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Grace Notes

by Pastor Chad Adamik
The ELCA Churchwide
Assembly was held Aug.
5 through Aug. 11 in Milwaukee.
Over 1,000 ELCA Lutherans
and friends gathered for learning,
study, worship, fellowship
and work. There were voting
members, visitors, volunteers and
staff who assembled under the
theme ‘We are Church’.
In worship there was song and powerful preaching, high
flying doves and ribbons, water flung (as a reminder of
our baptisms) and bread and wine eaten and drunk. There
was laughter, there were tears, there was confession and
forgiveness.
And there was Jesus!
In the Plenary Hall there was impassioned debate. There
was joy and frustration. There were stories told and held
reverently and joyfully. And, as you would expect of a
gathering of over 1,000 Lutherans, there was coffee and
chocolate overflowing! It was very important to sustain
bodies for the parliamentary procedure, after all!
There were also the inanely tedious ‘amendments to
amendments’ and even ‘an amendment to a footnote’!
Despite this, however, those gathered in Milwaukee truly
were ‘Church’.
The ELCA took bold steps at Churchwide Assembly,
and the ELCA faltered. I can almost guarantee that all
of those present came away with things to celebrate and
things to lament.
And this is what it means to be Church: in every
community some people will be ready to take steps others
aren’t and so it will feel like we did too much to some,
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and not enough to others, and it is messy and hard and
joyful and frustrating.
And yet, Jesus was there. This is what being a Christian
community is all about – this is Church.
You may have seen in the news that the ELCA is now
a “Sanctuary Church”, committing the ELCA to our
ongoing work with migrants and refugees, through a
number of current Churchwide organizations. There has
been misunderstanding and misrepresentation expressed
in the news and on social media about what being a
“sanctuary church” actually means. To shed light on the
resolution adopted, its implications, and its meaning for
our congregation, I have composed a pastoral letter. This
letter will be mailed out to members and friends of St.
Paul’s. Be on the lookout for it, and please stop by my
office to discuss with me further!
So much more happened at Churchwide Assembly
than just the adoption of one resolution. For example,
the Assembly condemned white supremacy and
committed the ELCA to become a more authentically
diverse church. A ‘Declaration to the People of African
Descent’ was made, repenting of the legacy of slavery
and colonialization that has so oppressed our siblings of
African descent.
The assembly re-elected The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton to
another six-year term as the ELCA presiding bishop
and elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to a six-year term
as ELCA secretary. The Assembly also adopted a policy
on Inter-Religious Commitment and voted to make
ordination the entrance rite for all Rostered Ministers
in the ELCA (a change from the previous practice of
consecrating deacons). The Assembly approved a new
ELCA Social Statement (and implementing resolutions)
“Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action”. We
celebrated the 50thanniversary of the ordination of
women in the Lutheran Church, the 40th anniversary
of the ordination of the first woman of color and the

10th anniversary of the policy change fully opening the
rosters of the ELCA to our LGBTQIA+ siblings.
Living into these decisions and proclamations and
policies will take time and work. The work may at
times be hard and messy and frustrating, as it will also
be joyful and life-giving. Along the way, we trust that
Jesus is present in all of these spaces, and that the Holy
Spirit continues to call, gather, enlighten and make
holy the whole Christian church.

Serving In The Armed Forces:

Jerry, Brandon Luterick, Heather Joyner (Johnson),
Samuel (Weirton and Osterhold), Peter Elverum,
Sarah McGee, Olivia Lesperance, Tom, Michael,
Justin, Will, John Duffy (Sharon Gesick’s Nephew),
Austin O’Kelley – recently joined the Air National
Guard (grandson of Greta O’Kelley) and John Duffyrecent graduate of the Marine Corp Bootcamp
(nephew of Sharon and Tom Gesick.

You and I; ‘We are Church’. Each day, I give thanks
for you and your work in and through it!
God’s peace,
Pastor Chad Adamik

Firefighters/Peace Officers:

SPLF Council Presidents Corner

Andy Steyn, Brian Hillenbrand, Tina Sherman, Mark
Dickens, John Gould

As summer draws down to the end, we see
schools buzzing and parents rejoicing, and
stores crammed with students and parents
purchasing supplies and clothes (not
rejoicing, the parents that is). St. Paul’s
Family is ramping up for Sunday School,
choir will soon begin, and committees are
getting back to business. Where am I headed
you ask? I know everybody gets busy this time of
year, but please consider helping with one of the
youth programs, or maybe joining a committee
or the choir. If you would like to help in some
other way, please ask Pastor Chad or one of
the Council members. It takes multiple people
to make St. Paul’s Family a wonderful place
to worship. If perhaps you aren’t able to
help physically, then maybe help with your
ideas when asked for input or just simple
suggestions.

We Grieve With:

the family of Gaylene Cracraft (Greta O’Kelley’s
sister). We also grieve with the family of Marilyn
Brandvold (wife of Gerald Brandvold) and the family
of Alice Arman (John Gould’s mother), and for
the family of Chuck Saulisberry (father of Kathryn
Smith).
Marlyn Brandvold –A ‘Celebration of Life’ will be
held Friday September 6th at 11 a.m. A reception,
hosted by WELCA will follow the service.
Gaylene Cracraft – A ‘Celebration of Life’ will be
held Saturday September 7th at 1 p.m. A reception,
hosted by WELCA will follow the service.
Alice Arman – A ‘Celebration of Life’ will be held
Saturday, September 14 at 11 a.m. A reception, hosted
by WELCA will follow the service.

Prayers For Healing:

This might be a good place to lead into a few
questions that I have been asked a number of times
recently. Why don’t we do anything with the East
and South sides of our property, and where is the
boundary? To start, the property line follows the fence
line for the most part (Carson High football field and
parking). Our property to the East is land locked since
the property to the North and East is owned by other
concerns. We can’t resolve the need for another access/
egress. With this and other challenges, it remains to
be utilized to the fullest. This is where YOU come in.
We would enjoy hearing some of your ideas on what
we could do with this portion of our property, with the
full consideration of any cost factors.

Mary Ann Adamik (hospitalized), Audrie Stroub,
Renee Woslum, Edward Yoho, Doug Thunder, Ann
Kauf, Glenn Laursen, Evelyn Luterick, Sarah Jevne,
Susan Holmquist, Karin Randle, Sam Woolsey (Kay
Elvrum’s brother-in-law), Hannelore Hanke, Delores
Sherman, Jane Johns, Dick and Judy Lowther,
DeWayne and Marlys Mellum (long time members
of St Paul), George Hamilton (healing from surgery),
DeWayne Evans, Madaline Yoho (healing from two
broken arms)

Continuing Prayers For:

Roy T.; Dick Lowther’s sister, medical issues; Bev
Steinert, for cont. healing (eye-health issues); James
Wilson, health issues; Margaret Johns, medical
issues; Susan, Dwight Holmquist & family, for
healing; Ellen Harrell, medical issues; Greg Griffith,
for healing; Bev & Ron Gutzman, for healing; Betty
Razor, for healing; William Rawson (grandson
of June Bennett Hanson), battling cancer; Debbie
Revelle, healing; Harold Nolte & Karen Hone, for
continued healing, Chuck S,).

Your Council has a great deal of business on its slate
for this fall. We are looking forward to the opportunity
to help make St. Paul’s Lutheran Church the most
wonderful worship experience for ALL.
Jay Olshen,
Council President
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St. Paul’s
Confirmation Experience

St Paul’s September

Birthdays &
Anniversaries

St. Paul’s Confirmation program
is under way! The ‘Confirmation
Experience’, which is open to youth
ages 12-15, will teach young people
about important stories from the
Bible, about what Lutheran Christians
believe, and about Baptism and Holy Communion.

May the angels protect you …
May sadness forget you…
May goodness surround you …
and May GOD always bless you.

This summer, a Confirmation Retreat was well
attended. The retreat was held from Monday, July
15 thru Wednesday, July 17 at Lake Tahoe United
Methodist Church & Retreat Center in King’s Beach,
CA. Pastor Chad and Deanne Fine were confirmation
teachers. Thank you to all that participated.
Pictured below are some of the attendees from St Paul’s
Lutheran Family.
Confirmation classes for the 2019-2020 school year
will resume September 8th which is Rally Day. The
Confirmation classes will be held EVERY SUNDAY
during the Sunday school session, from 9:15 am until
10:15 am
For more information about St. Paul’s Confirmation
program, please contact Pastor Chad:

2
3
3
4
10
13
14
17

Joan Yeskie
Carol Kalleres
Judy Webster
Lindsay Chowanski
Sharon Melsheimer
Renee Woslum
Nathan Miller
Marcia Manley

17 Rodger & Brita Steyn

18
19
21
22
27
27
30

chad.adamik@gmail.com or call the church office
(775) 882-3020.

Linda Thronson
Jim Rud
Jane Johns
Jennifer Coughlin
Pat Higgins
Jere Schultz
Karen Gould

20 Jim & Andrea Rud

Morgan Fine, Shaylee Coleman, Isabella, Gloria,
Mia Hamilton and Lizzy Wilson

NOTE
Note: if you would like to be included in the
monthly newsletter list of birthdays and wedding
anniversaries, please notify the church secretary
either by email, slip a note in the secretary’s
office drop box, or call the church office.
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Lectionary Bible
Study NEWS!

At this first meeting we will be scheduling our annual
events on the church calendar. We will also be
entertaining other ideas we might want to try this year.
Put on your thinking caps and bring your ideas to the
meeting, we would love to hear them.

Pastor Chad will be leading
Lectionary-based Bible study
on Thursday mornings. The
‘lectionary’ is the prescribed
Bible readings for our Sunday
worship services. The idea is to gather and study these
Bible readings ahead of the Sunday Worship service!
The Thursday morning group WILL continue to
meet from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.

Thank you to Joan Schultz, Sharon Gesick, and
Charlotte LaComb and all the chairmen and
committees for a wonderful 2018-2019 year. We were
blessed to be able to help out so many organizations
with our donations.
Our officers for this year are: Linda Wilson, President;
Sharon Gesick, Treasurer; Charlotte LaComb,
Secretary.

Wednesdays in Summer

The LEE Group

Our last summer, St Paul’s Midweek Holy
Communion prayer service will be Wednesday
September 4th at 7:30 p.m. in the sanctuary for 20-30
minute Communion service – ‘Outpouring of Spirit
– Third Article, Apostles Creed’ Acts 2:1-18; Matt
28:17-20 based upon the ‘Night Prayer’ (Compline)
service from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship
hymnal. For questions, please contact Pastor Chad
Adamik: chad.adamik@gmail.com or call the church
office (775) 882-3020.

THE LEE GROUP welcomes everyone back from
a fun summer and safe travels visiting family and
friends and meeting some new friends along the way
as well those who just stayed home and did some fun
things and rested.
The L.E.E. group, which we commonly define
as “Lutheran Eager Eaters,” was originally “Life
Enrichment for Everyone.” The purpose is to provide
an opportunity for Lutherans in the “grandparents’
generation” to meet on a regular basis for fellowship
and enrichment.

We resume our 8:00 & 10:30 Worship Service
schedule on Sunday, September 8th, when Sunday
School resumes.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, September
5th, 11:30 A.M., St Paul’s Lutheran Family, 1201
Saliman Rd., Carson City, in Friendship Hall. Hosts
for this gathering will be Judy & Dick Lowther and
Betty Thoreson. The menu will be a general potluck.
Please bring a passing dish of your own choosing:
meat, chicken, potatoes, casseroles, vegetables, salads,
breads, desserts. Etc. To celebrate the beginning
of a new school year, we are inviting you to bring
school items such as pencils, pens, paper, back packs,
notebooks, etc. We will then donate these items to the
Carson City School District ‘Students In Transition’
program.

Women’s Bible Study
All are welcome to the Women’s Bible study in the
Luther Room, starting in September.
For more information, please contact Vicki,
(775)267-3007.

WELCA
We hope everyone had a great summer, traveling and
visiting with family and friends and are rejuvenated
for another great year. We welcome all women of the
church in joining us at our first meeting, scheduled
for Monday evening, September 9th at 6:00 p.m. We
will be having a potluck with Fried and Baked chicken
being furnished along with drinks (coffee, tea, water
and lemonade).

A BIG THANK YOU TO Doug Thunder for all
he did as facilitator and Treasure and Bev Steinert,
as secretary, for 2018-2019 and to all the people
that graciously volunteered to host the monthly
meetings. The 2019-2020 Facilitator is Linda
Wilson and joining her is Doug Thunder, staying
on as Treasurer and Beverly Steinert continuing as
secretary.

A sign-up sheet will be posted on the WELCA
bulletin board, outside of Friendship Hall for salads,
bread and desserts of your choosing to compliment the
main course.

Please consider joining the L.E.E. group for
fellowship and friendship. For more information
please call Secretary Bev Steinert at (883-6096) or
facilitator, Linda Wilson (241-9005)
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The ‘Stitchers’
Quilting Ministry

A message from the
Children in Transition
Group:

Please consider joining St.
Paul’s ‘Stitchers’ quilting
group. They meet on the 2nd
and 4th Tuesday of each
month from 9:00 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. in Friendship
Hall, and EXPERIENCE
IS NOT REQUIRED.
They will be happy to show
you what needs to be done. The ‘Stitchers’
are busy working on all sorts of projects. They make
beautiful quilts and make and deliver lap robes to
various senior assistant living homes and Convalescent
centers here in Carson City. The seniors are so happy
and appreciative in receiving these gifts.

This program identifies children, while
school is in session AND especially during
the SUMMER months, that need assistance
with basic items. The following are suggested
donation items:
1. School supplies, pens, paper,
notebooks, folders, backpacks, etc.
(suggestion: ask any child)
2. Socks and shoes- all sizes (female &
male) all sizes
3. Hygiene-Grooming items—toothpaste,
tooth Brushes, deodorant, combs,
brushes, wipes, (think of what the kids
like and NEED (boy or girl). Girls need
feminine items also.

The Vocal Choir
is starting their practice sessions beginning
Wednesday, September 11th.
All are welcomed to join the
choir. If you are interested
please come to the practice or
contact the Vocal Choir Director, Dwight Holmquist.

4. Individual packages of snacks,
puddings, cookies, crackers (cracker
sandwiches), applesauce, small canned
meats, vegetables (mini containers),
packaged plasticware
THANK YOU on behalf of the kids, Peggy
Sweetland (Area Coordinator), Sherrie
Poncsak, and Audrey Stroub (WellnessOutreach Committee)

FOOD FOR THE POOR strives to tackle the problem of poverty by not only meeting immediate needs, but also
by providing the destitute with the means to lift themselves out of poverty through education and microenterprise
opportunities. Thanks to you, we are giving the destitute hope for a better life and empowering them with the tools to
accomplish it. This is the impact you are making.

DESTITUTE

HOPEFUL

MOTIVATED
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EMPOWERED

INSPIRED

The youth group will have their first group kick-off meeting September 15th directly after the
2nd service. We are asking parents to join us for the last 30 minutes of our meeting
at 1:00 pm. We will be setting our calendar for
the year ahead. Youth from 7th through 12th
grade are welcomed!

Summer Fun
The Youth Group had a great time this summer doing
some fun things. One of the biggest events was the trip
they took to Mt Cross ‘Adventures around the Coast’
in Santa Cruz, California. Pastor Chad, Amanda
Castillo, Nakita Jones, and Jimmy Poncsak were the
group leaders on this trip.

Pictured above is Justin Stevens, Thomas Townsend
helping ready a plot of ground for planting
Pictured below is Lindsay Chowanski on the left,
Amanda Costillo & Hailey Jones planting a garden

The 4Th of July BBQ

(bottom row from the left) Justin Stevens, Nikita
Jones, Tommy Townsend, Amanda Costillo ,
(2nd row from the left), Hailey Jones,
(top row from the left) Lindsay Chowanski,
Jimmy Poncsak, Laura Dieter and Cody Lopez.

The ‘Youth’ group provided a fun time, providing food
and games for all who attended the 4th of July BBQ
It started at 6:00pm! We had the best seats for the
fireworks display in CARSON CITY.
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Christian Education

HELP!

By Renee Woslum, Superintendent

Donations are needed for refurbishing the two church
offices, to make them more welcoming and efficient.
We have drawers falling out of the secretary’s desk,
creating a hazardous condition. The file cabinet, desk/
hutch is no longer useful, takes up too much space and
is falling apart. Pastor Chad, Interim Secretary Linda,
Council President Jay have met with the Design
committee; they have all agreed that these two offices
are long past due for refurbishment. We are looking
for more suitable, efficient office furniture and creating
a more welcoming environment for guests as well as
parishioners.

Summer is winding down & Fall will be here soon;
this means Sunday school will be starting the new Fall
term.
The new Fall term starts on Rally Day which is
Sunday, September 8th at 9:00 a.m. Rally Day is a
traditional fun day for everyone to enjoy getting back
to a Fall schedule and register for the new Sunday
school year. Our teachers are gearing up and making
plans. The teachers for Sunday school will be Shelly
Stevens, Judy Webster and Ruth Fitzgerald will
coordinate the snack time. Pastor Chad will be leading
the opening of Sunday school and some of our talented
youth will help also.

If you are able to help please make checks payable to
St Paul’s Lutheran Family and in the notation part
of your checks please denote ‘for refurbishment of
church offices’; you may drop your donation in the
collection plate, send in your donations to the church
or drop off your donations (in an envelope- denoting
‘for office refurbishment’) and place in the door
slot of the secretary’s’ office. Your help is VERY

If you have kids, grandkids or kids in your
neighborhood, please invite them, let them know
they are welcomed and that we are looking forward in
welcoming them to a new year.

much appreciated.

Confirmation classes will also begin September 8th.
For further information regarding the Confirmation
classes please contact Pastor Chad Adamik at
chadadamik@gmail.com or call (775)882-3020.

Let’s Shred Cancer Together
Community Shredding Event
Saturday, September 21 from 10:00 to 1:00
at the church.

On another note: I am very humbled by all the acts
of kindness by my church family and I want to thank
everyone for the wonderful retirement party held in
my honor. As stated on Sunday, I am not leaving the
church, I am continuing as the Christian Education
Superintendent of St. Paul’s Lutheran Family and
whatever else the good Lord has in store for me.

The event will also include electronics recycling: flat
screen TVs & monitors*, keyboards, mouses, hard
drives, etc. We will be accepting donations benefiting
the Carson Tahoe Cancer Center.
*flat screens only, no TVs or monitors with tubes

Blessings, Renee

STEWARDSHIP Carol Arneson

LET’S DO OUR PART & RECYCLE!!
Located Outside the Backdoor of Friendship Hall is:
A BLUE LID RECYCLE BIN FOR:
RINSED OUT RIGID PLASTIC BOTTLES & CONTAINERS
(No plastic utensils) (No plastic Bags, Film, and stretch
wrap, baggies)
EMPTY ALUMINUM, TIN & STEEL CANS

A GREEN LID CAN IS FOR ALL
OTHER GARBAGE.
NOTE: Coming soon will be a recycle container in
Friendship Hall for recyclables.

PAPERBOARD & CARDBOARD (no waxed cardboard)

G ive generously
R each out
O pen the Bible
W orship regularly

PAPER, JUNK MAIL, NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES.

(Thoughts from the Stewardship Committee)

RINSED OUT GLASS BOTTLES AND JARS
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Worship Lay Volunteers

September 2019
WE ARE BACK TO TWO WORSHIP SERVICES
8 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.

Readers

*Please contact Judy McPhail if you are interested in being a
Sunday Reader

NOTE: ** Denotes responsible Church Council member
to help with the Worship Services if needed

Altar Guild

* Please contact Jeanne Russell if you would like to serve on
Altar Guild

Communion Assistants

* Please contact office secretary if you would like to assist with
communion

1

9:30 a.m.

** Holly McPhaill

8
		

8:00 a.m. **Kim Neiman
10:30 a.m. **David Harrell

15
		

8:00 a.m. **Kim Neiman
10:30 a.m. ** Nakita Jones
8:00 am
10:30 am

10:30 a.m. Mary Neuman

15

10:30 a.m. Beverly Steinert

22

10:30 a.m. Mary Neuman

29

10:30 a.m. Mary Neuman

8:00 a.m. Louise Griffith
10:30 a.m. Steve Ranson

15
		

8:00 a.m. Vera Logie
10:30 a.m. Holly McPhail

22
		

8:00 a.m. Carol Arneson
10:30 a.m. Linda Wilson

29
		

8:00 a.m. Deanna Fine
10:30 a.m. Hope Chowanski

Dave Harrell, Jimmie Poncsek,
Mary Neuman, Greta O’Kelley

Counters

*Please notify Mary DeFelice if you are interested in being a counter
of offerings**.

1

* Please contact Peggy Truttman if you would like to Greet

8

8
		

		
		

Greeters
9:30 a.m.

Judy McPhail

*Please contact David Harrell if you are interested in being an Usher.

**Carol Arneson
** David Harrell

1

9:30 a.m.

Ushers

22
29
		

1

Judy McPhail

9:30 a.m.

Judy McPhail, David Harrell

8
		

8:00 a.m. Jeanne Russell,Gere Schultz
10:30 a.m. David Harrell, Nikki Rohr

15
		

8:00 a.m. Mary DeFelice, Greg Griffith
10:30 a.m. Judy McPhail, Nikki Rohr

22
		

8:00 a.m. Carol Arneson, Mary DeFelice
10:30 a.m. Roy Eisentrager, Nikki Rohr

29
		

8:00 a.m. Carol Arneson, Greg Griffith
10:30 a.m. Roy Eisentrager, Nikki Rohr

**Requirements for counting are: being a member of St Paul’s and the 2 counters not be related. Thank you to all past and present counter
volunteers for your help. Blessings, Mary DeFelice.

From The Office of the Church Secretary
•

Monthly Newsletter Articles and features from church
committees are due by the 20th of every month. To
edit, publish, and mail out the monthly newsletter
on time we need and appreciate your cooperation in
meeting this deadline.

•

If you, recently, have had a change of address, phone
number or other contact information please notify the
church office either by email, place a note (printing
your information clearly) in the office door slot or call
the office at (775) 882-3020.

•

The Birthday, and Wedding Anniversary column is
back in the monthly newsletter. If you would like to
be included, please print clearly, your name, month,
day of your birthday and/or your wedding anniversary
and either note it in the Sunday sign-in book or slip
a note in the slot of the office door or call the church
office @ (775) 882-3020 or email your information to
the church office stpaulcarson@gmail.com

Peace of the Lord Be with You Always,
SPLF Interim Secretary, Linda Wilson
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