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We will be celebrating 150 years
1866 – 2016
Byram Connecticut 1866-1965
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Early history
St. Paul’s has worshipped at six different locations from the time of its
mission phase till today. On the third Sunday of January in 1865 a
German language service was held at the First Presbyterian Church on
North Main Street in Port Chester. For a time worship continued at
Sauers’ Hall on Main Street. On April 15th forty-one members
gathered for worship with a baptism and called their first Pastor, Rev.
William Buettner. The
Congregation called
itself St. Paul’s German
Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

Pastor Hyacinth at our last Anniversary

Congratulations!
On July 5, 1866 a
Rev. Hyacinth Mordey Imhoffee
cornerstone was laid at
celebrates her 40th Anniversary of
South Water and
Ordination this year.
William St. in East Port
Chester, CT overlooking
the Byram River. This has been marked as the start of the
congregation for almost all anniversaries, making 2016 our 150th
year. The church building was dedicated at a ceremony on
March 20, 1867.

Another Anniversary of note: St. Paul’s was served by a parish worker by the name of Hyachinth Mordey in
the 1960s. She went on to become the first woman ordained in Metro New York 40 years ago.

“Sharing our Faith”
This year we visited four houses of worship
starting with our neighboring Synagogue,
Congregation KTI. We also visited St.
Peter’s Episcopal and All Souls Presbyterian
and they visited us. We learned about each
tradition and shared fellowship as a group.
This series also included a Ramadan dinner
hosted by the Turkish Cultural Center where
we learned about the holy month in Islam.

Today we still have German immigrants and Germans
temporarily living in the U.S. but we also have friends from
the Caribbean, Africa, Latin America and Asia. Did I leave
anyone out? There has always been more than one ethnicity
at St. Paul’s including a sizable group from Finland and other
European countries.

The four clergy, myself, Rev. Bruce Baker,
Rabbi Jaymee Alpert and Fr. Hilario Albert
appeared on a cable news program, Richard
French live, to discuss the social changes
that are affecting all our congregations and
the programs we do together including the
diaper drive. 2015 was the third year of our
pulpit rotation where we each spoke at the
other worship services to commemorate the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday.
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2014 Visit to Synagogue with Rabbi Jaymee Alpert

Rye Brook, NY 1966- today

Pastor Luther Freimuth at the
cornerstone ceremony 50 years ago.

Marion Trenck, Evelyn Ridberg, Emmy and Merton Sullivan, Rudy Ridberg
at groundbreaking ceremony February 28, 1965
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Our Council
Laura Chen-Schultz, President; Patricia Gawle, Vice
President; Susan-Anne Cosgrove, Secretary;
Barbara Tormondsen, Treasurer;; David Brady Max
Charleswell, Pastor Jim O’Hanlon, Anke Sulimma,
Don Weber.
Finance Committee, Richard Case, Chair;
Robert Trenck, Financial Secty.
My Visit with Hyacinth in 2012

Our Mission

Marked with the cross of Christ forever,
we are claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the world.
St. Paul’s Church
Committees and teams
Worship and Sunday School were
made possible with over 1,906
volunteer hours. Other volunteers
give time as church council and
committee members. Thanks to
everyone who served:

Confirmation Retreat at Camp Koinonia

Choir & Altar Guild
God’s Green Earth
Building & Grounds Committee
Child Care Committee
Fellowship Committee
SPY (St. Paul’s Youth),
Kids of the Kingdom
C.R.O.P. Hunger Walk team
Lectors, Greeters, Ushers and
Acolytes
Communion Assistants
Sunday School
Women’s Groups
Fall Fling and …

This year we said good bye to Lenore Ellich, Vivian Roth, Ruth Bachmann, Gloria
Sacrison, Karen Hodge and Ruth Coupe. We thank God for their loving dedication to
the church and pray for their families. We welcomed new members from the Boateng
family, the Wolff family, the Ali family, the Cruz-Griffith family and the Makowski
family. We also rejoiced in the baptism of Daniel Bruno. So far in 2016 we
celebrated the baptism of Aurora Joy Quell-Garguilo.
Our blessings overflow.
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Confirmation Class of 1933 with Rev. Grunst who also served as Bishop during his time at
St. Pauls. Our collection of confirmation class photos goes back to 1910.

The Class of 1933 lost two members this year, Ruth
Coupe and Florence Byrnes. Confirmation
currently has six first year students and six second
year students. Completing confirmation this year
was Chris Mark and Cara O’Hanlon. Photo below.
Presiding that day was Rev. Andrea Walker who
had baptized Cara fourteen years before.
This year we had our
first confirmation
retreat at Camp
Koinonia. (Cover
photo with Julia and Callie making a blue cross for a prayer station.)
The retreat included members of four Lutheran congregations from
Westchester and Putnam. Our own congregation group included a
parent, an aunt and a grandparent who also enjoyed themselves.

This year Confirmands did service projects and participated in
the “Sharing our Faith” series in addition to learning about our
faith.
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Holy Week - April

Ash Wednesday
th

is February 18
We will have services at
11:30am and 7pm.

Maundy Thurs 2nd 7:00 pm
Good Fri
3rd 11:30 & 7pm
Easter Sunday 5th 9:45 am

9th Annual
St. Paul’s Child Care Center

Dinner and Auction
(Formerly the Valentine’s Dinner)

New Location!
Coveleigh Club
459 Stuyvesant Ave. Rye, NY

New Entertainment!
Live music featuring

Tom Giorgi & Friends
March 6th 7pm Tickets $60

Easter Lilies

Given to the glory of God

In memory of __________________________
By ____________________________________
Suggested donation $25. Checks payable to “St. Paul’s Altar Guild”
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Council President’s Report 2014
Looking back at 2014, I can’t help but feel really proud and pleased to be part of the St. Paul’s
community. I have never been involved with a place like ours whose members give so freely and
compassionately of the resources they have available – their time, their talent, and their treasure.
While talent and treasure are so important, especially in these times, time is something that cannot be
taken for granted. So many volunteer to help set up, run, and break down events such as church
gatherings (congregation and budget meetings, picnics, pageants), fundraisers (Valentine’s Dinner &
Auction, Roller Derby, Fall Fling), community events (CROP Walk, Summer Splash, Live Nativity), and
celebrations (Easter, Mother’s Day brunch, Christmas). And while these are no easy tasks, they are no
more valuable than the time members take to serve the church or individually visit, comfort, and check
in on one another in times of need, illness, or grief.
So I’d like to take this opportunity to specially
acknowledge some groups and individuals who I’ve
always admired for the way they give of their time,
treasure, and talent behind the scenes:
 Altar Guild: the women who invisibly keep
the altar pristine and prepared every week,
communion ware clean and at the ready, and bread
and wine always in supply. I repeat – every week.
 Building & Grounds Committee: there are no
elves to mow or shovel our properties, fix doors that
get stuck, replace dirty old ceiling tiles in the child
care center, or replace lightbulbs in the sanctuary
ceiling (anyone ever wonder who does that?), so we
have a committee that does all that. Most of this
committee consists of former, active Council
members whose terms ended and cycled off…
hmmm.
So in my opinion, and I hope you will agree, 2014 was
Laura helping Casey get ready
another terrific giving year for St. Paul’s. Not only
did we organize to give to our communities
for the Living Nativity which we
throughout the year, but when we needed our organ
did with five other churches and
repaired and we needed extra funds, we all stepped
included live animals.
up and gave of our time, talent, and treasure to help
get it done. When we needed to raise more money to replace the windows in the Luther Room and
church offices, again, we all stepped up by giving of our time, talent, and treasure, and we got it done.
So as my term ends and I cycle off the Council after 7 years of service, I now look forward to seeing
what 2015 brings as this church community and Council continue to give as well as receive so
abundantly. And stay tuned as we plan for our 150th anniversary celebration in 2016, for which I’m
now on the committee... heyyyy.
Peace,
Laura Chen-Schultz
8

Child Care Center Annual Report 2014

I am pleased to report that 2014 was an amazing year. All of our classrooms are full with
the exception of one or two spaces in the entire Center. This means for an entire year
we have had 2 full time teachers and 1 part time teacher in each of our 4 classrooms to
accommodate our large number of children. Another amazing item regarding staff is that
we have not had to hire another teacher to fill a vacant position since January 2014. Our
staff are happy to be here and we love that they are committed to our mission.
We executed our “Giving Tree” for the third time during the summer of 2014 where we
chose items for each of our 4 classrooms for people to donate. We were able to
purchase nearly everything we requested because of plentiful donations from church
members, child care parents and staff. We are truly fortunate to have such loving and
generous people that surround us.
Our two fundraisers, The Valentine Dinner and Auction and Fall Fling, were both quite
profitable in 2014. With our revenues from Fall Fling we were able make a large
payment towards the newly installed windows in the Luther Room & Church Offices. The
profits from the auction were able to pay for much of the Director’s Office and Entry
Hallway Lighting Project that was completed this summer. This renovation made a huge
difference to our entryway appeal and makes for one very happy director!
Our financials for 2014 were the best ever. We are able to give staff raises for 2015 and
offer yearend bonuses to the staff.
Blessings,
Suzanne Newcomb
Child Care Director

Our Child Care Center is part of our ministry of evangelism and service. 2015
is our 15th Anniversary as a preschool and Center for infants starting at six
weeks. The Center is open from 7:30am to 5:30pm year round.
Call for a tour. Refer a friend. (914) 939-3079 spchildcaredirector@gmail.com
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Our webpage has been refurbished. Check it out. Share it.
www.stpaulsryebrook.com

St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Rye Brook NY
761 King Street, 10573
914 939-8170
johanlon.stpauls@gmail.com
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