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A Message from
Interim Pastor Jim Goldsmith
Dear Friends in Christ,
The next few weeks will be filled with
feasting, parties, shopping and other
activities! I hope that you will also take the
time to prepare for and celebrate the birth of
our Savior with worship and fellowship here
at St. Paul’s. Here is a schedule for you:

ADVENT SCHEDULE
Advent Potlucks – 6:00 pm
on December 2nd, 9th, 16th
Advent Midweek Worship – 7:00 pm
on December 2nd, 9th, 16th
St. Mary’s Hospice
Service and Tree Lighting –
6:00 pm on Thursday, December 10th
Children’s Christmas Program
December 13th – ONE SERVICE
at 9:00 am – Brunch following
A Service of Lessons and Carols –
BOTH SERVICES on
Sunday, December 20th

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve Worship –
Thursday, December 24th
5:30 pm with Bell Choir –
8:00 pm with Vocal Choir

DECEMBER
2015

In addition to worship and fellowship, a lot of
work is going on in other areas of our life
together. A new address directory of St. Paul’s
members and friends has been printed; if you
haven’t picked up your copy please check
with Renee in the church office to get yours.
The Transition Team has completed its
interview process and compiled all of the
responses they received. The Team will
present its report to the Congregation Council
on December 8th. Copies will be available in
the church office the next day.
The Constitution Revision Committee is
nearing the end of its work. The committee
should be ready to present its recommended
constitutional changes after the first of the
year. Watch for announcements!
The Call Committee has been working to
compile all of the information necessary to
complete the Ministry Site Profile. Part of
that work involved a recent survey of opinions
from members of the congregation. The
committee is putting all of that information
together now.
May the joy and love of Christmas surround
you and those you love!
Yours, in Christ,

Christmas Morning Worship –
Friday, December 25th
10:00 am with special music
from Carol Fancher Seebach
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Pastor Jim

President’s Corner by Vice President Linda Wilson
Where has the time gone? It is so hard to believe that Christmas is just a few weeks away.
Since the time change it has been pretty dark in our parking lot until recently. I can happily
report that “I have seen the light!” Some of you have seen it as well. It has been a welcomed
sight by people that have been at the church in the evenings.
I would like to take this opportunity to recognize and commend all the committee/group
leaders and members that work so hard by donating their time and talents and continue to
help and support our family and community with love and care for one another, all to the
glory of God.
Some Congregation Council meeting highlights:


At our October business meeting, a representative from Carson High School presented a
proposal asking us if we would be interested in helping disabled students in a job training
program. Through discussion the council voted to move forward with the program by
granting the four students work for 30 minutes a day, two days a week, weather
permitting, under the direction of the custodians and the school coordinator. The program
started November 13th.



On October 27th the Finance Committee met with our Church Mutual Insurance
representative for the purpose of reviewing our property and liability insurance coverage
in detail. After a tour of the premises inside and outside it was discovered we needed to
take care of a few items. We have applied blue paint to the handicap parking space blocks,
and sidewalk edges have been marked with yellow paint to show caution when
approaching. The Structural Property Committee is in the process of taking care of the
rest of the items on the list.



We are in the process of hiring a snow removal service to clean the parking lot and
sidewalks on Sundays during the winter.



Repair of the sidewalks has been postponed until next year due to the unpredictable cold
weather.



The Fellowship Committee has been asked (and has agreed) to purchase and maintain the
common goods and consumables (i.e. paper goods – plates, cups, bowls, heavy plasticware – coffee, tea, sugar, cream, etc.) which the L.E.E. group graciously oversaw for many
years.

On behalf of myself and the Council members we wish Pastor Jim and his family, President
Ken Elverum and his family, and all of our SPLF family and friends a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year, as well as safe travels during this holiday season.
I continue to feel so blessed to be part of St Paul’s Lutheran Family, a very caring and
compassionate family.
Peace Be With You, Linda
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LOOKING FOR A SPECIAL HOLIDAY GIFT
FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS EVERYTHING?
IDEA #1 – Lutheran World Relief has a wide
variety of fair trade items – from coffee, tea and
chocolate to jewelry and toys – available through its
partnership with Equal Exchange. Fairly traded
products support small-scale farmers and
craftspeople around the world. Producers earn a fair
price for their goods, have access to affordable
credit, and can invest in education, health care and sustainable agriculture, building a better
future for their families. Lutheran World Relief receives a very small amount from each
purchase that helps to fund its support and development projects. Equal Exchange is a
democratically organized worker-owned co-operative dedicated to building a new model of
trade based on fairness, environmental sustainability and strong relationships between
farmers and consumers. Go online to http://shop.equalexchange.coop/lwrcoffee/ to see all of
the good things you can buy – and do good at the same time!
IDEA #2 – Food for the Poor is an organization that has been helped by St. Paul’s members
for quite some time, including our Vacation Bible School students this past summer. Food for
the Poor has an online Christmas catalog from
which you can “buy” anything from a fruit tree to a
pond full of fish, or school supplies to soccer balls,
and help children and their families throughout the
world. You can make your “purchase” in honor of
anyone you like and send them a greeting by email
or snail mail to let them know what you “gave”
them! Go online to http://www.foodforthepoor.org/
gift-catalog/wb/2015-christmas-7461/occasions/
christmas/ and start shopping!
IDEA #3 – Both Food for the Poor (800-427-9104; ask for Donor Services) and Lutheran
World Relief (online at www.lwr.org and click on the “Donate”/”Donate Once” tab, or by
phone 800-597-5972) are happy to receive monetary donations that can be used where needed
most – as are many other worthy causes. And your gift can be made to honor someone as a
holiday “surprise”!
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A Season of 100 Kindnesses has been busy!
Bags with all of the ingredients for a complete
pork roast dinner were distributed at the Boys
and Girls Club. Leaf raking helped out some
folks who were not able to clean them up on
their own. Pumpkin pie kits were assembled
and given out to people coming to F.I.S.H. for
some help. Blankets will be given out soon to
the needy, along with toiletries (compliments
of Western Nevada College students). And we
hope to send paper “doves” to a Lutheran
congregation in Paris as an expression of love
and support. How are YOUR kindnesses
coming?
“LOVE was born
on Christmas morn!”
St. Paul’s LEE Group will
will meet in Friendship Hall
for their “Christmas Feast”
potluck luncheon on
Thursday, December 3rd, starting
at 11:30 am. The main entrée
(ham) will be provided and you are
asked to bring a side dish (veggies, salads,
desserts, bread/rolls, etc.) to share. Hosting
are Andrea Knudson, Jim Rud, Cheryl and
Wayne Kinder, Susan Bunker-Niles, Ellie
Week and Sarah Jevne. Vicki Hamilton has
agreed to provide the piano accompaniment
for our after-lunch Christmas sing-along. So
tune up your voices and together we will
sing some of your favorite carols. Please
plan to join us as we celebrate the Advent
season. ALL are welcome!
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Our Youth Group held a Safe Halloween
Party on October 29th for quite a few kids.
The youth did a great job decorating and
organizing fun activities!
Youth Sunday took place on November
15th during both worship services. Youth
group members filled all of the adult roles
during worship (except for the musician’s
and pastor’s!) and did a very fine job.
Thanks to Tom Gesick for being the acolyte!
The youth also helped the Sunday School
kids rehearse and sing for the 10:30 a.m.
service on Youth Sunday.
The youth will have a Lock-In on
December 4th–5th at church. During that
event they will be painting and decorating
the Youth Room, fka (formerly known as)
the Evergreen Room. Please stop by and
see our “new look”!
We will spread holiday cheer with our
annual “Elfing” event on Saturday,
December 12th. The youth dress up in
costumes and travel all around to visit
church members, hoping to brighten their
day. Keep an eye out for us that day!
The next day, December 13th, will be the
Sunday School Christmas Program, and
several members of our Youth Group will be
participating. Right after the 9:00 a.m.
single service that day the Youth Group will
present a nice Brunch for you to enjoy. We
hope to see YOU there!

BIBLE STUDY / BRUNCH – Saturday,
January 16, 2016 – 9-12 a.m. Pastor Kim
Morgan, Facilitator. Guests will be women
of St. Peter’s.
WELCA hosted a special event on Sunday,
November 15th when four women told of
their experiences in the military. We heard
from Hazel Ryland (served 1942-1946),
Caroll Massie (served 1954-56 & 19761995), Connie Bisbee (served 1979-1986)
and Kim Neiman (served 1982-2012).
When you see these women, please
remember to thank them – and all veterans
– for their service. The picture below is of
that panel and they are seated as listed
above (L to R).

Please check the WELCA Board for sign-up
sheets for the brunch items we will be
serving.
         
CHILI COOK-OFF – SATURDAY,
JANUARY 30th – Linda Wilson has
graciously agreed to chair this event again.
Please see the WELCA Board for sign-up
sheets for the various ways you can help
with the event.
         
Just a reminder – all women of St. Paul’s are
considered members of WELCA. We hope that
you will mark your calendar for these various
events and plan to join us. If you would like a ride
to any of the events, please let Renee know in the
office and we’ll come and get you!

Christian Education Committee
The Sunday School will present their
annual Christmas program on Sunday,
December 13th, 2015. The program is
entitled “Sing a Song of Christmas” and
includes the children reading parts and
singing familiar carols about the birth of
Jesus.

         
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th – Mark
your calendar! 1:30 – Short WELCA
business meeting in the Luther Room.
THEN THE FUN WILL BEGIN!!!

The program has everyone from our
youngest students up through the eighth
grade (they helped re-write some of the
readings as they wanted to help in the
planning of the program). We truly have
some very talented and wonderful young
people in our congregation.

2:00-4:00 “Buffet of Games” for all
members of the congregation – all ages!!
What is a Qwirkle? What is a Quiddler?
Did you ever play Parcheesi, Sorry or
Rummikub? Join us for game day. Bring
cookies to share and bring your favorite
game if it isn’t listed above. Beverages will
be provided. Please sign up so that we can
plan accordingly!

Please consider volunteering to help
in Sunday school. We are becoming a
very active group!
Renee Woslum, Sunday School Sup’t
Page 5

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
ST. MARY’S HOSPICE
Service and Tree Lighting
Ceremony
Here at St. Paul’s at 6:00 p.m. on
Thursday, December 10th
This annual event is to honor and
remember those persons who have
received hospice care during the
past year. The large tree just north
of our church entry will be
decorated with lights to call
attention to the very good care that
St. Mary’s Hospice provides to
families in need.

The Carson City chapter of Thrivent is
following the pattern of the rest of the country
in transitioning to “Thrivent Member
Networks.” Our chapter will not have a board
after December 31st, 2015. Between now and
then, we will be moving to “Community
Action Teams,” with any Thrivent member
eligible to access a $250 gift card from
Thrivent as seed money to reach any charitable
funding goal. This seed money is intended to
be used for advertising signage, volunteer
support, and any expense incurred in the effort
to raise money for a charitable cause.
Applications for the gift card are online at
www.thrivent.com.
Volunteers are needed to be counters after
each worship service. Training is provided;
please sign up on the sheet in the hallway.
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December 2 – Marie Boone
December 3 – Madaline Yoho
December 4 – Gloria Marsh
December 8 – Jean Russell
December 10 – Cody Lopez
December 11 – Gary Johnson
December 12 – Bill Anderson
December 16 – Mandy Chambers
December 16 – Jan Enders
December 18 – Bill Slabaugh
December 18 – Steve Williams
December 19 – Joan Schultz
December 20 – Frank Kodjer
December 20 – Nita Menveg
December 21 – Rick Adams
December 21 – Bob Chambers
December 21 – Carl Ewing
December 23 – Karrie Alexander
December 24 – Meghann Adams
December 24 – Rosette Moltz
December 26 – Alice Bloyd
December 26 – Steven Overlock
December 27 – Grace Lofaro
December 27 – Clark Russell
December 30 – Christopher Moltz

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS
Please help decorate our worship
space by purchasing a poinsettia plant
– or two or more! The cost this year
is $10.50 per plant. Please complete
the form included in this newsletter.

WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
December 6 – 10:30 am –
Jean Opperman and Cheryl Kinder
December 13 – 9:00 am –
Bill Sandell and Nathan Miller
December 20 – 10:30 am –
Linda Wilson and Renee Woslum
December 24 – 5:30 pm – TBD
December 24 – 8:00 pm –
Linda Wilson and Tom Gesick
December 25 – 10:00 am – TBD
December 27 – 8:00 am – TBD

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Jerry, Brandon (Luterick), Ike
(Moellendorf), Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter
(Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah
(McGee), Olivia (Lesperance), Jason
(Coleman), Tom, Michael, Justin
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS:
Andy (Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina
(Sherman), Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)

GREETERS (10:30 a.m.)
December 6 – Judy Lowther
December 13 – Sharon Gesick
December 20 – Betty Thoreson
December 27 – Judy McPhail

CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Our
Call Committee, Jennifer, Bev, John,
Harry, Peggy S., Roy T., Susan, Michael,
Julie, Eileen, James, Helen, Chuck,
Darlene, Greg, George, Caroll, Joe, Jane,
Angelo, Harold, Betty Ray, Diane L .

READERS – 8:00 a.m.
December 6 –
Dec. 13 (9:00 am) –
December 20 –
December 27 –

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Debbie; Sher (acute leukemia); Bill
Massie (recovering from shoulder
surgery); Sandy Tucker (recovering);
Kelly (for guidance); family and friends
of Carol (Kinders’ daughter-in-law’s
mother, passed away); Betty Razor
(recovering); Kennedy (newborn with
health issues); Julia Hall (Judy
McPhail’s mother, broken hip in addition
to cancer)

READERS – 10:30 a.m.
December 6 –
December 20 –
December 27 –
READERS – Christmas
Dec. 24 – 5:30 pm –
Dec. 24 – 8:00 pm –
Dec. 25 – 10:00 am –
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ST. PAUL’S
ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

St. Paul's Financial Status
as of October 31, 2015

The annual rummage sale isn’t until April 2nd –
BUT we hope that you will begin to gather
things that you have decided you can live
without! We can’t store
anything at the church
until the last week of
March – but at that time
we’ll even come and pick
up what you have to
donate.

$80,000
$75,000

$70,000
$65,000
$60,000

Budget YTD (4 months)

Income YTD (4 months)

Expense YTD (4 months)

We would like to have a focus in one corner on
plants this year. If you have house plants that
you have grown weary of watering, consider
donating them to the sale. Also, if you have
extra outdoor plants that can be dug up and
boxed for sale, we would take those!
Remember that all of the money we make from
this sale goes to support local and church
sponsored charities. It is our biggest fundraiser of the year at St. Paul’s.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Family Leadership
President ̶ Ken Elverum ̶ 882-3021
Fellowship Committee ̶ Bill Sandell, Council
Liaison ̶ 246-5439; Kay Elverum, Chair ̶
Vice President ̶ Linda Wilson ̶ 246-1543
882-3021
Secretary ̶ Roger Moellendorf ̶ 315-5295
Wellness Committee ̶ Jean Opperman,
Treasurer ̶ Gloria Randle ̶ 884-3253
Council Liaison ̶ 885-0899; Betty Razor,
Financial Sec’y ̶ Kevan Lesch ̶ 267-0115
Chair ̶ 841-2208
Stewardship Committee ̶ Nathan Miller,
Worship Life Committee ̶ Gloria Randle,
Council Liaison ̶ 883-3194; Judy
Council Liaison ̶ 884-3253; Judy
Lowther, Chair ̶ 882-5683
McPhail, Co-Chair ̶ 841-7620 ̶ Joan
Christian Education Committee ̶ Renee
Schultz, Co-Chair ̶ 883-6833
Woslum, Council Liaison ̶ 883-7748;
Youth Ministry Committee ̶ Tom Gesick,
Chair (vacant)
Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744; Traci Angel,
Structural Property Committee ̶ Bill Sandell,
Youth Director ̶ 721-5495
Council Liaison ̶ 246-5439; Chair
Finance Committee ̶ Gloria Randle,
(vacant)
Treasurer ̶ 884-3253
Coordinating Design Committee ̶ Tom
Interim Pastor ̶ Rev. Jim Goldsmith ̶ 707Gesick, Council Liaison ̶ 443-8744; Jean
845-1174
Russell, Chair ̶ 882-6710
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