attend school. These are such items as a
backpack, pencil sharpener, crayons, as well
as a jacket or shoes. The Wellness
Committee is seeking your comments and
support as to how our church may provide
assistance to those less fortunate children in
our community. Our church members have
been extremely generous in the past.
There is a need for consistency in this
community outreach program and the
committee will be working with the Carson
City School Advocate (who confers with the
school nurses to identify the specific
children and their needs) on how we at St.
Paul’s can provide effective support. There
has also been a discussion on formalizing
this program into one with a tax write-off
for donations.
Currently, the committee is working with
the Advocate to provide some immediate
needs that will be posted on the bulletin
board every other week. Because of the
weather, jackets and shoes are in critical
need and the most costly item. We will
provide a posting of sizes needed for jackets
(girls or boys) along with shoes. If you put
your initials by an item you are committed
to provide the item within the next week.
There will also be posted a list for:
Backpacks, boy or girl
Pencil sharpeners, crayons and folders
Paper
Other school supplies
Thanks a bunch,
Betty Razor

PLEASE HELP!
We know that changes happen all the
time so would you please remember to update
information with the office regarding your address, phone number, birthdays and E-Mail addresses (optional) when they change? In order
to be accurate for our general record-keeping
and the newsletter we need your updates.
Thanks so much,
Renee

Youth group meetings are held on the
second and fourth Thursdays of each
month. The meetings are held at the church
from 6:00 p.m. ̶ 8:00 p.m.
They have a very busy spring ahead of
them. First on our list coming up...
EASTER PANCAKE BREAKFAST!
The youth group will be hosting their
Annual Pancake Breakfast on Easter
Sunday, March 27th! We will be serving
from 9:00 a.m. until 10:30 a.m! We hope
that you will bring your appetites for the
BEST pancakes around! We look forward
to serving you on Easter Sunday!

Have a great Valentine’s
Day

LEE GROUP
February is the month when we honor
two presidents and observe Valentine’s
Day. Once again this year the LEE Group
will gather on the first Thursday of the
month for a potluck luncheon. After the
meal we will join in singing several of our
favorite love songs. “LEE” started out as
“Life Enrichment for Everyone” ̶ we now
think of it as “Lutheran Eager Eaters.”
We invite all in the “grandparents
generation” to join us on February 4th at
11:30 a.m. in Friendship Hall at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Family. Please bring a dish to
share (main course, casserole, vegetables,
salad, dessert, bread, etc.). Come and share
the fellowship and friendship!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
The next meeting of the Christian Education
committee will be held in February. Please
watch the bulletin for more details. We
need to elect a chairperson and make some
plans for the Spring lessons as we go into
the Lenten and Easter seasons.

In November, WELCA purchased a new
vacuum cleaner for St. Paul’s. The vacuum
was purchased with some funds raised by
the annual rummage sale that all members
of St. Paul’s participate in.
         
WELCA had a successful Bible Study/
Brunch with Pastor Kim Morgan as the
facilitator on Saturday, January 16th.
Women of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
were our guests.
         
As the newsletter is going to press, we are
looking forward to the Annual Chili Cookoff/Silent Auction. Thanks to Linda Wilson
and her crew for coordinating that event and
to all who contributed in any way to its
success.
         

The Sunday School has made some changes
in the past few weeks. First, we have a new
substitute teacher for the lower grades,
Shelley Stevens. Shelley previously taught
the lower grades for many years and has
come back to help us until Sandy Tucker is
able to return. Linda Wilson has agreed to
take over the 3rd-5th grade class as Carr
Sandell has decided to take a break from
teaching for a while. A hearty Welcome to
both of you!!
Please tell everyone about our Sunday
School! Blessings, Renee Woslum

UPCOMING EVENT FOR EVERYONE!

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
Our next meeting is on Thursday, February
11th, starting at 11:00 a.m. at the church.
We will be discussing the budget for our
committee and a NEW “St. Paul’s AllCongregation Survey.”
Judy Lowther, Chairperson

TUESDAY, March 15th ̶ 6:00 p.m.
The congregation and community are
invited to an evening with Laura Tennant,
Leader-Courier Columnist and Historian for
the Dayton Valley Historical Society.
Tennant has turned her life’s love of Dayton
history into a new book, “Dayton: Images of
America,” a photographic journey through
Dayton’s history.
Tennant and Jack Folmar, an expatriate
who has been fascinated with Dayton
history since moving here about 13 years
ago, collaborated on the book.
The book is the first on Dayton history to
be published since the Nevada Historical
Society published Fanny Hazlett’s memoirs
in 1922.
Mark your calendar! Bring a friend
and come and enjoy hearing about some
history of our area.

Volunteers are needed to be counters after
each worship service. This is a super way
you can help out and it doesn’t usually take
more than about fifteen minutes. Won’t you
please sign-up on the sheet in the hallway?
Training is provided.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

MARATHON QUILT MAKING DAY
The event was held on Tuesday,
January 12th and was a huge success.
Many thanks to the 14 people (including
4 new people) who met from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. to lay out squares, cut batting and
backs, sew quilts together, tie them and
make bags. At noon we had a lovely
potluck lunch of soups, salads, breads and
desserts. Everyone had a good time
finishing 10 quilts and bags and laying
out 14 new quilts.
This was such a productive day that
we decided to do it again once each
quarter. Our next Marathon Quilt Day
will be Tuesday, April 26th. Mark your
calendars and join us for a fun day.
Between now and then we will
continue to meet on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of each month from 9 a.m. to 12
noon to work on the quilts. Everyone is
welcome to join us. We will teach you
what you need to know to help us with
the quilts.
If you have any questions, please call
Sarah Jevne at 882-3240.

February 1 ̶
February 4 ̶
February 6 ̶
February 6 ̶
February 6 ̶
February 7 ̶
February 7 ̶
February 11
February 13
February 17
February 28
February 28
February 29

Bill Massie
Millie Nielsen
Gloria Hamilton
Isabella Hamilton
Mia Hamilton
Loreen Hautekeet
Chuck Lacugna
̶ Brita Steyn
̶ Thelma Bataille
̶ Merry Romine
̶ Lauryn Bailey
̶ Kathryn Opperman
̶ Michael Esenarro

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Many thanks to the
congregation
members who joined
together and helped
put up our wonderful
Christmas tree!
These people worked
for hours to make it
stand tall and to
decorate it.
A special note of thanks to Clay Woslum for
picking out the tree and to George Hamilton for
help with transporting it from Genoa to the
church. It was truly a family effort and was
greatly appreciated!
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**Heavenly Handbells is in great
need of substitutes who can be at
practice on Mondays from 6:00 p.m.
until about 7:15 p.m. Please call
Darlene Lacugna at 775-265-0247 for
further information.
**The Altar Guild is also looking
for new members. What does a
member of Altar Guild do? A team
of two or more people serve for one
month of the year, in which they
prepare the altar for worship, set up
for communion and clean up after the
service. This takes about one hour on
Saturday for set up and one half hour
on Sunday for clean up. If you can
help, please call Mary DeFelice at
882-0916.

WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
February 7 – 10:30 –
Judy McPhail and Jean Opperman
February 14 – 8:00 –
Roger Moellendorf and Hannelore Hanke
February 21 – 10:30 –
Cheryl Kinder and Linda Wilson
February 28 – 8:00 –
Tom Gesick and Jean Opperman
February 28 – 10:30 – TBD

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Jerry, Brandon (Luterick), Ike
(Moellendorf), Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter
(Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah
(McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), Jason
(Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin, Carlos
Armando (Cortes)

GREETERS (10:30 a.m.)

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS:
Andy (Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina
(Sherman), Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)

February 7 – Judy McPhail
February 14 – Mary Neumann
February 21 – Holly McPhail
February 28 – Mary Neumann

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Our
Call Committee, Jennifer, John, Harry,
Peggy S., Roy T., Michael, Julie, Eileen,
James, Helen, George, Caroll, Joe,
Harold, Jane, Betty Ray, Diane L.,
Kennedy, Bill, Betty, Frank, Greg

READERS – 8:00 a.m.
February 7 – Cheryl Kinder
February 14 – Jay Olshen
February 21 – TBD
February 28 – Bob Larson

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Debbie; Sandy Tucker (recovering from
a hospital stay); Frank Zila
(recovering); Earl (Bev Gutzman’s
brother recovering from serious stroke);
Pastor Dawn Gregg (Faith, Albany OR,
with a compression fracture); Stan
Bernette (Joan Yeskie’s brother-in-law,
with leukemia); Cassie Cortes (cancer);
Megan (a friend of Hope Chowanski,
with a shattered elbow); Angelo DeFelice
(adapting to new heart medication);
Ashley (Don Warmuth’s stepdaughter,
hospitalized following a fire which took
the life of her five-year-old daughter);
Robin and her family

READERS – 10:30 a.m.
February 7 – Judy McPhail
February 14 – Linda Wilson
February 21 – Deanna Kojder
February 28 – Renee Woslum

Page 7

ST. PAUL’S
ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

We now have a place to store items if
you must donate them prior to the sale. If
you will alert Renee in the office that you
have things you’d like to deliver early ̶ or
if you need things picked up ̶ we will do
our best to manage those requests.

When this newsletter hits your mailbox,
it will be only two months until our Annual
Rummage Sale. A special thing about this
event is that it involves so many members
of St. Paul’s. There are lots of ways that
you can be involved. The event raises
funds to support items at St. Paul’s and in
the community as well as other charitable
groups.
The week of March 28th we will need
help in sorting, setting up, working at the
sale, etc. We will have “short shifts”
available so we hope you can work it into
your schedule to be involved. It is a great
chance to spend
time with other
members of St.
Paul’s ̶ you might
even meet someone who attends
the “other” service
that you don’t
know!

Remember to think of ALL of the things
you could donate:
House plants Clothing
Appliances
Jewelry
Furniture
Dishes, pans
Bedding
Towels
Rugs
Collectibles
Knickknacks Tools
Flat screen
Cars, trucks Toys, games
TVs (that
Decorative
Books
work!)
items!
ETC.
         
On Monday, February 8th at 10:00 a.m.,
there will be a brainstorming meeting to do
some planning for this year’s event. If you
have some ideas for things that could be
done differently or you just want to help us
lay the groundwork for another successful
sale, please join us!
A SPECIAL REQUEST

The rest of the church staff and I would
like to thank you all very much for the
wonderful holiday gift! We appreciate
being recognized by the congregation and
wanted to be sure you knew!!
Thanks again ̶ Renee, Carol, Judy, Roy,
Karin and Dick

A congregation member is in great need of a
temporary home for her dog as she has to move
soon from her present address. The dog is a 2
year old male, medium size, about 40 pounds.
He is friendly, likes people and is adaptable.
Please contact Renee in the office if you are
interested in helping her or know of some other
arrangements she can make so that she won’t
lose her beloved pet.
Thanks ahead!
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President ̶ Ken Elverum ̶ 882-3021
Vice President ̶ Linda Wilson ̶ 246-1543
Secretary ̶ Roger Moellendorf ̶ 315-5295
Treasurer ̶ Gloria Randle ̶ 884-3253
Financial Secretary ̶ Holly McPhail ̶
443-6639
Stewardship Committee ̶ Nathan Miller,
Council Liaison ̶ 883-3194; Judy
Lowther, Chair ̶ 882-5683
Christian Education Committee ̶ Renee
Woslum, Council Liaison ̶ 883-7748;
Chair (vacant)
Structural Property Committee ̶ Bill
Sandell, Council Liaison ̶ 246-5439;
Chair (vacant)
Coordinating Design Committee ̶ Tom
Gesick, Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744;
Jean Russell, Chair ̶ 882-6710





ST. PAUL’S “IN THE NEWS”
Recently, Ken Beaton was featured in the
Nevada Appeal’s “Silver Dollar and
Wooden Nickels” feature as he was thanked
for contributing to the Nevada Appeal at
least once a month, teaching us through
stories about our nation’s military history.
The Silver Dollar portion of this feature
recognizes achievement.
Caroll Massie and other female veterans
were also featured in the Nevada Appeal,
with Caroll’s picture on the front page. The
article was concerning “Women in the
Military.”
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Fellowship Committee ̶ Bill Sandell,
Council Liaison ̶ 246-5439; Kay
Elverum, Chair ̶ 882-3021
Wellness Committee ̶ Jean Opperman,
Council Liaison ̶ 885-0899; Betty
Razor, Chair ̶ 841-2208
Worship Life Committee ̶ Gloria Randle,
Council Liaison ̶ 884-3253; Judy
McPhail, Co-Chair ̶ 841-7620 ̶ Joan
Schultz, Co-Chair ̶ 883-6833
Youth Ministry Committee ̶ Tom Gesick,
Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744; Traci
Angel, Youth Director ̶ 721-5495
Finance Committee ̶ Gloria Randle,
Treasurer ̶ 884-3253

Rummage Sale REMINDER!!!
On Monday, February 8th at 10:00
a.m., there will be a brainstorming meeting to
do some planning for this year’s event. If you
have some ideas for things that could be done
differently or you just want to help us lay the
groundwork for another successful sale,
please join us!
A great thank you to everyone who gave their
time and money to the Season of 100 Kindnesses. It wouldn’t have been a success without all the support. Together we accomplished:
70 Dog Biscuits handed out at the Pooch Plunge
40 “Dinners in a Bag” to the families of the Boy’s &
Girl’s Club
Made sandwiches for the N.A. Group on 3
different Sundays
Handed out coats, food and blankets to displaced people
36 “Pumpkin Pie Kits” to local residents
Delivered decorated pumpkins to members of the
congregation
Delivered decorated pumpkins to Carson Plaza
Delivered 4 flower arrangements to local churches
Made a cookie decorating kit for the Advocates to
End Domestic Violence holiday party
Made a cookie decorating kits for the families supported by Advocates to End Domestic Violence
Delivered gift bags and blankets to the mothers supported by Advocates to End Domestic Violence
Mailed 80 handmade doves to members of the congregation and the community
Delivered a bag of homemade baked goods to a local
church
Gifted 80 oven mitts to the F.I.S.H. kitchen
Raked leaves for members of the community and the
congregation
Caroling in the community
Made chili for the displaced people at the Point In
Time Count
Delivered pizza to 6 different families

Did you know you are able to develop volunteer programs such as Make A Difference Day, and request funds
directly from Thrivent.com? Simply create a volunteer
Thrivent Action Team of a few or many Thrivent members
and see the website for detailed information on requesting
funds to cover project start-up expenses. https://
www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/thrivent-actionteams/
Complete information and forms are found at the above link
and any Thrivent member can request the funds directly at
Thrivent.com.
The Thrivent concepts have changed since December of last
year so Thrivent members should be aware that there are
still funding opportunities out there.
Charlotte Lacombe –former board member of the Carson
City Thrivent board

Please keep your ears open for more kindnesses to come!
Page 10

