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1 Samuel begins while Israel is still under the rule of the judges.  It is thought that it 
begins during the final years of Samson’s life. (Teacher – if you decided to include that 
note, give a very brief summary of Samson since we did not cover him during our 
study of Judges) 
 
. In those days, a woman who could not have children was considered a failure in life. 
Some people thought that a woman who did not have children was being punished 
by God. Children are a gift from God and to be childless was a shameful thing to 
Hannah. 
It was a custom in those days, that if your wife couldn’t give you children, you could 
either divorce your wife or take a second wife. This was not God’s plan; this was a 
rule that the people made up for themselves. Elkanah (Hannah’s husband) could have 
divorced Hannah because she was not able to give him children. But he didn’t 
because he loved Hannah. But, he did take a second wife and that was not a great 
thing for Hannah. 
 
1 Samuel 1:4-6:And whenever the time came for Elkanah to make an offering, he 
would give portions to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and daughters. But to 
Hannah he would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, although the Lord had 
closed her womb. And her rival also provoked her severely, to make her miserable, 
because the Lord had closed her womb.  
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1 Samuel 1:20 So it came to pass in the process of time that Hannah conceived and 
bore a son, and called his name Samuel, saying “Because I have asked for him from 
the Lord.” 
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This video is a humorous take on Samuel’s Call.   
 
The main points to stress are that (1) God calls persistently, (2) age is not a factor in 
who God calls, and (3) Samuel’s example of obedience (first to his vocation – serving 
the church/Eli and then to God’s call).   
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This story is included as an example of Samuel’s time as a judge.  It also serves to 
remind them about the importance of the Ark of the Covenant as well as the Old 
Testament Cycle.  As time allows, please make these connections so that the 
continuous narrative of scripture can be drawn.  
 
This story takes place in 1 Samuel 4-5. 
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The Philistines brought the ark to their temple.  It was not strange, in those days, to 
take the god of a people when you plunder them.  Once they got the ark home, and 
set it up, strange things started to happen.  For several days in a row, Dagon’s priests 
could enter the temple to find the statue on the ground. Each time they’d set it back 
up.  Finally one day they walked in and found Dagon’s body by the Ark, but it’s head 
near the threshold – God had broken it. 
 
Just as we saw God pressure the Egyptians with plagues, we also see him pressure 
the Philistines with them.  He sends tumors, rats,  panic, and death.  After trying to 
place the ark in several cities, they give up and return the ark to Israel along with a 
guilt sacrifice to God 
 
Samuel’s victory against the Philistines is an interesting story – the people of Israel 
are repenting of their sins and conducting a sacrifice when the Philistines come to try 
and attack.  Samuel encouraged the Israelites to keep on doing the sacrificial liturgy 
and cries out to God on their behalf.  God then sends the Philistine army into a panic 
by thundering loud thunders (1 Samuel 7:10).  The Israelites finish their sacrifice, 
head into battle, and immerge victorious. 
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Be sure to remind youth about the Biblical role of judges – strong warrior leaders who 
consulted with God and saved the people. 
 
When Israel demands a king, the are forsaking God as their true king – it’s another 
way that they fall away from God (Old testament cycle connection).  But, God gives 
His creation free will, and so He tells Samuel to listen to the people.  Samuel reminds 
them about the costs of a king – taking their sons and daughters to serve, taking their 
best servants and crops, and taking a tenth of all that they have for himself. 
 
The people continue to demand a king and God says, “Listen to them and give them a 
king.” 
 
Next week we will learn about who that king will be and what he does. 
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How do you think the Holy Spirit moved in Samuel’s story?  
  
The meaning of the creed says that the Holy Spirit calls, gathers, enlightens, and 
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth.  Let’s talk about that a little bit. 
  
Calls—the Holy Spirit calls us to faith.  Can you think of a time when the Holy Spirit 
called to you? HERE IS A GREAT TIME TO TALK ABOUT HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES 
TO US IN OUR BAPTISM; YOUR HEAR A SONG ON THE RADIO, A BIBLE VERSE SPEAKS 
TO YOUR HEART; YOU TELLING SOMEONE OR SOMEONE TELLING YOU THE THING 
YOU MOST NEED TO HEAR WHEN YOU NEED TO HEAR IT. 
  
Gathers—the Holy Spirit also creates in us a desire to gather with other believers.  
Name some times when the Holy Spirit gathers you with other believers. EXAMPLES 
COULD BE FORGE CLASS, FORGE EVENTS OR RETREATS, CHURCH, PRAYER TIME IN 
YOUR FAMILY 
  
Enlightens—the Holy Spirit helps us see what we should do.  He works through our 
the Word, our conscience, other people in our life, and many other ways to help us 
know God’s plan.  Share a time when you were clear about what God’s plan was for 
you. THIS WILL DEPEND ON YOU PERSONALLY AND THE KIDS 
  
Sanctifies— When we are told that the Holy Spirit sanctifies, this means that He  
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makes us holy—or, more and more like Jesus.  What do you think it means to be like 
Jesus? LIVING A LIFE OF HUMILITY, PUTTING OTHERS BEFORE YOURSELF, CARING FOR 
THOSE AROUND YOU, SPENDING TIME IN PRAYER ETC. 
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