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A Message from the Interim Pastor 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

Advent is one of my favorite times of the year!  A 
sense of hope and expectation is in the air as we pre-
pare to receive again the promised Savior, the Christ 
Child born to Mary and Joseph in faraway Bethlehem. 

Advent can also be a frustrating time of year.  
There is great pressure to jump ahead to Christmas – 
how many holiday ads have we already seen? – and 
skip over the deep messages contained in Scripture 
and the songs of Advent. 

I pray that you will join me in walking that tight-
rope in a variety of ways during December, from wor-
ship to bible study, from fellowship to generosity and 
service.  

And know always that God IS with us Emmanuel. 
On another note, the Cottage Meetings have 

been going well and I am gathering a great deal of 
helpful information for the transition process.  If you 
have attended a meeting, or are scheduled to, 
THANK YOU!  If you haven’t yet signed up to attend 
a meeting, please do so as soon as possible.  The 
signup sheets are posted in the church hallway.  If 
you and some friends want to get together at another 
time, there is a calendar of available time slots posted 
there as well; just let me know. 

Sunday morning bible study at 9:10 a.m. is a lot 
of fun as we read together through the Book of Acts.  
Thursday night study at 5:30 p.m. has gotten under-
way with an examination of the liturgy – what it is, 
where it came from, what it means.  You are invited 
to join either group, or both! 

Confirmation class is taking place on Sundays 
from 12:30 until 2:00.  We have three 8th graders and 
three 7th graders in the class.  A new curriculum from 
Augsburg Fortress called “re:form” has arrived and 
should be a great addition to our study. 

Please join us for midweek Advent soup suppers 
and worship on Wednesday evenings, December 3-
10-17.  And, of course, on Christmas Eve – 5:30 p.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. – and Christmas morning at 10:00 a.m. 

Walking the tightrope of life with you, for Jesus’ 
sake, 

PJ 
 

 

 

Volume 30,  Issue 12 

December 

  2014 

 

President’s Corner  

Merry Christmas to each and all!  It always 

sounds trite, but it is amazing that we are already 

at the Christmas season once again and we are 

about to celebrate the birth of our savior.  I have 

never figured out how time moved slowly when I 

was young, and so quickly now that I am older.  It 

ought to be the other way around, I believe.  

Sometimes, I would just like to slow it all down 

again in order to savor the experiences of life a 

bit more, but things do not work that way.  We 

keep pushing forward in life and so does St. 

Paul’s.  Lots of things are happening around here 

and I am hoping that we take a moment to 

appreciate the changes we are making and how 

they affect the worship experience at St. Paul’s 

and our daily lives. 

That said, the church council at its November 

meeting finished it’s work revising the continuing 

resolutions of our constitution and By-Laws that 

govern the various committees of the church.  

We made revisions to the Christian Education 

Committee and established, for the first time, a 

Youth Ministry Committee.  We, of course, have 

always had a youth group, but there was no 

supervisory group to provide guidance and 

coordinate it’s activities with other groups within 

the church.  The new committee consists of the 

pastor, Sunday School Superintendent, the 

Youth Director, one or more assistant youth 

directors, interested members of the 

congregation, and a council liaison.  The 

committee will meet the first Monday of each 

month, or as needed, to plan future activities.  If 

you are interested in participating in the Youth 

Ministry Committee, please contact Traci Angel, 

Youth Director, or contact Renee in the church 

office. 

  

http://www.stpaulsluthfamily.com/
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President’s Corner (cont) 

In addition, the council held a special session on 

October 28 to hear the recommendations from the 

Constitution and By-Laws Committee for further 

revisions.  After that meeting, we adopted suggested 

changes to the Audit, Call, and Nominating 

committees.  More information is needed concerning 

the other recommendations from the committee.  We 

will keep you informed as we go through this process. 

I hope you have been able to attend one of the 

cottage meetings being conducted by Pastor Jim.  

These are going to be extremely important as we 

begin to compile the profile of the church needed as 

we go through the transition process in the next few 

months.  Also, we still need persons to volunteer to 

serve on our Fellowship Committee.  We are currently 

trying to do the work of the committee piecemeal 

which has increased the work of others who are 

already pretty busy.  Please contact either myself or 

Renee in the office, if you have the time to volunteer. 

Finally, if you are interested in contributing to a staff 

Christmas gift, please send your gifts directly to me 

before December 21.  Kay and I are leaving the day 

before Christmas to spend the holidays with our 

daughter in Texas and would like to present the gifts 

to the staff before then.  Also, if you could include a 

note on how you would like to distribute your gift to 

various staff, that would be much appreciated.  I hope 

you and your family have a wonderful Christmas. 

Blessings to you all, 

 Ken Elverum, Council President 

  

 

   

    

 

 

 

 
 

 

WELCA 
WOMEN OF THE 

ELCA 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 

The Earthquake Preparedness presentation to our 

congregation in November was loaded with great 

information.  See article elsewhere in this newslet-

ter for more info.   

 

Some interesting and exciting things are happening 

for WELCA in the upcoming weeks!  

 

December 11 - Women of St. Paul’s---mark your 

calendar for 2 p.m. (NOTE THE TIME OF THIS 

MEETING.) We hope an afternoon meeting will 

make it possible for more of you to attend.    

 
 

This will be a chance to socialize over coffee and 

cider with a buffet of holiday treats.  If you want to 

exchange cookies, plan to bring 2 dozen----we’ll 

eat some and the others can be exchanged.  We’ll 

have some easy and fun games to play while we 

fellowship. 

 
Saturday, January 10th -- we’ll start the New 

Year with a Brunch at 9:00, followed by a Bible 

Study led by Rev. Kim Morgan of St. Peters.  The 

event will end by noon. We have invited the 

women of St. Peters to join us.  Plan to come and 

bring a friend.    

 

Sign up sheets will be available on the WELCA 

bulletin board for the brunch in January and the 

Chili Cook-off on February 7th.  We’ll need helpers 

and food!!   
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Structural Property Update 

 

 The Structural Property committee is 
continuing their work and has had additional 

meetings with the contractors.  Since there is 
a great deal of work to be done, we are still 
awaiting their final bids.  The group hopes to 

have these bids, be able to present them to 
the Church Council and begin the work on 
the floor in the Sanctuary in January or 

February.  Please keep your fingers crossed 
that we are able to accomplish this as 

everyone wants the work to be started and 

our church on its way to being completed. 

 

Dick Lowther, Chairman 

 

 

 

YOUTH NEWS  

  The youth group is going to be very busy for the next 

month!  We all love the holiday season and the youth are 

always willing to help those in need so we will be adopting 

a Family for Christmas.  Our group loves shopping..which, 

means we will be shopping until we drop for the family in 

need.  Some of the youth will also be helping the 

Advocates to End Domestic Violence with the Share Your 

Christmas Food Drive.  Please keep a watch out for some 

visitors around Christmas time as you never know if Santa 

and some of his amazing helpers will stop by… 

  Our group will be cooking up a storm December 14th 

for the coffee hour after the Sunday School Christmas 

Program.  Please join us for a fabulous lunch during the 

coffee hour.  The youth group will also be leading a few 

games to add a little extra fun!   We always have a great 

time working with the wonderful Sunday School Program!  

We look forward to serving you on December 14th! 

 

  

 On Sunday, December 14, 2014 the 

Sunday School will be presenting their annual 

Christmas program.  This year, we will have 

some new costumes thanks to Pat Thunder 

and her Magic sewing machine.  The children 

will be very festive and we hope to have a 

wonderful presentation for the congregation 

at the 10:30 service.  We also need to thank 

Dave Lingensjo who will accompany the group 

and lend his wonderful talents to our 

program.  After the service, the Youth Group 

led by Traci Angel will be presenting a light 

lunch during the coffee hour.  A BIG thank 

you to Traci for her continued support.   

 The Sunday School staff and I want to 

wish everyone a very Blessed Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! 

Renee Woslum- 

Sunday School Superintendent 

 

 

      

 LEE Group 

HO-HO-HO...did you know that the LEE Group will 

meet in Friendship Hall for their annual Christmas 

Potluck Luncheon  on Thursday, Dec. 4, starting at 

11:30 a.m.?  The main dish (ham) will be provided 

and you are asked to use the sign-up sheet on the 

church bulletin board to indicate what you will be 

bringing...salads, potatoes, veggies, fruit, desserts, 

rolls and butter.. Any side dish of your choice!  

So..”Jingle Bells” and “Deck the Halls”..EVERYONE 

is welcome to join us for the best meal in town! 

 

        

 

MANY THANKS for the beautiful cards and kind ex-

pressions of sympathy.  My mom, Mildred Rawson, was 

laid to rest alongside her husband in Galeton, Pennsyl-

vania on 11/22/14.  God blessed us with her presence 

for 93 years and now she is in the loving arms of her 

Savior...pain free!...with much appreciation,  

Nellie Revelle 

Christian Education News 
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 Dec. 7–Susie Anderson 

 Dec.14-Judy McPhail 

 Dec. 21-Bev Steinert 

 Dec. 28-Mary Neumann 

  

 Dec. 7-Linda Wilson 

 Dec. 14-Sunday School prgm 

 Dec. 21-Gloria Randle 

 Dec. 24-5:30 pm  TBD 

 Dec. 24-8:00 pm  TBD 

 Dec. 25-10:00 am  TBD 

 Dec. 28-Vicki Hamilton 

   

 

 Dec. 7-10:30 am– Ken Elverum  

 Dec. 14-8 am-Joan Schultz 

 Dec. 21-10:30 am-Gloria Randle  

 Dec. 24-5:30 pm –Louise Griffith             

   Linda Wilson   

 Dec. 24-8:00 pm-Jay Olshen & Gloria Randle 

 Dec. 25 –10:00 am –Joan Schultz 

 Dec. 28—8:00 am –Louise Griffith 

Communion Assistants for December  

 

  

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 

Our local Thrivent Chapter held a benefit  La-

sagna Dinner Fundraiser for a local re-

cently widowed mother with 2 young children 

(ages 4 & 6), whose husband was killed in a mo-

torcycle accident a few months ago.  The dinner 

was a huge success and a nice amount of funds 

was raised which were supplemented by 

Thrivent.  Thanks to everyone who bought tick-

ets and came to enjoy the good dinner and great 

fellowship we were able to experience that 

night. 

The chapter wishes to thank all of St. Paul’s 

members and friends for the support you have 

given to our projects this past year.  We could 

not have accomplished the many things we did 

without your support.  Thank you again! 

Oscar Anderson 

READERS FOR DECEMBER—8:00 AM SVC 

 Dec. 7– Louise Griffith 

 Dec. 14– TBD 

 Dec. 21-TBD 

 Dec. 28-TBD 

 

The Christmas Silence 

A Christmas Poem by Margaret Deland 

Hushed are the pigeons cooing low 

On dusty rafters of the loft; 

And mild-eyed oxen, breathing soft, 

Sleep on the fragrant hay below. 

Dim shadows in the corner hide; 

The glimmering lantern's rays are shed 

Where one young lamb just lifts his head, 

Then huddles 'gainst his mother's side. 

Strange silence tingles in the air; 

Through the half-open door a bar 

Of light from one low-hanging star 

Touches a baby's radiant hair. 

No sound: the mother, kneeling, lays 

Her cheek against the little face. 

Oh human love! Oh heavenly grace! 

'Tis yet in silence that she prays! 

Ages of silence end to-night; 

Then to the long-expectant earth 

Glad angels come to greet His birth 

In burst of music, love, and light! 
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 A very important series of Cottage Meet-
ings will still be happening in December.  These 
events will be led by Pastor Jim as a way of get-
ting to know, more deeply, St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Family and its people.  There will be a written 
questionnaire for each person to fill out, as well 
as a time for conversation.  After all of the Cot-
tage Meetings have been held, Pastor Jim will 
gather all of the information and prepare a re-
port on the meetings.  All of the information in 
the report will be anonymous. 
 
 Please contact Pastor Jim or the church 
office to offer to host a Cottage Meeting.  We will 
add yours to the schedule of various dates and 
times of day so that everyone can sign up to at-
tend a meeting. 
 
 The meeting schedule is being  
announced on the bulletin board in the hallway.  
You are welcome to attend the Cottage Meeting 
that is most comfortable for you, with people 
with whom you share things in common.  If 
there is absolutely no opportunity for you to at-
tend a meeting, please contact Pastor Jim. 
 
 
 

Cottage  Meetings 

Advent Mid-Week Services 

And Soup Suppers 

 Please mark your calendars to participate in our  

annual Mid-Week services  on December 3, 10, & 17.   

The soup supper will start at 6 p.m. and service follows  

at 7 pm.  So, please bring your favorite soup to share or  

a salad, dessert or bread.  This is traditionally a great  

way to take a break during the busy holiday season and  

come join us for good food, fun  

and socializing.   

Hope to see you there!   

 

2-Marie Boone  24-Rosette Moltz 

3-Madaline Yoho  26-Alice Bloyd 

4-Gloria Marsh  26-Steve Overlock 

8-Jean Russell  27-Clark Russell 

10-Cody Lopez  30-Christopher Moltz 

11-Gary Johnson   

12-Bill Anderson    

16-Mandy Chambers  

16--Jan Enders   

18-Bill Slabaugh   

19-Joan Schultz   

20-Frank Kodjer   

20-Nita Menveg   

21-Rick Adams  

21-Bob Chambers  

21-Carl Ewing 

23-Karrie Alexander 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
WELLNESS and OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

 The group met on Nov. 24 and was looking 

for input from the congregation.  The committee 

will be taking on some new responsibilities and is 

looking for volunteers to make phone calls to iden-

tified members: 

1. Check on their health and needs. 

2. Provide transportation to Church and/or 

church functions/MD visits/grocery shopping 

There are some needs in the community for dona-

tions:  Still needed are socks and underwear for 

children from 1st grade –High school.  In addition 

to that there is a need for coats, gloves and knit 

caps for all ages. 

 

If you have questions, please contact Betty Razor 

or Audrey Stroub. 
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ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE 

 We are looking for volunteers who would like to help 

decorate the Christmas tree when it arrives.  The plan is that 

the tree should be here by December 12.  If all goes well, we 

hope to have it up by Saturday, December 13 so that decorat-

ing can begin as soon as the Sunday School practice is fin-

ished for their program on December 14.   

 If you are interested in helping, please contact the 

office or sign up on a volunteer sheet that will be in the Nar-

thex.  We just need your name and phone number and you 

will be contacted regarding the time to come. 

 Thanks ahead for volunteering! 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKS !!!!! 

Thank you to the generous people we have here at St. Paul’s as 

well as the hard work they do un-noticed most of the time but 

highly appreciated.  I have been here a long time and have al-

ways known what a special group of people are here that will go 

out of their way to help each other.  Some examples lately have 

been the way our people have stepped up to lend a hand to our 

folks who are right now experiencing illnesses of all kinds.   

Another person to give a big “HUG” to when you see her is 

Betty Razor.  There is no limit as to what Betty will do to help 

any of us and the community as well!  Happy Holidays to you 

all! 

Stewardship Committee News! 

In November, the Stewardship committee arranged for 

three Temple Talks at both services.  We want to 

thank Bob Larson, Ken Elverum and Louise Griffith for 

their excellent and enlightening talks.  We also hosted 

the Nov. 2nd coffee hour and made the arrangements 

for the Nov. 30 Harvest Potluck celebration.  After 

both services on Nov. 30, we held the “statement of 

intent” burnt offerings ceremony.  The potluck was 

held to celebrate the day and to also welcome our new 

Interim Pastor Jim Goldsmith.  We are also planning a 

brochure that tells a little about St. Paul’s church for 

members and visitors.  Hope you all have a wonderful 

Thanksgiving! 

HOLIDAY WITH A HERO 

Can you help provide funding for this special event?  

Students in need are given the opportunity to go 

Christmas shopping with a local hero (police officer). 

They are given $100 to spend.  It is a wonderful time 

for bonding between the children and the officers.   

 

 

EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS 

 

On November 13, WELCA sponsored a program for 

the congregation on earthquake preparedness.  We 

were very fortunate to have as the speaker Dr. Annie 

Kell.  She is on the staff of the Nevada Seismology 

Lab. She received her Ph.D. from the University of 

Nevada, Reno. Dr. Kell was at ground zero for the 

M7.1 Christchurch earthquake in 2010. This event 

gave her keen interest in Education and Outreach, and 

has been involved with the Great Nevada ShakeOut 

since its inception. 

Some very detailed information on how to prepare 

yourself and your family for an earthquake can be 

found at the following websites:   

 

http://www.seismo.unr.edu/ 

 

http://www.fema.gov/earthquake 

 

https://www.fema.gov/earthquake/your-earthquake-

risk 

 

Members of St. Paul’s who were in attendance were in 

agreement that they were under-prepared for the event 

of a quake.  It was pointed out that there are many 

simple things we can do to prepare---first and fore-

most to have family drills and make your home as safe 

as possible.   

 

The straps that Dr. Kell suggested to hold furniture in 

place are called Quake Hold and are available at Home  

Depot, or Amazon, etc.   

 

http://www.seismo.unr.edu/
http://www.fema.gov/earthquake
https://www.fema.gov/earthquake/your-earthquake-risk
https://www.fema.gov/earthquake/your-earthquake-risk
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

The new Fellowship Committee (formerly the Outreach 

Committee) needs members!  Since the departure of Pas-

tor Stan and Elizabeth this past summer, this committee 

has languished a bit.  In fact, it has no chairman and no 

members.  It does, however, have a Council Liaison, Bill 

Sandell, but he is lonely and has no one to “liaison” with.  

Under the recent revisions to the standing committees ap-

proved by the church council, the Fellowship committee is 

charged with providing “a  friendly and welcoming at-

mosphere for both guests and members and to develop 

fellowship opportunities that serve this congregation and 

community.”  Some of its responsibilities are to organize 

the Lenten soup suppers, coordinate the Sunday coffee 

hours, host the potluck dinners prior to mid-week summer 

services, arrange special celebrations to mark various 

milestones of the congregation and its members, sponsor 

an annual church picnic, and others.   We all know Lu-

therans love to eat and join in Christian Fellowship.  If 

you think that you could serve St. Paul’s in this way, 

please consider joining the committee and give Bill some-

one to meet with!!  You can call Renee in the office to let 

her know of your interest, or contact Ken Elverum.  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Leadership. 

 Council- 

President-Ken Elverum  882-3021 

Vice-President-Roger Moellendorf  315-5295 

Secretary—Linda Wilson  246-1543 

Treasurer-Louise Griffith  232-7071 

Financial Secretary-Wayne Kinder  882-6538 

Stewardship-Joan Schultz  883-6833 

Wellness & Outreach-Jay Olshen  841-9020 

Worship Life-Gloria Randle 884-3253 

Christian Education-Renee Woslum  883-7748 

Structural Property Committee-Bob Larson 246-7752 

Fellowship committee-Bill Sandell  246-5439 

Youth Ministry committee-Jay Olshen  841-9020 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. PAUL’S FINANCIAL STATUS 

As of October 31, 2014 

 


