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Many of you are familiar with Mt. Cross from Confirmation class, where students were asked to

‘Grace Notes’
“Profound Experiences in
God’s Creation”
Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
God’s richest blessings to you during this Easter season.
As we know, with Easter comes renewal, rebirth, and
an awareness of resurrected life. The natural world,
at this time of the year, is also beginning to burst
forth with newness. Even as I write this, the green
daffodil and crocus plants have long since broken
forth from the soil and will soon bloom. Even the
dessert landscape will begin to show signs of new
life, as the silver sage will become lush and other
wildflowers will begin to dot the landscape with their
light purples, yellows, and whites.
Spring, in general, and the Easter season, in particular, draw our attention to this renewal all around us.
God beckons us to notice, appreciate, care for, and
enjoy creation. For nature is the primary locus of
God presence.
While there are ways too numerous to mention in
which we can begin to enjoy God’s creation, there is
one way I that would like to lift up—the outdoor
ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), our denomination.
Within the boundaries of our “district”, which we call
the Sierra Pacific Synod, a camp and retreat center
called Mt. Cross Ministries operates during the summer month for kids and teens. Our synod and many
of our ELCA congregations support the mission of
Mt. Cross. Mt. Cross, located near Santa Cruz, California, provides space for young people to experience
God’s creation—among the trees, plants, animals,
along the Pacific coast—to play, to learn, to worship,
and to be of service to others.

participate confirmation camp with the pastor. But did
you know that the camp experience is NOT LIMITED
to confirmation? Children from kindergarten through
sixth grade, and young people from 8th grade through
graduating seniors in high school can also enjoy the
outdoor experience. What’s more, you don’t even need
to travel with a congregational group to experience
outdoor ministry at Mt. Cross—there are ‘Family
Camp’ weekends where families, at a time of their
convenience, may experience Mt. Cross together.
For those who are interested in experience the outdoors
at Mt. Cross with the congregation, there are weeklong camps where kids and teens can travel to Mt.
Cross together and disperse into their separate, ageappropriate ‘camp’ program. Campers learn and have
fun with kids of their own age. At worship, at meals,
and at ‘campfire’ in the evenings, campers of all ages
come together. In short, bonds are built between those
who come to Mt. Cross together as a congregation,
AND bonds are built with kids and teens of similar age
from all over the Synod in their individual programs.
I have plenty of brochures for you, if you or your child
are interested in experiencing Mt. Cross. You may also
visit Mt. Cross’ website, www.mtcross.org, call Mt.
Cross at 831-336-5179, speak with me, or speak with
Jay Olshen, who has served on the Mt. Cross board of
directors and has been involved with outdoor ministry
for a long time.
On a personal note, I never experienced outdoor ministry as a child or as a confirmation student. I didn’t experience my first Lutheran camp experience until I was
a pastor, and I was invited to volunteer for a week as
‘camp pastor’ at Lutheran Hills, in southern Indiana. I
was deeply moved by seeing the deep bonds that the
children, young teens, and older teens developed in
their individual camp experiences and at the nightly
worship and bonfire, where all the campers gathered at
the close of day.
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THE BELL CHOIR NEEDS YOUR HELP!!

Pastor Chad –Grace Notes (c0nt)
I was deeply impressed by the quality of the camp
counselors and staff, who were college-aged men and
women, and the amount of energy, creativity, and
love that they showed for the campers and for Jesus. I
was sorry I missed out on outdoor ministry as a child.
However, was exceedingly glad I had experienced it
as a pastor. While I wouldn’t demand that kids or
teens experience a week of camp, I would highly recommend it! Words cannot express the impact that it
had on the kids or on me, as an adult volunteer.

They need a few more
Members that are willing
to come out for practice
once a week
and keep the group going!

Peace,

It doesn’t take a experienced ringer to be a part
of this special group. It just takes a commitment
to using the wonderful instruments St. Paul’s has
invested in to make some special music. Michelle
is willing to train you to help you get going. Why
not come out and give it a try for a month or two
to begin just to see if it works for you.?? The
bells are beautiful and very special to those who
want to make this happen.

Pastor Chad

Thanks!!

May the peace of Christ be with you this season of
Easter, this season to notice God’s renewing activity
in the world!

2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORTS

JUST A REMINDER!!

Attention Groups and Committee chairpeople!

The carpets in Friendship Hall are set
to be cleaned on Friday, April 27.
This will mean Friendship Hall will be
closed all day from 8:00 am until it’s
dry.
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We are currently working on the
church Annual report to the Sierra Pacific Synod. Right after that report we
will be putting together the church’s
Annual report. This is the one that
lists your accomplishments for the
year and is published into a book form
for the Annual meeting

April Birthdays

LEE GROUP
THE LEE GROUP’s next meeting will
be Thursday, April 5, 2018, 11:30
a.m. in St. Paul’s Friendship Hall.
“LEE” is the nickname for “Life Enrichment for Everyone,” or more
commonly, “Lutheran Eager Eaters.”
All retired and/or grandparents’ generation people are invited.
The meeting will be celebrating the Resurrection, during the first week of Easter. The luncheon will be baked
ham, which will be provided.
Please bring a complementary
dish to share of your own choosing: potatoes, casseroles, vegetables, salads, breads, desserts,
etc. The meeting will include a sing-a
-long of Easter songs, accompanied
by Vicki Hamilton. The hosts will be
George & Vicki Hamilton.
If you have questions, please call
Bev Steinert (883-6096) or Doug
Thunder (883-1548).
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George Hamilton
Nellie Revelle
Gloria Randle
Colin McPhail
Kelley Hopkins
Susan Bunker-Niles
Emily Gould
Mark Marsh
Florence Bilderback
Mary Burgeson
Austin O’Kelley
Greta O’Kelley
Kay Elverum
James Johnson
Andrew Moltz
Stan Pesis
James Kennett
Jaklyn Anderson
Ann Dallas
Jean Stokke
Elizabeth King
Oscar Anderson
Wilma Hooker
Pat Thunder
Tara Macchiarella
Ferol Arnold
Dale Randle

President’s Report, April 2018 Newsletter
February was an interesting and busy month at St. Paul’s. First, we did not hold our regular 2nd Tuesday evening Council meeting. Instead we met at LA Bakery on Saturday, 2/10, for a breakfast meeting. It was good to spend
some non-business time together and get to know each other a bit better.
And, there was the chili cook-off also on Saturday, the 10th.
And Ash Wednesday on Valentine’s Day marked the beginning of another Lent. After a combined Ash Wednesday at First Methodist with St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s Lent continued with midweek soup suppers and communion service here at St. Paul’s.
And then, on Sunday, the 25th, we held just one communion service at 9:00 a.m. and that was followed by the
Church Faire. I was very impressed by the organizing and planning by Jean Opperman, Kim Neiman, and Sherrie
Poncsak. The various committees and groups took part and it was a fun and informative event. Thanks to all involved
and all who participated.
And during the whole month, St. Paul’s was the host for the warming center, which provided safe shelter for
many persons experiencing homelessness. Several of St. Paul’s members joined with members of the other participating churches in staffing this important effort (St. Teresa’s, St. Peter’s, First Methodist, and St. Paul’s) to provide this
important community service during the winter months. Many thanks to all who helped.
And, now, we move into the last few days of Holy Week and anticipate the celebration of Lord’s Resurrection
on Easter Sunday. We also are entering the last quarter of the current fiscal year—and that means budgets, nominations, elections, and preparation for the annual congregation meeting—all within the next three months.
We have our work “cut out” for us.
In its meeting on Tuesday, March 13th, the Council approved the following schedule of activities and events
guiding us through this period:
Appointment of nominating committee: (Retiring council members: Tom Gesick, Nathan Miller, Jean Opperman, and congregation member: Joan Schultz)
Finance Committee Meeting, Sunday 3/18/2018, 1:00 p.m., initial budget preparation
(Dick Lowther, Jean Opperman, Jay Olshen, Jere Schultz, Pastor Chad, & Doug Thunder)
Preliminary presentation of 2018-2019 budget to Council, Tuesday, 4/10/2018
Proposed Budget presented to congregation in May Newsletter
Sunday, May 6, between services: a. presentation of budget to congregation for initial review (no voting); and,
b. election of delegates from to Synod Assembly (quorum required)
Friday, June 1-Sunday, June 3, Sierra Pacific Synod (ELCA) Assembly in Sacramento, CA.
Sunday, June 10—One Service at 9:00 a.m. ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING following service including
annual reports, election of council members (3), and consideration of 2018-2019 Annual Budget.
Tuesday, June 12, last meeting of current council, newly elected members welcomed.
Sunday, June 17, new council members installed, retiring members recognized.
July (date TBD), first meeting of “new council” including election of council officers.
And, finally, I ask St. Paul’s members to seriously consider “running for office”, to offer your experience, talent,
and wisdom in serving the whole congregation as a member of the church council—contact one of the members of the
nominating committee.
--Doug Thunder, President
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Wellness group-submitted by Betty Razor

Children’s Day on the Comstock
Sunday May 6 - 11am-3pm.
Miners Park, Virginia City

Time is flying by and before you
know it, Vacation Bible school (VBS)
will be here. This year Linda Wilson
has volunteered to be the Overall
chairman. The theme is The Mighty
Fortress, set in Medieval times. It
will be held from Monday June 25th
through Friday June 29th. We will
have crafts, games, snacks, singing
and of course story time and bible
lessons.
We are in search of children we
can invite to VBS. If you know of a
child, ages 3 to 12, interested in
coming to VBS please call the
church office and leave contact information so we may send out invitations to them. We want to invite
all the children to a Mighty Fortress celebration.

Don’t forget!!!
The Sunday School Annual Easter
Egg Hunt is on Sunday April 1, 2018
between services during the Pancake
Breakfast sponsored by the Youth
Group!! Bring
a basket and
come join the
fun!

Come Enjoy a Free fun filled day of
interactive Activities for all ages!
Pancake Breakfast provided by Peas
& Carrots Child Care 8-10 a.m.
Park opens at 11 am
Face Painting
Live Music
Prizes for Everyone
Games & Activities
Resources for Parents
and so much more…………. Free lunch
for all, come join us!
Week of the young Child is a National Event focusing on
the needs of young children and their families, through education and support. Early childhood years, from birth to
age 8 lay the foundation for children and their successes
throughout life. We as a Community need to encourage
young people and guide them in planning their future. This
is a time to plan how our Community will meet the needs of
children and their families.

For more info. contact: Mary Rocha 775-720
-2989 or peascarrotschildcare@gmail.com
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WELCA’s Annual Rummage Sale is scheduled for Saturday April 21, 2018 from 8 am to 1:30
pm. We are still in need of more volunteers especially volunteers that can lift some heavy objects and team up with volunteer truck drivers to pick up and deliver items to the church. This is
a great opportunity for our young adult youth group to pitch in and help us, as well as others
that can help unpack boxes, sort and price items.
A sign-up sheet is on the WELCA bulletin board. Please sign up and indicate what you would like
to do and the times you available to work. We will have SHORT SHIFTS starting on Monday April
16th through April 21, the day of the sale. Most of the work will be unpacking items and placing
in appropriate places, pricing items, (pricing information will be provided) floaters, (to keep tabled items neat during the sale and helping customers), Cashier helpers (help bag items for customers etc.) and finally repacking after the sale. Any amount of time you can give will be greatly
appreciated.
WANTED! items you no longer need, check with neighbors and friends that are ready to get rid
of some things they no longer want or need. Maybe you know someone who is trying to down
size or are refurbishing their home and want to get rid of some things. We’re looking for CLEAN
GENTLY USED clothing, CLEAN OPERABLE AND IN GOOD WORKING ORDER, jewelry, linens,
glassware, books, toys, DVD’s, furniture (small/large) clothing, seasonal décor, electronics,
plants, tools, etc. We will start accepting donations at church on Monday afternoon from 1P.M.
to 5:30 P.M. and Tuesday through Wednesday from 9 A.M. to 5:30 P.M.
This is one of WELCA’s major fundraisers. One hundred per cent of all the proceeds from the
sale helps support local charities within our communities.
“For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10

Page 6

Christian Education

This has been a great year for St.
Paul’s Sunday school. We have increased
our attendance and the kid’s are enjoying
their “Kid’s Church” with Pastor Chad a lot.
They also are getting practice on the songs
that they love to sing with Vicki Hamilton’s
hel and guidance.

We are preparing for Palm Sunday,
Easter and the annual Easter Egg Hunt held
every year in the garden (weather permitting). I have heard that the Easter Bunny
might be “HOPPING” by to see us and
takes a few photos. The Easter Egg Hunt
will take place in between services at the
Easter Breakfast. Approximately 9:30.
There will be lots of eggs, some surprises
and prizes. So, bring your basket and come
and enjoy the fun with us!

SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: Jerry,
Brandon (Luterick), , Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter
(Elverum), Tim (Gridley), Sarah (McGee), Olivia
(Lesperance), Jason (Coleman), Tom, Michael,
Justin, Will.
FIREFIGHTERS/PEACE OFFICERS: Andy
(Steyn), Brian (Hillenbrand), Tina (Sherman),
Mark (Dickens), John (Gould)
CONTINUING PRAYERS FOR: Roy T., James
W., Harold
THOSE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS:
Jane Johns-medical issues, Shirley MoreyVicki Hamilton’s mom, Dick Lowther’s sistermedical issues, Evelyn Luterick-for healing,
Nellie-for healing, Bev Steinert-for healing,
Dwight & Susan Holmquist family=prayers for
healing, Margaret Johns-medical issues,
Joe Webster-for healing
Karin Randle-for healing; Ellen Harrellmedical issues, William Rawson-for healing,
Bev & Ron Gutzman-for healing, Marilyn
Brandvold-for healing, Traci Angel & familyfor healing

MEN’’S GROUP NEWS

Due to the winter weather, the Men’s
group meetings have been cancelled.
However, the next meeting will be Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 9:00am where
we will resume our Bible studies and
make some future plans for other activities. All men are welcome! Please join
us!

Prayers for Dewayne Evans-for the loss of
Evelyn

Prayers for Glendanne Block & Betty Razor recovering from extended illness
Prayers for Sarah Jevne recovering from her
surgery; for Anna Silver pending surgery next
week, Gayle Kennett -healing from surgery,
Karen Hone-healing from surgery
Russ Bowton-in Hospice care; Kris Boggs sister Karen-battling cancer; family of Ramona
Whitson for the loss of Ramona.
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Pastor Chad’s Book Study Info.

Pastor Chad’s book study group, which meets on three separate occasions during the week (see page 7), is nearing the end
of Martin Luther’s Table Talk; we will finish just before the end

of March.
After Easter, the book study groups will dig into a new book, The Church Unknown: Reflections of a Millennial Pastor by Seth Nelson, an ELCA pastor
serving a small church in Ronan, Montana. Here’s some details from Amazon’s
website:
“The church in America is facing a bleak future, or so it seems. People are
staying away from congregations in increasing numbers, especially Millennials.
The world has changed dramatically in a very short amount of time, leaving
the church at a loss for what tomorrow holds.
In The Church Unknown, Rev. Seth Nelson explores these challenges and
shares his perspective on what younger generations are looking for from the
church as we all move into a future unknown. The Church Unknown looks at the
reality of church decline in the present, exploring how generational divide,
changes in the wider world, and dynamics in church history have resulted in
lower church attendance among Americans today.”
If you’re interested in joining in a conversation into The Church Unknown,
please sign the list in the entry way (next to the Maundy Thursday ‘Dinner
Church’ list). I contacted the author, Seth Nelson, and we can order the
books for only $12.99 directly from him! Please sign up
The study into The Church Unknown will begin the week of Sunday, April 8th.
The book study groups will meet on the following DAYS and TIMES:
SUNDAY: 9:30 am – 10:20 am
*WEDNESDAY: 12:15 pm – 1:15 pm
THURSDAY: 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
*Please note the change; the group that had been meeting on TUESDAYS will
meet on WEDNESDAYS.
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WORSHIP LEADERS
COMMUNION ASSISTANT
April 1– 8:00 am Kim Neiman
10:30 am Jean Opperman
April 8– 8:00 am Louise Griffith
10:30 am Tom Gesick
April 15-8:00 am Jean Opperman
10:30 am-Dick Lowther
April 22-8:00 am10:30 am—Dave Harrell
April 29– 8:00 am-Jean Opperman
10:20 am-Dave Harrell

USHERS-10:30 service
April 1-. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
April 8 D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
April 15 D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager
April 22- D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager

April 29-D. Harrell, G. O’ Kelley., J.
Poncsak, M. Neumann , R. Eisentrager

Greeters—10:30 am
April 1-Judy McPhail
April 8-Mary Neumann
April 15-Heidi Jones
April 22-Mary Neumann
April 29-Holly McPhail

COUNTERS
April 1– 8:00 am10:30 am-Sherrie Poncsak, Gary Smith
April8-8:00 am10:30 am-Sherrie Poncsak, Gary Smith
April 15– 8:00 am10:30 amVOLUNTEERS
April 22-8:00 am10:30 amNEEDED
April 29-8:00 am10:30 am-

Readers 8:00 A.M
April 1-Kim Neiman
April 8-Louise Griffith
April 15-Vera Logie
April 22-Jay Olshen
April 29-Caroll Massie

Readers 10:30 A.M.
April 1-Linda Wilson
April 8-Steve Ransen

ACOLYTES
April 1-Nicholas Cotsonis & Nikke
Jones
April 8-Need volunteers
April 15-Need volunteers
April 22-Need volunteers
April 29-Need volunteers

April 15-Nikki Jones
April 22-Steve Ransen
April 29-Judy McPhail
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The Fellowship Committee

Stitchers News
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for
the next Quilt Marathon on Saturday,
May 5, from 9am to 3 pm. We will have
a potluck for lunch, so, at our April
meetings on the second and fourth
Tuesday’s, you will have a chance to sign
up to bring a complimentary dish to
pass.
For further information please call Sarah
Jevne at 315-7510 or any other Stitcher’s member. Hope to see you on May
5.

The Fellowship committee did a
great job with the Lenten Soup
suppers and we all enjoyed some
great food. The committee could
use some extra hands to help
with these type of events and
the coffee hours after the 2nd
service. Judy Webster & Shelley
Stevens have been providing the
fill-in coffee hours for those
weeks which are not covered by
anyone. After Easter, why not
sign up for a week and help them
out? Just cookies and coffee will
be just fine and you can even
partner with someone!

DID YOU KNOW???
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
** A new member class will be started

by Pastor Chad in April. Watch the
newsletter and bulletins for more details..
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**Our local Native’s and Newcomer’s

group will be having “All Season’s Craft
Fair” on Saturday, May 17 from 9 am to
4 pm. Their previous date was cancelled
due to the weather.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**Have you let the office know how you
want to receive your newsletter? This
month, distribution is different . You can
have your newsletter E-Mailed, pick it up at
church, read it on-line on the website and
still have it mailed if you wish. If you
have questions, please call Renee or Pastor
Chad in the office.
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Activies for April/May::

The Easter Bunny plan to take Easter flowers to several church members
The group will hold our Annual Pancake Breakfast on Easter morning.
They will be hosting the Mother’s Day Tea- for WELCA on the second Saturday in
May.
.
Youth Group Meetings:.
The meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each Month after 2nd Service.
During our meetings we have lunch, lesson, and a team building game.
The youth leaders are members of ELCA Youth Ministry Network.
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