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‘Grace Notes’
Why Wait?

We are once again entering a
new church year, beginning
with the season of Advent. Advent covers the four weeks before Christmas—the
birth of Christ in Bethlehem.
Advent comes to us from the Latin word adventus,
which means “an arrival” or “a coming”. In the context of the season, advent means that Christ is coming. Throughout our lives, Christ has come to us in
different ways. First, Jesus came to us at a specific
point in history—in Bethlehem—and lived among
humans. Second, the crucified and risen Christ, the
Alpha and the Omega (the beginning and the end)
will come “to judge the living and the dead”. In between these two times, the Redeemer comes to us in
grace. Christ comes to us in Baptism and Holy Communion and in the Word of God proclaimed. Christ
appears to us in the person of the homeless guest,
who spends a night in Friendship Hall to get out of
the cold. Christ comes to us in our neighbors who are
suffering and imprisoned. Advent reminds us that we
must be ready to receive and welcome Christ when
he comes, whenever and however he comes.
I think the advent season is a great opportunity to
think differently about time. There are many stories
in the Bible about God’s people having to wait;
among these stories is the story of the exodus, where
God’s people waited to be freed from slavery in
Egypt, only to wander in the wilderness for 40 years,
waiting to arrive and enter the Promised Land. God’s
people waited for centuries for God to send the Messiah, born in Bethlehem. And we’ve waited many
centuries since Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, for the final fulfillment of God’s redemptive
promise of the Messiah’s second coming and the full
realization of the Reign of God among us.

. answer that question for sure; I tend to be very
I can’t
careful answering “Why?” questions when it comes to
God! At the very least, though, the waiting reminds us
that this is all about God’s story, God’s imagination,
and God’s promises. God is in control, and God will
take the story wherever God pleases. It reminds us
(sometimes it slaps us across the face!) that’s we are
not the center of the story. It’s not about us, and things
don’t often go the way we’d like. Finally, all the waiting helps us think differently about both the present
and the future: valuing the present as a gift, cherishiOne way to search for God’s story, imagination, and
promises as we wait is to pause, to take time for prayer
and reflection. In particular, we are invited to wait together, as a community of faith, gathering together
more often in worship and fellowship.
This advent season, St. Paul’s Lutheran Family will
resume the midweek worship on Wednesday nights at
7:30 p.m. during the month of December, up until
Christmas Eve. We will also gather for a light meal
and a time for holy conversation on the topic of stewardship twice during the season. Please check out the
full worship & soup supper schedule for Advent this
year in this edition of the newsletter. Be sure to also
check out the worship schedule for Christmas Eve &
Christmas Day!
Finally, please note that this edition of the newsletter
covers December AND January; the next newsletter
will be out at the beginning of February 2019!
With that, I wish you a joyous Advent season, a Merry
Christmas, and a blessed New Year!
ng the future as our ultimate hope.
Will that change the way you feel as you burn through
45 minutes of waiting for the doctor to call you for
your appointment? I don’t know. It might, or it might
not. But maybe it will give you the chance to view that
time differently.
God’s peace,
Pastor Chad Adamik
chad.adamik@gmail.com

Page 1

A message from the Children in Transition group:
This is a program that identifies those children in our
schools that need assistance for basic items.
Please consider donating the basic needs such as the
following items 1. School supplies Pencil, pens, paper, folders etc.
( suggestion ask any child)
2 Socks
3. Toiletries-grooming items (think what a kid would
like)
4. Snacks-individual packages
Please place items in provided baskets (in front of the
nursery.
THANK YOU on behalf of the kids

Thanks,
Betty Razor

New Book Study Series
To accompany our focus on ‘Gratitude’ and
‘Stewardship’, Pastor Chad will be leading a
book study, beginning the week after Thanksgiving. The book is called Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks, written by
author and theologian Diana Butler Bass.
In her book, Diana Butler Bass explores the
topic of gratitude in a comprehensive and insightful way. She looks at distinctions between
personal and public gratitude, how gratitude
makes us feel emotionally versus what it inspires us to do in our ethics, and the challenge
of being grateful even when our personal stories are not all upbeat and rosy.
The book ‘Gratitude’ can be purchased on-line,
either in print or on Kindle. If you are interested, please email Pastor Chad:
chad.adamik@gmail.com
There will also be a sign-up list at the church.

____________________________________
The Stitchers have been busy as usual.
Jane Antilla and Marie Boone have been busy
delivering lap robes to the various senior assistant living homes and Convalescent centers
here in Carson City. A total of 40 lap robes
have been delivered.
The seniors were so very happy and appreciative in receiving these gifts.
The stitchers are going to continue with this
ongoing effort.
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This book study will be offered on
Two occasions:
Tuesday evenings, 7:00—8:00 p.m.
(except 2nd Tues. of month – council meeting)
Thursday mornings, 10:00—11:00 a.m.

THE LEE GROUP
“The LEE Group,” which we commonly define
as “Lutheran Eager Eaters,” was originally
“Life Enrichment for Everyone.” The purpose
is to provide an opportunity for Lutherans in
the “grandparents generation” to meet on a
regular basis for fellowship and enrichment.
Our meetings are held from September
through June on the first Thursday of each
month at 11:30 a.m. at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Family, 1201 Saliman Rd., Carson City, in
Friendship Hall.

To all of you celebrating a birthday in
December & January, we send you best wishes
for many, many more.
We also would like to wish all couples, celebrating a wedding anniversary, A Happy Anniversary.
In November, one of our youngest members,
Kennedy Randle, celebrated her 3rd Birthday.
We are enjoying her growing up here at St.
Paul’s. She shares November with Nicholas
Cotsonis & Destiny Wilson, who also celebrated a birthday in November
_____________________________________
WEDNESDAYS IN ADVENT
While we joyfully await the coming of the
Lord……….

The December meeting of the LEE
GROUP will be on Thursday, December 6,
11:30 a.m. Hostesses are Marla Johnson,
Sandy Tucker and Linda Wilson.
This meeting will feature the first Advent/
Christmas Dinner of the year with a Sing-A
-Long, with Vicki Hamilton and Carol
Arneson accompanying!
Ham will be provided as the main course.
Please bring a complementary passing dish of
your own choosing: potatoes, vegetables, salads, breads, desserts, etc. Please come and
enjoy the friendship and fellowship!
The January meeting of the LEE group will
be on Thursday, January 3, 2019, 11:30 a.m.
It will be a general potluck with each participant
bringing a dish to share. Please refer to the
Sunday bulletin on December 30 for more information.

Please join us to share in fellowship with St.
Paul’s Lutheran Family and enjoy a delicious variety of homemade soups and desserts on two Wednesday evenings during the
Advent Season, December 5th & 19th.
At 6:30 p.m. in Friendship Hall.

For more information, call Bev Steinert (883-6096) or Doug Thunder
(883-1548)

Holden Evening Prayer Service of Holy
Communion @ 7:30 p.m. in Friendship Hall
On December 5th, 12th, &19th @ 7:30 p.m.
Also…don’t miss
BREAD & BELONGING on Thursday, Dec
13th– Rabbi Evon Yakar of Temple Bat Yam
in So. Lake Tahoe & North Lake Tahoe Hebrew Congregation will present on Judaism.
Potluck Dinner: 6:00 pm. (Friendship Hall)
Presentation: 7:00 p.m. (Sanctuary)
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Presidents Corner
In the recent weeks, numerous people have stated “the holidays snuck up on me”
or something similar. I have to admit the same, even with the stores pushing ads
and displays for Christmas well before Halloween to get us in the shopping spirit.
Probably in the next year they will show up with the back to school ads in the
summer. It’s all about bottom line, that green stuff. Sure would be incredible if
everybody truly knew what Christmas was all about, or at least switched a small
percentage of their time from this wholesale god act to the birth of Christ and
good old love.
Well, on to the business of St. Paul’s Family. Your Council is very grateful for the
wonderful response to our Temple Talks and the newsletter. The “bottom line” is
showing somewhat in the black or better put, our cash flow is in the positive direction. Thank you, thank you, and thank you! We aren’t out of the woods yet, but
if we continue this pace, we will be. Please take note of the financial graph/chart
that Doug Thunder makes each month, posted on the bulletin board in the hall.
Just a friendly reminder that I am quite sure most of you know, with donations
possibly being tax deductible, you can find yourself in a double win. Also, for
those of you nearing or over 70 ½ years old, don’t forget that you can avoid paying taxes on your RMD’s by donating them. Since I am not a tax consultant, please
contact a professional that can provide you with accurate knowledge in this arena
as this can be very complicated.
In the past few days I have heard from many people in our area that have friends
or family that have been impacted by the recent fires in California, including myself. We don’t seem to realize how incredibly precious people are until they are
injured, or we lose them. When one loses their home with all of their history, it’s
difficult to accept the comment “it’s only things”. Sometimes we need to simply
say nothing, but to pray. That is where I will leave off, pray for all those hurting
and in need of God’s Loving Hands.
Peace,

Jay Olshen
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Please Note!
Our council is requesting those interested in
being our musician (to play for our services) to please contact Jay Olshen at 775301-6301

Thank you.

We welcome Jason & Kellie Wildblood and Teri
Ford as new members of St. Paul’s . Jason and Kellie are the parents of Zoey and Orion, who were baptized at St. Paul’s in September. Teri is

With the Christmas season and the New Year fast approaching we have several plans in the works. In December we want to encourage our adults infused with
the spirit of the season to join our young people in
caroling and visiting those in the community who
cannot get out to enjoy the holidays. An exact date
has not been determined but on or about December
16th is likely. Stay tuned for bulletin details.
In January we have targeted the 12th for a WELCA
bible study and brunch. Since we skipped a year we
look forward to resuming this tradition. Specifics will
be announced with ample time to plan to attend.
Wishing everyone happy and safe holidays and hopes
that you will join us.

W

Kellie’s mother. All three completed new member
classes last month.
Jason and Kellie attend the 10:30 service, while Teri
attends the 8:00 am service. Please welcome The
Wildbloods and Teri Ford to our congregation.

Ordering Poinsettias
To order your Poinsettias please use the form and make
your check payable to St Paul’s/Poinsettias for $11.
Please place the form in the Sunday Offering plate or
send it by mail or deliver it to the church office. All
plants may be picked up anytime after the 10:00 a.m. service on Christmas Day. You may donate your plant to a
convalescent home or someone on our church visitation
list.
The deadline for ordering is December 17, 2018.
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ST PAUL’S ANNUAL RUMMAGE
SALE

Did you Know?
CHRISTMAS SEASON WORSHIP SERVICES
COME AS YOU ARE
Sunday Worship Services:
December 23rd and 30th
One service @ 9:30 a.m.
Coffee & Fellowship will follow!

The annual St. Paul’s Rummage Sale would typically be held on the Saturday following Easter--which in 2019 is April 27th.
We are optimistically hoping that we can pull together enough help and enough “product” to hold
our sale again this time. It is an important tradition
of St. Paul’s and the community has come to expect
it!!

Monday December 24th
3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship Service
10:00 A.M.
Featuring local violinist Carol Seebach!

Beginning soon we will have a sign-up sheet on the
WELCA bulletin board so that you can make us
aware of your willingness to help in some way.
Please sign up and you will be contacted to see what
types of things you are able and willing to do for this
event.

COMING SOON!
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
PROGRAM
Sunday, Dec. 16 at the 10:30 a.m.
service

We need your help! We will have short work shifts
available during the week before the sale and we can
find ways to use you! Please sign up to show your
support for our most major annual fund raiser.

YOUTH GROUP ‘SECRET
SANTA’
CHRISTMAS PARTY!
When?: Saturday, Dec. 15th @
11:00 am
Where?: At the Youth Room at St.
Paul’s

Please pray that God’s will be done with regard to
this important event.
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By the middle of February we will have to make a
firm decision on the future of our rummage sale for
this year.

Carol Arneson & Andrea Rud, “Head Hunters”

Christian Education

SERVING IN THE ARMED
FORCES:

‘‘
St. Paul’s Confirmation Experience:
St. Paul’s Confirmation program is
under way! The ‘Confirmation Experience’, which is open to youth ages 11
-15, will teach young people about
important stories from the Bible,
about what Lutheran Christians believe, and about Baptism and Holy
Communion. Confirmation Gatherings
will be held on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and will meet
from 12:30 pm until 3:00 pm. Our
next gathering will be Dec. 5. Lunch
will be served at 12:30. For more information please contact Pastor Cha
d. chad.adamik@gmail.com.

Will.

Jerry, Brandon Luterick, Heather
Joyner (Johnson), Samuel
(Weirton and Osterhold), Peter
Elverum, Sarah McGee, Olivia
Lesperance, Tom, Michael, Justin,

FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS:
Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman,
Mark Dickens, John Gould

THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Sarah Jevne, for healing Evelyn Luterick, for
healing Gloria Randle, recovering from hip surgery; Teresa Glover (Barbara Amrhein’s daughter), battling cancer; Greg Griffith, for healing;
Susan Holmquist, for healing; Karin Randle, for
healing; Delores Sherman, for healing; James
Wilson for healing
WE GRIEVE WITH:
The family of Richard Amrhein, who passed away
on November 1st.
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR:
Roy T.; Dick Lowther’s sister, medical issues;
Bev Steinert, for cont. eye-health issues); Jane
Johns, for healing; Margaret Johns, medical issues; Dwight Holmquist & family, for healing;
Nellie Revelle, for healing; Joe Websterfpr good
health; Evelyn Luterick, for healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Bev & Ron Gutzman, for
healing; Marilyn Brandvold, for healing; Betty
Razor, for healing; William Rawson, for healing
battling leukemia ; Oscar Anderson’s brother,
health issues; Debbie Revelle, healing; Gayle
Kennett, for healing; Harold Nolte & Karen
Hone, for continued healing, Chuck S,), Kathryn
Smith’s dad (health issues

A Reminder: Articles and features from your committees to be
included in the February newsletter are due to the office by January 20th. It takes a great deal of
time to compile all of your information and I want to get it out to
you in a timely matter. I apologize for the lateness of this newsletter. Merry Christmas to all!

*Psst! Pass it on…New Church Email Address:
stpaulcarscon@gmail.com
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WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
December 2-8 am Jay Olshen, 10:30 am
David Harrell
December 9– 8 am Jay Olshen, 10:30 am
Renee Woslum
December 16– 8 am Kim Neiman 10:30
am Sunday School
December 23– 9:30 am Kim Neiman
December 24– 4 pm Kim Neiman

USHERS-10:30 service
For the month of December
The following members are our regular
usher volunteers. If you would like to volunteer to usher, please see Dave Harrell.
Dave Harrell, Jimmie Poncsek, Mary Neumann, Greta O’Kelley.
Let’s all take the time to thank them for doing a great job!

Greeters—10:30 am
Dec 2—Judy McPhail
Dec 9—Mary Neumann
Dec 16—Deanna Fine
Dec 23—Greta O’Kelley
Dec 30 Dorit & Kristine Sandmeier

Readers 8:00 A.M
December 2- Carol Arneson
December 9 - Jay Olshen
December 16 - Jay Olshen
December 23 (9:30 a.m.) Kim Neiman
December 30-Judy McPhail-9:30 a.m

Counters for DecemberDec. 2-8 am Jay O., Jere S.
10:30-Roy E., Judy McPhail
Dec. 9 8 am Mary D, Jeanne R.
10:30 Nikki R., ReneeyW.
Dec. 16– 8 am Carol A., Jay O.
10:30 Judy McPhail, Need vol.
Dec. 23– 9:30 Roy E., David H,
Dec. 24 4 pm Mary D., Need vol
7 pm Judy McPhail, need vol.
Dec. 25 10 am-Jere S., need vol.
Dec, 30-9:30 Sharon Gesick, Jeanne Russell

Readers 10:30 AM
Dec 2—Linda Wilson
Dec 9—Heidi Jones
Dec 16—Sunday School program
Dec 23—9:30 a.m. Kim Neiman
Dec 24—3 pm-Kim Neiman, 7 pm—
Holly McPhail
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January

WORSHIP LEADERS

USHERS-10:30 service

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

For the month OF NOVEMBER

NEED VOLUNTEERS————-

The following members are our regular
usher volunteers. If you would like to volunteer to usher, please see Dave Harrell.
Dave Harrell, Jimmie Poncsek, Mary Neumann, Greta O’Kelley.
Let’s all take the time to thank them for doing a great job!

Greeters—10:30 am
Counters-January, 2019

January 6-Judy McPhail
January 13-Mary Neumann
January 20-Mary Neumann
January 27-Greta O’Kelley

Jan . 6– 8 am Carol A., need vol.
10:30 am Sharon Gesick, need
vol..
Jan. 13-8 am Jay Olshen, need
vol. 10:30 David Harrell, Ron
Gutzman

Readers 8:00 A.M
January 6-Carol Arneson
January 13-Andrea Rud
January 20 -Louise Griffith
January 27-Andrea Rud

Jan. 20-9 am Jeanne Russell,
need vol. 10:30 am Renee W.,
need vol.
Jan. 27– 8 am Mary DeFelice,
need vol. 10:30 am David Harrell,
need vol.

Readers 10:30 AM
January 6-Linda Wilson
January 13-Judy McPhail
January 20-Steve Ranson
January 27-Heidi Jones
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20.

The Youth Group & WELCA are joining together to bring a
little Christmas Cheer to those that will be staying with us
on Christmas Eve. We will be gifting a new pair of socks,
hat and gloves. If you would like to help us out…we are
looking for donations of new warm socks, gloves and hats.
Our goal is 45 of each. They will be passed out on Christmas morning. We are also looking for help with serving a
warm breakfast on Christmas morning. If you have any
questions please contact
Traci at 775-721-5495 or Renee at 775-882-3020.
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WORSHIP WORKSHOP -- Saturday, Feb. 9th

Who?

For ANYONE--children and adults--who wishes to help lead Sunday worship

(Assisting Ministers, Readers, Acolytes, Communion Assistants, Cantors)

What?

The Worship Workshop, planned by St. Paul's Worship Life Team & Pastor Chad, will gather those who are interested in being more deeply involved with the worship life of St. Paul's.
Participants will learn about Lutheran liturgy (the order & flow of our Sunday worship service), some of the history and theology behind the liturgy, and instruction about how to perform the various lay leader roles in the liturgy
When?

Saturday, February 9, 2019; 10:00 am until 2:00 pm (lunch will be provided!)

Where?

St. Paul's Sanctuary (lunch break in Friendship Hall)
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