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We will be celebrating 150 years    

1866 ï 2016 
 

Byram Connecticut 1866-1965 
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Early history 

St. Paulôs has worshipped at six different locations from the time of its 

mission phase till today.   On the third Sunday of January in 1865 a 

German language service was held at the First Presbyterian Church on 

North Main Street in Port Chester.  For a time worship continued at 

Sauersô Hall on Main Street.  On April 15
th
 forty-one members 

gathered for worship with a baptism and called their first Pastor, Rev. 

William Buettner.  The 

Congregation called 

itself St. Paulôs German 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.   

On July 5, 1866 a 

cornerstone was laid at 

South Water and 

William St. in East Port 

Chester, CT overlooking 

the Byram River.  This has been marked as the start of the 

congregation for almost all anniversaries,  making 2016 our 150
th
 

year.  The church building was dedicated at a ceremony on 

March 20, 1867.   

Another Anniversary of note:  St. Paulôs was served by a parish worker by the name of Hyachinth Mordey in 

the 1960s.  She went on to become the first woman ordained in Metro New York 40 years ago.   

Today we still have German immigrants and Germans 

temporarily living in the U.S. but we also have friends from 

the Caribbean, Africa, Latin America and Asia.  Did I leave 

anyone out?  There has always been more than one ethnicity 

at St. Paulôs including a sizable group from Finland and other 

European countries.   

 
Congratulations! 

Rev. Hyacinth Mordey Imhoffee 

celebrates her 40
th
 Anniversary of 

Ordination this year. 

Pastor Hyacinth at our last Anniversary 

2014 Visit to Synagogue with Rabbi Jaymee Alpert 

ñSharing our Faithò 
This year we visited four houses of worship 

starting with our neighboring Synagogue, 

Congregation KTI.  We also visited St. 

Peterôs Episcopal and All Souls Presbyterian 

and they visited us.  We learned about each 

tradition and shared fellowship as a group.   

This series also included a Ramadan dinner 

hosted by the Turkish Cultural Center where 

we learned about the holy month in Islam.   

 

The four clergy, myself, Rev. Bruce Baker, 

Rabbi Jaymee Alpert and Fr. Hilario Albert 

appeared on a cable news program, Richard 

French live, to discuss the social changes 

that are affecting all our congregations and 

the programs we do together including the 

diaper drive.   2015 was the third year of our 

pulpit rotation where we each spoke at the 

other worship services to commemorate the 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Holiday.   
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Rye Brook, NY 1966- today  
 

 

 

Pastor Luther Freimuth at the 
cornerstone ceremony 50 years ago.   

 

Marion Trenck, Evelyn Ridberg, Emmy and Merton Sullivan, Rudy Ridberg  
at groundbreaking ceremony February 28, 1965 


